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WHAT IS SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY?
-def. scientific study of how our thoughts, feelings and behaviours are shaped by the real or imagined presence of others

Is psychology just common sense?
No, can’t rely on common wisdom depends on the circumstances
Ex) birds of a feather flock together vs. opposites attract
Hindsight Bias : events seem more obvious in hindsight (understanding of situation after it has happened)

RELATED FIELDS:
ABNORMAL PSYC
DEV PSYC
PER PEC
SOCIOLOGY
PHILOSPHY
COGNITIVE AND NEUROPSYC

IMPORTANT TOPICS IN SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY

1. THE POWER OF THE SITUATION

Fundamental attribution error – the extent to overestimate people’s behavior from internal factors (their true personality)

Ex) waitress seems rude to customer, however could be having bad day
Ex) Kitty Genovese murder – number of witnesses and likelihood to be helped
Bystander effect = diffusion of responsibility  (the more people present, less likely to help)

2. SUBJECTIVE CONSTRUCTION OF REALITY

Observing events in social environment interpreted by the perceiver
Ex) not returning a greeting = hate? (IRL didn’t see person)
Ex) who is happier? Silver or bronze – bronze because they beat fourth place and received medal, silver nearly won gold

3. INTERNAL FACTORS AFFECTING THOUGHTS, EMOTIONS, BEHAVIOR

Motivational  
· Desire to be accurate
· Desire to feel good

Cognitive (thoughts)
· heuristics (mental short cuts)
· expectations about the world (stereotypes)

Who is better at predicting personal spending?
· People who are less motivated to save (if you have bias still don’t see accurately)
Rewarding children for hobby = like this activity less (drawing conclusions about your own behaviour

4. APPLICATION TO IMPORTANT SOCIAL PROBLEMS
-developing theories (study social problems directly) how human cognition affects perception of the world 
-theories explain whole range of problems
ex) reduction of hostility and prejudice, increase healthy decisions, improve relationships
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