English105/ Exam Prep

Books
· 
· King Lear: Shakespeare 
· Frankenstein: Mary Shelley 
· War of the Worlds: H.G. Wells 
· All Quiet on the Western Front: Erich Maria Remarque 
· Watchmen: Dave Gibbons & Alan Moore
· The Road: Cormac McCarthy


Course Themes
· 
· Forbidden Knowledge
· Family/Social Relationships
· 
· Language (breaking down) 
· Identity (Crowds & Silence) 
· 
· Memory 
· Extinction (Civil and Savage & what has value)

King Lear 
· Main Characters
· 
· Edmund
· Fool
· Kent
· Lear
· Cordelia
· Gonerail
· Reagan
· Edgar
· Gloucester


· Themes
· Family/Social Relationships 
· Lear with his daughters/ Gloucester with his sons: relationships cause them to go through a crisis & causes them to recognize themselves with relation to others
· Identity
· Lear goes from king to child
· Lear is nothing without his men/kingdom/power
· An 0 without a figure
· Language
· Lear’s speech breaks down
· What he says comes true (his curse for the storm to come, giving away his lands, disowning children)

Frankenstein
· Main Characters
· 
· Victor
· Creature
· Walton
· 
· Elizabeth
· William
· Clerval
· 
· Justine


· Themes
· Family/Social Relationships
· DeLacey’s & Creature, Creature & Victor, Victor & Walton
· Forbidden Knowledge
· Walton: Becomes a sailor even though his father forbids it, reads books he isn’t supposed to have access to
· Victor: Creates life
· Creature: Gains knowledge from the DeLacey’s without their knowledge, steals books
· Identity 
· Who is Creature; is he good/bad, Victor’s son
· Civil/Savage
· Creature  Human
· Victor  Dehumanizes 
· Nature/Nurture
· Would Creature still be so violent if he had been raised differently
· Language
· Creature learns language from the DeLacey’s

War of the Worlds
· Main Characters
· 
· The Martians
· Artillery Man
· Curate
· Unnamed Narrator
· Brother

· Themes 
· 
· Extinction
· Martians invade earth and start killing people off
· Language
· Martians don’t speak 
· Limitations of language recorded (Pg48/55)
· Calls the Martian ‘The Thing’ = there isn’t any word in the English language to describe the Martian 
· ‘Unspeakably terrible’ – Pg55
· Civil/Savage
· ‘survival of the fittest’/ Natural selection 
· Competition between species/ within species
· ‘there is only food for one’ Pg165
· Earth as a living organism (is the earth the true hero of this novel?)
· The earth doesn’t need humans in order to defend itself – humans have nothing to do with the eradication of the Martians
· The earth surviving has nothing to do with humans surviving  
· Identity
· In the crowds, people have no identity
· Narrator is nameless 
· Similar to the creature in Frankenstein
All Quiet on the Western Front
· Main Characters
· 
· Paul (main)
· Kemmerich (dies)
· Kat (best friend)
· Kropp (classmate)
· Muller (classmate)
· Tjaden (friend)
· Kantorek (teacher)
· Himmelstoss (training officer)
· Behm (first to die)
· 
· Detering (friend)
· Duval (killed by Paul)

· Themes
· Memory
· War  Home
· The life that he’ll never lead 
· Home  War
· Memories of his friends and war
· He finds a kind of quiet/sorrow/haunting in them (Pg 120)
· Identity
· Soldiers and anonymity; the tension between the individual and the collective
· Crowds (war of the worlds) strip people of any identity 
· Faceless collective of the army; everyone’s anonymous but no one is anonymous (Pg63)
· Individual/ Collective (Army/Communities) – THINK ABOUT THIS FOR THE FINAL
· Pg57 - the identity of an individual soldier doesn’t exist in the army, they are instead items (helmets, rifles, heads, boots, trousers, column of men), they are literally objectified (almost a kind of dismemberment) 
· Pg16 – why are the boots a prized possession? They are comfortable (nice to have a good pair of boots in the trenches), English (trophy of war – taken from English soldier?) boots 
· Pg17 – What has more value, Kemmerich or the boots, Kemmerich can be replaced but can you replace his boots. 
· Pg21 – what’s real and what’s an artificial concern, the boots are real
· Pg279 – the boots go from Kemmerich  Muller  Paul  Tjayden
· The boots link them all together (bond/companionship) 
· Civil/Savage
· Cries of the horses are worse than those of the soldiers
· Family/Social Relationships
· What makes a home? His family doesn’t understand him; he has a family at the front where he is able to share in ways he can’t back home. 

