What is sociology: systematic study of human society and social interactions  
What do sociologist do:
· social patterns 
· Investigate challenge commonly held assumptions 
· Fed by public culture 

Sociological imagination: shifting perspectives, enables us to understand becomes public issues, how personal problems become public issues, social trends and processus, relationship between mania culture of coffee social lubricant enables social interaction social stimulant, socially available
· Coffee 
· Cultural setting 
· Socially significant 
· Socially available 
· Complex social organization
· History,economics 

Actions are shaped by social patterns 

Unemployment can be an extremely negative private experience, and feelings of personal failure are common when one loses a job. But when the employment rate reaches up to 30 percent, as it has in several European countries today, it cannot be seen as the result of a character flaw or weakness. When many people in society face the same problem, one must rather ask whether there is something within the structure of society that is contributing to this problem. In many countries today, unemployment may be explained by the public issue of economic downturn, caused by the subprime mortgage industry. In other words, it may rather be defined as a social problem than of one stemming from personal shortcomings.


Peter Berger’s: let go of some of your assumptions 


Lecture 2 09/12/2018 

The origins of Sociology

When, where and why was sociology invented 

· When 1838 
· Confucius chinese (1551-1479 BC)
· Plato (427-322 BC)
· Aristotle ( 384-322 BC)(institutions)
· Ibn Khaldun (1332-1406)(dynasties)
· Shakespeare (1564-1616) (insight on human condition) 
· Montesquieu (1689-1755) (spirit of laws/human laws not universal social values involved) 
· None of them approach society from a sociological approach/ they imagined the ideal society systematic and scientific way sociologist 
· Emerged in europe 19 century (Industrial revolution, Political revolution, Urbanization process, scientific revolution) 

Social transformations 
· Political revolutions: suggested that people could change society 
· Industrial revolution and urbanization: presented social thinkers with a host of pressing social problems crying out for solution 
· Democratic revolution 
· Series crying out for solutions 
· Scientific revolution science of society is possible/

Industrialization 
· Process from agriculture to manufacturing related industries 
· Rise massive of people move from the countryside to cities transformation urbanization majority of the population lived in cities 
· Breaking traditional lives ancestors, traditions 
· Emerges of many new social problems 
· Anonymity, isolation, inadequate house, crowded cities, unsanitary and unhealthy work and living conditions, homelessness, high rates of poverty pollution , criminal behaviour
· Popular discontent among the working class( strikes, protest, social uprising, angry mobs, clashing with the police or the army) 	
· Wages were low  hazardous factories child labour (transition to an urban society) 

Political/Democratic revolutions 
· Economical changes 
· Shift of focus moral obligation to rules society was the project of individuals interest 
· Individual rights freedom of religion and thoughts 


French revolution 
· Liberty, equality fraternity 
· Introduction of a new principle into history by demanding political action to redress mass poverty 
· Women's march on versaille 


Early sociologists 
·  How and why do societies change to create order and stability over time, striking difference modern society and societies perceiving ones  
· What are the social forces holding societies together to create order

Auguste Comte (1798-1857 invented sociology) 
· Coined the word sociology but preferred the term social physics
· Sought to do a science of society 
· Social statics (order and stability) and dynamics ( conflict and change) 
· Deeply concerned “the state of anarchy” french revolution
· Weakened the social fabric to bring order out of chaos  
· Innovated in a crucial way 
· By using the scientific methods applying them to the study of sociology might discover the laws of society also conforms to its mutual laws of its own could and would uncover modeled after physics 
· Facts,  observation 
· Application of physic to society Study of social statics/order stability 
· Establish on physics 
· Observations and facts not opinions 
· 

