Exploring Sociology
Chapter 1: Understanding the Sociological Imagination
· To understand the beauty of sociology is to appreciate its distinctive view of the social world, often referred to as the sociological perspective
· Sociology: The systematic study of human groups & their interactions
· Sociological perspective: Unique way in which sociologists see our world and can dissect the dynamic relationships between individuals and the larger social network in which we all live
· Charles Wright Mills
· Believed people who don’t/can’t recognize the social origins and character of their problems may be unable to respond to them effectively
· Inability to understand how individual issues are influenced by social factors lowers a person’s ability to understand & fix problems
· Mills looks at differences between personal troubles and social issues
· Personal troubles: result of individual challenges
· Social issues: caused by larger social factors 
· Example: failed test, but group of students also fail in the class
· Personal problems are never seen as social issues due to failure of making the connection between the individual world and the social world 
· Quality of mind: seeing/understanding that personal issues also have social context
· Has nothing to do with a person’s intelligence or level of education
· Not seeing the fact that a personal issue has connection to the social world is a lack of quality of mind
· If a group of students fail and no one talks about it, then each student has a personal trouble and they never realize there is an issue. 
· Mills would say these students lack quality of mind b/c they didn’t try to understand their individual circumstance from the social context
· To improve Quality of mind, Mills argued that sociologists need to expose individuals to what he called social imagination. It involves stepping outside of your condition and looking at yourself from a new perspective product of family, income, race, gender
· Social Imagination: Ability to perceive how dynamic social forces influence individual lives
· You will ask yourself “Who am I and why do I think the way I do?
· This internal reflection requires us to think about ourselves differently, and enables us to become more informed about the social forces that have come together to make us who we are. 
· Mills referred to people who are unable/unwilling to see the social world as it truly exists as cheerful robots.
· Cheerful robots: People who are unwilling/unable to see the social world as it truly exists

· Peter Berger
· In his 1963 book, he defines the sociological perspective as the ability to view the world from two distinct yet complementary perspectives: seeing the general in the particular and seeing the strange in the familiar
· Seeing the general in the particular is the ability to look at seemingly unique 
events/circumstances and then recognize the larger/general features involved.
· Sociologists need to tune their sociological perspective by thinking what is familiar and seeing it as strange
· The ability to see the general in the particular and the strange in the familiar is the cornerstone of the sociological perspective
· Each of us has what some sociologists refer to as agency
· Agency: Assumption that individuals have the ability to alter their socially constructed lives 
· Sociologists use the term structure to refer to opportunities and constraints that exist within a network of roles, relationships, and patterns that are relatively stable and persistent over time
· Structure: The network of relatively stable opportunities and constraints influencing individual behaviours
· Ex/ If one works as a receptionist in a large multinational corp., it influences their life & the opportunities and challenges 
· Structure refers to small interactions as well as large social parameters (job, minority status, education level)
· Research suggest that people who are minorities, or have a physical disability, or a mental disability, or who are lesbian, gay, or bisexual, face forms of discrimination
· Society treats men & women differently. Canada remains a patriarchy 
· Patriarchy: System where men control the political & economic resources of society
· Socioeconomic Status (SES): a term used to describe a combination of variables to classify/rank people on criteria such as income level, level of education achieved, occupation, and area of residence
· Sociologists use the term ascribed status to define a situation where someone is assigned advantage or disadvantage simply through birth
· Sociologists use the term achieved status to define attributes developed throughout life as a result of effort 
· Thinking sociologically is to realize how people’s beginnings influence what they can be
· Sociology teaches us that the majority of those born poor remain poor
· Children’s well-being is almost always associated with the household income
· Our perceptions of ourselves & others are the product of many factors






THE ORIGINS OF SOCIOLOGY

· Confucius (K’ung fu-tzu) 
· Him & ancient Greeks engaged in discussions & writings about society & the role of the individual citizen in particular
· Sophists went around in Greece to cater to rich, teaching how to live well and be happy
