Aristotle View of the good


Aristotle thinks happiness could be understood not just felt. If you can understand it then it’s not a feeling. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Definition: Happiness is the ultimate goal of human activity – action inherently teleological 

Subjective value / objective value 

Most desirable – 
Most comprehensive/general 
Most important 

He thinks the universal is purposeful ***
Change isn't real ***

The argument 
What is good?
1. The good for X is relative to it’s proper function, what X does either uniquely or best
2. Proper function of people = rational 
· In thought: intellectual virtue 
· In action: Moral virtue 
3. Supreme human happiness a function of the active expression of rationality (requires soul) 
  Aristotle VS Plato on Soul 

Plato – Soul is separable from the body (intellect, mind)  (e.g Phaedo)
Aristotle – Souls is inseparable from the body No separable forms because impossible 
Aristotle Vs platonic forms
1. No end to similarity = infinite regression 
2. Infinite regression = impossible 
3. So: No Transcendent forms 
· Forms immanent  = natural kinds species .   matter and form distinct but not seperable 


Natural species can reproduce non natural cant 
Third man problem  plato 
Man 1 and Man 2
Its more real because it doesn’t change 
Aristotle says this is impossible
If you can think it you shouldn’t even be saying it 

Soul as a form of the body 
Morph:   Final: Form (for what 
              : efficient (by what)
              : Formal (into what)
HYLOMORPHISM 
Hylo = matter: Material (from what)


Patterns are not accidental, you get a pattern out of things that can produce patterns = example intelligence.
Rationality as proper human function 
1. Function of X = Function of a mature/excellent X
A) All humans live so do plants animals 
B) All humans perceive, so do animals 
C) Only humans think (figure out the truth)

2) So: Thinking= The proper function of humans 
3) Since thinking a function of the soul, human virtue = actual, living expression of rationality. 


Analysis of the soul 
Soul = Irrational and Rational 
Irrational – Vegetative and Appetitive 
Rational – Appetitive and Cognitive 

Aristotle 
Encapsulation theory of soul 
Rational – People
Psychological – Animals 
Biological – Plants 

Book 2: Moral Goodness

A) How acquired 
B) The mean: General Definition 
C) The Mean: Specific Differences 

A. How moral virtue is acquired 
· Two sorts of virtue 
· - Intellectual: Mostly by teaching, reading, learning how to spell a word 
· - Moral: Through habituation, practice 
· Just like an other craft 
· Become builder by building 
· Become brave by doing brave things
· Become good by doing good things

Character (cause) = Behavior (effect)





A person whos good likes being good 
If you don’t like being good you’re not really good 

The Mean: Specific Differences 
The best state of something makes something excellent – things that are relative to us 


  


 








 





