
SOCI2445 – Sociology of Deviance Study Notes
Introduction (Lecture)
Demonological Explanations: 
· Deviant behaviour was thought to be because of possession. (Demonology)
· Sorcery, witchcraft, etc. 
· Deviance: Anyone who has a physical defect. 

1. Statistical Definitions 
· Minorities = deviant 
· Because the majority is the norm
2. Pathological Behaviour 
· Diseases
· Emile Durkheim viewed crime this way
· When the rate of crime exceeds the state’s capacity to control it, it goes from normal to deviant. 
3. Deviance as Relativistic Behaviour
· Rule breaking
4. Deviance as dangerous behaviour
· Seen as a threat to society. (Ex: serial killer)
· If you act deviance people will leave you alone. (a defense mechanism) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Deviance can be Positive 
· The way we respond to deviant behaviour varies over time. (Different things considered deviant)
· Deviance depends on:
Who commits the crime
Who the victim was 
· Rules are only enforced when there are certain consequences (Very retroactive: someone has to complain.) 
Latent (over time) Functions of Deviance
1. Deviance clarifies rules (when someone challenges the status quo) 
Ex: Woman walked down the street without a bra/shirt on in Guelph; now this is legal.
2. Deviance maintains social rules 
When rules are challenged and we fight for them
3. Provides Solidarity and Cohesiveness
4. Provides an occasion to celebrate social rules
5. Boundary maintenance of status quo
6. Challenges validity of rules 
7. Elicits unwanted attention from authority (agents of social control.) 
8. Scapegoating 
9. Raises the value of conformity (When you see consequences) 
10. Early warning system 
Ex: Gangs being formed in your neighbourhood. 
What is a norm?
· The majority (statistical)
· So norms can change
Negative implications of deviance
1. Demarcation 
· Isolation from other people due to your deviance
· Excluded (from society, or your profession, sport, etc.) 
2. Deviants are often viewed as being morally inferior.
3. Deviance = an essentializing label
· Takes on characteristics of the label
· Self-fulfilling prophecy 
Readings for Lecture 2: Chapter 1
The Positivist Perspective (objectivists, absolutist, normative, determinist, and essentialist) 
1. Assumptions #1: Deviance is absolutely real
· Deviance is real
· Deviants possess qualities that distinguish them 
· Deviant behaviour about the individual (ex: biological traits) 
· Mental characteristics 
· Will be deviant no matter what country they are in
· TODAY: They understand what is considered “deviant” differs (ex: polygamy) 
Still an inward things 
Ex: Calling a mental illness lunacy does cause it. (Labels don’t CAUSE deviance) 
2. Assumption #2: Objectivism 
· Deviance as an observable object 
· Positivists study deviance like scientists study nature
3. Assumption #3: Determinism
· Deviance as determined behaviour
· Forces beyond their control
· Early positivistic sociologists thought humans had no free will.
· Now they say that they have free will, but many other things/factors affect their decisions. 
The Constructionist Perspective 
1. Assumption #1: Relativism
· Deviance as a label
· No label means no deviance 
· Socially constructed, defined by society
2. Assumption #2: Subjectivism 
· Deviance as a subjective experience 
· Should have empathy for the deviant
3. Assumption #3: Voluntarism
· Deviance as a voluntary act
Lecture Number 2
**Relativistic  most miss on the exam 
Four Types of Deviance (Howard Becker) 
1. Conformist 
· Complied
· Obeys everything 
2. Falsely accused deviant 
· Inaccurate label applied to them. (Ex: Homosexual) 
3. The Secret Deviant 
· Cheats on exams
· Public persona conflicts with personal persona 
Ex: the RCMP officer that liked bondage. 
4. Pure Deviant 
· Overtly (publicly disobeys rules) 
Moved on to Next topic
1. MISSED
2. When people want the law enforced only some laws are enforced
· More lenience if majority does it. (Ex: Marijuana) 
· Sometimes, even if widespread, those in power will still enforce it. (Prostitution and Harper) 
3. **** Some people will call the police and complain (ex: Speeders on the road)
4. Personal Interest (ON EXAM
· To enforce the law would have ramifications in other areas. 
· Ex: Protesters, being aggressive would mean a big law suit. 
· Don’t want to start a riot. 
· People will “cherrypick” arresting people. (Ex: Canada Day) 
Front page is public urination rather than underage drinking. 
