PP111 Lecture 1
Bertrand Russell (1872-1970)
· Philosophy patronizes things
· Philosophy will make us free and open minded
· Great art has the ability to cast new light on familiar things
· The moment we give it our attention, great art affords us unfamiliar surprises
Constancy and Flux
· Oppositions
· Sameness
· Constancy (stability)
· Persistence (endurance)
· Difference
· Change (flux)
· Creation and Destruction
· Theseus’ Ship
· Day 1 (departed)
· Day 2 (arrived)
· Was there any slight change in the ship from day 1 to 2. Did he arrive on the same ship?
· No: He does not arrive on the same ship he arrived in
· Rationale (1): A ship is a material object. Consisting of nothing but the matter from which it is made so if none of the matter is the same then the ship is the same
· Rationale (2): Nothing can change in any way without becoming different than it was; but ‘same and different’ are oppositions; so nothing can become different and still be the same as it was
· 1 Nothing can change in any way without becoming different than it was
· 2 But ‘same and different’ are opposites
· Yes: Theseus arrives on the same ship
· Rationale (1): Some changes an object undergoes are so significant that they do not prevent it from being the same object after it changes; make the daily changes that small or significant
· (2) Then, the ship on Day (1) = the ship on Day (2); the ship on Day (2) = the ship on Day (3)
· Identity is transitive 
· So, the ship on Day (1) = the ship on Day(n)
· Two Views of Change and Sameness
· (I) They can be reconciled: Some changes in an object can be so significant that they do not prevent it from being the same object after it has undergone such changes
· (II) They can’t be reconciled: If an object changes, then it doesn’t remain the same; and if it doesn’t remain the same, then it is a different object
· Subscribing to the Incompatibility Thesis
· Early Materialists: The Flux
· Thales (625-545 BCE) -p.27
· Heraclitus (535-475 BCE) – pp.27-30
· Only matter (Earth, Fire, Air and Water), and what is composed of matter, exists
· Early Idealists: Constancy
· Pythagoras (580-496 B.C.E.)
· Parmenides (540-470 B.C.E.)
· Zeno (489-430 B.C.E.)
· Reality is an ideal version of what we encounter in our experience
· Materialism: The Four Elements
· Thales (Water)
· Water is fundamental, and the transformation never stops (Earth relies on water, Air relies on water and Fire relies on Air)
· Water is the only thing that’s real
· Heraclitus (Fire)
· He depended on fire and was driven on fire
· Philosopher of change
· Logos: Meaning reason, law or rational account. It refers to an order or pattern that the human intellect is capable of discerning
· Fire has the power to drive the many transformations found in nature
· There is a new sun everyday
· Nothing is the same from one moment to the next, yet there is a regularity – an order or pattern
· Philosophers of Nature
· There is a single, unified explanation of everything
· The explanation does not rely on the supernatural (the gods)
· The explanation can be grasped by the human intellect
· Creation and Destruction: (How “new” is the sun every day?)
· Heraclitus: “Fire lives in the death of earth and air lives in the death of fire, water lives in the death of air, earth that of water.”
· Destruction: Something ceases to exist
· Creation: Something comes into existence (spontaneous popping of existence)
· So…. There is a different sun every day
· Change (Heraclitus): All “change” is really destruction and creation – nothing persists through change
· Change (‘Common Sense’): When something undergoes a change, it exists before the change and it (the same thing) also exists after the change – that is things persist through change
· The Idealists: Constancy
· Stability is the only thing that is real
· Pythagoras (580-496 B.C.E.)
· Parmenides (540-470 B.C.E.)
· Zeno (489-430 B.C.E.)
· Idealism: Reality is an ideal version of what was encounter in our experience
· Pythagoras
· Numbers, and geometric figures, are the only things that are real
· But numbers, figures and the relationships between them are permanent and unchanging
· So, what is real is permanent and unchanging
· Reality is not known by experience, but only by reason
· Parmenides (pp. 31-32)
· (1) If we speak (or think) about ‘what is not’, then we are speaking (or thinking) about nothing
· (2) If we are speaking (or thinking) about nothing, then we are not speaking (or thinking)
· (3) So, we cannot speak (or think) about what is not
· Compare:
· “I desire nothing” means “I have no desire”
· “I am thinking about nothing” means “I am not thinking”
· Very strict - all or nothing
· It has always been, or it has never been, as it was always been red or its never been red
· An Argument from a Follower of Parmenides
· The Impossibility of Change:
· (1) Change requires that something become what it is not
· (2) But, nothing can be what it is not
· (3) So, nothing can change
· Zeno: The Impossibility of Motion – pp. 33-34
· Appearance and Reality
· Heraclitus: Change (the flux), creation and destruction, are real, and known via our sense experience
· Sameness, Constancy, Persistence are illusionary
· Two Meta physical Traditions
· Materialism (Heraclitus)
· Change is real; sameness is illusionary
· Change is creation and destruction
· Reality is known by experience
· Idealism (Parmenides)
· Sameness is real;
· Change is literary
· Subscribing to the Compatibility Thesis
· New Materialists: Democritus (460-370 B.C.E.)
· Zeno and motion (489-430 BCE)
· Real motion is impossible, and the appearance of motion is always an illusion
· Between any starting point and any destination point there are an infinite number of line segments that must be transversed
· Infinite number of line segments will be infinite in length when laid end to end
· Nothing can transverse an infinite distance
· Reconciliations
· If something changes in anyway, however small, then the same thing that existed before the change, then the original thing no longer exists
· Undergoing change is the same as being destroyed
· Democritus and Atomism
· Allowed both flux and constancy to co-exist
· All matter consists of simple, indestructible parts called atoms, which themselves have no parts
· All change – the flux – consists of rearrangements or re-combinations of atoms. Atoms are continually reshuffled, entering into new arrangements with each other
· Void: Regions of non-being or nothingness
· Socrates
· Essences: Things that are the same kind (Mars, Jupiter and Earth are all planets)
· The Problem of the One and Many
· Sensible things: sense experience
· Forms: are intelligible things known only to reason or intellect
· Intelligible things: Refer to things that are knowable only through exercise of reason or intellect. Cannot be known through sense experience.
· Plato’s first world: It is permanent and unchanging, consisting if ideal objects or Forms
· Plato’s second world: A world in perpetual flux, a realm of imperfect copies or approximations of ideal objects
· The Reality of the Forms
· If one thing is more beautiful than another thing, then it more closely approximates perfect beauty
· One thing cannot more closely approximate perfect beauty unless there is such a thing as perfect beauty for it to more closely approximate
· So, if one thing is more beautiful than another, then there must be such a thing as perfect beauty for it to more closely approximate
· Aristotle: Substance and Quality
· Forms are to be found within the sensible things
· Substances and Qualities
· [bookmark: _GoBack]When a substance undergoes change, it remains one and the same substance both before and after the change
· When water goes into a kettle it goes from being cold to hot (it’s the same substance)