Émile Durkheim (1858-1917)
· Created the first rules of methods in sociology
· Brought sociology to the university 
· Trained the first students in the discipline 
· Created the first academic sociological journal l’Année sociologique (1898) 
· Wrote education religion order and justice crime and punishment labour suicide 
· Introduced statistically analysis as observation
· Upset about the social insight/concerned about the social disability/ anti statism 
· Society is more than the sum of its parts (has a unique character of its own not reducible to the behaviour of any one individual) 
· Society does not depend on any individual for its creation/ physical world physical laws/ chemical world/ biological laws/ social world social laws of its own not reducible to natural processes 
· Social facts: (patterned ways of acting, thinking and feeling that exist outside any one individual but that exert social control over each person) 
· Collective practices group members impose upon on themselves rules, rituals language, norms, keep existing once we’re dead (roles sisters or a brother/ student or worker)  have a force over you guiding and shaping our behaviour 
· Suicide (social distribution of suicide and its rate among different groups and countries/ for any given country, the suicide rate is stable over time it also differs widely among them social distribution about suicide/ pattern behaviour
· Social integration: (categories of people with strong social ties had low suicide rates, more socially isolated individualistic people had high suicide rates selfish suicide
· Woman try not to die because they use drugs and men use more serious methods guns 
· Social dimension 
· Social order and stability 
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Karl Marx (1818-1883)
· Social conflict revolution 
· Oppression, exploitation and alienation 
· Economic determinism and the key to human history 
· 70 years billion people marxism 
· Overpowered by the changes social order and stability 
· Worried less stressed the importance of social conflict need for another revolution 
· RADICAL
· Oppression exploitation and alienation 
· Oppression exploitation of workers/poor working conditions/long hours/child labour 
· Critics capitalism 
· Economic determinism: every aspect of social life is based on economic relationships 
· Key to human history: conflict between those who own the means of production and those who do not: class conflict dominant/control conflict between the poor and rich/ class conflict 
· In the case of industrial societies: the conflict between the bourgeoisie (rich) maximise profits by using them to full capability  and proletariat (own nothing) 
· Opposing interests unequal power/ workers to unite start a revolution 
· Plan: workers unite/ socialism: the dictatorship of the proletariat over the bourgeoisie/ workers no write to vote owners governments were working for the ruling class overthrow the bourgeois kill them off sease the state establish dictatorship 
· Communism: a classless system in which the means of production are collectively owned and wealth and power are evenly distributed: MARKS DREAM
· Power- kicked out of germany and france england exile 12 times 
· Hated traditions get rid of them/ mechanism pacify people 

Max Weber (1864-1920) 
· Impact on sociology 
· Industrial revolution 
· Meaningful social action: the motives that underlie human behaviour, the ways in which people interpret and explain their own behaviour and that of other/ the way in which these actions and meaning affect the social order 
· Understanding, insight method of analysis of social action/ put yourself in someone's shoes (verstehen)   
· Importance of ideas and values- rise of capitalism system of ideas religious ideas are simple forces/ keep them 
Major theoretical perspectives in sociology 
· Theory: A set of logically interrelated statements that attempts to describe, explain and predict social events 
· Way something works 
· Social theorizing: the task of weaving isolated observations or facts into an understanding of human society behaviour/predict or describe/ inclusive understanding 
· Specific facts are related 
· Which issues do we study?
· How do we connect the facts?
· Guided by one or more paradigms perspectives 
· Theoretical perspective: an overall approach or viewpoint towards some subject, a basic image of society that guides thinking and research 
· Each perspectives directs our attention to what to study/what question to ask/ how we should ask them 
· Each perspective interprets reality and explains data in a different way 

Main perspectives in sociology 
· Functionalist perspective 
· Conflict perspective 
· Symbolic interactionist perspective 
· Feminist perspective 


Functionalist perspective: our lives are constructed by social structures what frames interactions our behavior is being shaped/ acting in the norm 
· Society as a system made up of interrelated parts each of which performs one or several important social functions or meets vital social needs
· Part/subsystems: social institutions: economy, family, education, religion,government, medicine ,science, maintaining society/ each citizens skills and literature (education) religion provide system of belief 
· Institution provide the rules governing behavior, and a set of common values that bind people together/ society is a stable well integrated systems working together in harmony for the good of the totality/ conflicts may arise considered temporary social control restore social order (authority) 
· One of the parts of society is affected everything else is affected 
· Talcott parsons and robert merton 

Merton social function: 
· Manifest functions: recognized and intended 
· Latent functions: consequences that are largely unrecognized and unintended (education system) / serve a child care function offering parents/ schools occupied until old enough to work keep millions out of the labour market keeping busy/ provide eager minds knowledge and skills 
· Dysfunctions: undesirable consequences of any social pattern for the operation of society (social class higher education beyond the reach of low income families/ promoting left wing thinking) 

Functionalist Perspective: 
· How can we assume that society has a natural order when social patterns differ from place and change
· Social integrations tend to gloss over inequality -division that may generate considerable tension and conflict (conservative perspective status quo) 
· Organized stable interrelated institution work for the totality 
· Very conservative 
· Social inequality, social order - over change    



Conflict perspective base on four c’s 
· conflict ,class contestation and change 
· Society is an arena of inequality generating conflict and change, of continuous power struggle 	