Next Topic
1. Rule Creators
· Crusading Conformers 
2. Rule Enforcer 
· Strictly focussed (serious hall monitors) 
· Some cops never just give out a warning
· Parking attendants 
	
	Positivist
	Constructionist 

	Tenant #1
	Absolutism
· The behaviour is absolutely real
	Relativism
· Deviance is not real,
· It’s a label

	Tenant #2
	Deterministic 
· Deviance is determined behaviour
· You can fix the problem
	Subjectivism
· Should be studied with empathy

	Tenant #3
	Objectivism
· Observable phenomenon 
· You are removed from the study
· Application of the scientific method
	Voluntarism
· A self-willed act
· Internal forces 



 Three Difference Theories (Positivist) 
1. Anomie Strain Theory: Robert K Merton
· Structural/Functional perspective (Social structure and Anomie)
· Typology of adaptation
· Work is based on materialism, but not everyone has the means to get wealth
· Durkheim: dysfunction between means and goals
Connected to suicide (different rates of suicide in different countries)
2. Control Theory
3. Social Learning Theory
Five Modes of Deviance
1. Innovators: Want goal but not means
2. Ritualist: Don’t care for goals, want means
Scaling down aspirations
Want income, but don’t want to work too much (work just enough)
3. Retreatism: Reject goals and means
Anchorite = a hobo
4. Comformist 
5. Rebellion: want to replace the goals of society 
Social Integration: Healthy society, functioning well 
Four Types of Suicide 
1. Fatalistic Suicide
Drive throughout life (destined to kill yourself)
2. Altruistic Suicide
Sacrifice themselves for the greater good. (Ex: Religious)
3. Egoistic Suicide
Weak ties to group/society (Alienation) 
4. Anomic Suicide (Most Common) 
Norms are so weakened, people can’t connect
People lose purpose 
Readings 
Anomie Strain Theory 
· Robert K Merton (1938)
· Anomie: breakdown of social norms due to society’s ambitious goals but lack of means to succed. (Durkheim) 
Merton: Goal-Means Gap
1. Conformity: +goals +means
2. Innovation: +goals –means
3. Ritualism: -Goal +means (scaling down aspirations)
4. Retreatism: -Goal –Means
5. Rebellion: REJECTION OF BOTH
Cohen: Status Frustration (1955)
· Very similar to Merton (lower class = deviant)
· If you can’t succeed in middle class, go back to lower class and compete there
· Delinquent subculture: more fair competition
Cloward and Ohlin: Differential Illegitimate Opportunity
· Accept that lower class has less legitimate opportunities, but they also have less ILLIGITIMATE opportunities. 
· Criminal Subculture: such as a gang (where crime = success)
· Conflict Subculture: need good fighting skills or other requirement to get “rep”
· Retreatist Subculture: willing to enjoy drugs
Couldn’t succeed legitimately or illegitimately (a double failure)
· Problem: Don’t know if lower class have same goals, and don’t know if they commit more crimes. 
Social Learning Theory
· Sutherland: Differential Association
More likely to be deviant if you associate with deviants.
Even a father (non-deviant) who says it’s okay to steal if you are poor
Not always true (a lawyer has lots of contact with deviants) 
· Glassier: Differential Identification (1956)
Thinks Sutherland’s theory ignores individual choice-making abilities. 
Called it a “mechanistic image” of deviance.
Can associate with deviants (ex: in movies) as long as we don’t associate with them and make them our heroes. 
· Burgess and Akers: Differential reinforcement (1966)
Tries to explain the learning process (since Sutherland did not)
Likely to continue the behaviour that has been the most satisfying in the past. 
(Ex: will rob again if you make money and haven’t been caught) 
Problem: Doesn’t explain the INITIAL deviant act, only the repetition. 
Control Theory
· Instead of “what causes deviance” they ask “what causes conformity?” 
· Accept Freudian impulses theory: people will be deviant unless they are controlled. 
· Absence of social control = deviance.
· Hirschi, Gottfredson, and Tittle: Social Bond, Self-Control, and Control Balance.
Hirschi: Social Bond
· Strong bond to society = conformity 
· Weak bond = deviance
· Four ways to bond to society
1. Attachment
To people and institution (ex: family or peers)
2. Commitment
To conformity, or achievement (ex: have spent time getting an education, building a business, etc.)
3. Involvement 
To conventional activities (ex: no spare time to be deviant)
4. Belief
In moral validity of social rules
Gottfredson and Hirschi: also say people with weak self-control are likely to be deviant
· Compulsive, reckless, insensitive
· - 
· Inadequate socialization
Charles Tittle: 1995 and 2004: Lack of Control Balance = Deviance
· Control Surplus: Having more control over others than they have on you
· Control Deficit: Others have more control over us than we have over them
Braithwaite: Reintegrative Shaming
· Instead of bonding, looks are social c.ontrol through shaming. (supposed to invoke remorse)
· Two Types of Shaming:
1. Disintegrative Shaming (ex:banished)
Stigmatized, ostrasized, rejected. 
Common in the U.S: weak social relationships and strong individualism
2. Reintegrative Shaming (more positive)
Make them feel guilty, but show understanding and forgiveness. (ex: like parents to their children)
Common in Japan: strong social relationship, weak individualism
The Deterrence Doctrine
· Focussed on formal, rather than informal, social control.
