Unsettling Kinship: Part 1
· In Anthropology Kinship is something they claim
· What defines a mother?
· Biological material?
· Pregnancy ?
· Birth?
· Kinship is a debate. It can mean different things to different people depending on different aspects 
· Kinship is everywhere. 
· Ideal and Non-normative families 
· Ex shameless & 19 kids counting 
· LGBT families 
· Ex Modern family
· Marriage
· Ex Bachelor
· “The family business”
· Ex kardashians 
· Lots of talk about how families have changes and family ties 
· Marriages
· childbearing 
· Kinship & Anxieties about technological progress
· Alfonso Cuaron Children of men
· Sci fi feature that presents a dystopian future where humankind can no longer have children
· Biomechanicla kin & Artificial Intelligence
· Extant 
· Orphan Black's idioms of kinship
· Clones as sisters 
· Times of unsettles kinship
· Demise of the nuclear family and traditional life trajectories
· Pluralisation of the familial forms -- people accepting marriage and family differnetly (Single fams, LGBTQ, Extended kin, Cohabitation)
· New reproductive technologies (IVF, Surrogacy, etc)
· DNA testing (For established paternity, membership, etc)
· Heritage and roots tourism an of genetic genealogy-- people who are immigrants that would like to go to ireland or else where to look at their roots -- lost roots etc. 
· Serious transformations that are happening
· Back in the day married parents were way more than now
· Women back in the day were less employed
· Never married mother is way more likely today 
· Cohabiting marriage is way more likely today
· Way more diversity today in kinship 
· What do anthropologists mean when they say kinship? And what makes kinship good to think with?
· Kinship studies 
· Comparative studies of human relatedness 
· Side steps the if its biological or social
· Kinship as classificatory system-- a grammar for understanding society at large
· Allows for a debate about the character of social structure
· Kinship is a collective category 
· Centrality of relationships of power -- hierarchies and solidarities, inclusions and exclusions 
· Kinship implies that some people are not your kin when others are 
· Tied to other (biologized) categories of relationality-- gender, sexualities, “races”, species … etc. 
· It's not biological but we feel it is 
· Politico- Juridical aspects
· Early anthropology distinguished between the domestic (private) and politico- juridical aspects of kinship
· BUT how we organize families is not merely a private affair 
· How families are organized has enormous economic , sociological and political aspects 
· Kinships norms and ideologies -- who's allowed to have kinds? Can they afford them?
· Nationalist ideologies 
· Nation as a bounded community based on shared origin 
· Ethnic nationalism -- traffics in the idiom of blood and descent -- people who share blood 
· Violence of kinship eg the 1947 partition of India 
· Abduction and rape of women from “enemy” communities -- among indians and pakistanis 
· Modern Biopolitics-- governments of life
· Families central to the 19th and 20th century rise of the modern state and biopolitical regulation
· Reproduction of populations and raising children as a matter of statecraft 
· Because of this Rise of demography, public health, social services which today gives the right to take away children -- how you raise your children is not just your business  
· Maintaining Boundaries 
· Anti- Miscegenation & sodomy laws 
· Residential schools for aboriginal children 
· Historically these laws have been profound-- many implications 
Kinship in the history of Anthropology
· Anthropology’s “special preserve”
· A way to make anthropology into proper science
· Anthro was struggling at this time
Lewis henry Morgan's 19th century classifications 
· An implicit normative model of human kinship 
Golden Era in British functionalism & structural functionalism
· Comparative study to compare hierarchy and how we raise children 
Levi- Strauss -- Elementary structures of kinship
· Kinship as and elementary structure 

· Kinship & Anthropology Continued…
· 1968-- American Kinship by david schneider
· Need to refuse comparative project 
· 1970s- 19802-- year of crisis and marginalization 
· 1980s-- feminist critique and reformulation-- anthropological comeback
· Centrality of reproduction to feminist anthropology 
· Naturalization of gender hierarchies 
· Contemporary reemergence: in the debates about natureculture, multispecies anthropology, “The ontological turn”
· Reinventing Kinship
· Past: Socialization of patently natural relations-- how the natural was transformed into cultural categories
· New: New kinship studies question the fundamental distinction between nature and culture
· Marilyn strathern: Kinship as the site for producing what will account as nature and culture
· Donna Haraway-- Multispecies kinship 
· Kinship studies come “home
· Rather than exploring configurations we are going to understand the new configurations in the west-- contrast to the past when kinship was the domain “others”
· Research on kinship become increasingly transnationalized 
· Transnational families, adoption and surrogacy
· Border implications of transformation of nature into culture 
· production/ reproduction

Lecture 2 Unsettling kinship Continued…
· Summary from last class 
· Kinship studies: How humans organize, think about and make meaning out of relatedness
· Kinship as a classificatory system
· Etc.