Conflict perspective
· Conflict analysis- benefits some people more than others race, ethnicity, gender, age 
· Social conflict occurs large scale societies language, social class, race, age 
· Rich vs poor 
· On top try to protect their privileges 
· Assumes that society either will or should be changed commitment to fight against social inequalities
· Political commitment change society fight against social conflict 
· Karl marx little patience change society- 
· “The philosophers have only interpreted the word in a various ways the point however is to change it” karl marx 
· C wright mills- sociological imagination 
· Power elite wealthy members interact together achieve a political agenda that reaches their agenda 

Brief critical evaluation 
· Highlights inequality gloss over sheer values interdependence may generate unity - fuss between quebec ontario bonds that link them my be overlooked 
· By pursuing political goals relinquishes any claim to scientific objectivity  
· Conflict takes position explicit about their point 
· Functionalist and conflict perspectives envision society in very broad and abstract terms large scale-social structures and social systems 
Symbolic-interactionist perspective 
· Macro level- broad social structures 
· Macro level analysis big picture obverses the contrast 
· Focus on social interactions specific interactions face to face 
· Symbolic because looks at the meaning of the interaction (pedestrians react to homeless people)  
· plans ,intentions motivations and self reflexivity signs gestures body language gift giving 
· Envisions society as the product of the everyday interactions of individuals a shared reality created by the interactions of its members
· Whenever people communicate through symbols - meanings being transmitted 
· Resemble actors - control the image trying to portray 
 

Brief critical evaluation 
· Without denying the abstract use of social interactions society amounts to people interacting 
· Gives us a much better sense of how people interact in social life 
· Not everything is perfect it's open to criticism 
· Ignores larger social institutions and context which behaviour takes place - context allows the usual/unusual behaviours
· Downplays the global and historical aspects of culture and the efest of socially imposed definitions of race ethnicity gender class and age on people's lives 

Shaped how sociologist shape to see the world 

Feminist perspective 
· Gender and understanding the inequalities of men and woman in all social contexts 
· Encompasses both the micro and the macro levels of analysis: daily construction and re-production of gender - series of constraints and forms of resistance in women's lives in social institutions place of women 
· Micro body language 
· Challenging male dominated with theory 
· Dorothy smith- women's experiences are missed and world views reflect and embody social life as it is lived by man theories created by man express man  
· Smith argues that sociology is men- builts sociology around woman's life 
· Women's studies  

Brief critical evaluation 
· woman -centered - concept of gender - gender studies to take account women’s experiences 
· Explicit ideological - feminist perspective makes no claim of objectivity preconception seeking a gender less objectivity make our own gender worldview colours your vision acknowledge your own gender 
· All subjective can except his or her objectivity 
· Preferences


Face to face human interactions - focus on individuals everyday interactions and analysis social institutions - definitions systematic study apply scientific methods    
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The sociological inquiry 

· Body piercings embraced by religions ethnicity - who are these people - why? -strange behaviour - trigger the desire come from 
· Why people act think as such with different perspectives out of social norm - personal characteristics - psychological - self punishment 
· Sociologist beyond individual behaviour social historical context their behaviour occurs - examine body piercings large social network - way to reclaim one's owns body  - do what i want with my body reclaim - act of resistance against mainstream ideas of beauty - wester values - dissatisfaction with the state of our social political life 
· Right of passage - spiritual outlet reenact something we forgot or lost 
· Theories are guided and constraints - scientific standards/theories everyday theorizing 
· Everyday theorizing 


Everyday theorizing 

Common sense
· Common assumption 
· Doesn’t make beliefs true 
· Meaning we all share 
· Statements : women are more likely to be assaulted than men - rates of murder and other violent crimes have steadily increased over the past twenty years - most sexual assaults and rapes are committed by strangers - living together before marriage increases the likelihood of having a stable marriage 
· ALL FALSE

 Problems with common sense 
· The fact that a belief is widespread among the population - taking for granted - more people believe in something more difficult to refute 
· Hard to refute - more believe harder to refute - refute risking your career - 
· Based on rudimentary reasoning - relies on first impressions first degree level of thinking - don’t think too much about it - saddam hussein has weapons of mass destruction declared he had mass destruction - ask yourself questions 
· Not universally accepted - not commonly share - what is common sense here not common sense elsewhere - common sense now not common sense in 20 years - nothing stable 

False obviousness
· Consists of explanations that seem so obvious so compelling, research for evidence is considered waste of time - useless research 
· “The american soldier” - introduced many of the research techniques 
· Lazarsfeld research of american soldiers 
· “The american soldier” results false 
· Warn his audience self evident 
·  To accept things - always ask questions 
· Only evident thing is being suspicious of self-evident statements 


