CANA 1F91 Module 3 – Lecture 3
[Canada at War: WW1 (1914-18) & WW2 (1939-1945)]

Questions to Consider:
- To what extent were the two war a unifying force for Canadians?
- Why are the wars considered to be important in the formation of a Canadian identity
- How did the wars affect relations between French and English-speaking Canadians
- Why do many regard veterans as Canadian heroes?

- After the assassination of archduke Franz Ferdinand, Britain decided to involve themselves in the war
	- Canada, as a subsection of Britain, could not say no to their involvement in war
	- Seen as a great opportunity for Canada
- 1914 Britain’s empire was officially in war
- Canada will prove itself in a diplomatic intervention and will boost Canada economically into an international power. Country pulls together as war promotes nationalism and patriotism
Government Response
War Measures Act
- Censorship
- Spies, subversives, ‘enemy aliens’
	EA = People living in Cana but were born in nations that were the enemy
	- Power to detain spies or subversives without law or trials
- Economic controls
Public Response
- French-speaking
	- Angry that they were pulled into a war that didn’t have anything to do with Canada. They don’t 	want to get involved in a European war
- English-speaking
	- Wanted to prove valour and manhood
	- Proving worth to the world (mostly Americans)
- Canadian men lining up for war recruitment; wanting to join the military
Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF)
- Col. Sam Hughes, Minister of Militia
- Britain thought Canadians would wear British military outfits and identify as British
- Hughes argued that Canadians were seen as colonialists; only way CDN troops would arrive 	would be if the were wearing CDN uniform
- Canadians feared that war would be over before they had a chance to go on the battlefield; over before Christmas
- By Christmas 1914, war continued, and trenches had begun to be dug
	- Trench warfare was introduced into the war; gas attacks, disease, and filth
Ypres (April 1915)
- Canadians hadn’t been equipped with gas masks, and they were hit by mustard gas
	- Only protection was taking their clothes, soaked in urine
- Canadians held the line, despite not having proper equipment
	- Instead of deterring volunteers, recruitments increased (1915 full-scale campaigns)
- Efforts to recruit French-Canadians was difficult (especially since commanding officers spoke English; they couldn’t understand unless they were bilingual)
Canadians: “Shock Troops”
- Fighting in trenches created greater sense of patriotism national unity and pride
	- Developed reputation as fierce, strong-skilled, and braved
	- Ones sent in to lead ally advances
National “Home Front”:
- Canadians encouraged to help troops; save food, knit socks, do anything to serve troops
	- Saving money, victory bonds
Recruitment Difficulties
- French Canadian opposition/reluctance
- Wartime economy
	- Needed workers and farmers at home
- Realities of war – war of attrition
- CDN government asked to increase strength
- Need to keep skilled workers working in order to keep producing in industry
- Robert Borden visiting Great Britain during war; regularly visiting troops (especially those wounded)
	- Wants Britain to recognize contributions that Canada was making
	- Need to recruit more Canadians
Vimy Ridge (April, 1917)
- Canadians helped British with German on ridge
	- CDNs did what British and French said what couldn’t be done
	- Pushed opinion of politicians and Canadians for more soldier to be put on the line
Conscription
Conservatives
- Little French support
Liberals
- Risk of splitting along French-English lines
				- Necessity of a coalition government?
Union Government
Coalition of:
- Conservatives
- English speaking liberals
	- New Union doesn’t represent all parts of Canadian population; only representing English-	speaking population. Induces fear in French Canadians
Military Service Act (July 1917)
- Every male between ages if 20-45 was eligible to be signed up for conscription
	- Protests in Montreal and Quebec (May 24)
- Call for Union government election to see if general population agreed with conscription
Wartime Elections Act (1917)
- All mothers, wives, sisters, and lovers were able to vote – because they had loved ones involved in the war; impact
- First time in history during which women were given the power/authority to vote
December 1917 Election Results
Union government = 153 seats
French-speaking Liberals = 82 seats (62 in Quebec)
	- French Canadians have no representation
- Conflict of conscription turned out to not play much of a role in the war
Armistice
- 600,000 CDN men had serve
- 170,000 wounded
- 60,000 dead
[bookmark: _GoBack]- CDN believed they deserved recognition for their achievements
Paris Peace Conference
- Independent nation, not part of British delegation
- Treaty of Versailles
- League of Nations
-PM Borden believes that Canadians should get their place in League; America had lost less men and had seats, so why shouldn’t Canada?
