Reading Report 1 – Anomic Suicide 
[bookmark: _GoBack]An economic crisis – a society’s financial situation has a significant impact on suicide rates. Whether a society is experiencing an economic decline or when it experiences economic prosperity, suicide rates increased. It is not because people find themselves in poverty but rather because of wealth and success that the number of suicide rates increases.
Human beings have unlimited desires which are impossible to fulfill resulting in suffering as individuals feel like they are not advancing to a goal. Hence, they are dissatisfied. Wealth, for example, gives an individual the illusion that they have no restrictions. To come to a balance where man feels at ease with their conditions there must be an authority i.e. society that they can respect. In other words, society directly or indirectly through its different institutions guides and sets the social norms and values. If society has a disturbance like a crisis where there is a sudden transformation, then it cannot regulate the people and so suicide rates increase as the conditions have changed, and one cannot adapt. So, Durkheim defines anomie as a state of disorganization where there are no regulations in a society and the individual cannot adapt quickly. He states that there are other types of suicides, egotistical suicide where the individual does on see any sense of living, altruistic suicide where one commits the act for the sake of others and anomic suicide.
Finally, suicide can occur due to anomie in the personal sphere such as when marriages, divorces, and separation occur. For example, amongst religious groups, Protestants have the highest rate of suicide and divorce, followed by mixed cantons and lastly, Catholics. Additionally, young married men commit more suicide than older married men and more unmarried males commit suicide than married
