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The Geography of “Russia”
· Go look at a map of Russia you dumbass ***Maps are in course-pack 
· This area hasn’t always been called Russia; this area also includes Ukraine, etc. 
· Theme: in geographical terms, Russia is a unified country
· No large intervening mountain ranges
· Nothing dividing the country east/west or north/south 
Geographic Features
· Has “mountains” called the Urals, but the tallest is only 1500m (they’re not mountains really, they’re kind of like foothills) and there are gaps between them
· Do not represent a real natural geographic barrier
· But do represent a mythical dividing line between Europe (West) and Asia (East) 
· Since there is nothing dividing their country…
· There is no barrier for invasion
· But it made it easy for expansion
· And internal migration
· Made for uniformity
· Rule
· Customs
· Peoples 
· None of the particularism in Russia that one sees in the Balkans or Switzerland
· Where people living between mountains develop different customs
· Russia has great mountains but they’re on the border
· Carpathians (West)- Lenin spent time climbing Carpathians 
· Caucasus (South)- barrier between the Black Sea and Caspian Sea 
· In the valleys, particularism has developed and caused problems since 1991 *we’ll study at the end of the year
· Tien Shan and Pamir Mts. Near India and Afghanistan 
· East: Altai Mts.,
· East: Verhoiansk Mts.
· Twice the height of the Urals
· Dominant geographic feature of Russia is a vast plain
· Stretches from Eastern Siberia to the Netherlands 
· Only thing that breaks the plane is the Pripet Marshes
· Easy invasion route 
· Napoleon (1812) 
· Hitler (1941)
· Cut by rivers
· All flow from North to South
· Don R. (Sea of Azov) 
· Volga R. (Caspian Sea) 
· Western banks are higher than Eastern banks 
· Has on occasion caused some difficulties (Hitler)
· Head waters close to Valdai Uplands 
· Dniester R. (Black Sea)
· Head waters close to Valdai Uplands 
· Dnieper R. (Black Sea)
· Head waters close to Valdai Uplands 
· Western Neva River. 
· Four great Siberian rivers (from South to North)- ice bound most of the year 
· Ob R. 
· Eniesi R. 
· Lena R
· Kolyma R. 
· West-East
· Amur R. 
· Border between Russia and China
· Has caused clashes between both countries
· Consequences of river network
· Rivers have served to unify the plains
· Aided migration
· Contributed to lack of separatism
· Fostered centralized political rule in that political power could flow along those rivers
· Served as avenues of trade with…
· Byzantium
· Scandinavia 
· India 
· Served as avenues of plunder 
· Places for great cities
· Kiev
· Moscov 
· Enhanced importance of canals to link rivers
· White Sea Canal built in 1930s (military) 
· Volga Don Canal 
· Large inland seas
· Sea of Azov (largest lake in Europe)
· Caspian Sea (largest inland lake in the world)
· Source of much of the world’s supply of caviar and oil
· Has been drying out
· East: Sea of Aral (2x the size of Lake Ontario)
· Presently environment disaster
· L. Balkhash
· L. Baikal
· Deepest lake in the world 
· Barrier for West- East travel 
· Ironic given the large seas within Russia is that Russia has little access to open seas
· White sea and Barents Sea North of Russia
· Not really open sea, so far north it’s usually frozen
· Only port of significance is Archangel and it’s hard to get to
· Russia’s really into icebreakers 
· Port of Murmansk was developed in WWII
· Main base of Soviet submarines 
· Pacific- Bering Sea, Sea of Japan (East)
· Not really open
· Too far from center of power
· Too far from centers of trade
· Too cold 
· Frozen over for must of the year 
· Bordered by foreign powers (Japan, China) 
· Port: Vladivostok
· Known as “worst city in the world”
· Black Sea *Open
· Baltic Sea  *Open
· Objectives of Russia was to gain a shoreline on the Black and Baltic seas 
· Also wanted guaranteed access to seas
· Turkey, Sweden, Denmark controlled them
· Historians have argued that the Russian drive for the sea is the greatest theme of Russian history 
· Not thesis widely accepted anymore 
· Consequences of not having easy access to open sea
· Russia never developed navy of any consequence till 20th century
· Russians were not born sailors 
· Vegetation
· Russia is divided into 5 zones (north-south)
· Tundra (15%)
· Treeless
· Uninhabited 
· Suitable for growing of moss and mosquitoes- frozen swamp
· Good place for prison camps (tzars and communists)- Gulags 
· Taiga (50% with mixed forest)
· Coniferous forest
· Pine
· Fir
· Cedar
· Spruce 
· Russian civilization grew up here (with mixed forest)
· Degree of protection
· Expanded East and West through forests
· Lumbering is important in Russia’s economy (Russia has 20% of world’s forests)
· Mixed forest (50% with taiga)
· Also oak, elm, etc
· Mostly was cleared for farming 
· Steppe
· Treeless grassland
· Rich soil
· 2/3 of Russia’s cultivated land 
· Great invasion of Asiatic tribes in East- horsemen would ride across steppe 	
· Easy travelling, wheat for horses
· Rarely ventured into forest zone 
· People fleeing serfdom fled to Steppe- formed Cossack self-government military communities
· Desert
· South 
· Cities of Tashkent, Samarkand, Kazil Kum
· Could farm cotton 
· Mountains
· Small tropical zone
· Oranges
· Lemons
· Elites spent vacations here 
· Climate
· Russia is further north than any great power
· St. Petersburg has same latitude as Whitehorse
· Moscow has same latitude as Churchill MB!!
· Mean temperature in Moscow in January is -9C
· Ottawa -11C
· Ottawa was coldest world capital until Mongolia split, who’s capital is colder 
· Kiev has same latitude as Calgary 
· Continental climate
· Extremes of heat and cold
· No mountains for protection
· Like Winnipeg spread across the whole country- direct quote of prof. fuck YA
· Rivers are often frozen
· Short growing season (often 2 months per year in northern Russia- 4-6 months in south)
· Traditional lack of rainfall
· Help explain why agriculture has been a weak spot in the Soviet and Russian economy 
· Rich Russian resources (Developed mostly in 20th century)
· 1/5 of world’s supply of coal
· Large supplies of iron ore 
· Oil, natural gas (only to rival Saudi)
· Bargaining power for Russia 

Influences of Geography on Russian history
· Has determined the nature of Russian expansion
· Case of going as far as you can go
· Are no geographic barriers North or East
· Are definite geographic borders however (oceans north and east)
· No other peoples occupying the territories
· To the west there are no geographic barriers or borders, but there are other peoples 
· Are definite ethnic borders
· Poles 
· Latvians
· Estonians 
· Lithuanians 
· Political borders in West have fluctuated
· Tension
· Conflict 
· South
· Deserts, inland seas, mountains represent good geographic borders
· Black sea
· Caucuses 
· Has been constant drive to reach natural geographic borders
· Were not very strong peoples in these areas 
· Almost a sense of “manifest destiny”
· Russia is destined to reach the natural borders
· Russian expansion has been contiguous 
· Strictly overland like US and Canada
· No need to seek overseas colonies 
· Unlike England, France, Germany, Belgium, Portugal
· Frontier ethic grew up in Russia- pioneer spirit
· Love of open spaces 
· Lawlessness
· Outside of central authority 
· Internal migration/ mobility 
· Very similar to Canadian history 
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The Early Peoples of Russia
· Two principal vegetation areas of Russia had separate histories and different peoples and each helped develop Russia 
· Mixed forest
· Steppe 
· We know more about the steppe because archaeologists have been more successful there, and because the Greeks traded and settled north of the Black Sea, and kept written records 
· There were two indigenous peoples living in Southern Russia between 3000BC and 1000BC
· One just north of the Black Sea 
· Stone age
· Neolithic
· Primarily in hunting, agriculture on the side
· Lived in caves and mud huts
· From their gravesites it is evident they had some form of religion 
· Beyond that we don’t know very much (don’t even have a name)
· Other settled along the eastern shore of the Black sea and a bit into the Caucasus 
· More advanced
· Called Maeotians
· We have found copper instruments in their burial sites
· These two groups kept being overrun by outsiders again and again between 1000BC and 1300AD 
· Most of these invaders were nomadic tribes from central Asia 
· Came across steppe
· Took advantage of the lack of geographic barriers 
· Were also looking for plunder 
· Avoided forest lands and the north 
· Some of these Asiatic invaders stayed on as overlords 
· Brought their own culture with them
· Left behind an influence as well as their children 
· Others moved on to Western Europe 
· Less of an influence on Russian developments 
· Many had their eye on Rome 
· Most of these groups spent a long time travelling the Steppe 
· These were more migrations than invasions
· Order of these migrations:
· Cimmerians, 1000-700 BC
· Formed an upper crust over the Maeotian masses beneath them
· Introduced metal implements to the region (other than just copper)
· Scythians, 700-200 BC
· Came from Southern Asia
· Closely related to Persians
· Were pushed out of South Asia by the arrival of the Huns
· Came as nomads living in tents
· Brought herds with them
· Came as warriors
· Mobile
· Rode horses
· Primitive type of cavalry 
· Adopted their armament to ride on horseback (short bow)
· Masters of the tactic of strategic retreat 
· Through this, fought and defeated the Cimmerians 
· Women served as warriors
· Sarmatians, 200 BC-200 AD 
· Created strong and stable military state
· Formed a minority elite 
· Brought prosperity through trading with Greeks
· Descendants weren’t as strong 
· Greeks, 600BC-200AD
· Came to the Black Sea looking for gold (found none) and iron ore (found a little) 
· Formed fishing villages on Northern shore of Black Sea 
· Villages expanded to trading centres 
· Referred to this as their Bosphorian Kingdom 
· Took grain, fish from the area and traded for it wine, oil, textiles 
· Cooperated with but did not try to conquer Scythians or Sarmatians
· Kept written records  
· Passed their civilization to the South of Russia 
· Goths, 200-370
· Did not come from central Asia
· From Baltic area 
· Were not Persian, but Germanic. 