· Assumes people calculate costs/benefits before crime
Ex: Punishment deters crime, lack of punishment enforces it.
· Need severity (harsher punishment,) certainty (more likely to be caught,) and swiftness (arrested quickly.) 
· Assumed to achieve general deterrence as well as specific deterrence. 
· Problems: often a deviant act causes weaker social bonds rather than vice versa. 
· Lenient treatment probably works with first time offenders. 
Summary
1. Anomie Strong Theory
· Merton’s goal-means gap: society encourages success without providing means
· Cohen’s status frustration: lower class fail to achieve status in middle class school environment
· Cloward and Ohlin’s differential illegitimate opportunity: lower class’s deviance depends on access to illegitimate opportunity.
Newer version: American dream encourages illegal means. 
2. Social Learning Theory
· Sutherland’s Differential Association: associate with deviants
· Glassier’s differential identification: identify with deviants more than non-deviants
· Burgess and Aker’s differential reinforcement: will continue deviance if rewarded/not punished. 
3. Control Theory
· Social Bond, Self-Control, and Control Balance: Bond to society or self-control is weak, or control surplus/deficit. 
· Braithwaite’s Reintegrative Shaming: Will be deviant if not made to feel ashamed for wrong doing or integrate into society. 
· The Deterrence Doctrine: Will be deviant if they know acts are not punished with severity, certainty, and swiftness. 
Summary (again)
· All within Anomie Strain Theory:
Merton: Goal-means gap  Deviance
Cohen: goal-means gap  status frustration  Deviance
Cloward and Ohlin: goal-means gap  differential illegitimate opportunity  different deviant activities.
· All within Social Learning Theory
Sutherland: differential association  Criminal Behaviour
Glassier: Differential association  differential identification  criminal behaviour
Burgess and Akers: differential association  differential reinforcement  criminal behaviour. 
Lecture
Albert Cohen: Status Frustration (Gangs)
· School system designed for middle and upper class boys.
· Lower class can’t compete = status frustration
Go back to lower class neighbourhood and set up a delinquent subculture which they can compete in more fairly. 
Cloward and Ohlin
· Differential opportunity
· Pathway to success
Sutherland: Differential Association
1. Criminal Behaviour = learned
2. Learn deviance through others 
3. Principle part of learning of criminal behaviour in intimate groups (small). 
4. Learning includes:
Techniques of committing the crime (simple or complex)
Specific direction of modes, drives, rationalizations and attitudes.
5. Specific directions of motives/drives are learned from:
Definitions of the legal codes as favourable or unfavourable
6. ****A person becomes a criminal because of an excess of definitions favouravle of breaking the law compared to unfavouravle.
Weigh pros/cons
7. Differential associations vary in frequency, duration, priority and intensity. 
8. Learning involves all the same mechanisms in any other type of learning.
9. Criminal behaviour = expression of general needs and values, it cannot be explained by those needs and values.  (because law abiding people have the same value) 
Control Theories
· Look are why people comply with the law, rather than why they don’t
· What causes conformity
· Reject Freudian theory that “animal instincts” cause deviance.
· Believe its embedded in social structure. 
Travis Hirschi 
1. Involvement: too little spare time
2. Belief: common value system, what society offers you
3. Attachment: to people and institutions 
4. Commitment: such as school or career development
Braithewaite: Shaming
1. Stigmatic Shaming
Exposing them (ex: media)
2. Reintegrative Shaming
Show understanding (ex: restorative justice)
Agents of Social Control – Official Deviance
Constable Desmond Sandboe
· Assaulted a drunk prisoner
· Claimed he was defending himself, but was caught on video
RCMP vs Parker
· Asked why another person was being arrested
· Didn’t get out of the back of the vehicle, was pepper sprayed and repeatedly punched
· 23 months after incident, family received a letter saying too much time had passed to punish the officer. 
· BUT there is not statute of limitations for assault causing bodily harm. 
Paul Boyde
· Show 6 times by Vancouver police officer
· In court, other officers said he was walking towards him with a bicycle chain.
· A video by a tourist captured the incident, showing he was actually crawling on his hands and knees. 
Readings
Constructionist Theories
· How people impute the notion of deviance to behaviour such as abortion. 
1. Labelling Theory
a) Aversion of Symbolic Interactionism
· Negative response to an act = deviance
· It is the responses, not the acts, that form deviance
b) Who labels whome? 