· The text we read argument and why does it matter?
· Gay and lesbian kinship studies
· Are LGBTQ families a distinct form of kinship
· Westons idea of “chosen families”
· Decentering of biology and foregrounding of choice
· You decide who your family is 
· Contrast with Lewin’s Lesbian Mothers 
· When lesbians become mothers, motherhood asserts itself more forcefully -- lesbian identity fades into the background 
· Motherhood reasserts the importance of biology and supersedes the “difference” of lesbian identity 
· Reformulating Biology in Lesbian Kinship
· How the symbol of biology reenters lesbian kinship in the context of donor-assisted reproduction where the biological ties are made both explicit and mutable
· Creates a unique lesbian relationship
· And how this process of significant often creates a new sense of a uniquely lesbian kinship
· Lesbian ideas about kinship are not strictly new -- but playing with existing configurations
· Especially interesting when these unions become procreative-- when they have children -- “Biology to reenter the picture” (44)
· Schneiders theory of American Kinship
· “Folk theory of biological reproduction” (43)
· Symbolic system--	blood (biogenic substance) and love (choice)
· Foundational role of procreative heterosexual unions 
· Every union is gunna generate children and are straight 
· LGBTQ families articulated and contested in terms of their perceived difference from these normative ideologies -- way things have been, ought to be 
· Normative-- 
· Ideology--set of ideas of what the world should look like-- not open ended
· Love makes a Family
· By showing and embodying a different model of relatedness, lesbian families critique the centrality of biogenetic ties in american kinship
· What is more, lesbian kinship “ makes explicit.. That there was always a choice
· Biology is not a singular category
· Social construction & individual choice
· Gender and Kinship -- Power and parenthood
· Feminist critique of schneider
· These are kindred categories
· Kinship is mutually constructed because they are all based around biological difference 
· Power and inequality embedded 
Power?
· Particularly powerfully felt among lesbian mothers 
· Second lesbian is the other mother 
· Allows for the critique of unequal power relationships traditionally associated with heterosexual families 
All lesbian mothers do not create equally 
· The power of equality challenged by the fact one partner bears the child
· Biological vs. no biological mother
· Unrecognized legal status with the important repercussions 
· As soon as a conflict shifts you have a problem because the unbiological mother is unrecognized 
Blood and other fluid symbols
· Creating equality between parents established a literal or figurative “sharing of blood” between the non-biological mother and the child, through strategies:
· Combining or hyphenating names
· Establishing extended kinship ties on both sides
· Declaring intent as central to bringing into the being a child 
· Stating both parties wanted the child 
Kinetic Agency 
· Re-articulation and reimagining of the generative power of biology and parental (male) authorship-- through the idiom of procreative agency 
· Insemination as the process of putting the biogenetic substance in motion -- a kinetic rather than biogenic generation 
· Putting the substance in motion
· You don't have to be the one bearing the child to still be a parent 
· Both a reinscription and a critique of traditional gender ideologies and roles into the heart of lesbian kinship 
Reworking of genetic Authorship
· Where does the Genitor (father) fit in?
