CRM 2306 – Prison Community and The Deprivation of Liberty

Wednesday, January 10th

Introduction:
· Syllabus is on bright space 


Friday, January 12th 
Imprisonment as Punishment: The Emergence of the Modern Prison

Framework for Analysis:
· What factors gives ride to imprisonment as the ultimate form of punishment?: 
· Social factors 
· Political factors
· Economic factors
· Intellectual/Academe factors 

Punishment prior to 1600:
· Look at different stages
· Social context changed drastically 
· Feudalism: land, wealth and power in the hand of aristocracy who maintained their rule through repression and appeal to tradition and custom
· Rights were guaranteed according to class and linkage to the monarch 
· The relationship between the Lord and the Serf
· Political/state context:
· The rule of the King and the Church 
· Crime: Crime against god (Killing the king was the biggest crime) 
· Punishment is public and corporal and arbitrary 
· Why is punishment public?: deterrence and shows the power of the king 
· Trial by ordeals: thieve, witches – why? To see the power of god
· Administration of Justice: localized, irregular and unsystematic 
· Function of jails 

Changes in 17th Century:
· The social context:
· Industrial revolution: Ended the reign of the Church and aristocratic feudal structure 
· Migration of towns
· New social order: the emergence of the new middle class
· The emergence of Protestant ethic vs. Catholic Church 
· The Intellectual context:
· The birth of Naturalism – emergence of science and the study of science (physics & biology).  Birth of statistics: able to study people/knowledge of the population 
· Social contract – Thomas Hobbes (give away part of your rights in order for the state to promise safety for all) 
· Enlightenment: human dignity, ethic, responsibility & moral
· The birth of liberal ideology – People become more rational, belief in individualism (rights), separation from state and the market 
· Voltaire, Baccaria, Bentham 
· Political context:
· The rise of the state: power in the hands of monarch and aristocracy 
· State must take care of the population/ management of the population
· Economic context:
· Industrial revolution: private property was a right 
· What happened to a lord and serf’s relationship? – the ‘freeing’ of serf provided the capitalist class with reservoir of labour

The Emergence of house of Corrections:
· First stage was the 1600s
· The rise of the house of correction: Bridewell 1555
· Ride of the institutional ‘solution’ to social problems
· The inmates were bodied beggars, vagabonds, prostitutes and thieves 
· Forced labour institutions 
· Such institutions spread across Europe
· Reasons behind such movement: 
· Market consideration
· These groups posed a threat to mercantilist production and ideal of labour market: in need of discipline

The Emergence of Prison:
· Second stage: late 1700s and early 1800s 
· Economy: true Capitalism mode 
· Discipline of individuals must be aligned with Capitalist ideology: “the assembly line discipline” 
· Emergence of free poor working class
· Classification of prisoners, construction of prisons (different model) 
· Emergence of very vocal upper rich class, they see the working class as a threat of safety (?)
· Ideology behind: Godly penitence – every person has the notion to see penitence if they commit crime 


Wednesday, January 17th – Imprisonment as punishment

In the mean time in America:
· American Revolution (ended 1783) – dethatching themselves from the British roots
· End of transportation – in need of people to work 
· Rothman’s analysis of Jacksonville – state of anomie (Durkheim) state of chaos = rise of crime. In order to avoid that we need to bring back the state of normal to society. Pluck the people from society that cause chaos and remove them, thus converting society in a state of normal 
· Rise in population, mobile population 
· Reformist movement: Quakers: opposed both capital punishment and corporal punishment in general, arguing instead for the creation of a system of long-term imprisonment. Separate themselves from the British 

The birth of modern Prison:
· Pennsylvanian model – total isolation
· Built in Philadelphia in 1790 
· Total isolation: rehabilitation achieved through the working of the conscience. Minimal amount of food, small blanket, had to work & given a bible
· Total submission: lose one identity and begin again (submission to god) 
· Auburn model – the silent aggregate
· Total science, punished if someone spoke 
· Built in New York in 1820s 
· A microcosm of a perfect society 
· Rehabilitation the offender as a social individual, to respect the rule of law, and to install in him the habits of hard work, through surveillance & isolation 
· Need for labour = prison would make money

