Module 11 – 
Conductive Arguments Section 1: For the following passages indicate the conclusion, any premises put forward as supporting that conclusion, and any acknowledged counter-considerations. Explain the basis for your answer by referring to the indicating words explained earlier in this chapter. If the passage does not contain a conductive argument, merely identify what kind of argument it is. 

1. She is well organized, punctual, responsible, and intelligent. Besides, she is very good at relating to students. So even though she speaks with an accent and has not held a position similar to this before, she would be a good departmental secretary. 

Premise 1: . She is well organized, punctual, responsible, and intelligent
Premise 2: she is very good at relating to students.
Conclusion: she would be a good departmental secretary.
Counter-considerations: She speaks with an accent and has not held a position similar to this before

2. We keep using oil in abundant quantities. We know we cannot keep doing that given that oil is going to run out. We know that using oil as we do makes us vulnerable to foreign powers and increases the national debt. We know that we have to develop alternative technologies and lifestyles. You can see for these reasons that we know that we need to change. Yet we are unable to act on that knowledge. All this supports my claim that our consumption of oil amounts to an addiction. 

Premise 1: We know we cannot keep doing that given that oil is going to run out.
Premise 2: using oil as we do makes us vulnerable to foreign powers and increases the national debt.
Premise 3: . We know that we have to develop alternative technologies and lifestyles. You can see for these reasons that we know that we need to change.
Conclusion: our consumption of oil amounts to an addiction.
Counter-considerations:  Yet we are unable to act on that knowledge.

3. The hypothesis that the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 were committed by non-Muslims is untenable. Why? Osama bin Laden and other Muslim figures boasted about these attacks. The lead hijacker, Atta, left notes putting the attacks squarely in the context of Islamic jihad against the West. And the eleven hijackers were all identified as Muslims.
Deductive Argument.

 4. It is hard for a young person to be accepted into a faculty of medicine, to study to become a doctor. First, the competition is fierce. Second, you need extremely high marks in all subjects, consistently through your university career. And third, you need to show that you have been doing volunteer work, which is hard to do given the pressures of school. Even though being a doctor is a well-paid career, highly important in society, and even though there is a shortage of doctors in our society, I submit that it is unwise for a young person to plan on getting into medical school. 

Premise 1: competition is fierce
Premise 2: you need extremely high marks in all subjects, consistently through your university career
Premise 3: you need to show that you have been doing volunteer work, which is hard to do given the pressures of school.
Conclusion: it is unwise for a young person to plan on getting into medical school. 
Counter-considerations: Even though being a doctor is a well-paid career, highly important in society, and even though there is a shortage of doctors in our society

5. Background: This passage is excerpted from an article about South Africa which appeared under the name “Struggles” in the New Yorker magazine for June 9 and 16, 2008. The columnist states that South Africa attracted 5 million migrants from other African countries but then argues that the country is in many ways unsuccessful. ... the banishment of white-supremacist rule did not bring an end to South Africa’s divisiveness and inequality; the terms were merely refigured. In the place of political violence, the nation has been plagued by one of the highest rates of violent crime in the world. Most of the victims, like most of the perpetrators, belong to the vast black underclass. Rising unemployment (twenty-three per cent nationwide, and two or three times that in the townships) and rising food and fuel prices have led to rising desperation for those chronically excluded from the promises of the new South Africa. The tabloid press and the political demagogues freely blame the social situation on foreigners, and in the last weeks of May more than fifty of them ... were killed by the mobs, while more than thirty thousand were driven from their homes...
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