Prejudice and stereotypes 
· Pre judgement about other people 
· Prejudice prae before , judicium judgement 
· Quick judgement without evidence - positive or negative  
· Age ethnicity race sexe 
· Maintain by stereotypes
· Stereotypes about the appearances behaviour mindset or other of particular groups 
· Natives: sniff gas, drugs - don't work live off government welfare - unsophisticated - outlaw state - create social problems young natives change them 
· Men and women - women more emotional- caring, stay at home, passive, soft : men rational reasonable, violent, breadwinners, active, aggressive 
· Canadians and americans : Canadians- play hockey, maple syrup, nice, peacemakers  : Americans - rude, gun nuts, ignore the outside world ignorant, disturbers, patriotic, 

FALSE BELIEFS, FAKE 
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Scientific method
· Work is guided by rules and the scientific method 
· Consistency of procedures 
· Select and formulate research questions 
· Research design technique 
· Analyze your data and record your findings
Stimulating curiosity 
· Curious about the world and people
· Open our minds/ parachute works better when it's open 
· Simple faculty of the mind active requires training work on 
· How to develop curiosity - cultivating oneself - watch the news read the paper visit museums books novels magasins 
· Traveling - learn about others and ourselves - learn more about yourself - whose habits differ from our own conscious of social patterns - being aware of your surroundings 
· Social marginality - feel like outsiders - don’t fit in - being an outsiders - notice social patterns - native person soon learns how much race minority status affects personal experience - outsider notice patterns that other people don’t - 

Social change/social crisis 
· Massive social change/ crisi throws people off balance - challenge common assumptions - great depression outsiders 

Critical outlook 
· To sort things out 
· Cultivate doubt put things into question 
· Ask oneself hard questions - be critical - question assumptions - opinion about something ask yourself what are the alternatives to your opinion - Canadian development agency, help people in need villages - village running water didn’t allow them to socialize running water would enable this - never talked to the woman about the running water 




Midterm review
· 1 pm  monday - 2:20 
· Bring student card 

Part A : conceptual definitions 30 points 
Part B: Short essay 

Answer five question 
Concept definition. Where required examples - short story - one sentence not an example 
Length one half to one full page (double spaced) 

Sample question : what is a prejudice and what is a stereotype provide one example of a stereotype? 

Part B: Short essay questions 

Choice of three questions answer two (fifteen points each) 
Questions of comprehension and critical understanding required examples 
Length one to two pages long double spaced 

List the main assumptions of the functionalist, conflict, feminist, and symbolic interactionist perspectives about society. Using one or many examples describe how each perspective would view a contemporary issue

Assumptions things every perspectives takes for granted each perspectives has their own assumptions on the nature of society 

Social concepts - durkheim - auguste  


Functionalist : every working part of society works together as a whole to better the life of the people. 
· example : playing soccer as a team








There are a number of key assumptions in Structural Functionalist theory. One of these, that societies strives toward equilibrium, was detailed above. Another assumption is that institutions are distinct and should be studied individually.[citation needed] Structural Functionalists look at institutions individually as though they are divorced from other institutions. This is a mistake, as institutions are interlinked in society and those employing a structural functionalist approach should be taken into consideration the network of relationships that exist between these institutions.[2]

 Durkehim social morality 
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Culture 

· Culture includes: the knowledge language values customs material - knowing acting thinking every capability we acquire belongs to culture ways of feelings emotions are shaped socially they are also apart of culture 
· Culture is learned shared and transmitted from person to person 
· Bridge to the past guide to the future 
· Blueprint of living in a particular society 

· Cultural shock: personal disorientation that comes from encountering an unfamiliar way of life 
· Experience such disorientation move to another country - moves to a different environnement 
· Learn culture features 


· No cultural trait is inherently natural to humanity : what is natural to our species is the capacity to create and learn cultural traits 
· Only humans rely on culture rather than instinct

Components of culture
· Language
· Symbols 
· Values 
· Norms 
· Material objects


Symbols 
· Anything that meaningfully represents something else to others: words numbers pictures colours gestures facial expressions 
· We build a reality of shared meaning 
· We transform elements of the world into meaning 
· Culture shock in Brindisi
· Regulate on a micro macro level 
· Share common signs common symbols 
· Take them for granted 
· Someone uses them in a unconventional way enter a unfamiliar society 
· Becoming a outsider makes us see the difference/ feel lost isolated 
· Incapacity to decote the signs and the meaning 