Complete and Austere institutions (Foucault, 1995/1977):
· French philosopher, 
· Born in 1920
· Passed in 1983
· He questioned mental illness, family punishment, sexuality 
· Archeology of knowledge 
· Definitions of power 
· Disciplinary powers – takes its purest form in prison 
· Deprivation of liberty: ‘egalitarian’ punishment 
· Makes it possible to quantify the penalty 
· Transformation of the offender
· Techniques of correction by disciplinary powers
· Deposit discipline: “taking possession of man as a whole, of all the physical and moral faculties that are in hand and of the time which he is himself”
· So imprisonment is not just ‘deprivation of liberty’ – to change the person and make them become a docile body 
Disciplinary powers:
· Foucault on power: five proposition
1. Power is not something that is held but is something that is exercised in relations. Power always emerges in social relations
2. Relations of power are not exterior to other types of relationships but are immanent and productive of those relationships. Power relations can change/ reverse. 
3. Power comes from below and is rooted in the social nexus. Power = there are going to be the powerless
4. Power relations are both intentional and non-subjective. Hoping to achieve a result and end. Disciplinary powers internalize in someone
5. Where there is power there is resistance (tattoo, fashion, songs) 
· Disciplinary is a mechanism of power which regulates the behavior of individuals in the social body. 
· This is done by regulating the organization of space, of time, people’s activity and behavior
· Discipline is enforced by system of surveillance
· Discipline is simply one way in which power can be exercised
· Disciplinary powers are: invisible, diffuse in its operation, coming from everywhere and act on everyone, effect every aspect of life
· Make the subject invisible & the site where the punishment is inflicted is the mind
· Only through discipline can someone exercise power

Complete and Austere institutions:
· Prison as a site of production of knowledge 
· Through surveillance and knowledge about each inmate (their behaviors, state of mind) 
· Formation of a clinical knowledge about the offenders 
· Reports about inmates, their progress
· Rise of medical model of treatment (in 1900s) 
· Exercise of pure disciplinary powers:
· ‘Omni-disciplinary’
· Its action on the individual must be uninterrupted
· Has an internal mechanism of repression and punishment 
· Examples of disciplinary powers – managing every second in their life, where they place you, number instead of their name, what you wear etc..
· Military has similar disciplinary powers 
Friday, January 19th

· Classification, hierarchical division, differentiation
· Why such omni-disciplinary techniques? Where did the idea come from? – to create docile bodies & it came from with the rise of institutions. Nation who become accustom to disciplinary powers 
· Disciplinary state 
· Reformers 
· The first principle was isolation
· Penalty must be individual and individualizing: individualizing design of prison must be such to keep the prisoners apart in order to make them feel isolation. This prevents further criminalization
· And to be a positive instrument of reform 
· Complete solitude: to reflect on his crime, seek penitence, once repented and made amends solitude will no longer weigh upon him
· Solitude as the primary condition for total submission (achieved through solitude) 
· Pennsylvanian model: profound submission, warden as the gentle and prisoners yearn for his attention
· Auburn model: respect for the rule of law, fear of punishment, and reformation through isolation and groups 
· The second principle was ‘work’
· Work along with isolation as an agent of transformation (penal code of 1808) 
· Work introduces the rule, imposes hierarchy and surveillance in prison
· Instill habit, obedience and regularity, opens up the soul to repentance and as a result he regulates himself once released back to community 
· Initially, prison work was remunerated became problematic 
· Cannot be part of penalty (the work)
· Prisoners may refuse to perform it – or skillful prisoners could be highly remunerated and least willing to repent 
· It has an economic effect 
· Imposes the ‘moral’ form of wage 
· More important : work in prison consolidated the power of the system over and through the offender, produces total submission and adjust him to production apparatus 
· Prison system took the responsibility of administrating the punishment
· Prison has the autonomy to individualize the application of penalty 
· The length of the penalty must not only be a measure of the ‘exchange value’ but adjusted to the ‘useful’ transformation of the prisoner
· Imposition of penalty: legal but administration and the effects of punishment: prison system
· A period of intimidation
· A period of work
· A period of moralization
· A period of work in common
· Prison as a site of production of knowledge
· The more knowledge you have about your subjects, the more power you can exercise on them
· Formal of clinical knowledge about the offenders
· Reports about inmates, their progress
· The rise of medical model of treatment (1900s)
· Bodies knowledge produced about the offender rehabilitation/reformation add to the legitimacy of correctional system
· Three schemata of the carceral system
· The political-moral scheme: individual isolation and hierarchy (the cell) 
· The economic model: forced labour (the workshop) 
· The technico-medical model: to cure and normalize the offender (the hospital)


