Public Opinion
-political socialization: process of personal and background traits influencing views about politics and government

->family (weaker)
· genetics - caution (national league and presidency)
->groups (voluntary and non-voluntary)
· religion (social > non-social)
->education
· increase participation (voting, lobby, etc)
->political conditions
· depression, WW2, 9/11, 2008 recession

The Gender Gap:
-men increasingly Republican since the mid-1960's
-women increasingly identity with democrats
-reflects attitudinal differences - examples 
· role/size of government
· gun control
· social programs/safety net
· rights (gender, sex, etc)
-huge electoral/political issue

Age Gap?
-are the youth different than the old fogies?
-do they vote less? (18% 2008, 19% 2012)
-if so, why?
· dissatisfaction, time, interests, etc (next slide)
-attitudes differ - especially on rights issues
· slide two down
-do differences was out over time - why?
-events during 'coming of age' endure

Cleavages in Public Opinion:
-things/issues that divide public/voters
-traditional cleavages
· social class, race and ethnicity, region
-other cleavages
· income, occupation, gender, sex orient
-cleavages reinforce, crosscut
· think about a room full of people in groups
· income + profession + education = reinforce
· religion + (education or income) = crosscut



Social Class:
Social Class
-ill-defined
-uncomfortable?
-recognized in specific cases: truck drivers and investment bankers

-less important in the U.S. than in Europe
-the extent has declined 

Religion:
-Political Barriers
· JFK
· family values 80's and 90's
-Evangelical Christians
· 27% electorate (record), 79% Romney
-Other Religious Affiliations
· Hispanic Catholics, African American Protestants, Jewish - grow and democratic
· 'Nones' 20%, 70% Obama, fastest growth
-Institutional Influence; modernity; leadership; organizations
-Obama - Catholic institution and free contraception

Race and Ethnicity:
-Blacks and Whites
· similarities and differences are complex
· some evidence that they may be narrowing
· African American - 90%, Democrats (exponentially OJ: 70/70)
-Latinos
· tend to identify as Democrats
· diverse group
-Asians tend to be Republican
· diversity increasingly important
· second generation?
-Regional Differences
· White southerners
· Northeast Liberals
· Pot-smoking west coast
· Middle America
· The Mid-West
· Texans
->These are not stable - population became more unteathered to location 
Political Ideology:
-a more or less consistent set of beliefs about what policies government ought to pursue
-great majority do not think ideologically
-consistent attitudes > ideology?
-are people really consistent?
-does the ideological spectrum make sense?
-for example, Ron Paul - far right or far left?

Red States vs. Blue States:
-Urban Vs. Rural Division?

