Law Lecture October 17/2011
Week 5: The UN
United Nations Charter (binding int’l legal order)
· UDHR (non-binding – but soft law?)
· ICCPR (1976, binding)
· ICESCR (1976, binding)
· Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) (1981, binding)
· Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) (1990, binding)
· …as examples
· Charter-based or treaty-based monitoring systems – committees or councils that monitor regular reports submitted by states, individual complaints
· International Court of Justice (established by the Charter of the UN)
· Are its decisions really binding if there is no mention of it enforcing its decisions?
· Security Council Decisions
· Concluding Observations and statements of Committees/Councils
· Special Rapporteurs
· [note that this list is not exhaustive]
· Optional protocol can be added afterwards. For example, the Optional protocol for which individuals may submit a claim to the Human Rights Committee
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