Week 12: 9-11, Terrorism and Human Rights
Key points from last week
1. HR are a cheap tool for west to exercise influence on Asia (instead of following policies which may obligate them financially)
· All countries are bound to the standards set by HR, not just East Asia

2. HR as instrument of economic competition – so much so that they have devolved into hazier notions of “freedom” and “democracy”
- “Freedom” and “Democracy” are part of the HR movement and need to be delineated carefully
3. HR i.e. “Western Values” grate on Asians (communitarianism vs. individuality)
· Consensus seeking vs. consensus imposing
4. Very few universal human rights
· There is leeway in the HR system that allows for cultural difference
Roadmap for Week 12
· 9-11: a day that changed the conversation
· A perspective on Muslims, Islam and religious extremism
· Terrorism – definition
· Limitations vs. Derogations
Issues related to 9-11:
· Self Determination
· Definition of terrorism
· State sovereignty
· Human rights protection/enforcement
· Limitations
· Derogations
· State security
Def’n of Terrorist Act:
· UN Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism. Article 2(b):
· Any other act intended to cause death or serious bodily injury to a civilian, or to any other person not taking an active part in the hostilities in a situation of armed conflict, when the purpose of such act, by its nature or context, is to intimidate a population, or to compel a Government or an international organization to do or to abstain from doing any act.
Considerations relating to Terrorism:
· How do we ensure that the self-determination of peoples is protected?
· How do we recognize the legitimacy of armed struggle by liberation groups?
· Terrorism should not be allowed if civilians are targeted. 
· What about state terrorism?
· Is terrorism equivalent to crimes against humanity?
Restrictions / Limitations
· Limitation on/of a right
· Example – ICCPR Article 18:
· 1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This right shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and freedom, either individually or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching. 
· 2. No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice. 
· 3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health, or morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others. 
Definition of Derogation
· Partial revocation or annulment of law
Example of Derogation:
· ICCPR art. 4:
· 1 . In time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the existence of which is officially proclaimed, the States Parties to the present Covenant may take measures derogating from their obligations under the present Covenant to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are not inconsistent with their other obligations under international law and do not involve discrimination solely on the ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin. 
· 2. No derogation from articles 6, 7, 8 (paragraphs I and 2), 11, 15, 16 and 18 may be made under this provision. 
· 3. Any State Party to the present Covenant availing itself of the right of derogation shall immediately inform the other States Parties to the present Covenant, through the intermediary of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, of the provisions from which it has derogated and of the reasons by which it was actuated. A further communication shall be made, through the same intermediary, on the date on which it terminates such derogation. 
Key Points for this week”
· Definition/ act of derogation, terrorism
· There are processes in place that allow states to derogate from certain Human Rights during national emergencies
· How do we ensure the right to self-determination and not terrorism? 
· How do we ensure state security and enforce HR?
Mid-term answers are online. CHECK EM’ OUT! Actually…they’re not.
6. A, B, D
7. All Letters
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9. A
10. B, C, E, F
11. D
12. C
13. B
14. D