· Doesn’t need to pay child support
· Separating the actual biogenetic substance from the person of the donor -- a process of abstraction
· Various strategies 
· From removing donor from the picture, to using biogenetic substance to create biological ties (between siblings born to two mothers), to choosing a relative of or donor with similar characteristics to the non-biological mother
· Genitor may be added into the family into various ways 
· Biology plays so heavily in this scenario, it just goes to show that lesbians in this situation are still playing with the traditional role of kinship
· These strategies of dispersion of biological connection are often designed to secure symbolic legitimation for lesbian families 
· Insemination is the moment when lesbian parent can decide how much identity and the importance to assign to the genetic substance 
· The process of bringing into being
· Points to the contingency-- but not trivialization of genetic relationships
This points to the possible to the contingency-- the fact they have options but they are still playing with BLOOD and LOVE

· Reformulating the single mother
· Ideologies of motherhood creek back into lesbian families despite the promise that one such family offers a “multiplication of femaleness”
· Unlike paternity-- maternity is understood to be less dispersed
· New technologies 
· The need to distinguish maternity from motherhood 
· More powerful than fatherhood 
· Back to gender-- male gay couples have a lot more difficulty developing a family than female lesbians 
· Gender trumps kinship ideologies 
Lecture #3-- Marriage and courtship
· Marriage & Courtship 
· Statement on marriage (2004)
· Stated that same sex marriages were okay and could contribute to stable and humane societies 
· Strongly opposes a constitutional amendment limiting marriage to heterosexual couples 
· Alliance Theory in Anthropology
· Claude levi strauss -- “incest Taboo”
· Exchange of women as the basis of social bonds (explicitly defined or generalization)
· If you can't marry your own sister you give your sister to another man, who may give you their sister because they are off limits
· The exchange of women, less likely to go to war with others
· Brings infinite and choice to Kinship 
· “Strong Bonded”
· “Who you can and cannot marry”
· Endogamy vs Exogamy
· Endogamy-- marry inside kin
· Exogamy-- marry outside kin
· Affinity Vs. Consanguinity 
· Indebted to Marcel Mauss’ Theory of the gift
· Feminist Critique 
· Sherry Ortner: “is male to female as nature is to culture?”
· Women as mediators between the two realms 
· Public & Private 
· Female-- nature--private
· Believed that women are to civilize a child not closer to nature is what sherry believes 
· Females are responsible for bringing these two spheres together 
· males -- culture -- public 
· Gayle Rubin: “Traffic in Women” 
· Political economy of the sex/gender systems
· Alliance theory: Exchange of women and men 
· Trophy wives 
· Marilyn Strathern: “gender of the Gift”
· Women too participate in these exchanges; oppression not an adequate way of talking about them
· It is relationality (or sociality) that is the central to anthropology-- and not the individual person
· The idea of “individual” -- who is fully embedded in their social context rather than autonomous from it 
· families -- everyone should have a family?
· Engel’s Critique of Monogamous Marriage
· The origin of the Family, Private Property and the state
· Speculative history of the origins of “bourgeois marriage”
· Tied to establishing paternity-- and inheritance claims 
· Emerges together with private property 
· People more wealthy than others 
· Disempowers women: “the world historic defeat of the female sex”
· Men aren't always faithful and have children that are theirs but don't think they are
· Men had to control females sexuality to make sure these children were theirs
· Marxist critique highlights the fact marriage is par excellence an economic institution
· Beyond bride and wealth & dowries
· Cohabitation today 
· Contemporary Culture: End of dating?
· Tinder 
The reading:
· Kinship & Crisis
· Jennifer Patico
· Business of international matchmaking
· Historical precedents in picture and catalogue brides
· Women as commodities 
· Never goes the other way around with men-- only females 
· Mail order brides & “natasha” trade-- russian trade (natasha)
· Economic drivers in post soviet russia
· Post 1991 shock reforms 
· Feminization of poverty & “crisis of Russian Masculinity”
· Tied to shock reforms -- collapse of economy -- rise in alcoholism -- high rates of divorce 
· But this is not the full story?