Wednesday, January 24th – The prison population: Female prisoners

Stats about prison population:
· 2014-2015
· 39,623 adult prisoners
· 24,455 in provincial/territorial custody (53/100000)
· 15,168 in federal custody (85/100000)
· 138/100,000
· Incarceration rates have increased 
· 90,271 on probation/conditional sentence 
· Women accounted for 15% of overall admissions to provincial/territorial custody, 20% community admission and 7% federal admission 
· 2014: 1098 federally sentenced women: 628 in prison and 470 under supervision
· From 2003-2013: number of women in federal prison increased by 14% 
· Aboriginal represent 33% of all incarcerated women
· 47% of women in federal prison are accused of property crime related offences
· 28% accused of violent against a person (common assault) 
· 26% drug related offences (provincial custody)
· 3% violent offences (Real violence or murder)
· Characteristics of female prisoners:
· Young-mean age 35 and younger
· Single or single mothers
· Lower class 
· Minorities
· Unemployed: 64% (prov. Territorial) and 80% federal 
· Substance abuse: 40% p.t and federal
· High school education or even high school drop outs (grade 9)
· Martial and relationship problems: 33%
· Sexual abuse

Characteristic on Women in Prison:
· Poverty and financial stress
· Fall of the welfare state and the rise of Neoliberalism 
· Focus on open market – put sourcing
· Rise of one’s responsibility
· Dynamics of women’s poverty in Canada (2000) 
· 2.5 million poor women in Canada (23%)
· 1 in 4 women live below or at poverty 
· 1 in 6 are considered poor
· Economic deprivation = drug trade, sex trade offences, theft & fraud
· Many women commit income generating offences
· At the time of arrest: 2/3 women were not working (ON) and on social assistance
·  ½ federally incarcerated women were in low paid jobs

History of women imprisonment:
· Women were housed in separate unit in Kingston Penitentiary 
· 1934: first women prison as maximum security
· By 1998: pressure from several women’s groups; a number of suicide by Aboriginal women in P4W, slashing, attempting suicide by other female prisoners 
· Task Force on Federally sentenced women (TFFSW): creating choices
· Women from many academic disciplines, feminist groups and activists, and former prisoners, Aboriginal group

TFFSW recommendations:
· Closure of the P4W
· To build five cottage like facilities on several acres of lands without fencing and a healing lodge for the Aboriginal female prisoners
· Use of “women-centered” principles: to deal with the “interrelated nature of women’s experiences”
· Programs: educational, recreational, spiritual, includes counselling (individual and family violence), addiction programs, vocational… to empower sentence women
· And development of a range of community-based resources to support their return to the community 
· Not all of these recommendations were taken. 

Punishment and treatment of imprisoned women (Pollack, 2009):
· What are the experiences of women serving a term of imprisonment in these “women-centered, gender, sensitive, empowering” prison?
· 68 interview of former federally sentenced women 
· Three themes emerged in her research
· Prisoners as treatment centers?
· Prison represented the possibility to get help for their addiction (66/68 were drug or alcohol addiction). Most thought that it was an opportunity to get help with their drug help
· The criminalization of survival strategy 
· Why these women did not seek help prior to their convictions?
· And the impacts on women’s lives?
· Programing and Punishment
· Contradictory discourse: prison as a place for empowerment and support 
· The mandate of imprisonment is to punish and control
· “Get kicked out of the course if are disruptive”
· “you have to heal on their terms” by adopting to routines, strategies, and method employed at the Healing Lodge or risk being penalized
· Trauma/sexual abuse counselling service at the prison: an example of empowering program for imprisoned women… why?
· Gender and employment
· Women identified that rehabilitation is multifaceted
· Focused on women’s psychology and learning a marketable skill
· Gender-stereotyped jobs in prison
· Relegated women to feminized and racialized low-waged employment 
· Reintegration and community connection: little support
· Day pass to have job placement: rarely happened
 

Friday, January 26th – The Aboriginals 

You can’t have it both ways (Pollack):
· Data from this study illustrate the disjuncture between women-centered policy rhetoric and the lived experiences of incarcerated women.
· Integrating empowerment and treatment with practices of punishment and control 
· Crime rates are decreasing and rate of women being sentenced to prison is increasing. Why?
· “therapunitive” paradigm disqualify the importance of how structural and systemic factors contribute to criminalization addiction, poverty and marginalization
· Prison now functions as a “repository” for the mentally ill, drug addicts, and poor, sick people for whom the depleted social services no longer provide adequate accommodation” (Garland)

Stats about Aboriginal Prisoners:
· 2013-2014: 24% of admission to provincial/territorial custody & 20% of admission to federal custody
· 2015-2016: 28% admission to federal 
· 2013-2014: 23% of community admission
· Represent 3% of Canadian adult population
· 2013: 3400 Aboriginal in federal prison
· Over-represented in segregation and maximum security 
· Often return to prison for administrative reason not criminal
· 2010-2011: incarceration rate in Canada 140/100000, and this rate for aboriginal is 10 times higher