· Sophists were the first thinkers to focus their efforts on the human being
· Socrates 
· He and his student Plato challenged the virtue of being paid for one’s knowledge 
· Advocated necessity of deeper reflection on the human social condition
· Plato’s The Republic is one of the most important works in Western philosophy, it asks what social justice is and what the characterises of a just individual are
· Marcus Aurelius, Al Farabi, Saint Thomas Aquinas, William Shakespeare, John Locke 
· All explored the role of the individual in society
· Ibn Khaldun
· Recognized as the first social philosopher working from the sociological perspective, it was not until 1838 that the term sociology was coined by August Comte 
· August Comte is often referred to as the father of sociology for naming the discipline

· The emergence of sociology was a product of the time
· Many changes occurred in the 18th and 19th century Europe that people realized that a new science was necessary in order to understand and manage social change
· 3 events inspired the rise of sociology: the scientific revolution, political revolution, and the industrial revolution 

· With emergence of the Renaissance in the 15th-17th centuries, the insights by Galileo, Newton, and Copernicus began to gain wider acceptance despite resistance from the Church
· Development of the scientific method during the Enlightenment period that followed facilitated the pace of social change

· Auguste Comte considered himself a scientist and believed that the techniques used in the hard sciences to explain the physical world should be applied to the social world as well
· He believed that to understand the inner workings of society, one needed to understand how human thinking has changed though time
· Comte is well known for his Law of Three Stages, which defines how advances of the mind created 3 different types of societies 
· 1st stage is the Theological Stage 
· Longest period of human thinking, beginning with earliest human ancestor & ending during the Middle Ages
· Characterized by a religious outlook that explains the world and human society as an expression of God’s will and views science as a means to discover God’s intentions 
· During this stage, people would explain what they could see through the actions of spiritual or supernatural beings
· Example, how might early humans have explained where the sun went every night? 
· They would not have been able to comprehend the idea of a solar system, so they would argue that there is a Sun God and a Moon God
· Perceptions like these helped early peoples to explain the world and their place in it
· 2nd stage is the Theological Stage 
· Concluded with the emergence of the Renaissance and later the Enlightenment, when science was used to explain the world
· Comte called the next stage of intellectual development the Metaphysical Stage
·  A field of philosophy dedicated to an understanding of truth and the relationship between mind and matter
· Period during which people began to question everything and to challenge the power and teachings of the Church
· Characterized by the assumption that people could understand & explain their universe through their own insight and reflection
· People tried to experience and understand their world through abstractions such as emotion and beauty
· Feelings, passions and fears that were explored during the metaphysical stage as an attempt to understand ourselves better
· 3rd stage is the Positive Stage
· He believed the world would be interpreted through a scientific lens, society would be guided by the rules of observation, experimentation, and logic 
· Argued that sociologists would be ideal leaders for this emerging society b/c they would be trained in the science of society: sociology
· Sociologists today do not grant much credibility to Comte’s ideas for two main reasons
· 1st, the idea of having only 3 stages is difficult, b/c it assumes human thinking is currently as good as it will ever get
· 2nd, idea that the last stage was just emerging during Comte’s lifetime is somewhat self-serving 
· Even with these limitations, Comte’s commitment to a positivistic approach to the social world is worth exploring in more detail
· Positivism 
· Theoretical approach that considers all understanding to be based on science
· Positivist approaches the world through three primary assumptions
· 1st There exists an objective and knowable reality 
· Positivists assert the physical & social worlds can be understood through observation, experimentation, and logic
· Reality is objective and beyond individual interpretation or manipulation 

· 2nd Since all sciences explore the same, singular reality, over time all sciences will become more alike 
· Positivists assert that since there is only one correct explanation for the physical and social worlds, discipline and scientific boundaries will fall away as we progress in our studies and realize all science is investigating the same reality
· In the future there may only be one science instead of the divisions we see today 
· 3rd There is no room in science for value judgements 
· Science is exploring the same reality, only from different perspectives (no good/bad science)
· Anti-Positivism
