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Sociology - Lecture 2
The Origins of Sociology: Social Fact, Social Conflict, Social Action
When, Where, and Why was sociology invented
When: 180 years ago (invented by August Conte)
Philosophers have been making observations about society and its nature since long before Sociology was invented. None analysed society in a scientific manner.
Confucius
Plato
Thought all forms of social life are the outcome of debate
Aristotle
Shakespeare
Made countless observations about human behaviour and conditions through his plays
Montesquieu
Human laws are arbitrary, not universal
Social Change and Sociology
Industrial Revolution
The process by which society is transformed from a dependance on agriculture and handmade products to manufacturing and related industries
Political Revolutions
Changes in Political thought
Society was the product of individual self-interest
New political climate: individual freedom of rights
French Revolution
Introduction of a new principle into history by demanding political action to redress mass poverty -> “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity”
Political action where people demanded that the king acts for the people
Thousands of people who disagreed with the revolution or who represented the old life (large inequality and oppression through religious institution) were decapitated.
Urbanization Process
Population moving from rural areas to cities to work in the industries mentioned in the industrial revolution
Scientific Revolution
Social Problems caused by Industrialization/Urbanization:
Inadequate Housing, crowded cities, unsanitary/unhealthy work and living conditions, homelessness, criminal behaviour, pollution, high rates of poverty
Popular discontent among working class:
Strikes, protest, social uprising, angry mobs clashing with the police/army
Famous novels of what was occurring in the 19th century due to these issues:
Les Miserables (Victor Hugo)
Germinal (Emile Zola)
Oliver Twist (Charles Dikens)
Herman Melville’s novels
Early Sociologists
How and why do societies change?
What are the forces holding societies together to create order and stability over time
How do modern societies differ from old ones?
Auguste Comte
One of the founding Fathers of the disipline
Coined the word Sociology, prefers the term Social Physics (term got stolen by his rival shortly before he was going to publish his book)
Sought to do a science of society (Comte believed that he could apply the scientific method and laws that applied to other sciences to discover the laws of Society) - Sociology was modelled after physics
Social statics (order and stability) and dynamics (conflict and change) 
Emile Durkheim
Father of sociology
Created the first rules of sociology
Brought sociology to the university, created the first chair in sociology at La Sorbonne in Paris
Trained the first students in the discipline
Created the first academic sociological journal, L’Année sociologique
Wrote about labour, suicide, etc…
Also had resentment for the French revolution, was worried about the effects it would have, especially in terms of order and social stability
Was worried by the rise of anti-semitism in France and Europe in general.
He believed that society is more than simply the sum of its parts (not just the individuals living in society). Society has a unique character of its own; not reducible tot he behaviour of any one individual
Social world with its social laws of its own (just like Bio, Physics, Chemistry, Psychology).
Social World (3 units of measurement):
1. Social Facts are patterned ways of acting, thinking, and feeling that exist outside any one individual but that exert social control over each person.
i.e. Suicide.
Suicide is a social fact.
What could be more personal than the act of taking one’s own life.
Social distribution of suicide and its rate among different groups by country
For any given country the suicide rate stays more or less the same over time - confirming that it was a social fact (not isolated factor or phenomenon) but rather a social construct, since there was always someone taking the place of the former suicidee (someone cant commit suicide twice, but the stats remained stable)
Not only was it stable over time, but it differed widely amongst countries.
Categories of people with strong social ties had a low suicide rate; more socially isolated people had higher suicide rate.
Karl Marx - Next lecture
4
