Public Opinion
Values/beliefs: basic orientation to politics
Political Ideology: complex, interrelated set of beliefs and values, form general philosophy about government
Public Opinion: how people think or feel about particular things?
Do we get accurate reads?
-lost of confidence on business polling
-how much info do polls convey?

Where do we get our opinions?
-most have few political info or opinions
-costs - time, energy, skills, acquisition
-people seek shortcuts (family, friends, media)
-costs? you can't defend political interests = you're a loser
-easier to manipulate - people and political process

Common American Values:
-are there any?
-equality of opportunity
-individual freedom
-democracy

Random Sampling:
-random sampling is necessary
-need about 1050 people when population is more than 500 000 people
-requires about 15 000 phone calls (people screen you, don't pick up, people say no)
-margin of error of +/- 3%
-problems: cell phones, no call lists, screening, apathy
-solutions...the internet 

What else is important?
-question wording
-framing
-qualified workers (lowest cost bids)
-dates of polls
-information about poll
->sponsor, firm, dates, population, #, margin of error, report
-ability to report polls





How Opinions Differ?
-Saliency: some people care more about certain issues than other people do
-Stability: the steadiness or volatility of opinion on an issue (evident when they were polling in the presidential election - "enthusiasm gap") - are you confident with your vote or will you change it on election day?
-Opinion-Policy Congruence: the level of correspondence between government action and majority sentiment on an issue
-Political Attention - an issue of time
->Rational Ignorance? 

Where do we get our opinions? Other things to consider...
-Ideology
-Attention
-Cues (non-government leaders)
-Government (propaganda, advertisements, conservative "economic action plan", Clinton theme of the week - education week, homeownership week)
-Private Groups (try and outlaw imported guns, long trucks)
-Media

Should Polls Affect Policy:
-Abraham Lincoln says government: of, by, for the people
-Founders didn't trust the public
->insulated institutions from opinion

-Is poll-driven government even possible?
-polling on big electoral issues "easy"
-policy: more obscure/complicated - much harder
-trust opinions? individuals vs. aggregate
 as justification for existing opinions?
-separation of powers as it checks on public opinion

Gulf War 2 and Public Opinion:
-64% approved military action against Iraq
-62% want Bush to find a diplomatic solution
-62% believe the threat of terrorism directed against the US would increase due to war

Do Polls Affect the People:
-Benjamin Ginsberg argument
-from voluntary to externally subsidized
-from behaviour to attitude
-from group to individual
-from spontaneous assertion to constrained response (people writing polls constrain your response)
-safer for government