· Ex: who represents law and order
Mostly rich, white and powerful
c) Consequences of labelling 
· For the labelled: tend to view themselves as deviant; causes more deviance
· Tannenbaum: How you become a deviant
1. First Act: You consider it innocent, adults declare it delinquent.
2. Second Act: Final behaviour you both consider deviant
· Lemert: Primary and Secondary Deviance
For the labeller: positive
If one person is labelled, the rest of the community learns and knows better
Encourages us to avoid punishment
2. Conflict Theory
a) Social Conflict: Incompatible interests, needs, and desire of diverse groups
Ex: Business companies vs. Labour Unions, Conservatives vs. Liberals
b) Cultural Conflict: What is considered right in one culture but wrong in another. 
· Legal Reality Theory: Law on the books vs. Law in action
Chambliss: Unjust practice is due to historical changes and organizational imperative.
Organizational Imperative: Societies seek to maximize the rewards and minimize trouble for itself. (So, pushing rich, well-respected white collar criminals has too many consequences) 
Laws protect those in power (historically speaking, such as laws preventing people from moving from their town to escape low wages.) 
· Social Reality Theory
Law = used by ruling class to secure the capitalist system. 
The Social Reality of Crime – Quinney (Blames Capitalist System)
i) Dominant class labels behaviour that threatens their interests as deviance
ii) Dominant class applies these laws (via police, judges, etc) to protect their interests.
iii) Members of the subordinate class engage in these behaviours due to circumstances 
Ex: Stealing because they are poor. 
iv) Dominant class uses this to form the ideology of crime. 
Ex: Since the subordinate class commits the most crime, they should be arrested and convicted more often.
These factors produce high crime rates and help the dominant class establish legal order. 
· Marxist Theory 
Deviance = due to exploitive nature of Capitalism
Capitalism = always seeking profit (ex: outsourcing – puts people out of work) 
Calvin and Pauly: Coercive Control – Threatening to fire to get works to work harder… causes resentment and nonattachment = crime. 
· Feminist Theory
Argue other theories are just about men
Ex: not as interested in material success compared to personal relationships (due to socialization) 
Rape = to put women in their place and show male dominance
Increase in petty crimes (ex: shoplifting) but not higher profit crimes (ex: embezzlement) 
· Power Theory 
Powerful = more likely to engage in profitable deviant acts (ex: corporate crime) 
Power = affects the TYPE of crime
Reasons:
i) Powerful = stronger deviant motivation
Stems from relative deprivation (higher aspirations compared to the lower class)
ii) Powerful = Greater deviant opportunity
Banker vs. Bank Robber
iii) Powerful = Weaker Social Control 
Greater influence in making and enforcing laws
(Murder goes to jail for life but corporations whose drugs kill many do not) 
· Postmodernist Theory 
Recognizes that no one is completely objective, although due to scientific theory; everyone pretends to be.
Subject’s views are more important for study
Deconstructionism: Like analysis (breaking something down to understand it) but primarily to criticize. 
New Ideas in Postmodernist Theory: 
i) Linguistic domination: language of the strong dominates the weak.
Ex: Call those who questions the government “traitors” 
Ex: Terrorists vs. Freedom Fighters 




Summary
1. Labelling Theory (Becker): Powerful = more likely to label powerless as deviant
Being labeled as a deviant leads to more deviance due to self-image.
2. Phenomenological Theory: Looking into people’s subjective interpretation of their own experiences is key to understanding their deviance. 
3. Conflict Theory
a) Legal Reality: Law enforcement favours rich/powerful
b) Social Reality: Dominant class produces crime by making/enforcing laws that oppress the subordinate class, spreading crime ideology. 
c) Marxist: Deviance/crime stems from exploitative nature of capitalism 
d) Feminist: Conventional theories are inapplicable to women
e) Power: Powerful = greater deviance opportunity and weaker social control
f) Postmodernist: “privileged” language of the powerful dominates the “marginalized” language. 
Lecture
Labelling Theory (aka Symbolic Interactionism) – Howard Sylvester Becker 
Malcolm Gladwell: Wrote a book called “blink”
· Came up with the term “outlier” (people who are deviant by virtue of their success) 
Becker
· All groups make rules at some point (and attempt to enforce them) 
· Rule breakers: when a rule is enforced, are seen differently. (A special kind of person)
Ex: lack of trust for the person
· Deviance is not a quality that lies in behaviour itself, but the interaction between the person who commits the crime and those who respond to it. 
Not a criminal until convicted 
· **** Social groups create deviance by making the rules whose infraction constitutes deviance and by applying the rules to particular people and labelling them as outsiders. 
· *** Deviance is not a quality of the act the person commits, but rather a consequence of the application by others of rules and sanctions to an offender. 
Deviant = one to who the label has been successfully applied.
Deviant behaviour = behaviour that we label 
Edwin Lemert: 2 types of Deviance: 
1. Primary
The first time you do something that others consider deviant. 
