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Global Politics
Theoretical Underpinnings: 
i) IR Theory:  a body of literature that seeks to explain the nature of the international system and the behaviour of the actors within it
ii) International security: the study of conflict and war, and attempts to control/prevent it
iii) International political economy: the study of trade, finance, foreign debt, and underdevelopment
iv) International organizations: the study of cooperation between states, groups, individuals, etc.
5 Views of Globalization:
i) …As Internationalization:
Globalization is viewed as “another adjective to describe cross border relations. It describes the growth in international exchange and interdependence. 
ii) …As liberalization:
Globalization refers to a process of removing government imposed borders and restrictions, moving towards a more open and borderless world economy. 
iii) …As universalization:
The process of spreading objects and experiences to people worldwide
iv) …As westernization or modernization:
Globalization is a dynamic by which the social structure of modernity is spread, destroying pre-existing cultures and local self-determination.
v) …As deterritorialization:
Globalization entails a reconfigurization of geography so that social space is no longer mapped in terms of territorial places. 
Theories
Idealism: Views international relations in terms of moral precepts, justice, trust, and obligation
Realism: View international relations in terms of power.
Liberalism:  Includes: - belief in supreme value of the individual
-belief that individuals have natural rights that exist independently of government
Critical Theory: Oppression has many faces and focusing on one is at the expense of others, Certain groups are privileged over others in society.
G20:
Consists of the finance ministers and central bank governors of 19 countries and the EU. 
Members represent 90% of the global gross national product and 80% world trade. 
2/3rd of the world’s population
G8: Canada, France, USA, Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia, United Kingdom, 
Political Timeline:
World War I: 1914-1918
League of Nations: 1919
World War II: 1941-1945
International Women’s Year: 1975
Decade for Women: 1975-1985
End of Cold War: 1989
Independence of Former Colonies of Britain, Spain and France: 1948-1990	
Fall of the Berlin Wall: 1990
9/11: 2001
Economic Timeline:
Western Europe, Japan and USA become industrialized: Early 1900s:
USA becomes dominant in global economy: 1913-1917
US Stock market crashes resulting in Great Depression: 1929
Bretton Woods Conference: 1944
World Trade Organization: 1995
9/11: 2001
Global Institution and Actors:
World Bank and IMF:
Current state of Global affairs stems from post-WWII dynamics. Dominant capitalist economies are competitive, while Third World countries push for redistribution of global economic power.
Buckman calls Global Financial Actors “Engines of Globalization.”States that public international financial institutions have become major global bureaucracies. 
Members of World Bank: Global, but mostly US and European dominated
Functions: 
During the 50s-60s: International Monetary Fund concerned itself with short term stabilization of countries experiencing payment balancing difficulties. World Bank concerned itself with long term development through specific project loans. IMF was concerned more so with loans to Europe. World Bank had more power than the IMF after WWII. 
1970: Oil crisis, thus poor countries borrowed heavily from the World Bank
1982: Start of the Third World Debt crisis.
70s and 80s: Increase in lending in both IMF and World Bank. Loans to poorer countries came with strings attached.
1997: East Asian Meltdown
International Security after the Cold War:
Individual Level Analysis: Human behaviour is often cooperative and philanthropic 
State/Group Level Analysis:Perception based. Perceptions of who is war prone change over time.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The System Level Analysis:War is in the nature of international politics itself, and this resonates through history. 
Ecopolitics:
Convergence and Divergence

