Media History – Lecture Three
Literate culture: Writing


“ Cuneiform writing was characterized by triangles and the massing of parallel lines” (Innis, CIH, p 18)

· Innis points out that early writing (marks in clay) had to take place very quickly (before clay dries)
· Cuneiform writing represents a big shift in human communication: information becomes abstract, no longer material, but symbolic (a lot like your $ in the bank) 
Three types of writing systems:
1) Pictographic
2) Logographic
3) Phonographic 
Pictographic
· Pictogram or pictographs = pictorial representations of concrete objects 
Logographic:
· Logogram = a sign or a character representing a word. The logogram does not resemble that for which it stands (such as Chinese symbols)
Phonographic:
· Phonogram = a symbol representing a vocal sound (such as the alphabet)
Robinson argues that “modern hieroglyphs” are “sticking back” (p32) 

What is a primary oral culture?
· A culture that has no texts and no reliance on writing
· A culture that is based on the production of sound
· Sound is: evanescent, dynamic, constantly in movement
· The challenge for these cultures s to organize material for recall 
· According to Ong, knowledge in oral cultures is limited and group minded 
A great orality/literary device

“The trouble wit the categories is that they are rooted in a we/they division which is both binary and ethnocentric (…) We speak in terms of primitive and advanced, almost as if human minds themselves differed in their structure like machines of an earlier and later design” - Jack Goody

“At the same time, with telephone, radio, television and various kinds of sound tape, electronic technology has brought us into the age of ‘secondary orality’ this new orality has striking resemblances to the old in its participatory mystique, its fostering of a communal sense, its concentration on the present moment, and even in the use of formulas” (Walter Ong p54)

Communication
· Communication often about power
· Oral societies – everyone gets to see/hear/participate
· Liberate societies – require special skills (reading/writing) and tools (papyrus) that limit who can receive and who transmits
· Developments in communications- enlarge audience (receivers) while narrowing control over transmission 







Media History – November 2
Visual culture: photography and film
· Secondary orality by McLuhan and Walter: media after print culture that were speech based.
· Telephone, telegraph, television, radio
· Are we back into the communication where writing s no longer praised and speech is?
· Three new writing systems: rise of the 19th century will bring
· Photograph 
· Phonograph 
· Cinematograph 
Photograph:
· 1839 – first commercial photographic system (called the Daguerreotype)
· Photography on paper made it possible to reproduce images mechanically
· Photographs were slow to be featured regularly in newspaper
· Instead of the rich getting painting’s done etc. now with the Daguerreotype it became possible to have time bias because for the first time you could have a historical library of photos
· Make a huge commotion – people lined up, it was accessible to everyone
· The process was trademarked so that the creator could have some sort of recognition as it became so popular people would still remember his name, Louis-Jacques-Mande Daguerre
· Then replaced by photography on paper, cheaper simpler process




The rise of photojournalism
· Three constitutive elements
1) Halftone Pictures
2) Press photography
3) Photo agencies
· Transition from victoria journalism to photographic journalism.
· Easily reproduced, photographs in your newspaper
· Are we still living in the era where photographs are perceived as a bearer of truth as evidence of world events? 
· A sign is not that which it stands for
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“Although there is a sense in which the camera does indeed capture reality, not just interpret it, photographs are as much an interpretation of the world 
Cinematograph I:
· Eadweard Muybridge’s  “horse in motion” (1878) used motion picture as a scientific research tool… Thomas Edison later as a profit-making commercial amusement.
· How can we capture realities that our human eyes are missing?
· Zoopraxiscope  scientific aspect of using photography
· Lined up on a track, cameras, and each camera will capture a moment when the horse goes through. 
· A series of photographs that create the illusion of a moving picture.  
· The first motion picture apparatuses were named “kinetograph” (writes movement) “cinematograph” (movement) “biograph” and “animatoraph”
· Berlin subway ad used same technique as the super imposed ghost picture from the 19th century. 
· Linked to a view of the world called positivism
Positivism: the philosophical foundation of social science
· Auguste Comte (1798-1857)
Kinetograph:
· Was a individual viewing device that had a roll of film and you could see the image moving inside
· Inside the box was a simple spin that moved the photos to create image
· Vanished within a decade, was replaced by the cinema theater, where you would have at the back of a room a projector and at the front a screen
· Became a collective viewing device
· Key innovation that killed the kinetosocpe is the projector. 
Cinematograph II:
· The first viewing device was a “kinetosocpe” designed for individual viewing (1893)
· The Lumieres brothers introduced in 1895 a system with a projector, a camera and a developer all at once. 

“Nickelodeon” (cost a nickel) and mass culture
· Projected moving pictures became a popular leisure activity at the beginning of the 20th century, even for the rather poor newly urban working class
· Early films were projected in vaudeville theaters, opera houses, and department stores. Cinema became a “mass” experience rather than an individual one.
· Over crowded, dark, grimy
· Lyric theater in Kitchener, established in 1921
· All in the same room, experiencing the same thing, but each person have individual thoughts.

·  Audiences boomed between 1905 and 1918. 
· According to Czitrom, what are two key factors that contributed to this?
· Technical progress, introduced the refinement of the film itself, allowed longer films, up to 15 minutes, more people would come because they would get use of the money they pay. The rise of the nickelodeons, leaving the coffee houses, and department stores and going to spaces that are specifically designed for these type of activities. World war, allowed for a space for people to escape the realities of the outside world.
· Creates new cultural industries and the culture of the celebrating
· Arcades that were created, the first malls, interior mall that has a sidewalk inside. Cinema Theater was found nearby to these. Today cinemas are found near malls. 
· Space for people to consume, pay for the cinema theater and only get entertainment, not a material good. 
· Another Mcluhnism: the medium is the “mass” age, the era of mass culture 
· Creates the rise of the Start system 
· Turn to celebrities, where you see the perfect shot of these actresses, who appear to be perfect, it’s a projection of who you would like to resemble
· An inspiration for coping with a strange world, they see someone who is healthy and happy, free of the workers load, the stars would have a sleek image of the perfect life.

Sound culture: from the phonograph to Radio
- Film was silent until the 1920’s
Phonograph: 
· 1877: Edison invent the phonograph as an extension of the telephone (again, positivism is associated with the invention)
· The phonograph was prompted with exhibitous which improved the audience in the three distinct ways
· Seen as an accurate and impartial means of transmitting the authors voice
· Grammys are short for gramophone
· Gramophone and phonograph same thing, just competitors against each other
Radio
· Wireless telegraphy (Marconi 1894)
· First developed as a point to point communication device , that used Morse code
· From the 1900 to the WWI, radio mostly attracts amateurs
· Regulations start in the 1910’s and continue until the 1920’s with the rise of the national broadcasting companies (BBC, CBC, NBC, etc.)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]
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