	- CDN entered as a full-fledged member of LoN
Canadian Sovereignty
- 1936, at imperial conference, Great Britain put under pressure and agree that Britain was no longer head of dominions
	 - Constitutionally equal partners in colonies (able to leverage successes)
Statute of Westminster (1931)
- British Commonwealth
- Legal freedom from Britain (except Canada requested Britain retain power to amend constitution)
- CDN government amending constitution remain in the power of Britain
	- French Canadians feared that if English-speaking majority, their rights would be taken away 	(bilingualism, French Canadians)
- Commonwealth suggests common structure and connection through ---
- Choice of belonging to Commonwealth is Canada’s, not Britain’s
Second World War
[Total War and a Total War Effort]
- Fighting to preserve democracy and fight totalitarianism
	- Canada will emerge from second world war differently (fourth strongest military force in world, 	and national position shifts; social welfare and human rights)
- 10 Sept 1939, declaration of war
- “Cautious war effort”
	- Even with efforts and appeasement, Nazi Germany was not stopping their efforts. Britain and 	France declared war, and Canadians were supportive (defeat fascism in Europe)
	- Canada had no obligation to become involved in war (declared war 7 days after Britain)
- Liberal party in power; federal election to happen the following year, so Canada goes into war cautiously (1940)
War Effort
- “Interests of Canada” first, Mackenzie King
	- Promised no conscription (concerned about Canadian unity)
- Rise of Blitzkrieg, and fall of France; Canada has to step up efforts
- If the Nazi’s invaded Britain, Canada would be next in step (expressed need for Canadian resources)
Ogdensburg Agreement (August 1940)
- Permanent Joint Board on Defence
	- Growing fear in CDN and US that Nazi’s and Japanese are planning to target North America
	- Discussed the necessity of working together
- If North America was attacked, US would take control over both nation’s military and command
	- Americans show support for Allies without declaring war on Germany
- Germany, Italy, and Japan would sign Axis agreements
- By allowing Americans to think about continental defence, CDN is devoted to helping Britain with resources and support
	- Hitler doesn’t want CDN and US allied
Hyde Park Declaration (April 1941)
- Canada embarked on free trade agreement with Americans to stabilise connections
	- Continental economy and tightly intertwined nations
Canada’s Domestic Policies
War Measures Act
- Orders and legislations to manage economy and state economy
Conscription Issue
- As war became intense, the need for conscription had become much more likely
- PM King hoped not to enact conscription – though more French-CDNs were more supportive (since it was more a war of rights) – seen as an imperial war
	- Still opposed to conscription – said to destroy national unity
- King hold referendum to deflect French-CDN anger from Liberal party, to English-CDN
Plebiscite Results
Yes/Oui = 2.9 million
No/Non = 1.6 million (86% of Quebecois vote ‘no’)
- French not opposed to fighting in country, but internationally
NRMA Servicemen
- “Zombies”; derogatory terms used to describe French-CDNs serving in military to defend CDN
	- Serving in continental defense (serving in Canada, border patrol and seas, POW control)
	- Plebiscite made it possible for them to eventually to serve overseas
Overseas
- War in Europe
- War in the Pacific
	- Need to prove CDN was one of the leading nations in the world (strategic planning)
- In support of war, CDN were encouraged to ration, support the war; children did scrap metal runs
- CDN women were enabled in WW2; called upon in ways they weren’t prior to the war (army, navy, air force)
	- Entered factories and doing non-traditional jobs. Learning new skills. Covering men’s jobs
	- National effort to bring all CDN together; working together, regardless of whether not you are 	involved in war
The Enemy at Home
- Japanese Internment
	- Became target of intense racism from public, and treatment of Japanese was different from 	any other alien groups because they were taken into custody in mass
	- Long history of racism regarding Japan (rise of imperial Japan, racism had increase)
		- Attack on Pearl Harbour further damaged the image of Japanese
- Ordered that all people of Japanese origin were evacuated into “safe areas”
	- Moved inland, on coast. Kept in poor conditions and faced harsh discrimination
	- Almost 21,000 Japanese uprooted from homes
-Most were born in Canada – not enemy aliens
Total War Effort
Atlantic Charter (1941)
Yalta Conference (1945)
- New structure to praise peace and stability
- Fighting war to create post-war world in which people have freedom; human rights
	- CDN believed they were fighting the war for human rights, peace, and fundamental concepts
- Germans believed that the leadership of a greater authority would lead their country out of poverty created in WW1
	- Belief that war was being fought for a good reason – according to all countries
- War highlighted racism in Canada, and divide between French/English
	- Canada rejects any British identity after wars|