· Came up the river around 200AD until they reached the shores of the Black Sea 
· Divided in two
· Visigoths
· Wesgoths also 
· Turned westwards into the Balkans and onto Rome which they sacked in 410, then they moved to the Iberian peninsula and settled in Spain 
· Ostrogoths
· Stayed in Southern steppes of Russia 
· Were not traders or civilizers
· Were forced Westwards by the arrival of the Huns
· Huns, 370-558
· Turkic people from Asia
· Came in series of waves
· Settled for a while in Southern Russia
· Pushed on into Western Europe (aiming for Rome)
· Attila the Hun
· Pushed in to France (Gaul) until he was defeated in 451 at Chalons 
· Turned South into Italy to head towards Rome 
· Died 433
· Avars, 559-650

· Invented stirrup, could get Russia 
· Attacked Constantinople
· Disease forced them to stop 
· Khazars, 650-900
· Developed and defeated remnants of Avars
· Settled in Southern Russia in the 7th century 
· Were overlords 
· Established a great trading empire 
· Vikings to the North
· Arabic world through the Caspian
· Byzantine Empire through Black Sea 
· Built trade centers in cities
· Period of peace and prosperity 
· Adopted Judaism 
· According to some, origins of Jews in Eastern Europe
· Pechenegs 
· Not traders 
· Cut off new trade routes
· Started to threaten the forest zone 
· Forest zone in Russia
· Was to be main power
· Dominated by the Slavs
· Origins of the Slavs, 600BC-700AD
· Controversial 
· 7th century BC in Eastern Poland and Western Russia
· Began to migrate, differentiate 
· West Slavs (region of present day Poland)- Roman culture
· Poles
· Czechs
· Slovaks
· Used Latin alphabet
· Adopted Catholicism 
· South Slavs (Balkans)- Byzantine culture
· Serbs 
· Yugoslavs 
· Cyrillic alphabet
· Eastern Orthodox religion (Christianity)
· East Slavs- East into the Russian forest zone- came into contact with peoples living in forest. 
· Indigenous groups (Fins, Lithuanians) were pushed North (Fins) and East (Lithuanians) 
· Perhaps because the Slavs had greater population or were more civilized
· Many of the indigenous were absorbed 
· Eastern Slavs also differentiated:
· Belarusians (White Russians)
· Ukrainians (Ruthenians, or Little Russians)
· (Great) Russians 
· Differentiation of Eastern Slavs was historical process, didn’t really split till  
· Early Eastern Slavs 700-882
· Primitive
· Iron age people 
· Polytheistic 
· Not good warriors 
· Semi-nomadic
· Farm the land out, move on to other land to farm
· Engaged in hunting and grazing 
· River people (unlike Fins, Lithuanians, other Asiatic tribes)
· Used river network of Russia to spread out 
· Staying primarily in forest zones 
· Forest offered degree of protection
· Gradually came into contact with Khazars 
· Khazars introduced Slavs to the glories of trade 
· Slav raw materials for Khazars produced goods
· Slavs realized they needed trade hubs, created cities along rivers
· Cities needed supply of goods, so surrounding areas would be dominated
· Thus Slavic city-states were created
· Dominated by wealthy Slavic merchants
· Most Important City-States	
· Novgorod 
· Kiev 
· Smolensk 
· By the 9th century, there were 12 tribes, some 238 towns, act of trade 
· However, was no political unity amongst various city-states
· Was a definite Slavic culture, and a sense of a nation beginning to develop
· Around this time, Khazars were defeated by Pechenegs, who began to cut off trade routes and start to threaten city-states
· Thus in 882, Slavs called for help 
· “Our land is great and abundant, but there is no order in it. Come and rule and reign over us”
· In theory was addressed to and answered by Varangians or Vikings (Norsemen)  
· Established first true political state in Russia, Kiev (Kievan Rus)
· Varangians 882
· Started in North Normandy, Scandinavia 
· Spread out to North America, around Europe
· Were well known to Slavs before 882
· Some had settled along the south of Russia
· Had been using river route for trade purposes
· Fins 
· Arabic world 
· South of Russia: Conquered Slavic tribe, “Rus” 
· Overtook name Rus 
· Established Great Sweden
· Invaded Constantinople (840)
· Came into contact with Slavs (probably had trading, and breeded together)
· Well known as ventures and soldiers of fortune, traders, explorers 
· Was only logical for the Slavs to turn to them for help when threatened by the Pechenegs 
· Slav’s call for help 
· Answered by Riurik
· Became first Rus ruler
· Started dynasty to last 700 years 
· Authenticity is subject to some doubt (as is the idea of the call for help)
· Probably what happened: contractual agreement for protection, not conquer, rule, reign over us 
· Probably glossed over by writers of chronicles to glorify the story 
· Two of Riurik’s followers, Askold and Dir asked to go re-establish trade with South Sweden, decided they liked Kiev and stayed there
· 873 Riurik went to Denmark
· Was succeeded by new group of Vikings under Oleg (we have historical evidence)
· Entered into historical contract
· Oleg went to Kiev as well
· Kiev had good trading with Constantinople 
· Askold and Dir were probably murdered by Oleg
· Two Historical Problems of the Coming of the Varangians
· How much influence did the Varangians have over Slavs?
· Varangians had decisive influence: Norman Theory (was dominant theory through the 19th century)
· Now is seen as doubtful
· There is evidence that Kiev was more culturally advanced than Scandinavia (comparing coins) 
· There are few Scandinavian words that have worked their way into Russian and Ukrainian 
· Very little Scandinavian influence in Slavic literature and architecture 
· Suggestion: Persian people and Asian people had greater influence than Varangians 
· Now political influence of Varangians is being questions
· Varangians did not start Kiev, did not come up with their own name Rus 
· No evidence of Riurik ever existing (other in historical chronicle)
· Russia remained Slavic, did not become Scandinavian
· Coming of Varangians wasn’t that important
· Provided the ruling family
· Most of Norman Theory is based on Primary Chronicle 
· How reliable is chronicle as a source of information?
· Covers period from coming of Riurik to the close of Riurik
· Written in 1110, 250 years after the fact by monks in Kiev on the basis of legends, traditions, folklore, etc. 
· Was subsequently lost, but copied in 1337 and continued to be copied
· Changed things 
· Thus we have issues of dates and things like that 
· Reflects Christian point of view in all issues 
· Monks praised descendants of Riurik because they were paying the salaries (not unusual) 
· Chronicle is interesting, but not particularly reliable
· Must be compared to other records of the period, archaeology, linguistic analysis, songs and folklore, other chronicles 
· 882: Oleg made himself Prince of Kiev
· Made Kiev his military base, headquarters
· Begins the state of Kievan Rus 
· First political state in the area we know as Russia
· Began dynasty 
· Oleg: 882-913
· Took about a century for Oleg and his successors to build up Kiev and make it a good state 
· Brought Slavic tribes under control (pacification)
· Unified various Slavic city-states into loose confederation called Kievan Rus
· Expanded militarily at expense of non-Slavic people (living in Steppes)
· Expanded trade with same peoples during periods of peace
· Adopted Christian religion
· Evolved in distinct political and social systems 
· Oleg, 882-913
· Began subjugation of Slavic tribes around Kiev
· Forced Slavs to pay tribute to him
· Opened trade routes to Constantinople 
· Made trade treaty with Byzantine empire 
· Much of Kiev’s subsequent wealth/ size came from this trade 
· Sent furs, honey, slaves  
· Received things of gold and silver, tools, weapons, 
· Igor, 913-945
· Had to re-conquer Slavic tribe
· Found that Slavic tribes felt their loyalty was to Oleg, not institution
· 945: Igor killed by trying to collect tribute twice from same tribe
· Olga, 945-962
· Regent
· Igor’s Slavic wife 
· Succeeded 
· Olga punished killers of her husband: 1/3 buried alive, 1/3 burned alive, 1/3 poisoned 
· Was converted to Christianity 
· Travelled to Constantinople 
· Byzantine emperor proposed marriage to her 
· Built up treasury 
· Sviatoslav, 1962-972
· Warrior prince
· Olga’s son
· Completed Kiev’s pacification 
· Set out on campaign against Pechenegs
· Took another campaign to Balkans, was caught and killed 
· Civil war waged amongst sons to see who should succeed
· Winner was Vladimir (apparently had seven wives, hundreds of concubines. 
· Known as St. Vladimir (978-1015)
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Kievan Rus 978-1054
· Vladimir became ruler of Kiev after killing older brother 
· Known as St. Vladimir because he converted Kievan Rus to Christianity 
· Listened to ambassadors from all world religions to see what the strengths of their churches were
· Sent his own ambassadors to various churches
· One who went to Constantinople (Greek Orthodox) was impressed by choir 
· Vladimir adopted Christianity from Constantinople (Greek Orthodox form) 
· There were also other reasons to take Christianity 
· Greek Roman Empire (controlled much of Western and Eastern Europe) got so big it had to be administratively divided
· Rome: Western (starting 3rd century BC- 3rd century AD)
· Most predominant
· Constantinople: Eastern
· This split became permanent in 395 AD, halves became self-governing
· As Rome declined in importance (after sacking of Rome by Visigoths), eastern half rose
· From fourth century to 11th century, eastern part was most wealthy, powerful and civilized part of Europe
· Rest of Western Europe was in the “Dark Ages”
· East: Byzantine Empire (lasts to 1453)
· Influence on Kievan Rus
· Christian church also split after 5th century AD
· Constantinople: HQ of Eastern/ Greek Orthodox church headed by patriarch 
· Rome: HQ of Roman Catholic church headed by pope 
· Differed over ritual, doctrine, trinity, relation between church and state
· Split intensified in 9th century, became permanent in 11th century 
· Roman Catholic church was responsible for Christianizing of Western Europe
· Greek Orthodox church did the same for Eastern Europe, and Baltics 
· Why did Vladimir adopt Christianity from Byzantine Empire? 
