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- Bharathath Matha – the term used to describe India by Indians them selves 

- Basic Facts 

· Population of 1.2 billion 

· Aprox 30 % urban and 70 % rural 

· Indian constitution has recognized 22 official lang and 844 dialects 

· 2 Main Indian languages include Sanskrit and Drav

· 1947 – became the democratic republic of India; Pakistan was formed at this time (Muslim country) ; Sri Lanka 

· India prides its self in a circular nature 

· Some of Muslims feared in the time of independence was that Indian (primarily Hindu) would not protect the minority countries 

· That fear was part of the reason for the Muslim lead in the 1930s to request that a diff countries to be formed when India got its independence 

· In Pakistan there are two divisions – East and West 

· East Pakistan was unhappy with being whose center was in the West and the language was Bangali; East was more in common with Bangali then with West Pakistan  

· 1971 Bangaladesh became its own country – it is mostly Muslim but there are other minority groups as well 

· there are 28 states 

· Priminister:  (first Sikh PM) ; part of the Congress Party 

· Much like the Liberals there these days 

· First priminister of India – Naru (Congress Party)

· Indira Ghandi was Naru’s daughter 

· She was assginated by her Sikh body guards because she started operation Blue Star (which was to flush out Sikh militants who were hold up in the Golden Temple – most important temple for Sikh people in their capital in Amrisar) 

· The Sikhs were not consulted 

· The homeland was cut in half 

· Half oh the Sikhs were on the India side and the other half were on the Pakistan side 

· One of the most horrific episodes as thru the partition of India there were overall 1 million people killed 

· 1970’s and 1980’s there was a development for the Sikhs to have their own independence 

· They wanted to gain back their independence 

· The end justifies the mean and they had used violence 

· The Indian army (mostly made up of Sikhs) were asked to fight against their own people 

· After all of this some of the Sikhs decided to move for a better life to Canada 

· They mostly colonized in BC 

· Flight 182 was then brought down by Sikh militants which had been traveling from Canada to India 

· Capital: 

· Major Technical Power

· Worlds 6th largest country – However in the past year that has slowed down 

· Mostly still in agriculture 

· Life expectancy has risen significantly to ~70 yrs old 

· Religions 

· 81% is Hindu 

· 13% Muslim 

· 2.1% Sikh 

· Buddhist, Jane are all very small percentage < 1.0%

· In the 13th century there was a die down of the religion Buddhism. Why was there a spark in interest?

· Ambedkar – born in the lowest cast but then obtained 2 PHD’s 

· He thought thru law, legal means, and political means and religions should be uplifted 

· He converted from being a Hindu to Buddhism 

· Several Dalits follwed his lead and many Tibet monks followed his lead as well 

· Read Ch. 10 of the Blue Book 