· In stark contrast to the positivistic tradition is anti-positivism, which is a theoretical approach that considers knowledge and understanding to be the result of human subjectivity 
· Anti-positivists would challenge each of the positivist assumptions
· 1 While hard science may be useful for exploring the physical world, the social world cannot be understood solely through numbers and formulas 
· They assert that the formulas positivists use to explain the universe have meaning only when we collectively assign social value to them  numbers have only relative importance 
· 2 All sciences will not merge over time and no single methodological approach can reach a complete understanding of our world 
· Anti positivists suggest that to truly understand the human condition we need to appreciate and validate emotions, values and human subjectivity
· As we begin to understand more about our world, scientists are finding entirely new areas to research and in this sense our sciences are becoming more unique
· 3 Science cannot be separated from our values
· Sociologists define values as those cultural assessments that identify something as right, desirable and moral

· Quantitative sociology focuses on behaviours that can be measured 
· Example, number of divorces per capita, crime rates over time
· Positivists’ belief that science and experimentation will grant the greatest insights into our world is in keeping with quantitative sociology
· Qualitative Sociology is the study of behaviours that cannot be counted so readily but still teach us a great deal about ourselves
· Example, emotional effects of going through a divorce 
· Quantitative and Qualitative sociology can explore the same things but they do so from different perspectives 
· Good sociology integrates components of both 
· Niccolo Machiavelli
· The Prince suggests human behaviour is motivated by self interest and an insatiable desire for material gain
· Revolutionary: was placed on a list of prohibited books 
· Controversial position because those who had ascended to power were considered to have done so by right 
· Anyone could be prince and nobility and power were not a birth right and that one could take power if opportunity was presented
· Rene Descartes 
· Commitment to the idea that we are thinking beings, as captured in his famous phrase Cogito ergo sum (I think, therefore I am)
· The idea that we are the masters of our own destiny was inherently revolutionary
· Thomas Hobbes
· People were driven by 2 passions  fear of death, desire for power 
· Led Hobbes to his infamous observation that our lives are “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short”
· True nature of humankind is self preservation 
· Long term stability can be achieved only when citizens join together and agree to forgo their individual power to the gains achieved within a collective
· Two of the most influential enlightenment thinkers  John Locke, Jean-Jacques Rousseau
· John Locke
· Ideas are not innate and that all knowledge is the result of experience
· People are born as blank slates is one of the defining features of the sociological perspective
· Argued that the only way to increase our knowledge is to gather more information about the material world through science and experimentation
· Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
· Greatest contribution to social theory was his challenge to the true nature of social life
· Suggested that prior to organized society, human beings existed in a natural state whereby an individual’s desire was solitary and self centred
· As society developed, humans began to see the benefits they could achieve when they agreed to work together
· The social contract is the acknowledgment that we achieve more by working together than apart
· Human ancestors subsisted through gathering and hunting, but suddenly everything changed
· They decided to settle in one area and raise crops and domesticate animals
· Around 1750, things changed again
· Industrial revolution replaced agriculture as our dominant means of supporting ourselves and our families
· Industrial revolution changed virtually every aspect of live  family structures, how people made a living, and thoughts, dreams and aspirations
· Inspired profound social changes occurring at the time 
· Moving from agricultural and rural economy to a capitalist and urban one has left a legacy that some would argue we are still trying to deal with today
· The European economy became a global one
· Drove the conversion from an agricultural to an industrial economy 
· Emergence of steam engine led to millions of farmers abandoning traditional village life and moving into rapidly growing cities in search of factory jobs 
· This led to new social problems like child labour in factories, crushing poverty, malnourishment, and exploding crime rates 
· Early sociologists began to try to understand what was causing these conditions and what could be done to address them
· Early sociologists wanted to understand the workings of the entire society so they could learn from our past and be able to head off future social, political, and military conflicts
· Attempting to understand society as a whole is referred to as macrosociology (the study of society as a whole) 
· Microsociology investigates individual or small group dynamics and it defined early American sociology 