· “Crisis” of gender roles, courtship and marriage in the US
· Attraction to “alternative” values
· More traditionally feminine 
· The appeal to western men 
· Persistence of romantic ideals on both sides
· Quest for normalcy, rather than riches
· They want traditional females that want to raise families however females are changing--- they are more independent 
· A theory of Globalization
· Structure & agency 
· Depends on political economy 
· The idea is that there is a strange coming together of desire on both females and males sides
Lecture #5-- 
· Indian Surrogacy discussion
· Power dynamics are central to the industry
· Surrogates are subject to surveillance eg. the role of surrogacy homes/hotels
· What happens to blood and choice?
· “We are all carrying someone else's child”
· Comparative perspective
· Us surrogates gathered on online forum
· Distinction between Traditional & Gestational Surrogacy
· Kinship ideologies
· Focus on intent; prioritize choice, desire and love
· Emotional conceptions and shared pregnancies
· The idea of wanting children in natural
· Engaged not in making babies but parents and families
· Middle class and lower class women
· Financially bonus but not the main reason
· Proud of self sacrifice for another family who can't have children
· Redefines parenthood through nurturance
· Shift from motherhood to siblinghood
· Their own children see them preg and having to explain that it's not their child/sibling
· TS says only a “biological” link to the child
· GS are babysitters; not their child at all
· Constantly emphasizing the social relationships of kinship and motherhood as an act
· Reinventing Kinship
· Breathing new life into traditional anthropological concepts
· Revisiting “nature culture” debates
· Tracing effect of technology and globalization 
NEXT TOPIC:
	The refugee/ migration:
· What is the story that anthropology can help tell about the human condition in the era of social transformation and rapid globalization?
· Already transformed by the same things that govern our lives as well; no pure culture anymore out there
· Internet,social media, etc.
· How can anthropological knowledge be used to understand current events and ongoing emergencies?
· Case study: The refugee / migration crisis
· Themes: The refugee category, humanitarianism, human rights, borders, and “illegality”
· Western responses to global emergencies
· Not just about exotic places and distant suffering but about relationships fraught with power
· Events that bind different groups of people and often happen on the doorstep of western countries 
· As a discipline that studies what it means to be human, anthropology offers an important and often critical perspectives on big ideas and projects like “humanitarian” & “human rights” 
Anthropology of current events:
· How can anthropological knowledge be used to understand current events?
· Specific knowledge of context-- Linguistic competence, knowledge of history, local political dynamics 
· Critical Perspective and approach -- based on cultural relativism, historical particularism and social justice
· Cultural relativism:
· Opposite to ethnocentrism
· Discourse Vs Truth
· Discourses are ways of talking about and thinking about in the world
· Necessarily partial; emphasize certain elements while ignoring others
· They provide a lens for understanding the situation; can be productive and helpful
· It is our job as anthropologists to understand how discourse frames social reality & to understand that all representations of “truth” are movatied and have consequences 
· How we talk about things 
· Normative ideas about how the world is and ought to be 
· Differences between Refugees and Migrants!
· Refugees are seeking help-- fleeing a situation where it is impossible to live
· Migrants are moving to another country
· How is the debate on migration crisis framed?
· How do we think about action, motivations, and responsibility?