2. Secondary Deviance
When the behaviour continues
A Secondary Deviant – you begin to accept the label
Steps in-between the two:
1. Primary Deviance (the initial act)
2. Get caught: penalties (ex: criticism) 
3. Do it again (further primary deviation) 
4. Increase of penalties
5. Further deviance: accept/flaunt it
6. Strengthens the deviant conduct
7. Acceptance of who they are 
= A career deviant (an occupation, not temporary)
· You then join a group (Gangs, strippers, etc) 
· When you move into an organized group, there are certain consequences
All deviant groups (more than deviant individuals) tend to rationalize their position.
You will dissociate from people who disagree with you
repudiations of conventional norms/values. 
Agents of Social Control
· Those who enforce the rules that have been defined for them
· Don’t MAKE the law
Beckers Perspective:
· Deviant = not isolated
· Involves two people (one of whome labels) 
· Only if you accept their labels. 
Lecture 
Richard Quinney (Radical Conflict Theorist)
· Criminal law is just an arm of the Capitalist Society
· Social reality of crime
· System is set up to preserve itself
Social Reality of Crime
1. Official Definition of Crime = created by agents of the dominant class in a politically organized society. 
The dominant class makes and enforces the law!
Most laws = about property
2. Definitions of crime are composed of behaviours that conflict with the dominant class. 
3. Definitions of crime are applied by those who have the power to create them.  (If you have the power to create the law, you enforce it too!)
4. How behavioural patterns develop in relation to definitions of crime
To become a criminal, you have 4 actions patterns:
i) Structured opportunities
ii) Learning experiences 
iii) Interpersonal associations
iv) See yourself as criminal. (Self-perceptual) 
5. Constructing an ideology of Crime
· Dominant class broadcasts are large what penalties of law-breaking are.
· Hegemony (show dominance) 
6. Constructing the Social Reality of Crime
Mr. Big Operations
· Ruled “legal” if the average person is not offended by what the police have done. 
· Allen Olivieh: RCMP exploited him and took him to Thailand. (Career criminal entrapment)
Case: Alberta – James Rosco
· Killed 4 RCMP officers
· Pedophile
· Terrorized a small community 
Police did nothing
· Was a known cop hater. (One cop showed his daughter to shoot a gun in case he rolled up to the house.)
· The 4 Mounties sent to the house were junior and inexperienced. 
Lecture
Feminist Theory 
· Criticize Merton’s Anomie Strain Theory 
Too much emphasis on material success 
Four Categories that can be identified with deviant populations
1. Access to research setting. (To population you are studying)
2. Establishing Relationships (Having a connection to the research group you are studying)
3. Acquiring Info
4. Researcher Interest


Different Sources of Data
· Questionnaires
· Field Studies
· Informants to give you Info
· Systematic Review (read the literature)
A meta-analysis 
Lecture
External Restraint Theory
· Some people don’t have the necessary internal restraint to prvent them from going out and wreaking havoc. 
Martin: Talks about physical and psychological punishment on children 
Wolfgang
· Largest study on homicide (688)
· Two types of Homocide
1. Victim Precipitated
Initiated it (Ex: First to get violent) – plays an active role.
2. Non-Victim Precipitated 
Ex: Serial Killers
· Bulk of sex-crimes occur in the family home. 
Random Notes by Prof
· Men usually kill men
· Women most frequently kill infants (infanticide)
· Women usually kill men with poison
· Homicides most common on weekends
More likely to involve family member
· Upper classes: any day of the week (can hire someone) 
Guest Speaker on Prositution
POWER: Group she advocates
Client: Genuine intention to pay for services
Predators: Wants to assault a woman, and sex workers make easy targets. 
It is illegal to communicate for the purpose of prostitution in public. 
Three Ways Sex workers protect themselves:
1. Well-lit, Well-populated areas
2. Working in groups/with friends
3. Taking the time to assess client’s safety
Police: “Street Sweeps”
· Police pretend to be citizens and as soon as a prostitute communicates they are arrested.
1. Don’t do this so police don’t find them
2. Draws attention
3. Jump in vehicle fast
Body House Law
· Same law used to raid gay houses in the 60s.
· Can’t see more than one client in your home
· Forces you to go to theirs. (Unsafe)
· Can’t work in groups, attracts attention
Can’t live off the avails of prostitution 
· Includes agencies and bodyguards
· Onus is on anyone in the company of a sex worker to prove they aren’t living off the avails.
Stigma: Taints you
Swedish Model: It is illegal to buy sex, but not to sell it. 
· Not a good idea
· Complicates the screening process: Won’t want to give their name and references
· Drives away “good” clients and only the bad ones who don’t care will continue. 
· Less reports of human trafficking: 
If a client thinks a female is trapped, they may call the police, but not if they might go to jail.
Reasons they choose sex work:
1. High level of income
2. Flexibility of hours
Wants Full Decriminalization
· Against legalization (Ex: In Nevada you have to be in a brothel) 
Proceeding with normal lecture
· 5x as many family violence below poverty level
· Upper and Middle Class: we don’t know
Affects all types of families
· Abused children are at a higher risk of becoming abusive. 