Reginal Aboriginal prisoner rates (office of correctional investigator):
· At Stony Mountain Institution in Manitoba, 389 out of 596 inmates – 63.5% of the population – were Aboriginal 
· At Saskatchewan Penitentury, 63.8% of the population was Aboriginal
· At Region Psychiatric Centre in Saskatoon, 55.7% of the count was Aboriginal
· At Edmonton institution for women, 56.0% of the population were Aboriginal

Road to Prison:
· Morin (2008) contends that there is a link between foster home placement, problems in school, juvenile centres, jails and federal prison
· 95% of aboriginal prisoners had been in foster home or group home
· Developing a “defensive worldview”
· Feeling vulnerable and need to protect oneself
· Need to maintain social distance
· Believed no one can be trusted
· A willingness to use violence and intimidation to reel others 
· AN expectation that no one will provide aid
· Feeling powerless, anger and rage 
· Crime becomes a way to gain power 
· Crime survival in streets 
· Jail as a social medium, becomes less intimidating, yarning for guidance and filling the emptiness experience in childhood
· Effects of the residential school system
· Experience in the child welfare or adoption system
· Loss of identity 
· Effects of the dislocation and dispossession of Aboriginal peoples
· Family or community history of suicide, substance abuse and/or victimization
· Loss of, or struggle with, culture/spiritual identity 
· Level or lack of formal education 
· Poverty and poor living conditions
· “I was driven by a calculated greed for materialistic goods”
· Crime: losing control and being in control
· Prions: breading grounds
· Institutionalization 
· Disciplinary powers of the prison system
· Native brotherhood to Native awareness groups 
· Disciplinary powers of the inmate code
· Distance from family, friends and community
· “Losing sight of not only yourself but the outside”
·  Developing a prison world view
· Identity: Criminal?
· The contradictory nature of prison: “Healing is about being open and survival in prison is about being closed”
· Prison creates dependency 
· Social skill/negotiating skills
· Breed cynicism
· Prison culture and the aboriginal community 
· A symbiotic relationship between the prison and the community 
· “doing time becomes intergenerational and normal”
· The impact of imprisonment on the family and children
· The community
· Jobs: lack of decent employment and lack of marketable skills
· The cycle continues
· Why the Aboriginal prison population are exceptional case?
· Morin (2008): change occurs on a personal level and a belief in one’s capacity to change
· Not to contribute to overrepresentation of Aboriginal 
· Native brotherhood


Wednesday, January 31st – Review for the Midterm

Midterm:
· 5 multiple choice & 5 short answers
· Readings: All articles and class lectures

Punishment prior to 1600:
· Why 1600?
· State started to rule and no longer the kings 
· Serfs and lords did not exist 
· Industrial revolution
· Urbanization – people are moving into cities and now there’s property ownership
· Emergence of classes between people
· Enlightenment 
· Everyone had liberty + social contract = give up part of your liberty in order to maximize safety and pleasure
· Underwent a major dramatic shift between social, political, intellectual & economic changed mode of punishment 
· The inception of prison started with the rise of House of Correction
· Knowing the difference between the Pennsylvanian model and Auburn model
· P: Total isolation & the goal was transformation through godly penitence and isolation.
· Work hard & read the bible 
· Sensory deprivation 
· A: Total silence & common work.
· It’s a perfect society within a society 
· Sensory deprivation 
· Goal of punishment was transformation 
· Deprivation of Liberty (Foucault) 
· Transformation of the offender
· Techniques of correction by disciplinary powers
· Purest form of disciplinary powers is exercised in prison
· Defined: classification & hierarchy 
· First principle was isolation
· 3 elements = isolation, work, prison system took the responsibility of administrating the punishment 
· Isolation: Penalty must be individual thus individualizing the prisoner 
· Work: Install the habits of obedience
· Prison system responsibility: quantify the punishment, the deciding when they eat, what they wear etc.. Disciplinary powers
· Prison as a site of production of knowledge. More knowledge the more power you have
· Female prisoners & characteristics 
· Property related offenses 
· Single, young, mom, background of abuse or assault, unemployed & addicts
· Woman didn’t have many women in prison so they didn’t build them a separate prison. 
· Recommendations for women’s prison
· Programs & development of community-based resources to support their return to the community 
· Goals: contradictory discourse (empowering women but you can’t empower women when they’re in prison because they are constantly being controlled) 
· Therapunitive discourse – 
· The Aboriginal prisoners:
· Over represented
· Trauma caused by residential schools. Sexual, physical abuse & neglect 
· Loss of identity 
· Foster homes
· Crime: survival in the streets & being in control
· Institutionalization 
· Contradictory nature of prison – be open about the pain but that makes you seem weak  
· People that go to prison usually want to go back to prison because they have nothing to go back to and they feel like they have a community in prison


Wednesday, February 7, 2018 - Criminal Culture or Penal Adaptation?