· At this stage in the 10th century, Byzantium represented highest civilization in Europe
· Constantinople was the new home of classical civilization, culture
· Preserved legacy of Greece and Rome 
· Was extremely wealthy- controlled much of trade in Mediterranean
· Made sense for Vladimir to associate with Byzantium
·  Eastern Church allowed the use of vernacular in services (Roman Catholic church used Latin, Islamic church used Arabic)
· Sts. Cyril and Methodius were told to set down the vernacular, and create a written language to facilitate worship in that language
· Result was Cyrillic alphabet 
· Eastern church recognized the supremacy of state power
· Emperor was the head both of the state and the church
· Church preached submission to secular authority/ political power 
· Church therefore did not represent a challenge to state power as it did in the West 
· Obviously appealed to the prince 
· None of these points are mentioned by the chronicle 
· Christianity became official religion in 988
· Ordered the entire population of Kiev be baptized in Kieber river 
· Remotely, paganism, human sacrifice, etc. still existed 
· Consequences to Christianity 
· Importation of Greek church officials
· Prayer books written in Cyrillic (first books to come to Kiev)
· Church opened schools (education improved)
· Church became center of Kiev, leader of Russian culture
· Maintained this to the 17th and 18th century 
· Byzantine and Christian practices/ principles come to be reflected in Kievan/ Russian laws 
· Established close ties with Byzantine Empire
· Yaroslav the Wise 1019-1054
· St Vladimir had 12 sons, his death in 1215 posed a succession problem
· Eldest: Sviatopolk killed three of his brothers, not Yaroslav
· Yaroslav came to the top in 1019 
· Challenged by brother Mystislav, partitioned
· After Mystislav’s death in 1035 cause reintegration of Russia
· Yaroslav’s reign symbolized high part in Kievan Rus history
· Unity among city states
· Defeated Peschenics in 1937 and brought temporary peace 
· Cumans took Pechenics place
· Kiev reached it’s greatest territorial size 
· Got into commercial and diplomatic relations with Germany (states), France, Scandinavia and Hungary 
· Volume of trade: Kievan Rus was ranked third amongst European trading countries 
· Marriage alliances: reflect importance of state
· Three daughters: married to the kings of France, Norway and Germany
· Three sons married German princesses
· Wife married Polish king
· Note these were connections with the West: Kievan Rus was really part of Europe
· Other countries wanted to be associated with Kievan Rus
· Architecture, education, 
· Adopted Russia’s first written code of laws
· Russkaia Pravda
· Combination of Slavic and Verantian practice modified by Byzantine and Christian principles
· Court procedures and fines came to replace vengeance as a method of justice 
· Brought in “wergeld” which was a money worth for each crime- would go to victim or significant other 
· Was added to as necessary 
· After Yaroslov’s death (1054), Kievan Rus started to decline 
· Succession crisis 
· Yaroslav had made testament 
· History
· Princes of Kiev would assign member of family or Varangian associate to run city states
· Temporary basis
· Acknowledged they could be switched one city state to another 
· Lower prince had responsibility for defense of city state and trade routes 
· Also was supposed to pick the tribute, taxes, fines owing to grand prince of Kievan Rus 
· Since lower prince had power of one or more city states, he initially appointed two Varangian officials in each town 
· Posadnik: Mayor/governor 
· Taxes
· Tribute 
· Was allowed to take money from top 
· Administer justice guided by Russkaia Pravda 
· Tysiatsky: Military/ police leader
· Protect city-state
· Protect trade routes 
· Trade 
· Power rested in the armed men: Druzhina (private army) 
· In return for their services, they became local Varangian aristocracy 
· Most influential Druzhina are boyars
· From them, city-state officials were picked
· Along with Posadnic, became known as city-state boyar duma 
· Consultative body 
· Legiaslation 
· No form of power
· No constitution
· Did not limit princes’ powers 
· Third political power: veche 
· Non-Varangian 
· All adult free males in town summoned to discuss some important question: war, peace 
· Cathedral square
· Or Marketplace
· By ringing of town’s bell 
· Needed popular support
· Needed Slavic support 
· Decisions had to be unanimous 
· Strong where prince was weak or frequently changed
· Strongest in Novgorod
· Closest Russia came to democratic representative institution during medieval times  
· Declined because it didn't do anything to institutionalize its power 
· Problems of succession
· This system was weakest whenever Grand Prince of Kiev died 
· Periods when brother fought brother to see who should succeed brother
· Happened before and after St Vladimir 
· All of Kievan land was considered to be indivisible, and possession of senior member of house of Riurik
· Father did not divide land amongst sons, assigned city states on temporary basis to some member of his family 
· Ideally eldest son would take over after father’s death 
· Often eldest son wasn’t strongest or most able
· Uncles were often left in the cold 
· Would fight- winner would be soul survivor
· At least land was kept indivisible- in hands of Grand Prince of Kiev
· Yuroslav tried to stop family feuding 
· By leaving testament in 1054 
· Instead of leaving all lands to one son, he divided them to five sons and one grandson
· Eldest got Kiev and title Grand Prince
· No city states- went to brothers by rank 
· Next got Trinigoth 
· Another got Vladimir 
· Third got Smolensk 
· Another got Susda
· Another got Varislov 
· One died, they would move up the ladder
· This was called rota system
· Oldest son was told to protect his brother from encroachment
· Younger brothers were told to obey grand prince (first among equals) 
· Led to series of conferences amongst princes- led to civil wars 
· Problems
· Sons of new grand-prince are left out of picture
· Land is now clearly divisible 
· Russia is divided 
· Kievan confederation start to crumble- system fails 
· Oldest son couldn’t run- wasn’t strong enough
· Formed a triumvirate with brothers, they couldn't win
· Oldest son fled and was killed 
· Youngest brothers weren’t often satisfied- made alliances with other brothers against grand prince
· City-states weren't satisfied with prince, took advantage of succession crises to take more power 
· Some princes were satisfied but didn't want to move up in the world 
· Some of dissatisfied relatives saught assistance of outward powers
· Led to interventions by foreign forces
· Sometimes Grand Prince tried to get own sons into picture by leaving land directly to them rather than following rota system
· Lasted from 1054-1097
· In 1097, conferenced in the town of Lubeh (in coursepack)
· Decided thus forth inheritance of each city state should be from father to son
· Permanent ownership replaces temporary administration
· Encourages separatism and localism
· No guarantee that Kiev will be first among equals
· Princes do not think about what’s good for confederation as a whole
· Whole series of separate city-states
· 1097-1132- held together
· Vladimir Monomoch 
· Mystoslav 
· Competent rulers
· Strong personalities 
· True leaders
· Tried to unite all other princes agains cumons 
· After mystoslav’s death, there was decline in powers 
· Kiev was sacked and taken by Mongols in 1240. 
· Official explanation: Kiev fell because of Mongols
· Historians think this is too simplistic 
· Answer is too complicated
· Reasons
· Lack of unity in royal family
· Succession problems led to civil wars
· Civil wars weakened Kiev
· Steady growth of localism
· Decline of Kiev’s central powers 
· Separate city states
· Abanage Russia 
· Separate histories of each cities 
· Capture of Kiev by Andrw Popiluski- prince of Susda 
· 1203- Kiev sacked by Cumons 
· Corresponding decline of Byzantine empire
· 1204- Byzantium was sacked by Christian knights from Western Europe
· Trade started to dry up
· Venice began to take over trade 
· Decline of trade routes through Kiev 
· Kiev had fallen due to its own internal problems before the Mongols had come
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The Mongol Yoke, 1240-1480
· First of invasions led by Genghis Khan 
· One of history’s greatest warriors 
· Was born in 1162 in upper Amor valley
· Started as small chieftan 
· Gradually brought together various nomadic Mongol tribes in Northern Siberia
· Conquered northern China up to great wall
· Conquered much of central Asia
· Decided to invade Russian states 
· Rather than usual way: across south
· Decided to come around south of Caspian, north of Caucuses
· Caught Cumins by surprise
· Called for help from Russian princes 
· All failed
· Genghis Khan defeated them
· Three princes surrendered 
· Khan liked to torture princes
· After victory, Genghis Khan and Mongols disappeared 
· Went to other side of Urals, were gone for 13 years 
· Genghis Khan died in 1292, succeeded by son Batu Khan 
· Batu Khan led second invasion 
· Mongols were ruthless
· Disciplined 
· Intention to stay 
· Captured cities: Kiev, Moscow, etc. 
· Grand Prince fled when he heard Mongols were approaching
· 1240 moved into heartland of Kievan Rus (now known as Ukraine)
· Captured Kiev and leveled city
· Did thorough job 
· Years later, skulls and skeletons remained in streets 
· Kiev had been in decline before this, but this finished her off for good
· Took centuries for Kiev to recover
· 1991: became capital of New Ukrainian Republic 
· Batu Khan wanted to capture West and continue work of Attila the Hun
· But received word that Ghengis Khan (Great Khan) was ill
· Decided to return, armies withdrew
· Saving Western Europe from invasion, central Europe from occupation 
· Mongols divided Russia into two parts
· One part that they controlled and divided- physically occupied and personally ran (southern, central Russia). Known as Golden Horde. Capital of Golden Horde was known as Sarai 
· One of several Mongol empires 
· One of history’s greatest, longest and least-studied empires 
· Subordinate empires acknowledged powers of Great Khan in China 
· Weakened by internal dissent
· Weakened by lack of leader once Batu Khan died
· Mongols came to exploit peoples and land
· Did not try to help people/ give them government 
· Other part was series of Princedoms that were subordinates of Mongols, but not occupied or ran by Mongols 
· Northern and Western Russia
· Collection of city states 
· Leaders were puppets of the Khan
· More affected by Mongol Yoke than masses
· Each prince had to have Yaerlic or decree from Khan confirming them in office 
· Had to go to China first to get one- then had to go to Sarai 
· Khan would give Yarlic not necessarily to most deserving but to highest bidder 
· Ivan I journeyed to Sarai 19 times to consult with Khan
· Another way to get Khan’s favour was to marry one of his daughters
· Two of the princes of Moscow Haidol and Yuri both married daughters of Khan
· Something like 17% of upper class of Moscow had Mongol blood in their veins. 
