Terms, Concepts, and People for Hindu Traditions

Four Vedas
Śruti –“What is heard” i.e direct revelation
Smṛti-“What is remembered” i.e indirect revelation
Vedism/Brahmanism –oldest stratum of Religious activity in Indian where there exists written material. One of the major traditions that shaped Hinduism. 
puruṣa –man/person/spirit
yajña –Vedic sacrifice

Śramaṇa –To exert, to strive
Saṃsāra - Transmigration
Karma - Action
Nirvāṇa – emancipation/liberation
Vardhamāna Mahāvīra –(Sanskrit: Great Hero), primary proclaimer of  Jainism
Siddhārtha Gautama- “The awakened one” (Buddha) Founder of Theravadin (Earliest school of Indian Buddhism)

Yājn̄avalkya -Sage
Bṛhadāraṇyaka Upaniṣad –The concluding section of the voluminous Śatapatha Brāhamaṇa of the White Yajurveda (oldest of the Upanisads)
Ātman –Bodily self, saddled with the self of knowledge
Brahman- speech, lifebreath, sight, hearing, mind, heart, space, real, lighting
Prāṇa –the vital functions

Sūtra- May refer to a single aphorism, a collection of aphorisms or a lengthier prose teaching (Literally “thread”).
Sāmānya-Resemblance
Śrauta-Literally relating to Śruti (“what is heard” i.e direct revelation)
Gṛhasthin -Household
Āśrama-A four-part, age-based life stages for an individual: celibate student, householder, forest dweller, roaming mendicant.

Puruṣārtha/Trivarga- A doctrine comprising of three divisions or categories: Encyclopedic approach across dharma, artha and Kama
Tṛtiya prakṛti/naṃpusaka-Transgender or “third gender”bodies
Kāma –Sex, pleasure
Vātsyāyana-Author of the Kamasutra
nāgarika –Man-about-town

Rājamaṇḍala-“Circle of kings” formulated by Kautilya that describes circles of friends and enemies surrounding the King’s state. 
Rājya-Polity/kingdom
Mantrin-Minister
Vijigīṣu –Desirous of conquest
Mātsya-nyāya-Laws of the Fishes, Big fish eats the small fish

Maṅgala/amaṅgala- auspicious/inauspicious
Śuci/aśuci-Purity
William Jones- Judge in India (would consult Brahmins on laws before the translation of The Laws of Manu)
Manusmṛti –A work of Hindu law and ancient Indian society, known as the Laws of Manu.

Itihāsa-history
Purāṇa-old/ancient
Mahābhārata- Celebration of the courage on the battlefield, Tale of the Kurukṣetra War between a set of cousins called the Kauravas and Pandavas.
Bhagavad Gītā-A central text for thinking about a variety of concepts in Hinduism including bhakti, dharma, and yoga. (700 verses long)
Kṛṣṇa-One of Vishnu’s ten forms of avatar, both man and God.
Paṇḍavas –Descendants of Pandu, Five brothers 1) Yudhiṣṭhira, 2) Bhīma, 3) Arjuna, 4) Nakula, and 5) Sahadeva.
Kauravas-Descendants of Kuru, five of the 100 children are 1) Duryodhana, 2) Duḥśāsana, 3) Vikarṇa, 4) Yuyutsu, and 5) Duḥśala

[bookmark: _GoBack] 

R —

G et bant e aee o

e e A, e e
e

vt

P —
N o e

Vst S Gt e, iy e o i

S s skt e (B P ol s it
ot o i

s S
O s The cocingsctn ot St s
e e ot e Uy

e B i S i o v

i e g ot ot e,

B
e
[ —
e R —

e o i e e s g
i s T e e b

Vet

i o

o et K sl f s s
m-“:\‘wmnnnv‘m -
oo s, i e e el