· Macrotheorists are more interested in looking at system wide phenomena (class structure, education system)
· Most influential macrotheorists were Marx, Durkheim, and Weber
· Karl Marx
· Greatest contribution was his insight into the nature of human relationships
· Believed that people were forced into competition with others b/c of the material changed brought about by the accumulation of wealth in early agricultural societies
· Led to conflict because some people had more wealth than others
· All human relationships in capitalist economies have power imbalances 
· In a university class, professor has more power than students
· Power imbalances exist everywhere
· Power influences how entire classes of people interact with each other 
· To understand Marx is to understand how power permeates the ways people interact, not only individuals but entire classes
· Emile Durkheim
· Established sociology as a serious scientific endeavour
· His view of human nature was less critical than Comte’s or Marx’s
· Believed that people wanted to work together for collective benefit
· Believed that the new urban and industrial society presented many challenges to both the individual and the collected
· Argued that low levels of social integration and regulation were a source of various social problems, including rising deviance and suicide rates
· Most of his writings focus on the causes of this decline in moral society and on the institutions of religions and education which he believed had the potential to lessen that decline 
· Max Weber 
· Analyzed how the social world is becoming increasingly rationalized over time, by which he meant that people are becoming more focused on selecting the most efficient means to accomplish any particular end 
· George Herbert Mead, Charles Horton Cooley, Herbert Blumer was instrumental in establishing early American sociology and promoting microsociological perspective of the world
· Mead viewed the individual mind and self as rising out of the social process of communication (we become ourselves through social interaction)
· Instead of looking at the human experience as emerging from (example: social class), he looked at individual factors 
· His approach became known as symbolic interactionism
· Symbolic interactionism: Perspective asserting that people and societies are defined and created through the interactions of individuals
· Cooley furthered the microsociological approach by suggesting that people define themselves by how other view them
· Theorized that by considering how others view us, we actually become the kind of person we believe others see us to be 
· Herbert Blumer named symbolic interactionism in 1937 and continued to teach what Mead started through his teaching career
· Blumer is important b/c of his high profile in sociology (between 1941-1952 he was editor of American Journal of Sociology and in 1956 was elected president of the American Sociological Association) and his analysis of meaning, language, and thought
· These core principles led him to conclude how people create their sense of self within the larger social world
· Wallace Clement
· Leading figure in Canadian sociology
· Believes that a defining element of Canadian sociology is its interest in the political economy 
· Political economy is seen as the interactions of politics, government and governing, and the social and cultural constitution of markets, institutions and actors
· This intellectual pursuit is characterized by the attempt to seek out tensions and contradictions within society in order to form the basis for social change 
· Annie Marion MacLean
· First woman to receive a Ph.D in sociology 
· Her study Wage- Earning Women was one of the first large scale applications of survey research in Canada 
· Sir Herbert Brown Ames
· Famous for The City below the Hill: A Sociological Study of a Portion of the City of Montreal, one of the first Canadian examples of sociology that relied on various statistical analyses to document conditions people experienced living just south of downtown Montreal
· Carl Dawson
· First sociologist to be hired at McGill University 
· Innis is remembered for 2 primary contributions: his analysis of Canada’s political economy through his staples thesis hypothesis and his studies of media theory
· His primary contribution to the field of communications was his division of different media biases and how they influenced society 
· Aileen D. Ross
· Her work has strong ties gender roles and includes Control and Leadership in Women’s Groups, Becoming a Nurse, Changing Aspirations and Roles: Middle and Upper Class Indian Women Enter the Business World
· S.D. (Samuel Delbert) Clark
· Became first chair of the department of sociology at the University of Toronto
· Helen Abell
· Regarded as the founder of rural sociology in Canada 
· Kathleen Herman
· Chair of the Canadian Sociology and Anthropology Association’s Canadianization movement and was an active supporter of women’s rights through the Royal Commission on the Status of Women
· John Porter
· The vertical Mosaic: An analysis of social class and power in Canada  was his most important work 
· Challenged the impression that Canada was a classless society with no barriers to opportunity
