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· 2 major things
· 
· 
· this type of life is based on shared substance, the regnant sign
· his shared substance is connected to Piercian iconicity 
· “No cultural account is possible within these moments with iconicity” Pg. 228
· without difference there can be no sign
· 
· Tamil – different structure of kinship
· 
· 
· “Moments of perfect iconicity – moments of understanding culture in its own terms” Pg. 228
· Nature of interpretation is moving from something to something that is different from it
· Interpretation is the difference between two cultures (Tamil – Western)
· 
· Sign has two roles
· Sign is part of the sign and the sign itself
· Assuming there are two webs of signification, 
· Man is trapped in webs of signification
· No one says a house is a person, Daniels finds this the best way to describe the way a house is perceived in Tamil culture 
· Part of the ethnographers responsibility is to make it clear as possible of HOW he knows 
· According to Daniel, Pierce is Western
· In reverse, Pierces sign system is the sign system
· Before you can learn any words, the way you’re going to learn is through words
· Firstness:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Pure knowledge 
· Secondness: what is and what is not
· The sudden shock of awareness of the difference between yourself and the world around you
· Refers to indexicality
· 
· Thirdness: The realm of symbolic
· When you can start applying laws about things
· To know what something really means
· 
· Go from thirdness to firstness in Tamil culture
· 
· Epistomolgy
· The study of conditions of knowledge
· 
· Daniel refers to Pierces 1st , 2nd , 3rd  as fenomological
· 
· Decarte: founder of western civilization
· “I think, therefore I am”
· it is because of this difference that Daniel can derive:
· iconicity reigns in Tamil, signs reign in Western 
· without Pierces sign theory, he would not have been able to see or know the regnancy of coated substances
· coated substances are only knowable through firstness/secondness
· Story of the Pilgrimage:
· The goal is closeness with the God Ayaba
· For Daniel, the goal of the pilgrimage is attaining knowledge the Tamil way
· Walking 47km on a gravel path on a mountain
· Daniels doesn’t achieve firstness, but is able to use secondness
· 
· 
· 
· 
· Re-read: 260-end of chapter
· Chart on pg. 30 (1st, 2nd 3rd )
· 237-242 – pierces 1st 2nd 3rd
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assignment 2
summary of main arguments
description of ethnographic material (Tamil personhood)
appropriateness of theory + method  (Peircian semiotics, ethnographic fieldwork)
good for teaching?

Terms
Regnent Sign
Phenomenology
Semiotic Categories (What does Daniel’s say they are?)
Epistemology
Descartes
Synthetic knowledge: unity
Analytical knowledge: difference
Find yourself by comparison
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