The Society of Captives: a study of a maximum security prison (Sykes)
· The deprivation of liberty
· Loss of liberty is a double one
· Confinement to the institution
· "Moral condemnation of the criminal" by the free community
· Prisons are built in strategic positions
· By water for transportation
· In rural areas
· Out of sight
· Secluded
· Away from regular society
· Loss of emotional relationships
· Far away from connecting to family members, friends, community members
· Loss of civil rights
· Cannot vote (some can vote but must do drug test first), cant be part of governmental job, 
· Confinement within the institution
· The rules and regulation of the institution
· The loss of identity
 
The Society of Captives
· The deprivation of goods and services
· Basic necessities…
· Does not go hungry, cold, or wet
· Every aspect of prisoners life is quantified
· We live in a world of possession…
· Material possessions are large part of one's conception of her/himself (identity), or worth
· How do we as a society perceive poverty?
· Material possession is commonly taken as "indicators of man's Worth"
· Then why the prisoners are denied/deprived of goods and services?
· "Material deprivation with personal inadequacy"
· The deprivation of heterosexual relationships 
· Lack of conjugal visits 
· Sexual frustration threatens/damages prisoners identity
· Engaging in homosexual relationships
· Lack of Male-female relationship impact prisoner's self image
· "the inmate shut off from the world of women…which gives the male world much of its meaning."
· Exacerbate the notion of masculinity
· The deprivation of Autonomy
· Prisoners are subject to a vast body of rule and commands designed to control their behaviour 
· Loss of autonomy is total and imposed, hence less endurable; does not 'make sense'
· Explanations are withhold from prisoners in certain cases. Why? 
· Contradiction to the theoretical power relationship of the inmates and the prisons officials
· Frustration by the prisoners ability to make choices and the refusals to provide an explanation for the regulations and commands threaten prisoners" self image:
· Infantilizing the prisoners: by reducing the prisoners to the weak, helpless, dependent status
· Almost a child like status
· The deprivation of security:
· The prison is anxiety-provoking
· Prisoner knows at some point he will be "tested"
· Success and failure in defending one's self may provoke future attacks/confrontations
· Life in prisons is fill with uncertainty
· Imprisonment is painful and threaten the very foundation of the prisoners being; and it is not limited to the loss of physical liberty

Friday, February 9th – Criminal Culture of Penal Adaptation

On confinement: resident and inmate perspective of secure care and imprisonment:
· To explore the meaning and experience of incarceration by the prisoners
· How they transform their sense of self? – transformation of the offender, did it achieve that goal? Do the prisoners see themselves transform?
· How they conceive and narrate the rationales underpinning their confinement? – what do they think? Do they think they deserve the punishment that they got? 
· How do they work their way out of crime?
· The research:
· 46 participants, 79 interviews
· 15-21 years old
· 36- bed secure facility in South Australia
· The meaning of confinement:
· Recidivism rates: 4 in 10 return within two years to serve full custodial sentence
· 67% of 91% in secured custody ended up in adult facility 
· 77% of adult prisoners (in South Australia) have had been in juvenile custodial centres 
· Conclusion: 
· the prison system isn’t transforming people & why are we using incarceration?

Themes in the study:
· Incarceration as familiar/secure:
· For the young men prison as a sanctuary – emotional security despite the strict physical confinement
· ‘Outside world’ as anomic – state of normal
· For the some adult prisoners, prison bearable due to familiarity with fellow inmates
· Knowledge of the various plight of their fellow inmates: ‘this is like their homes’
· All demonstrated a cognizance of their general pathways…
· Incarceration as respite (for the majority of the young offenders):
· Incarceration not as hard, or degrading but as a means for temporarily taking shelter or refuge from the ‘out there’ in society
· Not deprivation but exposure to activities and project
· Opportunity to slow down and reflect
· ‘doing time’ was a means of escaping the continued presence of police in their lives

respite far less relevant for the adult prisoners 
· far less support, programs & activities
· Punishment is much more serious 
· Regret at not having ‘made more’ of their time in juvenile facilities