Lecture Watching Ashley Smith Video
· Patient in psychiatric facility
· Committed suicide while guards watched
· Initially, sentenced to one month for throwing a crab apple at a postman.
Incest
· Most cases of incest involve the stepfather and daughter
· Most offenders are isolated and loners
· Social class doesn’t matter
Readings: Homosexual Deviance
Teen Sex
· Views have changed: Premarital sex is not as deviant today, but ONLY if you are over 20.
· 35% of schools teach abstinence only
· 51% teach contraception AND abstinence
· 14% teach both, without emphasizing which is better
Extramarital sex
· 25% of men and 17% of women
· MYTH: men believe it will be more satisfying but both men and women report more pleasure with spouse.
· Why:
a)  Cultural Variations
Ex: Lozi, if a man walks with a woman or gives her a beer, he has committed adultery. 
Ex: Christianity: Divorce and Remarriage = adultery
Legitimate Infidelity/Adultery
Ex: A woman, if unhappy, may take another lover and have them openly live in the house. 
b) Social Factors – more likely to if:
You’ve had premarital sex
You’re a man
Not Religious
Lower income
· Infidelity is likely to lead to divorce
Betrayed spouse often tries to save marriage
Marriage usually survives if affair is ended. 
Swingers
· “co-marital sex” or “mate swapping”
· Only 1-2% of couples 
· Most middle-class suburban whites, protestant 
· More are bored and lack hobbies
Brian Gilmartin’s observations (1975):
1. Lower church attendance 
2. Unhappy childhoods
3. The husband is more likely to have divorced or unhappy parents
4. Began dating/sex at an early age
5. More likely to have been divorced once
6. Less community and politically active
· More alienated from society, resist social control
· Usually initiated by the husband
· Can improve marriage if the couple can separate sex from emotion
· Those who are sensitive/romantic do not do well when their swinging partner just wants sex.
Pornography
· Huge demand today
· Strip clubs bring in more money than opera, ballet, jazz, and classical music combined.
Harmful?
· Lab studies find violent porn makes men more aggressive to women.
· Conservatives: Porn destroys traditional family values
Think they will find their own sex boring and seek out deviant sex. 
Non-Harmful?
· Liberals don’t like censorship
· Use real world (not lab) research
· 1960-1969: Porn watching went up significantly, but rape did not. 
· Denmark: Prohibition on porn was removed, and sex crimes went DOWN. 


Phone Sex
· The operator will go along with anything to get their client to stay on the line longer
· Amy Flowers: 5 types of callers
1. Quick Sex Callers: ask for a fast sex act and do not stay on the line long. (majority)
2. Psychos – violent/angry caller: talk about beating and raping women
3. Lonely, lovelorn callers: Call the same operator, talk about plans for future and don’t talk about sex.
4. Sexually possessive: Like the lovelorn caller, but jealous that she talks to other men too.
5. Likable caller: Sound attractive, able to arouse the operators personal/sexual interest.
Often well-spoken, well-educated
Insist they called out of curiosity
Nude Dancing
· Don’t pay much attention to dance, just want tips
· Customers: working class men, not good looking, young and assertive
· Dancers = well-paid (#1 reason) 
Sexual Harassment 
· Unwanted sexual behaviour in the work place
· More policies put in place after 1999 Supreme Court Decision (Feresa Harris) 
· Men’s attempt to preserve traditional dominance over women
· Most common in more male-dominated occupations (military) 
· Also just strong harassing weak. (Ex: a female boss can harass her male employee)
Prostitution
· Types:
1. Street-walkers
Most abused by customers, pimps, and police 
Least paid
Older prostitutes are better and keeping safe 
2. Child/Adolescent Prostitutes 
Usually in a chaotic family, used to seeing their mom/sisters with many men
Aptly ready to accept offer of payment for sex
Many have suffered abuse from parent
8-12 = baby pros: Usually still in school
13-17 = usually run away from home and use drugs (sometimes by pimp)
Tourists often go to poor countries where they can’t be charged for child abuse 
3. House Prostitutes 
“Whore House”/Brothels 
Nevada = legal prostitution: likely to make customers wear condoms
Don’t get to set own hours, have to give 50% of earnings to Madamme 
4. Call Girls
Aristocrats of prostitution 
Aware of high status and offended if treated like a street walker 
Feel more empowered and in control
· Prostitute subculture: A lot of contempt for customers as more pretend to hate prostitutes in public but visit them in private. (most common in street walkers) = more likely to overprice. 
