TSES Final Exam Notes

In-Class Notes:
Lecture 1: Technology-Society Interactions
· Kranzberg’s Laws
· 1st Law: “Technology is neither good nor bad, nor is it neutral”
· Technological developments have environmental, social and human consequences that go far beyond the immediate purposes of the technical devices and practices themselves
· Immediate purposes of technical devices (first-order)
· Technical devices  technological artifacts
· The same technology can have different results when introduced into different contexts or under different circumstances
· Ex. Ball point pen (first order = write with ink, higher order = lots of plastic)
· Ex. Agricultural productivity: kills pests but affects human health, reduction of disease (GMO)
· 2nd Law: “Invention is the mother of necessity”
· Every technical innovation serves to require additional technical advances in order to wake it fully effective
· Ex. Canned food invented to conserve food, but had to create can opener to make it work
· 3rd Law: “Technology comes in packages big and small”
· packages = systems… system’s come with sub-systems… Parts of a system cannot be viewed as isolated
· Technological determinism: view that technology drives/is independent of society
· Metaphor (Ryan White Jr.): technological device – merely opens a door
· What door can be opened? Who decides what door to open?
· Once across the threshold our future is guided by the corridor that is there
Lecture 2:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Corlan Gee Bush:
· Politicians/technocrats  public opinion about technology (Tool, threat or triumph)
· Triumph: the triumph of human intelligence is one of America’s most cherished cultural myths (“progress is our most important product”)
· 1933 Chicago World’s Fair “the world could glimpse a happier not-to-distant-future, all driven by innovation in science and technology
· Bush argues that “technology has decreased hardships and suffering while raising standards of health, living, and literacy throughout the industrial world”
· Technology: Bush points to human health and the environment. Toxic waste, pollution, urban sprawl, increasing rates of skin cancer, tasteless tomatoes… all problems caused by our desires to control natures through technology... Technology is neither wholly good nor wholly bad
· Harder to unthank technologies as merely tools “guns don’t kill people, people kill people”

Participation Answers:
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