· Incarcerations as criminogenic:
· Majority expressed that custodial environment is a contributing factor to further offending
· It taught inmates how to get a way crime
· First timers conversation about crime is a way to bond and eventually forming an identity 
· Imprisonment curtail each person’s ability to put the pieces of a law-abiding life into place subsequent to release 
· For the juvenile delinquents-activities and project inside produces a fractured sense of the possible once released
· Lack of productive programs for adult prisoners 
· Inevitable component of lock up (page 91) 
· Incarceration as senseless:
· Majority understood the right to be punished BUT they do not understand the way the punishment is carried out by being incarcerated 
· Perplexed by the conditions of the custody and as to how it could assist them in their rehabilitation
· Pointless of incarceration was a salient theme
· ‘Authenticity’ (of messenger)
· To have someone who share similar life experiences as those incarcerated to be relatable 
· Resonance programs void of micro-social-cultural circumstances experienced by the prisoners 
· Programs based on a classical theories of human behavior 
· Participants attended programs through fear of reprisal appearing before review or parole board 
· Incarceration and visitation:
· No contact role for juvenile facility
· Incarceration and respect:
· Guards and inmates: few problematic staff could have a destructive effect on inmates general sense of well-being 
· Perceived inequity surrounding consequences for inappropriate behavior 
· Lock-ups: unfair and damaging

Concluding thoughts:
· Prisoners know why they have been sent to prison – but they all reiterated the failure of the prison to rehabilitate them – to prepare them for the ‘conventional lives’
· Disconnect between the purpose of punishment and its manifest and latent effects
· Then why incarcerate? Why not something else? Or 
· At least provide them with programs that works as opposed to programs that passes the time for false hope 
· ‘incarceration’ is the medium for the exacerbation of deprivation rather than the means of deprivation per se’ 
· During incarceration the prisoners are faced with a series of ‘incongruous demands’
· ‘Incarceration is about incapacitation a rendering still or physical capturing of otherwise volatile and ‘problematic bodies’ – and not about denunciation, deterrence, rehabilitation or even and especially retribution

Wednesday, February 14 – Changing who you are: the effect of total institutions

The inmate world:
· Inmate comes to prison with a “presenting culture” derived from a “home world”
· Home world = characteristics/ world view 
· Institutional culture does not replace the inmate’s ‘home world” culture
· Instead some “disculturation” may occur 
· Some people will lose touch of social characteristics once they enter the institution. Ex: Person loves cooking but they go to prison and that person loses touch with the characteristic of cooking 
· The goal of the total institution is to create and sustain a tension between the ‘home world’ and the institutional world. Why?
· You constantly want to be in a good behavior (so you can get rewarded)
· They do this to keep their disciplinary powers 
· Mortification of the ‘self’
· Self (refer to the essence of self, the home world) vs. Identity (forms in prison to mask your true ‘self’ for protection in social situations) 
· The first curtailment of ‘self’: the physical barrier-confinement 
· Lack of visitations in the beginning of the confinement
· Role dispossession (some irrevocable losses: weddings, funeral and important events that prisoner cannot attend)
· Admission procedures: trimming” or “programming”
· The inmate (a person) is coded into an object: fingerprinted, strip search, belonging/possessions taken, CP decided for him
· Not human but “object” that can be fed into the machinery of establishment 
· These initial instances of socialization could involve an “obedience test”: by the institution 
· Total institutions need to obtain co-operation from the inmates/recruits
· After the admission, mortification of the self continues by adaptation of certain moves, postures or gestures, acts of deference
· “The welcome” – a form of initiation from the prisoners
· “fish”, calling new inmates as fish
· Property dispossession
· Periodic search, changing cells, confiscations 
· Loss of “identity kit” (mortification of the self) 
· Scheduling of the inmates’ life
· “Civil death” – criminal record
· Can’t get certain jobs or opportunities because you have a criminal record
· Mortification of self in total institutions (concentration camps, military barracks, mental institutions, religious monasteries) 
Denial of sexual relationships: to take on a “disidentifying role”
· With admission to total institutions a “kind of contaminative exposure” occurs
· Collection of ‘discreditable’ facts and compilation in a dossier available to staff (staff can read about prisoners past and most info are about his offences and discredited life event)
· Physical contaminations (dirty and unsanitary mattress, dishes, towels…)
· Interpersonal contamination
· Rape 
· Inmates personal mails read and censored
· Assisting in shock therapy of a friend – concentration camp