· First full time sociologist hired at Carleton University
· Ruth Rittenhouse Morris
· Focused on the attempt to abolish the penal system in favour of an alternative justice system
· Founded several organizations, including Rittenhouse, Toronto Justice Council, St. Stephen’s Conflict Resolution Service, and General’s Award, the YMCA Peace Medallion, the J. S. Woodsworth Award for the Elimination of Racial Disclination, and the Order of Canada
· Globalization
· Worldwide process involving the production, distribution, and consumption of technological, political, economic, and sociocultural goods and services
· Marshall McLuhan 
· Recognized for coining the term global village in his book The Gutenberg Galaxy
· Used to describe how media collapse space and time and enable people everywhere to interact and experience life on a global scale 
· Much of the world’s wealth is held in the Global North and the world’s poverty in the Global South
· Of the 6 billion people alive today, only 1 billion live in developed countries
· Poverty is not just a lack of money, but also a lack of basic nutrition, health care, education, freedom, and personal autonomy
· Poverty is about being invisible, having no voice, and feeling powerless to improve your life or the lives of your loved ones
· Sociology studies how and why human beings interact and by doing so attempts to understand how to confront social issues such as poverty
· Unique in that it can investigate human phenomena from local, individual realities to global, collective consciousness

Chapter 2: Classical Social Theories
· Theory: Statement that tries to explain how certain facts or variables are related in order to predict future events
· Thomas Hobbes 
· People are responsible for creating the social world around them & society can be changed through conscious reflection
· This conflicted with the earlier belief that humans exist by gods will and possessed very little individual agency
· One of the first theorists to view people as responsible and accountable for the society they created
· Well known for his analysis of how humans existed before the emergence of formal social structures
·  Condition he referred to as the natural state of formal social structures
· People in the natural state existed just like animals
· People are motivated by self interest and pursuit of power 
· Argued that since people are rational beings, they are willing to agree to group up and losing individual freedom 
· John Locke
· Continued Hobbes’ work but approached from a different perspective
· Argued god was responsible for the emergence of society and government
· God granted certain rights to people
· Right to self preservation and to private property
· Defined the democratic principles that would be the foundation of the American Declaration of Independence
· Charles De Montesquieu 
· The Persian Letters and The Spirit of the laws
· Wrote the letters in the perspective of one outside the culture
· Employed ideal types (classic/pure forms of a given social phenomenon)- US is ideal form of democracy
· Each government demonstrated different underlying social principles
· Appreciated cultural diversity 
· Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
· Insights into the state of nature and the social contract continue to inspire reflection and debate
· Natural state was a primitive condition before laws or morality 
· People existed in a symbiotic and idyllic relationship based on equality
· Need to understand the basic nature of human condition to build a society that resembled natural tendencies and desires 
· Perfect society would mirror our natural state
· Inconsistent social arrangements would result in social problems
· High crime rate/suicide rates
· Humans are the only animals that are perfectible and people could achieve their potential only through society
· As humans progressed, certain individuals prospered because they were more gifted farmers, orators, or artisans, and society began to experience social and economic inequality 
· Humans entered into the social contract as free and equal individuals and not because they had to
· People can both aspire to their individual pursuits and be protected from others (laws)
· Philosophes: French philosophers during the Enlightenment period who advocated critical thinking and practical knowledge 
· Before them, peoples thinking was directed by god, the church, and the aristocracy 
· Principles of the enlightenment
· Society exists on its own with its own laws and is independent of individuals
· Society, not the individual, is the most important unit of social analysis, and it produces the individual, not the other way around
· Individuals are not the basic unit of social interest, society consists of components such as roles, relationships, structures, and institutions, and individuals are simply those who fill these positions 
· The smallest unit of social analysis is the family
· The parts of society are interrelated and interdependent 
· Social institutions are beneficial both to individuals and to society at as a whole 
· Modern social changes are disorganizing elements that create fear and anxiety and need to be diminished whenever possible
· Traditional elements of social life, such as ritual, ceremony and worship, are important to society and tend to offer a stabilizing influence
