MDVL 210 – Tuesday September 15th 2015 – Lesson 2
Chronology of the Middle Ages (30-37 in Portable Medieval Reader)
1. Technically, Middle Ages runs from the years 500-1500 (term created by Renaissance thinkers)
500-1000 = “The Dark Ages”
1. We don’t know a whole lot of stuff about this period, so its our go-to for making things up for pop culture “Middle Ages”
1. People in the 11th century looking back were in a similar state
1. Very few written records from this period (minus certain organizations like the Vatican, who kept records of basically everything)
1. Lots of books/manuscripts lost/stolen/burned
1. Very violent, pre-literate
Feudalism – 1050
1. A hierarchical ordering of society based on a system of land distribution and ownership
1. King owns all secular land (Church owns a fair amount) and appoints people to rule over parts of his domain for him while still serving under the king 
1. Manorial system (reciprocal responsibilities between upper and lower classes, very tightly legally defined)
1. Based on written documents (“documentary culture” from 1050 onwards, land leases, land deeds…)
1. A descending web of social connections/responsibility
1. “Feudalism” as a term can often be oversimplified (because we’re looking at 1000 years and ALL of Europe, so feudalism had very different manifestations throughout time and place, so we’re gonna be talking about the general/foundational principles) 
The First Crusades – 1090s-1291
1. “A clash of civilizations”, 400 years of dynastic opposition between “West” and “East” (imagined constructs, identity politics) that takes a LOT of different forms 
1. 200 year period including first invasion of the Middle East to the last fall of the Western estates
1. HUGE amount of cross-cultural contact, large number of Western Christians living in the “East”, very well-established trade systems, not just “East” but Scandinavia, Africa…
The Normans – 1050/1060
1. Normans have been Christianized for three generations (Viking killers who become strangely French in characteristic, Viking culture still present in parts of culture)
1. 11th, 12th, and early 13th centuries (invaded a whole bunch of places)
1. Hybridized world (cultural exchange between Islam, the Church, and Jewish people)
Reclamation and recolonization within Western Europe
1. 1100s = recovery of Greek/Arabic science, reinterest in philosophy, rise of universities (cathedral schools)
1. 12th century actually had a Renaissance when it comes to literature (main difference between 12th and 16th is the freedom that Protestantism allowed for the 16th century thinkers)
1. Islamic world never had the same kind of literature/knowledge suppression so a lot of Greek/Roman texts were “saved” through their Arabic translations
1. Islamic thinkers also expanded upon and debated these old texts instead of taking them at face value
1. Period of recirculation of old ideas/knowledge and huge cultural interactions
1. Vernacular = not writing in Latin but in your own language 
John of Salisbury
1. We know his death date but not his birth date (he wasn’t important when he was born but he WAS when he died- only certain dates are considered important enough to record so we don’t have every detail we’d like)
1. Lived in a monastery (was a monk), wrote a lot of books
1. A prescriptive sociologist (offers an idealized society not the actual one he lives in)
Eastward expansion of the German people – 12th century
1. Have gone as far west as they can, so they turn back east
1. Basically piss off all the Slavs and Russians and people around there trying to convert them
1250s – High Middle Ages
1. Middle Ages actually looks like what pop culture has reimagined “medieval” to be (knights, peasants in fields, feudal lords…)
1. Use of compass by Italian sailors, gunpowder invented in Europe/Syria
1300s
1. use of firearms/small cannons (not as sophisticated as they are now but still used technology)
1. The Black Death (1348-1350) was a great social disrupter
1. huge amount of deaths allowed for more upward class mobility and the development of the merchant class (labour was now worth a whole lot more, people would move to places offering more money for work)
1. Huge change in political structure, land became a lot cheaper, much easier to become lord/member of nobility of you had money, which merchants had a LOT of
1. 1381, peasants being taxed to death by French king in order to support war, so they revolted
1450s
1. Fall of Constantinople 1453, goes to the Turks, causes disruption/decline of overland trade routes
1. Revival of the religious wars (Islamic vs Christian, Christians forced to fight on home territory)
1. Consequent search for new trade routes aided foreign expansion (Columbus sailing west for spices, Portuguese sailing down their coast to the East Indies…)
John of Salisbury, The Body Social
1. Metaphor of the “social body” (ie commonwealth) being a literal human body
1. Distinguishes between body (tangible) and soul (intangible)
1. Shows that there is no one “most important” part of the body, each part is needed to do its specific task in order to have the whole body function properly (egalitarian in terms of utility/need)
1. Limited social mobility (God made the foot to do the foot’s work, no upwards aspirations)
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