Friday, February 16th – Review of midterm & movie

Movie:
· Orientation: 10 days doing a background check 
· Prisoner has to let go of the value system of the outside world in order to integrate into the prison world
· No tolerance for weakness 
· Gangs within the prison
· Riots – have to defend your gang or else they won’t have your back
· 3 wings (A, B & C) 
· Within the wings there are housing blocks 
· Officers only find a third of the contraband 
· Breading grounds of gangs
· Inmates have to prove how ‘bad’ they are in order to maintain & obtain respect 
· Officers can’t see everything that happens – ex: stabbing in the shower
· Inmates have restricted spaces & areas 
· Yard is the only time inmates can interact with each other – forming of gangs 
· Invisible lines of territories 
· Constantly having to watch your back as an inmate 
· Leaders of the gang are the ones capable of violence & be ready to face the consequences 
· Inmates are trying to cheat the surveillance system 
· Officers establish total control everywhere
· 1 fight can equal months of solitary confinement 
· Survival of the meanest

The effects of total institutions: Changing who you are 
Wednesday, February 28th 

Written mid-term question:

Q1: 
What is the central thesis in the article “the society of captives: a study of a maximum security prison” by Sykes. What arguments does he present to support his claim? Refer to Mark Halsey’s article and present evidence/examples from his research findings to substantiate Sykes’ arguments (elements in his thesis) (13)

Q2: 
What does Goffman mean by ‘total institutions’? Present the characteristics and elements of ‘total institutions’ as presented by Goffman. Is prison a ‘total institutions’? Analyze it by applying Goffman’s perspective and illustrate your answer by referring to examples from the film “survival of the meanest” (2010) 

The three theoretical perspectives:
· Foucault: techniques of discipline and regulations as more efficient and penetrating to ensure penal control
· Sykes: Pain of imprisonment:
· Attack on the prisoner’s ego and sense of self-worth were intrinsic to incarceration
· Symbolic interactionism 
· Goffman: ‘total institutions’ impose assaults and micro-humiliation on the prisoner’s self
· Mortification of the self 

Living in prison:
· Imprisonment as the ideal mode of punishment
· The overarching goal of incarceration is the confinement of the offender
· Rehabilitation 
· Deterrence 
· Capacitation
· None of these goals have been achieved. How do we know? People that go to prison, most likely go back
· At some point, they have to release the prisoners back into the community 
· Prison fails at achieving their goals
· Prison must meet other needs of the offender
· “official functioning of the prison”
· Prison is designed to control every aspects of the offender’s life
· Prisoners respond to this total control in a number of ways…
· “Unofficial functioning of the prison”

Prisonization:
· It can be defined as “the process through which an individual, will take on, the greater or less degree, of folkways, mores, customs, values and general culture of the penitentiary”
· By ‘culture’, Clemmer meant artefacts, norms, languages, attitudes towards staff as well as acts and relationships among prisoners
· The process of prisonization therefore implied acquisition by each prisoner of a new view of themselves, their fellow inmates, the prison system and wider society 
· The process of prisonization:
· His status: become an anonymous figure in a subordinate groups
· Going through the process of knowing the ‘official’ and ‘unofficial’ functioning of the prison
· He assigns a new meaning to conditions he had previously taken for granted (ex: shower, safety, food, the outdoors, sleep, clothing…) 
· Having a good job means a comfortable job (ex: 
· Novice prisoners vs. older prisoners: “wise up”
· Gambling, abnormal sex behavior 
· Many learn to distrust and hate the correctional officers
· “playing the opposite”
· Survival tactic
· Encourages deceit as an acceptable means to an end
· Developing a prisoner persona 
· Factors having an impact on prisonization
· Length of the sentence 
· Personality-stable or unstable 
· Having a support system and continuance of positive relationship with people/family outside of the prison
· Refusal/readiness to integrate into prison primary groups
· Placement with cellmates who are not completely integrated into the prison culture 
· Refraining from/readiness to participate in gambling and abnormal sex behavior 