· A return to social hierarchies would be good both for individuals and for the collective because they promote a system of differential status and reward
· Functionalism 
· View the social world as a dynamic system of interrelated and interdependent parts 
· Social structures exist to help people fulfill their wants and desires
· We call functionalism for 2 main reasons
· Recognizes the clear link to the classical sociological theorists (Comte, Durkheim)
· Two most famous American functionalists, Robert Merton and Talcott Parsons preferred the narrower, more precise terminology
· View human society as being similar to an organism- a perspective referred to as the organic analogy  The belief that society is like an organism with interdependent and interrelated parts
· Society is made of interrelated and interdependent parts that each has a structure and performs a function for the whole 
· Herbert Spencer
· Coined the term Survival of the fittest
· Survival of the fittest: implies only the strong should survive
· Coined the term 10 years before Charles Darwin developed the idea of natural selection
· natural selection: environment pressures allow certain beneficial traits to be passed on to future generations
· Resulted in Spencer’s concept of social Darwinism
· social Darwinism: Societies evolve just as biological organisms do
· His approach was popular in the US because it helped explain why some were doing well and others were not
· Belief that it is best to leave things alone and let them take care of themselves is called a laissez-faire approach
· Emile Durkheim
· Considered to be the founder of modern sociology
· Explanations of human behaviour were always based on his assumption that human actions originate in the group rather than the individual
· Culture and society exist outside of the individual, are independent of the individual, and outlive the individual
· Referred to this external collective force the collective conscience  totality of beliefs and sentiments that are common to the average person in a society
· Social facts are general social features that exist on their own and are independent of individual manifestations (laws, beliefs, customs, morals)
· Anomie is a state or normlessness b/c a lack of clear goals and creates feelings of confusion
· Collective conscience increases over time
· Mechanical solidarity  early societies based on similarities and independence
· Ex. Hunter-gatherer subsistence pattern 
· Organic solidarity  later societies organized around interdependence and the increasing division of labour 
· We no longer have the choice to coexist, we need each other to survive
· Talcott Parsons
· Social action theory was an attempt to separate behaviours from actions
· Social action theory: separate behaviours from actions to explain why people do what they do 
· Behaviours: the almost mechanical responses to specific stimuli
· Actions: results of an active and inventive process
· Viewed people as actors 
· Firstly, actors are motivated to achieve a goal/end as defined by the culture
· Second, actors must find the means to achieve their goals
· Thirdly, actors need to face the challenging conditions that stand in the way of their goals
· Finally, actors must work within the social system to achieve their goals
· Expanded four functional imperatives, referred to AGIL
· Adaptation: social system must be able to gather and distribute sufficient resources and adjust to changes in its environment 
· Goal attainment: system needs to establish clear goals and priorities
· Integration: system needs to maintain solidarity while allowing the aspirations of subgroups 
· Latency: system needs to motivate individuals to release their frustrations in social appropriate ways 
· Tension maintenance recognizes internal tensions and strains that influence all actors
· Pattern maintenance involves socially appropriate ways to display these tensions and strains 
· Robert Merton
· Manifest functions intended consequences of an action or social pattern
· Latent functions  unintended consequences of an action or social pattern
· Conflict theory
· Based on assumption that society is grounded on inequality and competition over resources that result in conflict
· Two principles that all conflict theorists share
· Power is the core of all social relationships, it is scarce unequally divided
· Social values and the dominant ideology are vehicles by which the powerful promote their social values and the dominant ideology 
· Rousseau argued there are two kinds of inequality among people
· Natural/ physical inequality: physical difference established by nature
· Moral/ political inequality: human classification of valuable things (money, social status)
· Society imposes some forms of inequality that are not based on natural differences
· Inequality is the original evil and explains all forms of conflict
· Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels
· Joined a group called the young Hegelians, who challenged much in their society (asserted organized religion limited achievement of human potential)
·  They believed that human consciousness and human interaction with the material world could change society 