· Khan took first Russian census in ____to see how much tax should be given 
· If you couldn’t pay head tax, you’d be hauled into slavery- tax collectors were bashaks 
· Very cruel
· Khan wanted Russian princes to be tax collectors, not bashaks 
· Some princes offered to pay more taxes from subjects to gain power
· Subjects were exploited for Princes’ and Khan’s benefit 
· Was frequent military cooperation
· Aleksander Nevsky was helped by Mongol troops
· Ivan I was helped by Mongol troops
· Russian troops were to be found in Khan’s army in China in 13th century 
· Russian princes were not Russian heroes- rather they were collaborators 
· Got offices from Khan, collected taxes for Khan, cooperated militarily with Khan, married into Khan’s family 
· Sometimes worked in reverse
· Instead of cooperation, Khan could invade Russia at will to punish prince 
· During these 240 years, there were 48 invasions which caused great devastation to central Russia 
· Khan was quite willing to leave Russia alone
· Did not try to colonize or impose governmental system 
· Simply exploited area economically 
· (Now) Ukraine suffered the most
· Central Russia was next 
· North came out the best 
· Group that benefited from Mongol Yoke was clergy- Khan had power to confirm clergy
· Khan also believed in religion tolerance 
· Kublai Khan adopted Tibetan Buddhism
· By time Mongols took over, they had adopted form of Islam 
· Church was given special privileges by Khan in return for favours and preaching submission to Khan 
· Church was exempt from paying taxes
· Was immune from all political authority except Khan
· Grew in size and wealth 
· Bought land 
· Many of free peasants came tenant famers for the church
· Noblemen willed their land to the church with promise to become monks in old age
· System worked well for about a century 
26 September 2012
Decline of the Mongols 
· Mongols divided Russia into two parts
· One southern, occupied and ran personally: Golden Horde
· Rest of Russia: Appinage Russia was run by Russian Princes puppeted by Mongols
· Was period of occupation, isolation, devastation in Russia
· Starting 1450 on: steady decline in Mongol power
· Caused by danger to Khans- poison, etc.
· Succession problems
· Too many claimants for Khan
· Internal divisions
· Sheer size of Mongol area in Russia
· Growing power and boldness of Russian princes- especially princes of Moscow
· Ex. Dmitri of Moscow
· Decreed in office even though he paid lower tribute to Khan
· Defeated small Mongol detachment 
· Khan made deal with Lithuania: Lithuanians would come from South, Mongols would come from East and take Moscow 
· Faced with threat, Dmitri called for Russian crusade against Mongols (not only Muscovite crusade) 
· 120 princes answered his call
· Ended up with large army 
· Picked a good position to fight Mongols, near Don river
· Hilly 
· Hard for Mongols to use cavalry
· Struck Mongols before Lithuanians could come: Battle of Kulikovo (1380)
· Defeated the Mongols- first time ever 
· As result, Dmitri was named Dmitrii Donskoi 
· Improved Russian morale 
· Improved prestige of Moscow 
· 1382: Moscow was sacked by Mongols: Dmitri’s son went to Sarai to get his princeship
· Mongols besieged Moscow also in 1410, 1414, 1424 
· Therefore, Battle of Kulikovo wasn’t as influential as Russian historians (S.M. Soloviev) declared, but it was an example of the decline of Mongols 
· 1480: Battle of the Ugra: Ivan III became prince of Moscow, but his father made no mention of his need to go to Sarai to have his office as Prince of Moscow confirmed
· Was summoned to Sarai, refused to do so but sent some presents 
· Khan wasn’t happy, sent a portrait of him for Ivan to kneel before 
· Rather than bowing down before it, Ivan trampled on it and killed all but one messenger 
· Once again, Khan made deal with Lithuania, Lithuanians didn't show up
· Muscovite and Mongol empire met on Ugra river 
· River not wide or deep, not much of a river
· Should not have served as a natural barrier
· Armies faced each other for 5 months
· Ivan hurled insults over river 
· Winter came and Ugra river froze over: both sides were open to each other, both sides retreated
· Khan feared Muscovite trick
· Non-battle has gone down as “Glorious Victory on the Ugra” 
· After this non-battle, threat of Mongols was over 
· Russian Historian: V.O. Kliuchevsky: not big influence of Mongols
· Eurasian Theory: Importance of Mongols to Russia
· George Vernadsky
· Russia’s ties are with Asia (from this point on) not with Europe
· Kiev’s ties were with Europe
· Mongol words have worked their way into Russia 
· Mongols took first census
· Developed postal system
· Built roads 
·   Military tactics
· Influenced Russian thinking concerning corporal punishment, women (subordinate), absolutism 
· Other group of historians: Negative influence from Mongols 
· Mongols cut Russia off from West for 240 years 
· Russia missed out on 12th century Renaissance 
· Isolation of Russia from the West 
· Economic retardation caused to Russia by Mongols 
· Taxes 
· Economic dislocation, destruction  (48 Mongol invasions of Russia)
· Led to decline of towns
· Urban institutions 
· External trade was handled by Mongols
· Old trade routes were destructed
· Beginning of Serfdom in Russia 
· Growing lawlessness and anarchy in Russia 
· Breakdown of authority
· Russia lost her international standing 
· No more international marriages with Russian princes
· Territorial size
· During Mongols, Lithuania, Poland, Sweden, Mongols expanded and consolidated at Russia’s expense
· Start to see differentiation between Eastern Slavs
· Ukrainians, Rus, Russians 
· Under different rule
· Develop distinct characteristics, languages, cultures
Exception to this: City/ State of Novgorod (1147-1462)
· Novgorod was more or less spared by Mongol Yoke
· Was premier city in Russia after fall of Kiev and before the rise of Moscow
· 13th and 14th century
· Offered alternatives to Moscow’s political absence
· Formed political rule
· Novgorod was premier city in the area before the coming of the Varangians
· 8th, 9th century
· Strength was built on trade
· Was Northern end of trades from Byzantium 
· Was why Varangians were called to protect trade routes 
· Hard task
· As Kiev rose in important, Novgorod declined
· Novgorod was inside Kievan Rus, but was outside of Kiev’s circle of rule
· Kept more of its Slavic culture and traditions
· Less Byzantine influence 
· Novgorod paid tribute to grand prince of Kiev and was assigned a prince by Grand Prince of Kiev 
· But avoided much of political squabbling characterizing Kievan Rus
· Was training ground for young princes (St. Vladimir, Yuroslav the Wise) 
· Novgorod was outside of rota system, was no division of lands amongst princes’ family
· Were no major external threats during 11th and 12th centuries
· Thus Novgorod could turn their attention to economic and territorial expansion
· Pushed to North and East 
· In this forest zone, they formed colonial empire from the White sea to Urals 
· They got out of forest zone: Money, wax, timber 
· Brought these goods to Novgorod, shipped these goods West to the Baltic 
· To Sweden and various states in Germany 
· This prosperity gave Slavic merchants of Novgorod a sense of power and independence which their various counterparts lacked 
· They wanted to protect these privileges from princes 
· Rationale of Novgrodian “Democracy”
· Novgorod “Democracy”
· Expressed through “veche”- town meeting by all adult males called by bell
· Provided popular support for issues such as war or peace where they needed Slavic agreement 
· Merchants in Novgorod took advantage of decline of Kiev to increase their powers
· Prince assigned to Novgorod brought posadnik and tysiatsky to help control peoples
· Veche started to appoint interim posadnik and tysiatsky (Varangian at first)
· Who would hold offices until prince arrived
· Got prince to agree with people Veche elected
· Prince agreed that only people of Novgorod would take these roles on
· Veche simply took over election of Posadnik and Tysiatsky
· Became town’s representative to prince rather than other way around 
· Starting in 12th century, Veche started to appoint their own prince from members of royal family
· 1136, then-prince was imprisoned and expelled by Novgorod
· 1154-1160, 7 princes either fled or were expelled by Veche 
· 12th and 13th centuries, princes of Novgorod had to accept certain conditions by Veche or Lord Novgorod
· Live outside city walls
· Not own land or loan money or engage in trade 
· Prince had to agree not to subdivide lands 
· Veche started to pay their tribute to local prince (going to prince of Kiev) in installments to keep him in line 
· As a result, prince had a constitutional monarchy
· Protect trade routes
· Army
· Administer justice
· Help with administration
· Veche had weaknesses 
· Very large 
· Discussions were almost impossible
· Brute force was the only way to achieve unanimity 
· Veche could either approve or reject policy, it was hard to amend policy 
· Delegates didn’t happen- everyone controlled everything
· No regular meetings, just ad hock 
· Veche never set down powers in writing or developed constitution 
· Council of Notables was established because of this problem
· Influential people
· Wealthy Slavic merchants mostly
· As well as past posadnik and tysiatskys 
· Set policy to be approved by veche, after approved would implement policy
· Represented interest of town 
· Slavic institution 
· 14th century: all power in Council of Notables was vested in only a few families 
· Over time, tension developed between veche and council of Notables
· Caused by class differences 
· Prince was relatively unimportant in times of peace
· Things started to change in 13th century 
· Novgorod was suddenly threatened by Sweden, Teutonic Knights, Mongols
· Needed strong leadership 
· 1236: Alexander Nevsky was chosen prince
· First real threat came from Swedes
· Landed on the banks of the Neva river
· Wanted to break Novgorod’s hold on the waters of Finland
· Also were answering an appeal from the Pope for a Roman Catholic crusade against the Orthodox
· Alexander led militia of Novgorod against Swedes: won, was named Alexander Nevsky by Veche
· Was also named Saint by Orthodox church 
· Citizens of Novgorod, particularly in Council of Notables, didn’t like growing power and prestige of prince
· Thought it would be to their detriment
· Forced Alexander into exile 
· Second threat came from Teutonic Knights in 1241
· Crusading Anglo-Saxon religious order
· Conquered and converted Baltic states (Estonia, Latvia, Prussia) 
· Faced with this threat, Alexander was recalled
· Preceded to lead militia of Novgorod to victory over Teutonic Knights 
· Battle of the Ice (5 April 1242) 
· Third threat came from Mongols in 1245
· Mongols got to within 100km of Novgorod 
· 1246 Alexander went down to Sarai and became favourite of Khan 
· 1252 Khan named Alexander Grand Prince, which he held until 1263
· Alexander felt resistance to Mongols was dumb, they were too strong
· Even helped Mongol tax collectors and punished anti-Mongol people in his society 
· Was able to save Novgorod from Mongol Yoke and devastation  
· Novgorod prospered in 13th and 14th centuries 
· Preserved much of Kievan culture 
· Benefited from Western trade
· Reached greatest territorial size (Lands of Novgorod)
· Made up about 1/3 of Russia (from Baltic to Urals)
· In long run, weaknesses in Novgorod’s political structure prevented Novgorod from becoming the true lasting successor to Kiev
· Decline is explained by three factors:
· Growing class conflict inside city (veche vs. Council of Nobles)
· Growing decentralization of colonial empire which it had created 
· Rise of strong neighbors
· Lithuania west and Moscow southeast
· Lithuania: position to interrupt Novgorod’s western trade routes
· On Baltic as well, cause problems at sea
· Moscow could cut off grain supply which Novgorod had to have (was too north to grow wheat)
· Depended on imported grain 
· 1456: Novgorod paid Moscow and accepted its political leadership to keep the grain coming
· 1471: Boyars of Novgorod sought Lithuanian help against aristocratic Moscow, lost 
· Novgorod itself was imported into holdings of Moscow
· Consequences of fall of Novgorod
· Represented two alternatives to Mongol’s aristocratic form of government
· Direct democracy (some say this was a lost opportunity)
· Though Veche wasn’t healthy or efficient
· That of power concentrated in a few families rather than one man 

