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The emergence of Linkedin in today’s society has been very influential on the operations of most businesses around the globe, when it comes to connecting with individuals and or businesses. Being active on Linkedin, and more importantly, having a profile which would stand out in the eyes of potential employers is crucial for students like me. With regards to that, I have decided to compare and contrast my current Linkedin profile with one of the best ones I thought I had encountered. For my own curiosity, I was browsing around on a few of my family members profiles, and my uncle, Manpratap Bal, had the best profile I had seen. For that reason, I chose to compare and contrast my profile with the likes of my uncles. Just with a quick glance, I was already able to tell where my current profile was lacking, so I decided to compare those parts of my profile with my uncles. These sections included, content, presentation, attention to detail, and quality versus quantity of the content in said profiles. Within this essay, one will be able to see the similarities and differences between my profile and my uncle, Manpratap Bal.  

	Presentation of your profile is going to be the first thing someone is going to see when they view your profile. It is vital that you do not have a clustered profile, meaning, do not have everything just thrown in there, you must properly place all your content in the proper sections, and have all the other information you are inputting is stored. The biggest thing I noticed between the two profiles, was that even though I had less content to put in my profile than my uncles, I somehow managed to have more words on my profile. This clearly shows that I may have just been putting in stuff that doesn’t help my profile at all, and could potentially hinder my employability chances. I also was not being as direct as I could have been, by beating around the bush a tad bit rather than just stating the facts. Another major difference between the two profiles, which is a big one in my opinion, was that my profile had not visual media of any sort. I hadn’t even uploaded a picture of myself when I created my account. Having a picture is a must, because people like to know who the person they are talking to, and who they might be potentially be meeting looks like. Even more than just having a picture of you, I must ensure that I make it a professional headshot, where I look like a friendly and approachable person. Doing this makes many big differences, not only with letting people know what you look like, but there will be a lot of people out there who you have met and know who they are, but might not necessarily remember their name. So, having a picture of you allows them or you to be given the chance to connect with each other again. With all of this being said, it is crucial that you have a presentable profile with an inviting headshot of you, because these are going to be the first things that bring people to your profile. You may have the best content in your profile, but if it is not presentable, it is going to be hard to attract people to your profile, and even if they view it, it might be unable to keep them on your profile. 

	The last thing I compared between the two profiles, was the overall quality and quantity of all the information inputted into the two profiles. This was somewhere I found some similarities between the profiles. As I mentioned earlier, I do not necessarily have as much relevant information I could place in my profile as my uncle, but I did find that I did well when it came to not putting in too much random stuff in my profile. It might be hard to tell who I am attempting to target and or draw into my profile with the information I currently have, but that is due to the lack of experience and exposure to the industry. So, I do believe that it is better to have the problem of not necessarily being able to tell who you are targeting, rather than people just thinking you are putting in random skills and content that has absolutely no purpose to be in a professional Linkedin profile. 

	The content you provide in your profile is the most crucial aspect to your Linkedin profile. Potential employers will be looking to make sure you have exactly what they are looking for, so it is it very important that your content is relevant, and not only relevant, but relevant to your potential employer you are looking to target. With that being said, we will jump into what I was able to take away, when I was comparing the two profiles mentioned earlier. A good profile will have a proper individual standing, which I, found was already done in a well manner, as I ensured that I wouldn’t create my profile without having a solid individual positioning. Another very important aspect to me was the skills section. A lot of my current information was not necessarily relevant as to what field of work I am looking to further my career in. This was something that I could clearly see the difference when it came between my profile and the one I mentioned earlier, was that the aforementioned profile was clearly showing which field of work he would like to work in. No skills were added that didn’t show that he was wanting to work anywhere besides a hospital. That isn’t the case in my profile, one could look at my skills, and have absolutely no clue who I am attempting to target. This is the first thing I know I must fix when I go to alter my profile after finishing comparing and contrasting between the two profiles mentioned. Another thing where I noticed a difference between the two profiles, was the lack of strategic planning in my layout of content. A lot of my content was kind of thrown in there, and not planned out properly. Unlike my uncle, my work history and relevant information to the field I aspire to work in, is lacking heavily due to experience and exposure to the industry. So, the best thing to do for now is to continue working and getting the experience I need to make the content on my Linkedin profile more relevant and capable of targeting the right employers. 
	
	In conclusion to all of this, it was evident that there were many differences in the two profiles I compared and contrasted, but there were also many similarities, just to a smaller scale, due to experience and lack of experience. But this was still a learning moment, as I was able to take away a lot of valuable information when comparing the two profiles. A very significant thing I am going to be able to take away from this and apply on my own profile, is that presentation is crucial. To be able to attract people to your profile is the first step. If you are unable to do this, there is going to be absolutely no chance for you to get any networking done. Everything from your picture to your skills section must be presentable to the best manner. It is also vital that your profile consists of only information that is directed towards a specific field of interest. Without having that, it is very hard for people to find you, and if even if you try to connect with them, they might not reciprocate the interest back towards you, because they could have no idea what exactly you are out to accomplish. Someone who clearly shows what they are looking to achieve with their profile, has a much better chance at getting interest shown to them from potential employers and other professionals. Therefore, with all of the information and knowledge gathered from the comparison of the two profiles, I am able to say that it crucial you do your best to attract the right people to your profile, and the best ways to achieve that, is by ensuring you have a presentable, well laid out profile. Along with being presentable, one must have relevant information in their profile to allow potential employers and other professionals to know exactly what you are looking to achieve with Linkedin. Ensure them that you are not just on Linkedin to connect with old friends, give them that reason to believe that you are targeting your profile towards them. I mentioned that within this essay, one will be able to see the similarities and differences between my profile and my uncle, Manpratap Bal, and that is exactly what I believe I have done, as I was able to show what you should and shouldn’t do in your profiles, and gave reasoning behind every point that was made in this essay. 
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