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ACTIVE VOICE

‣ Voice is the form a verb takes to indicate whether the 
subject of the verb performs or receives the action. 

‣ Active Voice – indicates that the subject of the verb 
is acting = “The dog jumped onto the boy.” 

‣ Passive Voice - the subject and object flip-flop. The 
subject becomes the passive recipient of the action 
= “The boy was jumped onto by the dog.”
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GRAMMAR HUMOUR

  A panda walks into a café. He orders a 
sandwich, eats it, then draws a gun and 
proceeds to fire it at the other patrons. 

  'Why?' asks the confused, surviving waiter 
amidst the carnage, as the panda makes 
towards the exit.
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GRAMMAR HUMOUR

The panda produces a badly punctuated wildlife 
manual and tosses it over his shoulder. 

 'Well, I'm a panda,' he says, at the door. “Look it up.” 
 The waiter turns to the relevant entry in the manual 
and, sure enough, finds an explanation. “Panda. 
Large black-and-white bear-like mammal, native to 
China. Eats, shoots and leaves.”
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GRAMMAR’S POWER

 Truss dedicates the book "to the memory of 
the striking Bolshevik printers of St. 
Petersburg who, in 1905, demanded to be 
paid the same rate for punctuation marks 
as for letters, and thereby directly 
precipitated the first Russian Revolution."



“GRAMMAR IS A 
PIANO I PLAY BY EAR. 
ALL I KNOW ABOUT 
GRAMMAR IS ITS 
POWER.”  

Joan Didion



 Writing has laws of perspective, of light and 
shade just as a painting does, or music. If you 
are born knowing them, fine. If not, learn them. 
Then rearrange the rules to suit yourself.

Truman Capote
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GRAMMAR MATTERS



PARAGRAPH #2
IN-CLASS WRITING:
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PARAGRAPH EXERCISE #2

▸ In a well-developed paragraph of approximately 100 
words, please respond to ONE of these prompts: 

▸ Is it better to have a laptop-free classroom or one that 
allows electronic devices? 

▸ Is it better to live at home or on campus for university?