Symbolic meaning: conflict and change 
· Vary even within a single society - the hummer
· Change over time - blue jeans 
· Make sense of our lives - without them insignificant 
· Engage other with cultures
· Rise to embarrassment or violence 

Language
· Set of symbols that express ideas and enable people to think communicate with one another 
·  The keystone to human culture 
· Abstract ideas and world 
· Means by which one generations passes culture 
· Save the world name the world designate objects to think
· Without language shared and learn symbols metaphors concepts provided by language can’t process it 
· Wouldn’t be able to think no cognitive ability 

Language social construction of reality
· Unlocks human imagination 
· Limitless range of possibilities 
· Do not reflect basic reality 
· Concepts 
· Language have words that can't be translated 
· Does language shape reality? 
· All language fuse symbols with distinctive emotions 
· Simple feels ideas doesn’t feel the same 
· Using diff languages actually experience diff worlds 
· Point of view that language shapes how we see and think 
· Sapir-whorf hypothesis language shapes how we think, perceive and thus experience the world 
· We know the world only in the terms of the language 
· Symbols are the building blocks of reality 
· Impossible to think 
· Language shape reality 
· All languages, simple idea seems less
· Different worlds - different labels 
· sapir -whorf hypothesis: language shapes how we think perceive and thus xperience the world 
· We know the world only in the terms of the language we speak 
· The inuit have may different words (23/54) to designate various kinds of snow 
· See distinction us to ignore, build a body 
· New caledonian know only four different colours: red, green,black and white 
· All languages there are words for white black and red they can spam for a vast shade 
White can include anything bright and vibrant, red, yellow orange 
· Gauchos of argentina: 200 different colours of horses
· Koya of south india: no distinction between snow, fog and few but seven types of bamboo
· Dugum dani of new guinea: 70 different words for sweet potato
· Filipinos: 92 different words for rice
· Natives in the highlands of guatemala: over 100 words for different kinds of corn 
·  The arabic language is said to contain 1000 different expressions for sword 
· Capability to manipulate and create language shape the world 
· How we understand the world/ instrument of change






Values and norms 

Values: 
· Collective ideas about what is right or wrong, good or bad, and desirable or undesirable 
· Provide the criteria for evaluating people, objects and events 
· An idea 

Norms: 
· Establishes rules of behaviour or standards of conduct
· Norms have specific behaviour expectation/ concrete 
· May be formal or informal, consist of folkways,mores, taboos, laws 
· Hold the door when leaving a building and the person says thank you 
· Behaviour expected/ different standard of conduct 




Material objects 
· The tangible, things created by members of society the artifacts, tools and technology we develop and use 
· We live in a world of things that people have made
· Almost everything we do involves relations to the things we have made 
· Almost all of our interactions with other people are mediated through objects of one kind or another 
· Parking meters to highways, running water, education technologies 
· Rely on them on a daily basis/ 
· Paid work/ domestic work/ relation to the things 
· Our interactions with other people are made possible thanks to technology 
· Madiataken 
· Environnement around you shapes the interactions 
· Social interaction
· Handshake short interaction 
· Sexual intercourse few exceptions/ un mediated human bodies
· Sexual intercourse may use protective artifacts, toys - material conditions 

· Social interactions independant 
· Human beings interactions relate with each other


Distinctions 
· Interconnected 
· Can’t have one without the other 
· Never purely abstract or non material 
· Symbols and language take material form writing drawing printing colours, stop sign more efficient, delegate the job to the stop sign 
· Material culture embodies norms and values - plastic bags and bottles all embody particular values our consumer society - way of life killing our planet 
· Ideal and real culture values and standards people in society wanna hold 
· Real culture values and standards people actually follow 
· Speed Bumps - value of safety - respect for the law - morality/ respect for life - drivers care more about the car then the law - drivers are selfish - drivers goal is to slow down and protect your car- norm on the driver shape and normalize human behaviour 
· A lot can be learned by investigating the daily user objects we use 



Ethnocentrism 
· Centre people - to be centered on its own people 
· Judgement of other cultures using your own cultures as the standard by which we judge and explain the behaviour/ frame of reference 
· Problems occur when we consider our way of life superior of all others 
· Frame of reference for negatively evaluating other cultures  
· Groupes are evaluated negative - immigrants different typical targets 
· Feeds prejudices and stereotypes 
· Cultural relativism understand the purpose function of meaning for the people living in this culture/ art of being able to walk in someones elses shoes understand them in light of the function - see their point of view 
· Different doesn't mean they are bad 
