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What is Indigenous? Who is Indigenous?
	An umbrella term that applies everywhere. Similar terms like Aboriginal or Native American don’t necessarily include all Indigenous people such as the Metis.
	Until 1985 if you were an Indigenous woman who married a white man you would lose your Indian Status. If you were a white woman who married an Indigenous man you would then become an Indian. Ultimately the government or ‘the state’ is the one who decides on Indian Status.
	A growing problem for the Federal government in deciding who gets what. It is becoming increasingly common that people are tracing their lineage back and finding one individual in their family tree of Indigenous blood to claim that they themselves are also Indigenous and reap the ‘benefits’ of having Status.

What is Colonialism?
	A system that occupies and usurps labor/land/resources from one group of people for the benefit of another. 
	Some types of colonialism:
· Exploitation Colonialism (ex. British colonialism in India)
· Plantation Colonialism (ex. Caribbean islands under European rule)
· Bringing in black people from Africa for the purpose of slavery. The indigenous people of these islands were then decimated by the colonists by way of displacement. 
· Settler Colonialism (ex. Canada, Australia, Israel)
· Settlers come to stay
· Main purpose was to take control of the land
· Indigenous erasure & genocide
· Displace the Indigenous people of their area and erase their culture, replacing them with a population of ‘civilized’ people
	Race categories (ex. black & white) are essential in creating power structures during colonization. Because white people were usually the colonizers they were at the top of these race categories. 
“Invasion is a structure, not an event” - Patrick Wolfe
	He’s describes settler colonialism as something that doesn’t stop. It’s not one singular event that occurs but a process that continues to have effects over time.  
“Land is life-or, at least, land is necessary for life. Thus contests for land can be-indeed, often are-contests for life” - Patrick Wolfe

Peak Settler Colonialism: Settlers claim Indigeneity
Ex. Forming a fake group that tries to claim rights
Cultural appropriation - Undermines their traditions (the people doing this often don’t know about the traditions and don’t care about them either)




Who is a settler?
Anyone who’s not indigenous in a settler colony (But, remember this identity question may not be simple for some.) 
Settlers do not all benefit equally from settler colonialism. Some people who descend from enslaved people didn’t benefit in the same way from settler colonialism. They didn’t come voluntarily but were captured, sold and brought here against their will. 

Global Colonialism
	European Global (colonial) Empires: Spanish, French, Russian, German, English, Portuguese, Dutch (this is still where the power is at for the most part)
	Where does Canada fit in the global history of Empire? We were French for a while but then the Europeans came. 
	Double colonialism in Quebec. The french people there were colonized by the British and many suffered due to it. 
	Why do so many people think colonialism was such a good thing?
	Colonization was never done for the benefit of the colonized. Think about wealth transfer. 

Some Impacts of Colonialism
· Long term effects on governance
· Construction of transportation infrastructure for the benefit of the European interests
· Establishment of one sided trade relations
· Establishment of white supremacist notions of race
· Benevolent racist ideas: white man's burden, “civilization”
· Patriarchy being imposed as well. It is the white man’s burden to teach and share his views and opinions on the rest of the world
· Colonial narratives (stories about colonization)
· Plunder and appropriation 

US Colonialism/Imperialism
	Americans will generally deny their an empire. They’re the strongest military power on the planet. Have a very high influence right now.

The Invasion of America
	East coast of the us with the 13 colonies and land is seized over the years moving west. 

How did/does colonialism work?
· Through law
· The Indian Act
· Crowned Land 
· The criminal code disproportionately affects Indigenous peoples
· Language
· Suppression of Indigenous languages, 
· Schooling
· The government has a lot of say in what we learn at school
· Undermining Indigenous languages, taking them away from their parents
· Economy/Infrastructure
· Barriers/dams being built near Indigenous communities but those communities don’t gain access to the electricity generated
· Their livelihoods are destroyed when forests are clear cut and don’t gain anything from the resources gathered
· Incorporation of Indigenous elites
· Colonialism doesn’t work if there isn’t some sort of buy in from the Indigenous communities (this is an absolute necessity for colonialism to work)
· Physical Violence (state violence & non-state violence)
· Police brutality
· Vigilante behaviour from regular citizens
· Narrative
· Where is the colonialism in the stories we tell? 
· Ex. How do we remember Christopher Columbus? 
· He discovered the new world vs he was a risk taker who accidentally discovered a new continent and then began murdering and raping everyone in sight
· He started the process of the genocide Indigenous peoples in the Caribbean

Colonial Memory
	Fetishization of white explorers & supposed firsts - ‘Columbusing’ (embedded in schooling, monuments, place names)
	Columbusing - The ‘discovery’ of place that were already discovered and populated by people
	Great efforts made to justify actions of settler colonizers ancestors
	Moral, Spiritual
	Practical
	Colonial historical storytelling involves token recognition of Indigenous ‘pre-history
	Continuing narratives about tragic but inevitable disappearance of Indigenous peoples
	Destruction of reminders of INdigenous presence and history
		Actively targeted or 
		Allowed to be destroyed

Conclusion
	To better understand issues facing Indigenous peoples in Canada, it is important to know the historical and global context
	Canada is built on land that was taken from Indigenous peoples in all kinds of unjust and violent ways
	Settler colonialism is not something that happened only in the past. It continues today on the land, in cities, on reserves, in popular culture, and in our minds
	True reconciliation needs to address historical injustices, and needs to address present concerns of Indigenous peoples
