CLA2323A: Greek Mythology
Context: Not studying just the narratives of the myths, but where they came form and what they meant to ancient Greeks. 
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· When being named after a God, you take an adjective form of the name (eg; Demetria, Demetrios)
· The greeks believed that the myths represented when the god’s walked on earth and lived along humans. Babies via humans created heroes. “Rules were different”
· God > Demigod > human has no human blood however a hero has human blood usually from a woman. Holy divine but lower rank than god
· Did the Greeks believe these myths? Yes, they did.
· The Greeks were highly intelligent

· Mainland Greece: Jagged peninsula with a central spine, ancient land of Greece, as well as modern
· Balkan Mountains, centered in Serbia and Bulgaria but continue southeastward to Greece
· Greece in the content of the eastern Mediterranean
· Cyprus: settlements and mingled with Mediterranean’s. Exchanged ideas
· Heel of Italy 120 km from northwestern Greece. In ancient times there were Greeks living there, becoming part of the Greek world.
· Some stories localized such as Sicily bc greeks living there wanted to be part of the action
· Black sea was developed by the Greeks
· Istanbul began as a Greek colony
· Greece naturally communicated by seas to other places
· Ancient Greece was characterized by the scarcity of food
· Greeks spent a lot of time and energy going to war with eachother. 1 reason bc scarcity food
· The Greeks were called naturally to the sea. If you lost out to the war on food, or if you were the second son who didn’t get the farmland, they took to the sea to fish
· Became the best seafarers in the world, another one was the Egyptians
· Navy: Country’s defence on the sea
· Important God of the Sea:
· Poseidon, brother of Zeus (king of the Gods, rules the Universe, laws of balance and nature and courtroom justice, gravity… physics….)
· In ancient Greece, sea voyages were dangerous. Ppl gave gifts to the temple of Poseidon and praying to him to make journey safe, making pacts with him. I will do this.. that.. get me there safe…
· In the mythology, his personality is in relation to the ocean, calm at one moment, and completely different the next
· Zeus was shown and strong, but Poseidon was shown as punked up, slightly stupid and tough looking, irascible…
· *Peloponnese
· Means the island of Pelops 
· The mountains of Greece were also thought of as the home of the gods.
· Mount Olympus, tallest mountain in Greece
· Home of the major gods, somewhere above it, castle in the sky…
· 12 most important gods are the Olympian Gods
· Almost every mountain was considered as a home of the gods
· On any mountain, you might encounter a God.
· Artemis, a virgin goddess, wilderness
· A man hunting with his dog for bore.
· Comes to a mountain and sees virgin Artemis bathing naked. 
· Artemis god mad and turned him into a deer
· Mountains contained limestones.
· Carved down from running waters
· A lot of caves in ancient Greece
· Zeus was imagined to be grown up in one
· The greeks believed in a supernatural force called the numphai
· Embodied wilderness beauty and sanctity
· Greek life is dry
· Summers are ferociously hot and dry especially on the East Coast
· In the winter there are rains, hit the central spine of mountains and block rain clouds, west coast gets a lot of rain east coast gets 1/3 of that
· Water was a huge concern for Greece.
· Used as a sacrifice in ancient Greece
· Sanctity and holiness of fresh water
· Everything dies in winter in Canada, however it’s the opposite in ancient Greece
· Summer was barren, and things died
· Winter was neutral









· Grain (Barley and wheat)
· Demeter and Persephone
· Essential for foods
· Barley (less tasty, easier to grow)
· Wheat “ vice versa
· Grapes
· Dionysus (Dionysos)
· God of Grapes and Wines
· Olives
· Athena (Athene)
· Created olives
· Goddess of agriculture
· Taught science of agriculture to humans, taught to human boy “Triptolemus” who then taught it to everyone else
· Considered a hero bc he gifted humanity with a civilizing skill
· Son of Apollo learned from his father the science of medicine
· Heros from sword and shield or upbringing of a civilizing skill
· Known as Mediterranean Triad “Trio”
· Essential products of the Greeks
· Ancient Greeks drank wine, and thrive in the climate of Greece
· Grains were cheap, and grapes and olives could have been developed into successful natural items for sale
· Olive oil was used as a gas, body soap, cooking oil, dressing, etc
· Backbone of the Greek economy

Early Greek History
· Greeks were not aboriginal inhabitants, but invaded at a certain point
· 2100BC?
· Bronze age, discovered bronze making
· An invasion in to Greece from the outside
· Already inhabited by non-Greeks possibly asia minors
· Might have had the worship of a mother goddess, sitting on a throne, interpretation of her giving birth
· Northern Greece, woman statuette, with an interpretation of a bird face
· B4 Greeks have arrived
· From the island of Cree, a female figure shown in a pose reminiscent of yoga and can distantly connect to being a teacher of yoga, a shaman, magician
· A native palace is violently destroyed by fire. Interpreted as an obscure sign of a breach of incoming people aka Greeks
· House of tiles was destroyed
· No sign of Greeks before 1600BC
· What happened between 2100BC and 1600BC
· Most astonishing story of the human race
· 60 modern languages today related to each other
· The word of mother is very similar along these languages, same as water and knife
· One language is Hindi in India, 5 other languages that fit in to these languages
· Farsi, Ukrainian, Serbian, Croatian, Slovenia, etc…
· Arabic, Mandarin, and Turkish don’t belong
· Stretching from India, to Ireland through an irregular path
· Discovered 140 years ago
· Sir William Jones, a judge educated in ancient Latin and Greece, and administers justice in British courts in India
· Studied ancient Indian language called Sanskrit recognized as an ancestor of Hindi and other modern languages of India
· Made the discovery and submitted a scholarly paper to colleagues in which he discovered the ancestry
· Indo-European people
· The original homeland was southern Russia
· Every single ie language has a word that comes from WEGH, to convey in a wheeled vehicle
· Didn’t invent the wheel but acquired it. They invented the chariot design
· Worshiped a god with the root DYEU, the bright one “shining”
· Zeus
· God of the Sky, patriarchal father figure
· Jupiter = Dyeu-pitar
· Bright-father
· Ancient God of India
· Thor/Tiu, another form of Dyeu, sky father
· Dyeu = Deus in Latin for God = Dieu
· Greek heroes would go and marry foreign princesses
· Every Indo-European language lacks an origin for the words ocean and sea. Sea in English means lake in German
· Although they became the best sea-farers in the world
· Plinthos = ancient Greek word for brick
· Not originally Greek / Indo-European
· A borrowing
· Learning how to build from aboriginals
· Menthe
· NTH is not an Indo-European formation
· Invaders didn’t know about it, but aboriginals did