1 October 2012: You missed dis stupid girl. Look at your course-pack, study up LECTURE 5!
(except I’m pretty sure it was a movie) 












3 October 2012
The Rise of Muscovy, 1147-1533
· After the fall of Kiev Novgorod rose again, Mongols controlled rest of Russia 
· Novgorod was plagued by
· Internal weaknesses
· Class conflicts
· Poor geographical position 
· Mongols were also internally divided
· As they had came over as temporary army of occupation
· This raised the question of what city would take over as the capital of Rus 
· Kiev’s successor was Moscow
· New city
· No pre-Varangian history
· Had never had a prince appointed 
· First mentioned in 1147
· First importance was a holiday home 
· 1156: Chronicle says Prince Iurii built a kremlin (fortress) there to protect the region
· Second importance was defensive point
· 1237: Chronicle says Moscow was sacked by the Mongols 
· Moscow was assigned to Alexander Nevsky’s youngest son Daniel
· Daniel 1283-1303
· Expanded along Moscow river
· Used almost any means possible 
· Took Pereiaslav 
· Moscow controlled all territory surrounding city after Daniel’s land 
· Iurii 1303-1325
· Daniel’s son
· Captured more territories
· Claimed title of Grand Prince (title had rightly belonged to Michael of Tver, and so by claiming the title, Iurii started a war with Tver which would go on for the next 200 odd years)
· Iurii sent bribe to Khan to improve favour- married sister of Khan
· Iurii marched on Tver backed by Mongols 
· Was weak, fled
· Wife was captured and died in captivity 
· Rushed to Sarai, told them what Michel did, Khan summoned Michael to Sarai 
· Iurii had him stamped, trampled to death, heart cut out
· Bribery, marriage, no problems denouncing and murdering fellow Russian princes 
· Got murdered by the son of Michael in 1325
· Ivan I (Iurii’s brother) then took over 1328-1341
· Cunning
· Calculating
· Financially astute 
· Principles
· Friendship with Khan
· Wanted to enlarge territory of Moscow 
· Preferred to do this by peaceful means
· Got the friendship of the Khan partly by bribes 
· When an anti-Mongol rebellion broke out, it was crushed by Ivan 
· Tver was sacked by Moscow and the Mongols after a Mongol ambassador was killed in 1327
· Ivan was named Chief Tax Collector by Khan inside area of Russia 
· Charged river tax for those who used it 
· Known in history as Ivan Moneybags 
· Acquired a lot of land from peaceful means
· Inherited Vladimir 
· Married his daughters to princes of Rustov and Yuroslav, reinforcing claim to those territories
· Used tax profits to buy land 
· Also used tax profits to attract peasants to Moscow 
· Peasants increasingly valuable commodity 
· Invited more boyars to join his service
· Also won friendship of the Church 
· Metropolitan (head of the Church) stopped in Moscow on his way from Vladimir to Kiev
· Decided Moscow needed an impressive church
· Started to build Assumption Cathedral in the Kremlin 
· Was buried in this church 
· Next Metropolitan just moved to Moscow
· Prince of Moscow was in the position to protect the Church 
· Built the Troitsky Monastery 
· Made Moscow the religious capital of Russia
· Simeon (1341-1353)
· Referred himself as Prince of Russia
· Ivan II (1353-59)
· Ivan the meager
· People raided his territory, made fun of him, refused to pay taxes
· War with Tver was re-assumed
· Metropolitan got power of justice over other princes for Prince of Moscow
· Became power behind the throne, propped up the throne during momentary weakness 
· Successor was son: Dmitrii Donskoi (1359-89)
· Came to power in teens
· Married daughter of enemy Dmitrii of Suzdal 
· Needed to use power of church
· Best known for victory over Mongols in 1380 at Battle of Kulikovo 
· Supported by some 20 Russian princes
· Succeeded 
· Russian unity behind Moscow
· This victory adds to Moscow’s prestige 
· Novgorod chose not to join coalition over Mongols had to pay tribute to Moscow 
· Vasili I (1389-1425)	
· Got decree to be Prince of Moscow from Tamerlane (one of the last great Mongol leaders) 
· Expanded Moscow’s territory
· Started to look westward- started war with Lithuania 
· Vasili II Chernyi (1425-62)
· Had to fight with uncle Iurii, triumphed
· Began to establish monasteries in forest
· Expanded north into Novgorod’s territory 
· Moscow became the potential centre for entire Orthodox faith 
· Russia is cut off from Byzantine culture after fall of Constantinople
· Increases isolation of Russia 
· Themes in Muscovite History
· This period marked the unification of the lands around Moscow
· Marked that Moscow was number one amongst Russian cities
· Did not mean Grand Prince of Moscow wouldn’t be challenged internally-  by church or aristocracy	
· This was a theme
· Did not mean that Moscow was unchallenged within Russian land
· Important city-states were outside Moscow’s control
· Novgorod
· Skaf
· Did not mean Moscow was new European power as Kiev had been
· Lithuania, Sweden, Poland were more powerful
· Moscow had few Western contacts and was landlocked 
· After this, begins modern Russian history 
· Three next fought for Russian independence, to end Russia’s isolation from West, fought to regain western lands
· Worked to westernize state, diminish political power of boyars, claim religious supremacy 
· Ivan III (The Great) (1462-1505)
· Was well prepared due to helping father
· Was enigmatic 
· Killed one of his brothers and four of his nephews 
· Whipped monks, tortured Boyars, burned Poles at the stake 
· Was a coward 
· Had a grand plan: for uniting Russian lands, centralizing states powers 
· Was largely successful
· So is known as Ivan the Great (one of only three rulers to be given “the Great”)
· Territorial expansion
· Set about annexing ethnically Russian lands to Moscow 
· Means were questionable 
· Sometimes force and bribery
· Most important of acquisitions was Novgorod 
· Aristocracy of Novgorod recognized their own internal weaknesses and not good geographical position and growing power of Moscow, they turned to Lithuania for help 
· Ivan cut off supply of grain to Novgorod
· Result was semi-starvation, rebellion of lower class
· Cut off supply of furs from East 
· After capturing Novgorod, Ivan offered Novgorod a lenient peace 
· Had to promise to have no further ties to Lithuania, in exchange for keeping their freedom and state
· As soon as Ivan left, Novgorod assumed ties with Lithuania
· Ivan attacked again in 1478
· Once again was victorious
· Purged elites
· Many were deported 
· Veche was disbanded 
· Novgorod bell was shipped to Moscow with 300 wagonloads of loot
· Novgorod was imported into Moscow’s power 
· Prince of Tver fled from Ivan, territory was annexed to Moscow in 1485
· Yaroslav was taken
· Ivan tripled the size of Moscow in his 40 year reign 
· Refused to have allegiance to Mongols
· Refused to go to Sarai
· Trampled on picture of Khan
· Khan marched to Moscow expecting Lithuanian help, didn't get help, was defeated at Victory on Ugra in 1480
· Also ended isolation with West
· Made alliance with Moldavia, Denmark, Sweden
· Ended diplomatic negotiations with Hungary 
· 1472, Ivan married Zoe (or Sophie) Paleologue who was the niece of the last Byzantine emperor
· Had been raised in the court of the pope
· Was well educated in Byzantine and Roman culture 
· Brought people to Moscow; architects, stone masons, armorers
· Conquest of Ukrainian and Belarus lands had become goal
· Slavic
· Once been part of Kievan Rus 
· Had been taken over by Lithuania 
· There had been problems between Russia and Lithuania for a while
· 1492, attacked Lithuania 
· War was inconclusive
· Truce was signed with Lithuania
· Called for Ivan’s daughter Helen to marry king of Lithuania 
· Ivan thought Helen was being denied her right to her orthodox religion inside Lithuania (even though she wasn’t) and used this as an excuse for an attack on Lithuania
· Was able to gain Left Bank of Dnieper River 
· Resumed a 300 year old drive for the Baltic and the re-capture of the Ukrainian and Belarus lands in foreign lands
· Drive was to last until the end of the 18th century 
· Forced four of his brothers to recognize the supremacy of the grand prince of Moscow and leave all their lands to the grand prince of Moscow when dead, he would then leave his to his son Vasili III when he died
· One ruler, centralized rule
· Decline of boyars as political force 
· Largely by legal means
· No longer had freedom to choose which prince to serve as there was one prince
· Increasingly got their land only in return for service/ swearing allegiance to prince of Moscow
· Not a lot of boyar unity due to “mestnichestvo” 
· Means  “one’s place” in the heiarchy/ ancestry 
· Boyars spent time arguing about ancestors instead of consolidating power
· Ivan was prestigious as only Orthodox leader
· Vasili III 1505-1533
· Continued father’s foreign and domestic policies
