General
Most people view the law as something very complicated and to be avoided at all costs
There is a lot of material but it is not that complicated
You should think of the law as the Rules of Life: It governs your business and personal relationships. Like any other set of rules he who knows them well will do better than the person who does not know them
You all have an unconscious knowledge of parts of the law. You know that if you get caught stealing there will be sanctions or punishment. We will look at this aspect but we will concentrate on learning the law so that you can actively benefit from it.
Every one of you has had legal dealings today and will tomorrow. A bus pass or the purchase of a double double is a contract. Contracts are the foundation of business.
Most of you at some time in your career will be self employed, working on contract. The law can show you simple ways to avoid or minimize liability. If you are starting a business and it fails you may lose everything you have and still owe a fortune but with a simple application of corporate law you can avoid losing everything and not owe anything. The cost 4 400.00 and 3 or 4 hours of your time
Matrimonial law is not on the course outline but it affects your business and personal life. We will deal with it as we go. Some of you may be legally obliged to support your boyfriend or girlfriend if you cohabit. It might be worthwhile to know when this obligation kicks in. If you go into business with a buddy his or her divorce may result in having to liquidate. It might be beneficial to know how to avoid this, it’s not hard , but if you are ignorant you lose.
Every one of you who uses MSN has probably committed the tort of libel. Libel awards in Canada can be $1,000,000.00 or more. No-one wants to get sued for millions out of the blue and lose because they didn’t know they were committing libel.
Your room mate stiffs you for the rent. Learn how to collect it. Learn how to use the law like any other business tool.
What if I offer you work? It can be a contract at $5,000.00 per month or a job (regular employment at $ 6,000.00 per month, your choice. Which would you choose? I would likely choose the contract because I end up with more money, Can you tell me why?
I am a lawyer in private practice. I deal with these matters every day. It saddens me to see people ruin their lives for lack of basic legal knowledge. If you attend on a regular basis and do the work, then there will come a time down the road when you see me on the street and will come up and tell me "that class on whatever made me $ 5,000.00 or this class saved me from bankruptcy"
Ultimately, its your choice, but the world can be a nasty place and aside from friends and family no one really cares what happens to you so you’d better.