· Homecoming Scenes 
· Pg156 – Who is we? Younger Paul and friends, past/collective/community. Shifts to I, present/solitary 
· Pg171 – familiar/unfamiliar. Books represent his younger self, memories of his younger self, former interests/passions, opportunities (to sit in the room and read whatever he wants to read, he can’t do that anymore, act as a marker of loss). In the room, everything gets mixed up (Past/Present/Future) 
· Pg172 – “I am a soldier and I must cling to that”. Soldier is his identity, he must cling to it because of the allure of memory, he doesn’t want to get swept up into the past. Quote from King Lear – “Who is it that can tell me who I am”, he needs other people to define him based on their relationships. All Paul is at this moment is a soldier and he is trying to imagine what it’s like to not be a soldier. 

Watchmen
· Main Characters
· 
· Rorschach (Walter Kovacs)
· Ozymandias (Adrian Veidt)
· Dr. Manhattan (John Osterman) 
· Nite Owl 1.0 (Hollis Manson)
· Nite Owl 2.0 (Dan Dreiberg)
· Comedian (Edward Blake)
· Silk Spectre 1.0 (Sally Jupiter)
· Silk Spectre 2.0 (Laurie Juspeczyk)
· 
· Themes
· Identity
· Rorschach 
· First he was Kovacs in a costume (pretending), eventually he becomes Rorschach (pg.199/204). 1975, he becomes Rorschach.  Now he’s no longer pretending, it’s who he understands himself to be (Starts to think of the mask as his face (Pg155/162/172) 
· Pg406  Taking off his mask = Kovacs gets killed, not Rorschach (Rorschach lives through his journals) 
· Every masked vigilante has a different name (stripping down)
· Costumes = unidentifiable
· Multiple identities, which is the real one
· Forbidden Knowledge
· Ozymandias 
· Information as a form of power (Pg321) 
· Media as power (Pg322) – he has a wall of monitors 
· Information becomes a weapon in the form of the monster (pg392) 
· Pg360 – he kills his servants, labels it an accident (maybe because their deaths aren’t justifiable 
· Family/Social Relationships
· Rorschach 
· Trauma – he doesn’t know his father, his mother is abusive, he’s abused by his peers 
· Memory 
· Photograph = static snapshot of time (Chapter4) 
· Helps to understand Dr. Manhattan as a character and how he perceives the world (he can see past, present, and future at the same time). He knows something is going to happen but he can’t change it. 
· Rorschach’s memories of his childhood
· Everyone has flashbacks (Sally, Laurie, John, Walter … etc) 
· Civil/Savage
· Comedian 
· Violent, amoral, doesn’t demonstrate any value for human life yet is supposed to be a masked vigilante fighting to help people

The Road
· Main Characters 
· 
· The Man
· The Son
· The Wife
· 
· The Thief
· Ely
· The Family
· 
· Road Agents
· Man with the Truck
· Burnt Man
· 
· Man & Woman with Bow and Arrow
· Themes
· Extinction 
· Catastrophic Imagination 
· Global warming, climate change, drought, natural disaster, world war, life on other planets, artificial intelligence 
· In this novel, there is the sense that the worse has already happened
· Pg52 – he’s filling the bath to have drinking water 
· Maybe because of nuclear war (human problem), natural disaster/meteor (cosmic accident/random)
· Family/Social Relationships
· Pg1 – him reaching out to touch his child 
· They reach out for each other throughout the book
· Good guys vs. Bad guys
· Why does the father insist on the logic of good guys vs. bad guys?
· Helps them survive, simple way of viewing the world
· Wants to ensure safety and survival
· Boy questions/resists this worldview 
· Maybe the world view is too simplistic 
· Language
·  Names 
· Pg39 – he mentions names of plants that no longer exists 
· Pg40 – morels (mushroom name)  morals 
· Pg53 – names of card games he remembers, that he makes up 
· Has to explain words like neighbourhood, beachcombers, negotiate, as the crow flies
· Pg88 – words  things, when trees start to vanish, soon the word itself will also vanish 
· Uses compound words, so although things are vanishing, he’s also creating new words 
· Pg123 – description of water 
· Memory
· Past (memory, dreams) ------ Present (horror, stasis, trauma) ------- Future (progress, hope, belief) 
· Civil/Savage/ Identity
· Pg62 (Bad Guy)
· Rachitic = lack of vitamin D because the sun is not out
· Rotten at the core (animal looking from the inside) 
· Starving/ Desperation 
· Knife = crude weapon
· Filthy 
· Unintelligent/uncivilized = his existence doesn’t extend beyond the world before the apocalypse (bird tattoo)
· Pg281 (Good Guy)
· Voluntarily takes off hood 
· Civilized
· Smells like woodsmoke
· Conversation with others 
· Not as filthy – the parka seems more equipped to survive 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Boy at the end isn’t classifying people the same way as the father does (he trusts the guy and stands there to talk to him) 
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