· Continued territorial expansion of Muscovite state
· Picked up city of Viscov 
· By the end of his reign, all territory inside dark line (coursepack) was his 
· Continued the war with Lithuania
· Russia gained Smolensk 
· Left behind large, powerful, internally unified state to his three year old son Ivan IV (“Ivan the Terrible”)
· Ivan IV

IVAN THE TERRIBLE: YOU MISSED THIS CLASS SLUT
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Ivan the Terrible’s Domestic Reforms
· Unable to systematize the governmental machinery that grew
· No consistent legislative/ reform program 
· First 10 years: Ivan introduced a number of members which justify saying he did have a reform program 
· This alone should lead one to question whether his actions as a governmental leader was irrational 
· He hoped to achieve
· A more efficient, rationalized, centralized government
· This systematic centralization of the old system is quite consistent with the ad hoc programs from Ivan III and Ivan II
· Not reflections of class legislation 
· Not reforms
· Not reflections of democratic program 
· Reforms hurt the interests of the boyars, Church and peasants 
· Increased the absolute power of the government 
· Code of 1497 recognized old Kievan practice of komlenie 
· Local official would collect taxes and administer justice and serve as semi-policeman in his area
· In return for these actions, this official was allowed to keep some profits – was called komlenie
· Encouraged corruption 
· Governors didn't pay much attention to their jobs
· Could not be in any way punished while in office
· To curb these abuses, Ivan decreed in 1550 that each district had to elect an official who would carry out the judicial and police functions of the government 
· Idea was that it was like self-government
· 1552 fiscal authority of the governor was given to locally elected official known as a zemstvo. 
· If the zemstvo fucked up, the community would have to take responsible for it and the official would be put to death 
· Not done with the interest of the local citizens in mind
· Was done to strengthen and centralize the government itself (“self”-government)
· New code of laws: Sudebnik in 1550 
· Improved procedures
· Made governors responsible for the irregularities of their subordinates 
· Move is towards more centralization 
· Article 98 allowed the boyars to amend laws passed by the tzar 
· Tzar would confer with the boyars throught the boyar duma on legislative matters 
· No evidence that the boyar duma ever amended the tzar’s legislation
· Ivan called the first Zemskil Sobor (meeting- land assembly)
· 1566 (in his bad period) Ivan called together a group of boyars and churchmen and merchants (elites)- Zemskil Sobor 
· Appointed them as advisors
· Did not include peasants 
· Wanted them to advise him on the Baltic war 
· Beginnings of parliament? 
· Not representative body or corporate body 
· Members were there as servants to the state; not representing anyone
· Chosen from the top 
· Did not have constituents
· Government creation, not a product of popular pressure 
· Also were church reforms 
· Principally the work of three church councils, called by the metropolitan Macarius 
· Raise the prestige of the church vis a vis the Roman catholic church 
· Raise the level of the church 
· Met in 1547 and 1549
· Recognized the mass canonization of saints that had happened in recent years 
· Recognized more saints than had been created in the last 5 centuries
· Russian saints, not Byzantine saints 
· Made Russian church competitive with the Roman catholic church 
· Benefit: to prove these people should be canonized there is a collection of church books 
· Third church council:1551
· Adopted 100 chapters: Russian Stoglav
· Questions put to the council from Ivan through his metropolitan
· Reflected problems besetting the church
· Illiteracy of clergy
· Corruption 
· Indifference of clergy
· Church promised to take steps to reduce these problems 
· Promised to open hospitals and schools for clergy 
· Church did not take on general relief 
· Revised the Russian holy texts in light of Greek originals 
· 1551: church was unable to take on land without permission
· Improved organization of church hierarchy 
· Military reforms came into place in 1556
· Military service was obligatory for all nobles owning land 
· In 1556 Ivan regulated this service 
· Larger the state, must provide more men, more equipment 
· If a husband was killed in military service, state was to take care of widow and daughter
· Ivan established first regular standing regiments: streltsky
· 15th century: growth in tenancy: tenant farmers  
· Would repay landlord by paying olbrok 
· Money or crop rent- certain portion of money or crop in return ofor land
· Or using barshchina
· Labour
· Saw a change from tenant farmers to serfs as peasants came more and more tied to the land and unable to leave the land 
· Ivan III: 1497 declared tenants could only leave the land in the week either side of St. George’s day (mid November) after the crops were done 
· Vasilli I: declared that long-term tenants were unable to leave (after 15 years they were permanent) 
· Ivan IV instituted exit fee on week of either side of St. George’s day 
· 1580 Ivan declared first of “forbidden years” – all peasants forbidden to leave service of landlord
· Russia is moving close to serfdom as peasant loses right of movement
· Only thing peasant could do was flee 
· Only added to discontent amongst peasants
· Course of Ivan’s domestic and foreign policies: consistent, no break in 1560, territorial expansion in the east, administrative centralization and political absolutism 
· We have no original written record 
· Existence of partisan accounts: tail end of the Chronicles (obviously edited, don’t necessarily reflect an accurate picture of what’s going on. 
· Praised him for centralizing and expanding states 
· 18th century Russian historians took note of judicial and military reforms 
· Liberal historians 
· If Moscow was to have escaped the chaos and confusion of Kievan Rus and Poland it needed to have been centralized 
· Interpret Ivan in terms of his political achievements 

24 October 2012
TIME OF TROUBLES
You missed last class dumbass. 

Causes of Time of Troubles
· Succession crisis
· Internal unrest 
· Invited foreign intervention in Russia
· Poland
· Sweden
· Roman catholic countries, who are rivals 
· Fedor (1584-98) was weak witted and absentminded 
· Grown up without a mother
· With father who beat him 
· Running church inside kremlin, ringing bells 
· Claim to fame is that he died without producing a male heir 
· Extinguished house of Riurik which had been there for 700 years 
· It was inevitable that power rested with his advisors
· Chief was brother in law
· Boris Godunov (Regent) 
· Court nobility 
· More Mongol blood than anything
· Favourite of Ivan’s 
· Married chief 
· Good regent 
· Strong, astoute 
· Illiterate 
· Name appeared on all gov’t documents with Fedor’s 
· Chief responsibility for foreign affairs and internal security
· When Fedor died in 1598, many encouraged Boris to take the throne
· Refused unless he was elected by the Zemsky Sbor 
· They elected Fedor to become the new Tsar of Russia 
· At first he was hesitant
· People of Moscow implored him to change his mind, so he did
· After he became tsar he felt insecure because of his elected status 
· After Boris became the Tsar
· Exiled competitors (important- Philaret) 
· Foreign and domestic policies of Pedor and Tsar (1584-1605)
· Tensions with Poland and Lithuania were more relaxed 
· 15 year armistice between Russia and Poland was signed in 1587
· Did fight short war with Sweden in 1590
· Did not have hold on Baltic 
· Some areas near western Siberia left Russia after Ivan, Boris re-established Russian borders
· Boris was westernizer
· Sent 18 Russian students abroad to study 
· Entered into treaties
· England 
· Hansiatic League 
· Domestic
· Boris followed Ivan’s lead 
· Patriarch of Constantinople came to Moscow, Boris bribed/tricked/coerced him into naming Boris’ good friend Job as Patriarch of Russia (head of church, higher than Metropolitan) 
· Increases prestige of Russian church
· Part of the idea of Moscow, the Third Rome 
· Favoured interest of gentry over boyars and peasantry 
· Curtailed peasant movement 
· You must run away and stay off your land for five years to regain it
· 1601, peasants could not move to or be bought by a richer estate 
· 1603, forbidden year, nobody could leave their estates and every year after 
· Serfdom is complete in Russia 
· These measures against interest of boyars and peasantry caused unrest and resentment against Boris 
· Intensified by two events in early 17th century
· Famine that hit Russia in 1601 to 1603
· Crop failures
· Depopulation of the land
· People were forced to eat grass, manure, one another (?)