· COYOTE: prostitute rights organization
Other participants in Prostitution
1. Madam – owner of brothel
Most are former prostitutes 
Recruits and trains employees
Keeps a john book
Deals with police
2. Pimp
Usually takes all earnings 
Makes girls find own customers
Often uses violence
3. The John
AKA the trick
Often can get sex, but this is easier
Buying power over a woman
Want untangled sex
Want variety of sexual experiences
a) Occasional johns (majority)
b) Habitual johns: want emotional attachment
c) Compulsive Johns: will only have premarital sex with “bad” women – prostitutes 
Can’t stay away
Often only get erections with prostitute, not wife
Positivist Theories of Prostitution 
1. Functionalist
Two Reasons why Prostitution exists:
a) Society’s system of morality
b) Prostitution serves to strengthen sexual morality
· Make sex with prostitutes meaningless, so when men want meaningless sex that’s where they go. 
· Society makes anal and oral sex immoral, so if you want it, that’s where you go. 
Because you don’t want to dephile your wife
2. Feminist
· Patriarchal system creates demand and supply for prostitution 
· Boys taught to be dominant (and will want to dominate a prostitute) and girls taught to be submissive. 
· In turn, prostitution reinforces patriarchy 
3. Socio-Psychological Theory
· Three Factors:
i) Predisposing (ex: mom was with lots of men)
ii) Attracting (money and other expectations) 
iii) Precipitating (social situations, unemployed, etc) 
More Readings
Family Violence: Myths
1. Only in Poor (but it is more likely)
2. Violence and Love can’t coexist
3. Abused children become abusive (there is an association though)
4. Alcohol and drugs are involved (users are more likely though) 
Marital Rape
· Only 3% of people have been raped by a stranger
· 14% have suffered marital rape
· Vaginal rape = less than hald
· Causes: 
1. Sexist belief that husbands are entitled
2. Husbands attempt to punish the wife
3. Attempt at control (ex: if wife has a better job)
Wife Beating
· 3% of wives beaten every year
· Attempt to rationalize/neutralize their actions
1. Blaming the victim for provoking
2. Minimizing harm
3. Violence was beyond their control (ex: Drunk) 
· Also emotional, like PTSD, which can devolpe into Battered Woman Syndrome
· Why don’t they leave? (The majority do)
a) Socially and economically isolated
Dependent, no hope of gaining employment
b) Fear of retaliation 
· Causes:
a) Sexist nature of society
b) Husbands who have lost control
Child Abuse
· Two Types (Sexual and Physical) 
· Victims = more likely to have later marital problems 
· Most abuse is physical 
· 1974: Child abuse prevention and treatment act
Requires teachers, cops and healthcare providers to report suspicious cases
· Causes: 
1. Intergenerational transmission of violence
If abused as a child, they think its ok
2. Having observed as children how adults use violence to express anger. (ex: reaction to stress) 
3. Acceptance of popular view that physical punishment is the proper way to discipline children. (1/2 of US parents)
4. Poverty, unemployment, family problems, and lack of education. 
5. Problematic interaction between parent and child
Parents: unreasonable expectations, lack of skill
Child: disabilities, antisocial behaviour 
Female Genital Mutilation
Causes:
1. Cultural belief 
That it makes women more desirable
2. High social value of virginity and marriageability 
3. Social and psychological benefits (ex: bonding with the group of women you do it with)
Elder Abuse
· Older men are more vulnerable because they are more likely to live with the family
· Social isolation increases chances 
· Physical abuse (caused by stress) or financial exploitation 
· Causes: 
Stressful
Sandwiched generation: looking after kids and parents at the same time. 
· Abusers: 
Severe personality problems (alcohol, drugs, unemployment)
Money problems (causes stress) 
Women less likely to abuse parents because they are more close to them 


Social Profile on Family Abusers 
· Age: Under 30 (most likely) 
· Class: Most often lower and lack education
· Gender: Male, but women more psychological 
· Stressful life 
Global Perspective 
· More frequent in developing countries (Bad in Romania and Russia…police don’t help)
Theories
1. Social Learning Theory
2. Stress Theory (If you have the resources like money and intelligence, the stress can be handled) 
3. Exchange theory
Costs/Benefits
Social Responses to Family Violence 
· Violence by strangers is treated more harshly
· Marital rape often not treated as real rape
· Teachers/healthcare people must now report suspicious cases 
· No formal gov action to protect elders, but some states have reporting laws
Useful services: Medical and Legal
Readings: Physical Violence 
· Most terrorists = well educated from rich families 
· Aggravated assault = attempt to kill 
· Murderers/Assaulters Profile:
Poor, black, victimize same race, large cities, male, south, violent past, weekend. 
More likely to use firearms.