· In Marx’s base/superstructure model, the base is the material and economic foundation for society
· The forces of production are the physical and intellectual resources a society has with which to make a living
· False consciousness  when people believe in and defend the very system that oppresses them
· Class consciousness  recognition of domination and oppression and collective action to change it 
· Symbolic interactionism 
· Emphasize society and all social structures are nothing more than the creations of interacting people and that they can be changed
· Thomas theorem assertion that things people define as real are real in their consequences
· Maintains seven principles
· Unlike other animals, humans have the capacity for thought
· Human thinking is shaped by social interaction
· In social settings, people learn meanings and symbols that allow them to exercise their distinctively human capacity for thought
· Meanings and symbols enable people to carry on uniquely human actions and interactions
· People are able to make these modifications in part because they have the unique ability to interact with themselves
· The culmination of patterns of action and interaction make up groups and societies
· Highlight important ways in which meanings are created
· Max Weber
· His emphasis on verstehen, a German term meaning to employ a deep understanding and interpretation of subjective social meanings in order to appreciate both the intention and the context of human action
· Refers to understanding the meaning of an action from the actor’s point of view
· Georg Simmel 
· Contributed to sociological theory from an independent scholar’s perspective 
· One of first sociologists to challenge and reject the organic theories of social development as proposed by Comte, Durkheim, and Spencer
· Viewed society as the summation of human experience and its patterned interactions
· Promoted what he referred to as the formal school of sociology
· Formal sociology argues society is the result of social processes and forms of interactions can be isolated from their content so that seemingly different interactions can be shown to have similar form
· Ex. While 50 years separate you, students from 1950 are similar to us
· His approach to sociology influenced later American theorists in their development of symbolic interactionism
· George Herbert Mead
· Most famous work was compiled by former students after his death
· Suggested "social organism” is not an organic individual but a “social group of individual organisms” 
· The individual exists as a member of a social organism
· The human mind results from the individual’s ability to respond and engage with the environment
· Mind emerges once individuals demonstrate an ability to communicate their thoughts to others and to themselves
· Self emerges once individuals can reflect on themselves as objects and see their actions as the result of social processes
· Mead defined the differences between the I and the me 
· Human behaviour is always product of interaction of others
· I: the unsocialized part of the self  spontaneous, creative, impulsive 
· Me: socialized part of the self  monitors actions of I, it is judgemental, reflective, and controlling 
· Reflects the values & attitudes of the society
· Develops gradually as individual engages with the community
· Charles H. Cooley
· Sympathetic introspection is the best way to examine social world
· Sympathetic introspection: putting yourself into another persons’ shoes and seeing the world as he/she does
· Looking-glass self: we develop our self image through the cues we receive from others
· 3 components to the looking glass self
· We must imagine how we appear to others
· Imagine how others would judge that appearance
· Reflect on that image and develop some self feeling
· Self fulfilling prophecy: prediction that once made, causes the outcome to occur 
· Erving Goffman
· Concept of dramaturgical analysis 
· Sees the self as emerging from the performances we play and how others relate to us
· Interactions are influenced by each person’s personal history and experiences and that these ultimately define and flavour each interaction 

Chapter 3: Contemporary Social Theories
· Antonio Gramsci
· Helped found the Communist Party of Italy in 1921
· Imprisoned in 1926, sentenced to 20 years by Mussolini’s regime because of his opposition to fascism 
· Continued to write notebooks while in prison, smuggled out by his sister in law
· Two forms of political control
· Domination
· Direct physical and violent coercion exerted by the police and the military to maintain social boundaries and enforce social rules
· Hegemony
· Ideological control and consent
· A process that is constantly negotiated and renegotiated, it is not static
· Second Wave Feminism 
· First wave took shape in mid 1800s, concluding just after WW1
· Second wave found its roots in the social movements of the 1960s in North America
· Characterized by understanding women as a coherent social group with a common experience as women
· women could have a single shared voice that would represent all women in their struggle against patriarchy pervasive & complex social and cultural system of male domination
· Underlies much of the third wave critique of second wave feminism 
· Associated with consciousness raising groups 