· Reaction to this, Boris organized breadlines in Moscow
· People flocked to Moscow- 100000 people starved to death in Moscow alone
· As result of famine, there was a mood of anarchy and revolution in the countryside
· Appearance of the First False Dmitrii (1605-1606)
· 1585: Dmitrii had been exiled (Ivan IV’s child by Martha Nagoi- wife number 7) 
· Only male heir to the throne should Pedor die
· Possible Pedor could have male child who would take presidence over Dmitrii 
· Possible Dmitrii could have been considered ineligible since the church only allows children from first 3 marriages to succeed 
· Became academic when he killed himself with a knife during a seizure during 1591 (7 years before Pedor died) 
· Even though Dmitrii could never come to the throne, his death was convenient for Boris
· Rumors circulated Boris had done him in to ensure his own succession to the throne
· Boris established committee to look into the death of Dmitrii 
· Published conflicting evidence
· Reported that witnesses said Dmitrii had killed himself as result of seizure
· Also reported that Martha (mother) who was in the house said her son would never have killed himself- that he was killed by Boris’ agents 
· Foreign travellers to Russia reported that Boris was responsible for death of Dmitrii
· Chronicles blamed Boris
· 18th century- Russian historians blamed Boris
· Parallel: Richard III 
· 1603, Orthodox monk Otrepiev fled to Poland claiming to be Dmitrii and have escaped assassination 12 years earlier, claiming he was the tsar of Russia 
· In Poland, he found support among Jesuits 
· Became Catholic 
· Decided to marry Marina 
· 1604 “Dmitrii” marched on Russia claiming he was the rightful ruler
· Backed by some boyars 
· Was joined by thousands of discontented Russians 
· In the end, won the war
· Boris died In 1605, was succeeded by 16 year old son Pedor II 
· Moscow mob killed Pedor Gudunov and mother after 6 months of rule
· Dmitrii came to power, his “mother” came to Moscow and recognized him as her son
· Married Marina 
· Poles were upset he returned to Orthodox and wasn’t really catholic
· Russians were upset he did not go to Orthodox church, and wore polish clothing 
· Boyar conspiracy started against Dmitrii
· He had served his purpose getting rid of Gudunovs
· Felt the need for a Boyar tsar 
· Boyars told the mob that the poles were killing their boyars 
· Killed Dmitrii 
· Mob proclaimed Vasili I Shuisky “The Boyar Tsar” tsar- 1606-10
· To justify his actions, Shuisky had to prove that Dmitrii was a false Dmitrii
· Had body of real Dmitrii moved to Moscow (who had been gone for 15 years)
· Martha claimed 15 year dead Dmitrii her son, not the guy who had been on the throne
· Shuisky officially blamed Boris for the murder of Dmitrii 
· Discontent still increased in Russia
· Moscow mob did not like boyar rule, nor did the gentry
· Peasants and Cossack supporters of the false Dmitrii disliked boyar rule 
· Shuisky was faced by three immediate threats:
· Cossacks found leader in Bolotnikov
· Had become leader of Cossack band
· Started to march north on Moscow
· Joined by gentry who didn’t like boyar rule 
· Started to call on the peasants to join him 
· This did not strike gentry well 
· Decided SHuisky was lesser of two evils, gentry defeated Bolotnikov
· Second false Dmitrii 
· Appeared in Poland in 1607
· Invaded Russia in 1608 
· Claimed to be Tsar
· Basis of support was Polish not Russian
· Claimed to be the Dmitrii which Shuisky had killed in 1606
· Didn’t bother Marina, had a child by him (fucked) 
· Didn’t bother Martha, 
· Wasn’t strong enough to capture Moscow, created his own court outside of Moscow
· Became rallying head for those against Shiusky 
· Peasants, Cossack followers 
· Shiusky needed help, turned to Poland and Sweden
· Poland and Sweden led foreign invasions 
· Sweden pulled out taking Novgorod 
· People could turn to Poles or second false Dmitrii 
· Turned to Poles 
· Second false Dmitrii was killed
· Polish king at the time repudiated agreement, wanted to be King of Russia too
· Set up Polish military dictatorship, remaining boyars were sent to Poland as POWs 
· Swedes decided they didn't like the idea of a pole on the throne of Russia
· Thus Swedes declared war on Russia 
· Faced with foreign occupation by Poles and invasion by Swedes, Russian national consciousness started to develop 
· Poles and Swedes were Catholic, Orthodox church began to try to rally Russians
· 1612: national army was formd in Russia 
· Started to besiege Poles in kremlin
· Defeated Polish relieving army
· War turned to Russia’s favour
· 1613: Zemsky Sabor chose Michael Romanov as tsar
· Had ties with old line  
· Was almost a boyar
· Son of Philaret 
· Seen as good choice, popular 
· Young, seen as easy to manipulate 
· Brought an end to the Time of Troubles 
· Results of Time of Troubles
· Brought very little real change
· Resulted in change of personalities, not social institutions 
· Completed fall of Boyars
· Trend had been in progress for 150 years
· New gentry soon started to take on boyar characteristics
· Little real change in that church maintained land and wealth 
· Serfdom remained, was intensified 
· Framework of centralization remained 
· Principles and framework of absolutism remained unchanged 
· Territorially, time of troubles resulted in the loss of Smolensk and Novgorod 
· Increase in xenophobia (hatred of all things foreign) 
· Economic interruption, and setbacks (like Mongols) 
· Resulted in growth of revolutionary spirit amongst Cossacks and serfs 
· Brought to power Romanov dynasty which was to rule Russia for the next 300 years 
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The Early Romanovs: Domestic Policy, 1613-1682
· Romanovs fought series of wasteful wars against Poland, Sweden and Turkey
· Regained some territories lost to the West- cliff bank of Dnieper river
· Domestic Policy: Despite legacy of Time of Troubles, early Romanovs were uninterested in reform
· No political philosophy or reform program 
· Changes that took place came as result of the influence of advisors and zemsky sabor 
· Unintentional consistency over these 70 years 
· Policies led either to the strengthening of central government (machinery) or through the classes of Russian society 
· These rulers kept the framework of political absolutism despite the nature of the rulers themselves (who weren’t really absolute) 
· There were four main reforms:
· Administrative centralization
· Army reform
· Code of 1649
· Religious reform 
· Administrative
· Ivan IV had made different departments
· Grew in an ad-hoc fashion 
· Jurisdiction between these departments was uncertain
· Responsibilities were overlapping
· Reform was to combine the prikaz into one department or to bring those that were similar under the control of one man (superministries) 
· Centralization of the beurocrcy 
· On provincial level, locally elected officials were responsible for the various functions of state (set up by Ivan IV and ended during the Time of Troubles)
· Early Romanovs started from scratch- judicial and police functions went to officials (voevoda) 
· Gave more supervisory powers over the tax collectors (called zemstvo) 
· Move towards centralization 
· Problems remained
· New powers were too broad and poorly defined 
· Invited corruption 
· 1621 the voevoda’s were told to not take more bribes
· 1642 zemsky sabor complained
· Both national and provincial positions were chaotic leaving a problem for Peter the Great 
· Army Reform
· Russian army was losing battles
· To Sweden
· Even to Poland
· Russian army was backward, poorly disciplined, poorly armed 
· 17th century Russian army was divided in to two parts: 
· Gentry militia (reserves)
· Called in time of need/ war 
· Standing/ Permanent army
· First part created in previous century (streltsky or riflemen- permanent soldiers stationed mostly around Moscow to help royal family)
· Second part: Registered Cossacks hired to guard the frontier in the south on a permanent basis
· Third part: draguny
· Peasants
· Each town or village was supposed to supply a certain number of recruits 
· Lived in communities that farmed during peace time 
· Who were led and trained by foreign officers 
· Always would be available in a time of conflict
· Army started to learn more from the west
· Foreign officers were hired to provide leadership, discipline, training, modernization, military tactics 
· Paved the way for famous military reforms of Peter the Great 
· Code of 1649 (Ulozhenie) 
· Drawn up by special commission of zemsky sbor 
· Approved by entire zemsky sbor in 1649
· Dominated by gentry 
· Gentry fared better than other classes 
· All class interests were subordinated for the interest of the state
· Had three purposes
· Codification: bringing together all the laws and grouping them by common themes
· Bringing together all the codes 
· Ensure collection of taxes 
· Salt tax 
· Increase on tax on sale of tobacco 
· Substitution of copper for silver in coins 
· Devaluation of currency 
· 1678: made household the basic tax unit rather than from one territorial unit 
· Ensure army service 
· In time of need and recruits 
· Divided Russian society into estates (classes)
· Each estate had rights and duties 
· Burghers: key source of taxes
· Kept in one place (to check tax evasion) 
· Keep them wealthy enough to pay taxes 
· Could no longer sell themselves into voluntary slavery to avoid taxes 
· All those who had sold themselves into slavery had to go back to original status
· Could not marry outside of their town of residence
· 1658: penalty of death for disobedience of marrying someone elsewhere
· In return, they were given a monopoly on domestic trade and commerce so as to ensure their wealth 
· Dvoriane (gentry- combined with Boyars) 
· Source of army officers
· Also were not allowed to sell themselves into slavery 
· All those who had done so had to be repatriated 
· No way to escape service 
· 100% hereditary 
· In return for service the ranks of the aristocracy were closed
· Only the sons of current dvoriane could enter into the ranks of the gentry 
· Gentry was given a monopoly: they were the only ones allowed to own serf estates 
· Church was unable to buy out these serf estates
· Local judicial powers of the church were given to the gentry 
· Peasantry
· To be source of revenue for the lords and source of recruits for the state
· To this end, the time limit on the capture of runaway serfs was removed 
· Tenant famers became serfs after three months service to the lord 
· No longer tenant farmers
· Transition from serfdom to slavery begins 
· Lord was given judicial powers over his serfs
· Reduced the serfs contacts with the states
· Less government protection
· Property of landlord 
· In return, the serf got nothing 
· Lasts till 1833 
· Religious reform
· Most far-reaching consequences and change 
· Problem was that while the church council in 1551 had recognized church abuses, these abuses had not been corrected 
· Councils under Ivan Iv had recognized the need for textual revision 
· There was low educational level of clergy 
· Had not been improved since the middle of the reign of Ivan IV
· Church was suspicious of innovation, intellect
· Faith was based on external observance rather than internal contemplation 
· What was important to the clergy was ritual and repetition 
· How do you reform a church that does not want to be reformed?