· Structure Vs, Agency
· Structure: Refers to broader socio-economic and political conditions that shape people's lives
· Example: If you don’t have money, you can do some things you want to do
· Products of longstanding histories
· Strong connection to economic circumstances
· Embedded in law and situations
· Agency: Capacity of individuals to act upon and transform the world 
· Groups 
· unequally distributed; not everyones opinions carry equal weight
· It gets us out of thinking about deserving people and undeserving people; thats structure 
· Speechless Emissaries-- Malkki
· Questions of representations as a central to refugee crisis
· Refugees as an object of knowledge, assistance, and management -- produced as much by humanitarian aid as by the political events that lead to the displacement
· People have to name you as a refugee
· Process of abstraction and dehistoricization
· An universal, ahistorical humanity at the core of both progressive politics, humanitarianism, anthropology itself
Lecture #6 Anthropology and Current News: The refugee/migration crisis
· Politics of Representation
· How refugees and migrants are talked about in the media
· Media does not just report on events and problems -- it tells us how to think about them
· Social construction of reality
· Common issues, tropes, symbols
· Moral claims: deserving refugees and undeserving migrants 
· refugees vs economic migrants
· Speechless emissaries-- malkki
· Questions of representation as central to refugee crisis
· Refugees as an object of knowledge, assistance and management -- produced as much by humanitarian aid as by the political events that lead to the displacement 
· A process of abstraction and dehistoricization
· Refugees are not people that have history
· Mass of humanity deserving our aid
· An universal, ahistorical humanity at the core of both progressive politics humanitarianism and anthropology itself
· Malkki’s argument?
· In contrast to Hutu refugees own self understanding humanitarianism apparatus depoliticizes the refugee category and creates in its place an ahistorical, universal, humanitarian subject
· Only works if those refugees are quiet 
· Refugee as a “pure and mute victim” 
· They represent human beings in need 
· We can’t imagine what refugees look like
· Problematizing Humanitarian Concern
· The way that we talk about refugees (representational practices) produce speechlessness 
· Standardized pictures 
· We see a shift of humanitarianism when it is individual crisis that we see and not masses of refugees
· Constructing the Refugee Category
· Refugee
· Someone whose citizenship is threatened then you can be a refugee
· Asylum Seeker
· A person who has left their country of origin and formally applied for asylum in another country but whose application has not yet been concluded
· Refused Asylum Seeker
· Application has been unsuccessful and who has no other claim for protection awaiting a decision
· Economic Migrant
· What happens when the world does not recognize you as a refugee?
· Second wave asylum seekers in Canada
· Asylum seekers from USA have no been trying to get into canada 
· These are people whose asylum applications are about to be up
· Someone's status is contingent; subject to change 
· Follis: The case of the Left To Die Boat
· Libyans refugees and other migrants trying to reach Lampedusa (italian island off sicily)
· Subsequent inquiry into who is responsible for the death 63 migrants who dies after “multiple institutions” failed to respond to their pleas for help
· Reasons why they were coming?
· Trying to submit their partitions of asylum and to get papers
· Often times these are tough journeys 
· This has become such a phenomenon that they made a museum of artifacts of things that washed up on the beaches
· Anthropological critique on Human Rights
· “Human rights are meant to operare where the protections of citizenships fail or do not reach”
· If everything else fails, human rights should come to the rescue 
· “The enduring shortage of effective enforcement mechanisms is on among  the key reasons why human rights fail to deliver on their promise of universality”
· Human rights lack effective enforcement mechanisms
· All these countries involved are very defensive when they are asked to share assembling for this left to die boat
· If human rights are supposed to be universal what do we do when our world is defined by inequality 
· not everyone’s rights are equally respected; people don’t want to take responsibility when they feel they  don't have to 
· Human Rights in Action?
· How doe the unenforceability of human rights play out in the 2011 case of migrant deaths?
