September 20, 2018
Plagues
 
Upper Canada is Ontario today. Lower Canada is Quebec today. Upper Canada is more inland. Quebec has ships. When this hit there were no quarantine regulations. Local governments hadn’t established any legal authority to stop boats or anything
· They are organizing mid-epidemic
· As cholera spread through Ontario local boards of health were appointed and funded by the government to manage the disease.
· When the epidemic slowed down in 1833 the upper canada government passed progressive, temporary legislation, to start what we now call public health boards; to really work stopping preventable diseases. Lays the frame work for what was to come
· As the flood of British, Ireland (Irish catholic), Scotland immigrated cholera invaded British America.
· Stats aren’t entirely reliable; the estimate is about 20,000 people died from cholera. For a population that wasn’t that large this is pretty significant.

Dr. John Snow in 1850s & Robert Koch
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Dr John Snow made the link between cholera and a water pump. It collected in a cesspool and the drinking water was coming in contact with that.
· The idea that it came from the dirt poor was so strong, his claim was rejected
· 1884 Robert Koch identified the Cholera germ. 
· During war, and earthquakes, cholera was
· As soon as infrastructure goes down, water gets contaminated.

Ontario’s first public health act was passed in 1873
· It empowered the lieutenant governor to say “if we ever have another epidemic, we have the power to establish a central board of health if an outbreak occurred, it have health officers who were doctors, and their local boards the authority to remove people from their homes.” It had to be 2 medical officers. Significant power, I am going to come into your home.

Smallpox, 1885
To vaccinate or not?
John a train conductor arrives in montreal because he is protestant he goes to the montreal general hospital were a doctor confirms that he has small pox. As he worsens he gets moved to a Roman Catholic church run by nun. He recovers and is released. However a young girl who works with the laundry catches the virus on march 23rd and dies on april 1st. her sister also catches the virus and dies on april 11. Because she carried it home and it is very contagious. By mid april it was clear that small pox was on the loose and couldn’t be contained. The health department, made a huge mistake. They discharged all the patients who “appeared” not to be sick and then the virus was loose on the streets. The real tragedy was that it was preventable. There was a vaccine for it already. It was developed by Edward Jenner in England in 1796, almost 100 years earlier. It was so successful that they falsely believed that the disease had been eradicated. Many French Canadians in montreal opposed the small pox vaccine and it pitted them against the English.
The catholic CATCHOLIC blamed the small pox virus on the sinners. You got small pox because youre bad.
· There was a whole lot blaming going on and not enough vaccination
· Because they were poor many of the French Canadians lived in overcrowded areas that weren’t as clean; the infrastructure weren’t as developed. No stone buildings, slabs of huge pieces of rock, boarded side walk, mud piles, sewege pools, shacks. So it looks like those “dirty poor” are really the issue; it solidified the divide
· There were anti-vaccination campaigns. They were rallying against the science of vaccines. “your child will be adversely affected by this don’t let them do it!”
· Montreal known as the city of plaque “don’t go you will die!” 
· In 1885, the province of Quebec adopts compulsory vaccination
· Despite strong opposition the Montreal government gave the public health officials funds and power to carry out the vaccination. You could go into their homes.
· Vaccinate kids through the school.
· Full on riots.
· They would even block/stop the officers from removing the dead
· By mid December the public was offered to options; either get vaccinned or get fined
· 960 montreal citizens died of small pox in about 14months
· most devastating epidemic in the history of montreal, mostly kids.
In Ontario own epidemic
· permanent collection of individuals mostly medical officials Board of health established in 1882
· when smallpox hit in 1884, we were ready
· the public provincial board of health goes into action
· Dr. Peter bryce goes into action. Close the xchools. No more public gatherings. Churches are closed. The stage coas (the buggy) that goes from time to time was stopped. Province of Ontario was on lockdown. Constables on major roads and rail ways to make sure no one was travelling. 
· He also brought in medical students to conduct house to house vaccinations. They also had pamphlets of information, and gave advice on how to disinfect their homes and linens if someone did fall ill. This was a really innovative service. It was great to have this information
· By January of 1885 after 205 cases and 45 deaths in Ontario.
· What you need to know… a lot in Montreal a little in Ontario
· Ontario stopped the crisis 
· In response, the Ontario health board extends its power/authority beyond the provincial lines and into Quebec, which for provincial health board is very extraordinary. 
· All persons, freights, and boarding trains to Ontario has to be free of smallpox and inspected. It was really infected. It stopped a lot of people from coming and infecting the entire province.
· The montreal outbreak of 1885 was the last time it was going to be uncontained they established a health act established 1886 and a health board in 1887. Act is the law, the board is the people.
· The montreal small pox experience also lead to a requirement that the passengers and crew of any boards coming through that gateway had to say that they either had the vaccination or were going to get it
· Very important change the rules. Prove to us you have the vaccine or submit to the vaccine right here.


The Spanish influenza.
The fall of 1918
Right at the end of the first world war
Canadas population was 18million. 60,000 people died in the war, soldiers, doctors, nurses. Almost an equal amount 50,000 were killed by the flu strain. Believe that this train came to Canada on a returning war ship.
It was quarantined but the ship still spread. 
I am sooo sleepy.
It was called the Spanish flu because Spain was neutral in the war and it was easy to attribute it to spain not because it started in Spain. 
It attacked healthy young adults. Young healthy bodies. It killed 20million people world wide. It spread through bodily fluids. Victims of the flu could be dead within 1 day of the exhibiting the symptoms.
· School gyms became temporary hospitals.
· Many soldiers succumb to the flu; they were young and healthy.
· Combined with the flu the numbers in the workforce were severely depleted.
· The idea of women as nurtures was common diea and wre pressed into service
· You would get a poster, influenza (we’re undr quanrantine) protective masks were also .
· Many thought that that quarantine was unjust and many didn’t believe it
· The mask issue became a requirement, laws were passed.
· The problem: they weren’t disposable. They used to share masks. And unless you were washing them and boiling them each time…
· Some cities had a regulation
· Workforce dying. Health care systems spending buckets of money
Because of the flue they realized they needed a federal body. 1919 they had a department of health. And was obviously opened in july in 1919. It was first suggested in march and by july it was established.
The deputy minister was a doctor and a professor.


e s Wen o e i b er ok s
e oL
e e s o
o e e 10 o e e e
e o et s Lo oo e o e oo
© TR, i, et S G
ey e e

G o i s
© oy e oo

e o Ty e e et e
T et b e




