CPHL 214
1: Identifying Arguments

Exercise 1
For each of the following passages, determine whether it does or does not contain an
argument, and give reasons for your judgment. If the passage does contain an argument,
indicate the conclusion.

1. People normally believe what others tell them unless there is reason to be suspicious.
This reliance on other people is called depending on testimony.

There is no argument because the statement does not claim anything controversial with two sides to argue, nor does it contain words that indicate there is a premise or conclusion such as since or, therefore. 

2. To know any claim with certainty, you have to know you are awake. To know you
are awake, you have to prove you are awake. Nobody can prove that he is
awake. Therefore, no one can know any claim with certainty.

Yes, there is an argument that “to know” indicates there are multiple premises to know any claim, to know you are awake, and the argument’s conclusion is that no one can know any claim with certainty, as confirmed by the indicator word “therefore”.  (The mini arguments within the argument conclude that you have to know you are awake, you have to prove you are awake.)

3. Every loyal citizen must demonstrate his loyalty to the state by taking an oath. To
be credible, that oath must be sworn on a religious text. No atheist can swear an
oath on a religious text. So we can see that no atheist can demonstrate his loyalty
to the state.

Yes, there is an argument because there is a premise, “to be credible” is used as an indicator to establish a premise and the argument’s conclusion as indicated by the indicator word “so” states that no atheist can demonstrate his loyalty to the state. 

4. Mathematics is not the queen of the sciences, because it is not a science at all.

Yes there is an argument, although there is no clear indicator word there is still a premise that has two arguable sides that mathematics is not a science and the conclusion is clearly established by the indicator word “because” which stated that mathematics is not the queen of sciences. 


5. “If you want to be successful in business on a long-term basis, you must match
your operational expertise with an ethical code of conduct practiced in every
phase of your business.”

Yes, there is a premise and conclusion to the argument because the indicator word “if” proves there is a premise “if you want to be successful” and the conclusion is indicated by “you must…” although it is not a clear indicator word. The conclusion is you must match
your operational expertise with an ethical code of conduct practiced in every
phase of your business.

Exercise 2
For each of the following passages, state whether it does or does not contain an argument.
If you think that the passage does contain an argument, briefly state why and
identify its conclusion. If you think that the passage is not an argument, briefly state
why.

1. “Don’t despair. It doesn’t help … and you don’t have time.”

Yes, there is an argument, the conclusion is “don’t despair” the premises given are 1. It doesn’t help and 2. You don’t have time. 


2. It is well known that dolphins, whales, and elephants communicate with each other.
In fact, even bees communicate with each other. So you can see that human beings
are not the only animals that communicate.

Yes, there is an argument, the conclusion is that human beings are not the only animals that can communicate as established by the indicator word “so”. The premises offered are examples of other animals that can communicate.


3. Background: The following is taken from a column by Martin Levin, called “Forget
them not.” (Globe and Mail, Book Reviews, March 22, 2003) Levin is discussing the
book The Story of My Father, by Sue Miller. The work is about Miller’s father and his
difficulties with Alzheimer’s disease.
Indeed, Miller’s style … is just the model to remind us how precious is identity,
and how contingent. She knows that her father’s fate could foreshadow her own;
she has terrifying dreams about him, feels guilty, helpless, angry, struggles with
the memoir. But she writes about the gathering darkness with a deftness that
somehow turns grief into grace. Fittingly, the last word of The Story of My Father
is consoled.

Yes, there is an argument because Martin Levin describes miller’s writing as the model to remind us how precious is identity which is the conclusion. The premises are the emotions miller has used to describe her experience with her father’s disease, able to turn grief into grace. 
4. Background: In the period 1979–1982, Nestlé, a multinational corporation manufacturing
chocolate, cocoa, coffee, and infant formula, was accused of overly aggressive
advertising of infant formula in developing countries. Critics charged that because
mothers in these countries were vulnerable to pressure to copy a Western
way of life, they were encouraged to switch unnecessarily to infant formula instead
of breast-feeding their babies. Due to unsanitary conditions, use of formula frequently
caused illness or even the death of children.
No one questions that marketing of infant formula in the Third World can pose
serious problems. Everyone, including the infant formula industry, agrees that
breast-feeding provides the best and cheapest nutrition for babies. Also, mothers
who are lactating are less likely to conceive. Breast-feeding also helps to
space out births. Therefore, marketing practices should not induce mothers who
otherwise would be willing and able to breastfeed to switch to the bottle.

Yes, there is an argument, the premises are indicated by words such as “agrees that, due to, also, etc”. The conclusion as indicated by the word “therefore” states that marketing practices should not induce mothers who otherwise would be willing and able to breastfeed to switch to the bottle.
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are also arguments within the main argument such as “because” which indicated the premise that the mothers were vulnerable as they were being pressured to copy the western lifestyle and concluded that they were encouraged to switch to formula. Another mini-argument is the premise “due to” unsanitary conditions, the conclusion was formula caused illness or death. 