· Competing understandings of responsibility
· Two meanings of responsibility
· 1. “Capability of fulfilling an obligation”
· Anticipatory
· 2. “Duty” “accountable”
· Retrospective
· Leads to punishment 
· From guilt to failure
· The rise of agentless responsibility in a risk society
· Social and cultural anxieties around technological developments, climate change, etc Generate calls for responsibility without naming the responsible subject
· We never name the responsible party
· Human rights institutions can assign responsibility but there judgements do not have an effect
· In the end it was deemed “collective failure” -- No one was held responsible 
· There’s no call for justice -- “shit happens”
Ted Talk--
· Wanted you to think about how we are NOT innocent
· She stressed how we focus on being innocent not helping the refugees
· People don't move for a dream of a lifestyle it's because of desperate conditions 
· She’s calling for responsible collectiveness 
“Better to be Hot than Caught”
· 1700 illegal migrant deaths 
· Deserts are huge places therefore, cannot recover all the bodies

· How to think about technologies
· Sociotechnical assemblages: migrant material culture and technologies arising in response to ‘Prevention through Deterrence” programs which have made crossing more dangerous
· De loan argues that migrants relationship to technology is both dialectical and somatic 
· Technologies are helpful to us though users believe them to be so 
· This does not mean however that they are illogical
· Material culture can prove to be oppressive
· Keep this in mind when discussing “Human & the machine”
· Technicology can oppress us 
· Migrant specific Habitus
· Describes border crossing as a specific routinized physical suffering that creates a migrant specific habitus 
· Habitus: set of bodily comportments, dispositions, skills that are a product of socialization (gut feelings, how you are, etc)
· Habitus is shaped by gender, class, and ethnic background, as well as life experiences 
· Migration specific forms of capital (know how and skills) based on prior experience of successful crossing 
· Migrants worry about detection
· They do not want to look poor and want to blend in
· De loan argues that this strategy can backfire, making them more vulnerable 
· Border patrol agents use racial profiling, based on phenotype, accents and names to single out latinas
· Securitization of borders
· Security apparatuses: deterrence and containment 
· How nature can be conscripted to do enforce immigration policy (De leon)-- deserts are doing the work for the government and are thought to be a deterrent-- they usually never make it across 
· Shooting down immigrant boats (dzenovska’s ted talk)
· Securitization often relies on creating a state of emergency 
· Exceptional circumstances 
· Suspensions of law-- the law itself is not followed because something else is at hand 
· Justifies new, undemocratic and punitive practices
· Trump's muslim banned
· Harmful ways of treating them; beat them up
· Seperating children at the mexican border
· Enforcing borders creates “Police state”
· The other side of humanitarianism 
· Wants to save bare lives 
· Which are deserving subjects while others are kept out

· Selective way 
· Reading “waiting for jose”
· Ideology of volunteer border patrols
· Regular citizens are trying to prevent undocumented immigrants 
· Sympathy for the hardworking immigrants (minutemen)
· Minutemen: private colonists who independently organized to form well-prepared militia companies self-trained in weaponry, tactics and military strategies from american colonial partisan militia during the american revolutionary war. Known for being ready in minutes notice.
· Take their name from a revolutionary group of people that fought a war
Guarding the Texas Border
· Anti-Immigration Posters 
· “Illegal aliens”
· “Our language is english”
· “No jobs or government for you”
· Operation Normandy
· Volunteers take on a plan to get 3500 volunteers to stop and “invasion” of illegal immigrants from california to texas
· Imagining the role of the state
· They are imagining their state as a separate entity -- separate, discrete
· For minutemen (all about the rule of law) -- the state authorities are not doing enough
· Critiquing of globalization & neoliberal capitalism-- flow of labor
· Making labor more mobile
· Threat to your job-- “we need to take care of our own first”
· Centrality concerned of law
· When you use the law as a measure, you have to suspend your critical thinking that they can be unjust
· Ideas about “clash of civilization” -- (invasion)
· Borders as a site of political action
· Enacting ideals about the law or civil societies
· Spirit of civic associationism (Putnam) -- on the right and the left
· Ideas about active citizenship, duty and responsibility
· Connection between military service and the work of guarding the border
· “Civil disobedience” and new forms of subjectivity 
· Ways these can be perceived as civil disobedience 
· Activist convoys in Central Europe
· People in germany thought this was crazy for stopping refugees from coming in for help so they jumped into their cars and went to get families and give them a chance
· Could get a human trafficking charge 

SECOND HALF OF SEMESTER!