Summer = more assaults
Class and Race

· 90% of murderers are lower class. (more financial, marital, and stress problems)
· Blacks = more poor
· Most people kill their own race 
Regions/Large Cities/Rural Areas 
· South: Violent behaviour is more acceptable 
· Rural Areas (isolation) = reduced community integration 
· Things that reduce community
Rural: Population dispersion
Cities: population heterogeneity 
· Urban: more stranger deaths 
Gender and Age 
· More men kill other men
· If men kill women, usually in an abusive relationship, infidelity, or family massacre.
· Females: More often to kill men.
Attempt to escape abusive relationship
Usually defensive
· Males kill at a younger age
Patterns of Killing 
· July and August = most murders
· December = weird peak in murders
· Weekday killings are most likely to involve strangers
· Day of the week only affects lower classes
· Middle Class = calculated and premeditated 
Place
· Men = In public, or in bedroom
· Women, in living room
· Women = more likely to be killed in the home 
Method 
· Guns = most common
· The more guns in a country, the more handgun homicides
Ex: USA (15000) vs Canada (100) 
· Rich: likely to use refined killing techniques (poison, hire someone, hit and run) 
Characteristics of a Homicide
Warm-Blooded Murder 
· From people we know
· Cold-blooded = strangers and unemotional 
Doing victim a favour
· Victim precipitated homicide: ¼ of homicides 
Sometimes WANT to be killed
Ex: Men don’t want to go out silently (suicide) because its feminine. 
Winning a Trivial Argument 
· Ex: $5 bet
· Most common in lower class (way of defending honour)
· “character contests” 
An Adjunct Suicide 
· Homicide then suicide 
3-4% of murders in the US, 10% of Canadian murders 
· Usually male with female victim 
· Sociology: they are “normal” because they feel remorse and then commit suicide. 
· Psychiatric: They are “abnormal” and want to reunite with the victim
· Pilot Suicide: More planes crash after a highly publicised murder-suicide.
· More murder-suicides (125) on the third day after publication. 
	Mass Murderer
	Serial Murderer 

	· Lots of people at once
· Often caught or die
· Extraordinarily ordinary
	· Victims spread out, killed one by one.
· Good at hiding it
· 1-2% of homicides
· Commit crime in one city


· Neither are mentally ill (usually) 
Social Profile of Serial Killers
· Most are quite ordinary
· Only 20% have post-secondary
· They are charming
· White men, late 20s early 30s
· Most likely to kill vulnerable (prostitutes, children, elderly)
· Most are sadists 
Global Perspective on Homicide 
· Developing countries = higher rates
· 
· Of developed countries, the US has by far the highest rate. (due to inequality and poverty rates)
· Latin = culture of violence” Men: encouraged to defend manhood. 
· Patriarchal Countries (Middle East): Women may suffer honour killings 
School Violence 
· Often suffer depression
· Often bullied 
· Abused by parents
· Easy availability to guns 
· Media violence affects the susceptible
Stalking
· Pursuing someone and causing fear of harm
· Majority know their victims (exs, coworkers, etc)
· Most male, black is more common, stalk females. 
· Loners, mentally unstable and socially incompetent 
Hate Killing 
· Victims race, religion, national origin, or sexual orientation
· Rare
· American Americans and gay are most likely victims
· Targeted at all members of the group 
· Most killers had joined a hate group. 
· Three Types
1. Three Hate Killers: bored, feel important from attacks
2. Defensive Hate Killers: defend supposed “birth right” 
3. Mission Hate Killers (rarest): Seek to destroy all members 
Genocide 
· Third type of Hate Killer, if a Political Leader
· Victims killed for who they are
· Most leaders are average, not monsters (ex: many Nazis committed suicide) 
· Causes:
1. Physical and Psychological separation between victim and perpetrator 
2. Dehumanization of victims
3. Obedience to authority 
4. Perpetrator’s psychological ability to disassociate from what they are doing 
5. Power: More government power (authoritarian) = more likely  
Terrorism: September 11
· Violence aimed at government 
· Often powerless individuals fighting for powerful government 
· Holy War against the US – “The Great Satan” 
· Osama Bin Laden promised them 72 virgins in heaven. 
Why do People Kill?
1. External Restraint Theory 
· Homicide and suicide are both due to frustration
· Weak external restraint = self-directed aggression (suicide)
· Strong external restraint = other-directed aggression (homicide) 
· Later added: Socialization in aggression by physical punishment 
If punished physically = outward aggression
If punished psychologically = inward aggression 
2. Subculture Violence Theory 
· Some places, resorting to violence is approved 
Death Penalty
· Sociologists: NO – Brutalizing effect
· Economists: YES
Lecture (After Missed Lecture)
· Punishment does not work
· Victims are deviant (not in the majority)
EXAM: Social Learning Theory (9 Principles)
· Howard Becker Quote: IT is not the behaviour, it’s the interaction between the deviant and the person witnessing the act. 
· Anomie Strain Theory (5 modes of adaptation) 