· Dorothy Smith
· Approach reflects a second wave approach to feminist theorizing 
· Her project is organized around the desire to produce a sociology for women
· Critical of classical sociological approaches that produce what she calls objectified forms of knowledge and knowledge that is androcentric (male centred)
· Sociology contributed to the erasing and devaluing of women’s experiences and perspectives
· Wants a feminist sociology that can provide for women an account of the social relations that shape their lives
· Interested in a sociology that helps women come to understand the broader conditions within which their experiences arise
· Used concept of ruling to indicate the socially organized exercise of power that shapes people’s actions and their lives
· Approach involves studying how these concepts and theories are implicated in the constituting of social relations 
· Third wave feminism 
· One of the critiques levied against 2nd wave theorizing is that the singular voice that supposedly represented all women is really the voice of white, middle class, heterosexual, educated women
· Third wave feminists believe that attention to the multiplicity of women’s voices is needed 
· They challenge second wave thinking that women indeed shared a common experience; they challenged the coherence of the category of woman
· Emphasize the “need for greater acceptance of complexities, ambiguities and multiple locations”
· Bell Hooks (pen name)
· Real name is Gloria Jean Watkins
· Lower case letters to emphasize her ideas rather than herself as an author 
· Critical figure in black feminist thought, also called anti racist feminism and multicultural feminism 
· Argues against second wave feminist theorizing when she draws our attention to the fact that race is inextricable from gender 
· Argued no one in the 1960s civil rights/ women’s movements seemed to pay attention to the realities of black women’s lives
· Argues that when people talk about blacks, it is men not women
· Criticized feminist theorizing that automatically positions households as places of patriarchal oppression for women
· Michel Foucault
· Struggles based on race, gender, and sexuality were marginalized
· Dismissed the idea that social movements could be explained on the basis of a totalizing theory such as Marxism 
· Power is not a thing possessed by one individual over another, rather power is created within social relationships
· Power relationships are multidirectional, always at work, and found everywhere 
· Power is linked with knowledge
· Truth/facts are contextual, they can never be separated from relations of power
· Truths and facts come together in systems called discourses (system of meaning that governs how we think, act, and speak)
· Uses the term discipline to mean how we come to be motivated to produce particular realities 
· Disciplinary power is exemplified by normalizing judgment, a type of internalizing coercing that divides, classifies and controls through regulation
· Called normalization (some practices and ways of living are marked as “normal” and others are marked as “abnormal”
· Queer theory
· Problematizes assumption that we are all the same and deserve same treatment
· Concerned with deconstructing sexual identities by exploring how these identities are historically and culturally situated
· Desire (sexual attractions and wants)
· Queer theorists want to open up the concept and reality of desire as wide as possible
· Language
· Concerned with how language is related to power 
· Identity (sense of self, that is socially produced, is fluid, and is multiple)
· Identity is socially produced and is fluid and multiple 
· Post colonial theory 
· Focuses on the political and cultural effects of colonialism 
· Practices of imperial nations can include conquests of land, resources, and people’s labour, as well as political rule and the imposition of language
· The term imperialism (conquest of land, resources, and people’s labour; the ideas, practices, and attitudes of colonizers)
· Colonialism (effects of imperialism, including concrete and ideological effects, within colonized territories)
· Ex. India 
· Post in post colonial theory suggests a focus on events that happened after formal colonialism ended in early 1960s
· Edward Said
· Orientalism
· Critiques western nations’ colonial dominion, which remained in place even as they championed ideals of personal freedom, social progress, and national sovereignty 
· Orientalism 
· Discourse of power that creates a false distinction between a superior West and an inferior East
·  Orient (East) Occident (West)
· Three kinds of Orientalism; all three are interdependent
· Academic Orientalism 
· Knowledge that is produced by academics, government experts, historians, sociologists, and anyone else producing info/writing about Orient
· Imaginative Orientalism
· Representation making a basic distinction between the Orient and the Occident
· May include art, novels, poems, images and social descriptions
· Institutional Orientalism
· Institutions created by Europeans such that they could gain authority over, alter, and rule the Orient 
· Recognized the discourse of Orientalism guided representation of the East
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