ANT 2128 

· How is an ethnographic book different than others?
· Lots of theory, concepts, and descriptions
· Pay attention to if there's different themes in chapters
· Author?
· Cultural anthropologist
· Associate professor in the program of science, technology and society at massachusetts institute of technology
· Research supported by major foundations and featured on numerous media others
· For broader significance
· People are interested in her research 
· Book won a major prize of the American Anthropological Association

Anthropology of the Contemporary ?
· Problem focuses projects vs. holistic studies of “cultures”
· Not a study of culture within this book, it is about new problems therefore, not engaging in a village typicalling, old school anthropology.
· In the reading it states that gambling has the same long term effects as hand held technologies and video games
· Using anthropological concepts and analytics for new ends 
· Long term ethnographic research
· Is one thing being in a place, but the benefits is that you can trace change 
· Multi Sited ethnographies
· Sometimes you need more than one method 
· Reimagining the human-- In relation to new practices, technologies and problems
· Post-human or non-human anthropology
· Huge chunks of the book are focused on this-- why people have these problems-- All they want is for everything to go away 
· Anthropology media -- in and unexpected form
· The book comes in an unexpected way
· Looking at what this type of technology is doing and how it’s reshaping humans 
· Learning from Las Vegas
· What associations does Las Vegas bring about?
· Gambling, fun, excitement
· How does making Las Vegas into an ethnographic site change your view of anthropology?
· Learning from las vegas-- architectural critique of “elite style”
· Different versions of yourself
· Las Vegas as a symbol of populist entertainment 
· Trying to please everyone
· Has a glamorous appeal 
· But also,symbol of late capitalism
· The New detroit
· We can say it represents capitalism
· Rise of entertainment industry and service labour
· The speculative and spectacular
· Gambling-- get nothing for something 
· Shifting ideas about risk 
· Hit by 2008 economic crisis
· “Gaming” Industry (no longer called gambling industry)
· Games as a cultural clues
· Insight into the times and the societies that create and popularize them
· How industries seek to shift the conversation 
· Want to associate “we are just playing games” leisure notion 
· Shift from gambling to gaming
· Takes away the negative notion associated with gambling 
· Business interest, research, and news coverage
· Anthropologists have been researching and watching games for a very long time 
· Machine Zone:
· Why gamblers play -- not to win but to simply continue
· “You can erase it all at the machines-- you can even erase yourself”
· “Eye of the storm” -- state of suspended animation
· Changing face of gambling 
· Solidarity, compulsive continuous
· Not about risk but about certainty
· How it makes them feel while playing, they know they will get that everytime
· Managing affective states: anxiety, boredom
· Producing a desirable subjective shift
· It does this by design -- people designed this technology to give people a solution 
· Broader implications: Varieties of “interactional Gadgetry”
· Status of the Object
· History of philosophical and anthropological thinking about objects and their relationships to human beings
· Philosophy: object/subject divide
· An object doesn’t have any agency or power of effect
· Encounter this through a critique
· Early anthropology and the status of the fetish
· Use for a certain type of effect
· Marx: Fetishism of Commodity
· Commodities (like an iphone) seems like a magical thing, it can do so many things?
· “Obscuring that idea and thinking that it is a commodity of labour (people are not paid well, and have hard lives) ”
· But people do not think about that they just think of it as a cool gadget like a fetish 
· Mauss: The hau of the gift
· Phenomenological approaches: senses and experience
· Material culture and The social life of things 
· Vibrant matter-- New materialism 
· Analogy of the gun: “guns don't kill people. People do”
· Its a different thing seeing a gun being sold and a gun being pointed at you 
· Person with and gun and a gun is a totally different thing 