· Nikon in 1650s introduced three part reform program 
· Had began life as a peasant
· Became priest and eventually bishop
· Was ambitious, intelligent, strong-willed 
· Impressed Alexei 
· Became archbishop of Novgorod
· In 1652 he became patriarch of Orthodox church 
· Introduced his reform program without calling a church council 
· These changes came too suddenly and were too much of a shock 
· Nikon revised Orthodox text so they would most closely conform to Byzantine practices and original Greek texts 
· To make these changes and bring them up to date, translators compared original versions to Russian versions and re-translated 
· Introduction of new manual of church service (1655)
· Text improvements were at first accepted by all except the conservatives 
· Nikon introduced changes in ritual so that Russian ritual would conform with Byzantine practice and newly revised scripture
· Little changes (Iisus was the spelling of Jesus) 
· Decreed that the church progression should go in the same direction as the sun turns (which it doesn’t…)
· Icon purge happened to take down Italian icons 
· Much less support for these changes in ritual 
· Nikon also attempted to change the church-state relationship
· Disapproved the code of 1649 
· Believed in supremacy and equality 
· Alexei didn't like being told what to do 
· Alexei started to resist Nikon 
· Personality clash 
· 1658 Nikon retired to monastery outside of Moscow 
· Felt that in his absence the tsar would be helpless and would realize his need for Nikon 
· Alexei called Nikon’s bluff; let him sit in the monastery for 8 years, summoned him back in 1666 to sit on Church council
· Presided over by Alexei himself 
· Was attended by all other patriarchs inside Orthodox church
· Reached three decisions
· Condemned Nikon for failing to carry out his church duties 
· Church council removed Nikon as patriarch and sent him into exiles 
· Church was rewarded for having backed the tsar 
· Given back judicial authority over peasantry which it had lost 
· Church council accepted Nikon’s revisions of the texts and changes in church ritual 
· Raskol (Schism)
· Split in church
· Some people refused to accept the changes
· Peasants, rural preachers, gentry
· People whose beliefs were ingrained in tradition 
· Since the orthodox church had no Jesuits or inquisition, it was forced to call upon the state to enforce its decisions 
· Enforcements caused death to “old believers” 
· Consequences of religious reform
· Increased church’s subordination of state
· Had purged one independent leader Nikon 
· Moral force of Church had been shown to be not enough, had to rely on physical force of state
· Became indebted to state
· Schism prepared the way for the subjugation of the church under Peter the Great 
· Not only increased the church’s subordination, also weakened the church
· Split over minor issues
· Lost its most vital and active members, old believers 
· Increased the discontent in Russian society, increased popular unrest 
· Salt-tax riots in 1668, coin riots in 1662
· Examples of popular unrest
· 1650: Novgorod and Skoff revolted against Moscow since they wanted local administrators for local issues
· Zemsky Sbor was called into question
· Condemned Novgorod, Russian army went and attacked 
· Stenka Razin Cossack leading peasant revolt (name in coursepack) 
· 1670: Peasant revolution
· Sacked Zaritze
· Opened up jails 
· Divided up goods they found in market
· Established Cossack republic 
· Antarctic unrest 
· Accession of power of Peter I after death of Fedor III
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Peter the Great (1682-1725)
· Aleksei was married twice: Maria Miloslavsky (mother of Fedor III who succeeded Alexi who was in office till 1682)
· Ivan V would have been next, or Sophie 
· Problem was that Aleksei also married Natalia Naryshkin, and they had Peter I
· Peter was strong and healthy 
· Was only 10 when Fedor died 
· Because of his health in comparison to Ivan, he was backed as the successor
· Rivalry developed between Miloslavskys and Naryshkins who both claimed they were the tsar
· Streltsky complicated situation; they were supposed to protect the royal family. Many were old believers who resented the new church policies
· Also resented corruption, and lack of government paying their salaries  
· Streltsky would back whomever would give them the best deal 
· 1682; Sophie made an alliance with the Streltsky, they killed Natalia’s brothers and advisor  
· Peter was in the kremlin at the time, saw his family die 
· Sophie called Zemsky Sbor in session, they legitimized the coup
· They decided Ivan should be the senior tzar (at 15) and Peter would be the junior tsar (10) and that they should sit side by side on thrones
· Sophie was made regent
· Streltsky were given higher pay by Sophie 
· Peter was sent to Preporjansi (on outline)
· War games, played soldiers 
· Peter learned how to sail
· Was continued unrest among old believers
· 1686 Sophie joined anti-Turkish crusades
· Galitzen (?) foreign secretary went on these missions 
· On both occasions, they didn’t fare very well
· Many didn't like what Sophie was doing, looked to Peter as an alternative 
· Decided to hold a preventative coup, told the streltsky to arrest Peter
· Peter found out about this, at 17 left his pregnant wife, went to a monastery, got his friends to get rifles and come to the monastery
· Streltsky went home
· Patriarch and Galitzen joined Peter
· Sophie was sent into a convent, Galitzen was sent to Siberia 
· Peter left the government in the hands of his mother in 1689 and 1696
· In 1696 Ivan V died 
· Peter was then 24, he began to take charge 
· Problems: Russian administration was corrupt and chaotic, economy was stagnant and disorganized, low level of education and conflict, army was shitty, high level of unrest (serfs, old believers, streltsky), lack of leadership 
· Peter I was seemingly more interested in sailors and war games than ruling 
· Peter was both appealing and appalling
· Only tsar in 180 years who was a positive leader
· Strong
· Intelligent
· Dynamic  
· Energy and willpower and conviction 
· Bad temper
· Cruel 
· Lived simply and honestly and vigorously 
· Lived a life of drunkenness
· Called “the great” because he made history in his own right, by the force of his personality he changed the course of an empire
· Purposely caused Russian society to be turned upside down and re-ordered more modernly 
· Like Ivan IV, his personality as well as his deeds left their mark on Russian history 
· Childhood 
· Was 4 when his father Alexei died 
· Was 10 when he became co-tsar with Ivan V 
· Was 24 when he took power in his own right 
· During intervening years, he witnessed the killing of his relatives, was shipped to Prervojanskia, devoted himself to war games, enlisted stable boys to become his soldiers, used his soldiers in 1689 and nucleus of his new army
· Only formal education came from Nikita Zoltof 
· Chosen for knowledge of scriptures 
· Taught Peter how to read, memorize church texts, how to write 
· Was known for his drinking habits 
· Education ended when he was 10
· Informal education
· From foreigners living in the foreign settlement/ quarter 
· All foreigners were living there, ordinary Russians weren’t supposed to go into this quarter 
· Met (?) and (?)
· Learned arithmetic and geometry from Dutch guy, as well as artillery instruction
· Borden from Scotland talk him military stuff
· Peter was mostly self-educated 
· Mastered 20 trades in his lifetime (carpentry, dentistry, ship-building, architecture, book-printing, etc.)
· Thirst for practical knowledge was insatiable, capacity for physical work was enormous 
· Education culminated in Grand Embassy Tour which he took before settling down to rule Russia 
· Peter’s experience during his two campaigns to capture Azov started this
· 1695: found out that enthusiasm wasn’t enough, didn’t work  
· Built entire army that winter
· Brought foreign military leaders 
· Realized that from this Russia needed an alliance of European powers together to defeat the Turks 
· Became rationale for Grand Embassy Tour
· Visit capitals of Europe, get support, commence campaigns against the Turks 
· Departed from Russia in March of 1697
· Was gone for more than 17 months
· First Russian leader since Olga to leave Russia
· Travelled as Peter Mikailov 
· To avoid ceremonies, etc. 
· Among the 250 Russians who made up this tour there were 3 ambassadors, 6 trumpeters, 4 dwarfs 
· Peter planned first to go to Vienna since the holy roman emperor was the key to anything against the Turks 
· Peter got a lesson in diplomacy from Frederick III
· Frederick pointed out that Sweden was a better enemy than Turkey and the Baltic could be Russia’s sea
· King of Sweden was 15
· Number of countries (Poland, Denmark, Prussia) had grievances against Sweden
· Got a technical instruction
· Observed European factories, military maneuvers 
· Frederick III gave Peter military demonstrations
· Visited ironworks in Germany, shipyards in Holland, military arsenals in France, English parliament and mint, Brits put on a naval demonstration 
· Also hired Western specialists to work in Russia 
· Hired 900 people 
· Leaving members of embassy tours behind to study in European schools 
· Bought guns, a battleship, medicine, stuffed crocodile (?) 
· Leaned about Western manners and customs 
· Ordered that Russians in court should start to look like Europeans (no more beards) 
· Dressed in a combination of French and German style (ordered Russians dressed like this) 
· People (Streltsky) got upset by western influence, the loss of their own power, being let down in Azov 
· Revolt hastened Peter’s return
· Was put down before Peter got back to Russia, but Peter still wanted to investigate the revolt 
· Torture chambers were established around Moscow, 1700 members of the Streltsky were tortured, 1000 were hanged around Sophie’s convent, and around the Kremlin 
· Peter executed some of them 
· Bodies were left out for 5 months 
· Same purge was repeated in Azov 
· Power and influence of Streltsky was broken, Sophie was found innocent
· If Peter could be cruel, he could also be crude. 
· Catherine was Polish or Latvian immigrant
· Not very pretty 
· Liberated 
· Joined Peter on military campaigns
· 1724 Peter made her his empress and successor
· Successor should have been Alexei, son and heir by first wife
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Had been ignored by Peter, was educated and religious, drank a lot, physically unwell 
· Became a centre of anti-Peter opposition 
· Alexei was tortured, and died in prison 
· Peter celebrated it 
· 
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