The effects of total institutions: changing who you are
Friday, March 2nd 

A million Jockers, Punks and Queens:
· The prisoner subculture fuses sexual and social roles
· Prison as sexist and racist environment (Donaldson, 2001) – Takes an exaggerate form in prison
· ‘Man’ status is sexually defined
· Sexuality in prison
· ‘Man’: established the value and behavioral norms, his status is sexually defined 
· If sexually active “jocker”, if a “jocker” is paired off is a “daddy”
· If a ‘jocker’ is engages in coercive sexual behavior – “booty bandit”
· “manhood” a tenuous condition in prison – you can lose your status easily 
· It is always subject to being ‘lost’ to another Man
· “Queens”: small number in jails and prison 
· Effeminate homosexual, highly desirable as sexual partners
· Submissive to “men” – are passive 
· Use as prostitutes in prison – used as a commodity (owned by the strong men) 
· Are referred to with feminine pronouns and terms
· Are harassed by the staff and the prisoners, often denied privileges
· ‘Queen’s tank’ – separate block for them for their protection. Trying to avoid prostitution
· “Punks”: at the bottom of the structure and “have been forced into a sexually submissive role” 
· Rape has an important sociological aspect in prison
· Who are the punks in prison? – New, young, shy/ insecure, smaller build & white 
· How are they being treated by the “Man”? – They are provided protection
· The relationship between ‘queen’ and ‘punk’ – they don’t like each other (Queens are have higher status than punks) 
· Try to keep their ‘male identity’
· ‘Catcher’: defines both queens & punks
· What would happen to a macho gay male entering prison? – he would have to hide his homosexuality (if known that he is gay, he would be at the bottom of the social hierarchy) 
· Homosexual pairing would not be tolerated in prison
· ‘Catchers’ lend out to other ‘jockers’
· The dynamic of the relationship between the ‘men’ and the ‘catcher’
· The only possible relationship in prisons is the ‘hook up’ between ‘men’ & ‘catcher’
· A ‘catcher’ preforms ‘wifely’ duties (clean, do laundry etc.), social and psychological dependency on ‘daddy’
· A ‘daddy’ will defend his partner
· Generally shortage of ‘catchers’ and high demand for the leads to violence
· Disadvantages of being a ‘jocker’ in prison – STDs, maintaining status & having to protect your punks and queens 
· Not a reciprocal relationship hence punks enter in a mutual sexual intercourse with other punks
· Some forms a long term relationships: meeting basic human needs such as affection and bonding
· Expression of tenderness, loneliness and anxiety 
· How can we explain these exploitative sexual relationships 
· To validate masculine status 
· Expression of power by exerting control over another prisoner
· Sometimes a group activity 
· Identification of masculinity with power and control: something that the administration cannot take away from him
· Act of rebellion against the total institution; expression of autonomy 
· To assert dominance over another race/groups
· Symbolic attack on manhood of another groups 
· How does the prison administration deal with sexual pairing and relationships? 
· They know about it but since it’s taboo, no one talks about it
· The guards sometimes encourage it by turning a blind eye
· No condoms are provided 
· Managements: disciplinary codes outlaw all sexual activities 

Doing Time Together: Family Visits
Wednesday, March 7

“On-Line” at San Quentin:
· “quasi inmate”: ‘legally free and palpably bound’
· Family members upon entrance to prison for visitations are transformed into an obedient corps of unindividuated, nonthreatening entities that can be organized according to the prison rules.
· The visitors, as ‘free people’, resist the imposed prisoner label and struggle to import the ‘outside world’ into the facility 
· The sire of contested personhood
· “visitors define and defend their social and physical integrity against the degradation of self required by the prison as a routine condition for visiting” (comfort, 2008: 22)

The Tube at San Quentin:
· They physical look of the tube:
· Old building
· No ventilation system
· Trashcans to keep the door open 
· As you enter the tube you can see the peeled paint on the wall & the electrical wire is open for the eye to see
· No benches for the families but segment 1 has benches (3 segments) 
· “the physical conditions of life in prison would seem to reflect a sort of half’ hearted or indecisive punishment, imposition of deprivation by indifferent rather than intent” (Sykes, 1958: 8)
· Institutional look-lack of proper amenities
· Poorly worded rules
· Guards buzzing in visitors and identity and security checks 
· To signal expectation of deference authority and to remind them of tenuous legitimacy of visitors
· To reinforce a hierarchy and to assert power
· Tube as the ‘liminal’ space
· The boundary between “outside: and “inside”
· Visitors convert from legally free people into imprisoned body for the duration of their stay in the institution
· The visitors must line up: ‘first come first serve’ – physical presence
· The visitor must present and ID to the CO
· She hands over her shoes, purse, coats, belonging to be sent on a conveyor belt through an X-ray
· Walks through a metal detector-ION scan (can detect drugs on your clothing)
· ‘Free people’ must conform to the prison rules 
· Her clothing is assessed by officers – Visitors’ Dress Code
· Her pass is stamped “processed”
· Visitations:
· “Contact visits”: cafeteria style
· “Noncontacts Visits”: separated by Plexiglas
· “Visit for Death Row”: in “cubicles”
· “Family visit”: when eligible spend two nights together locked in a small complex within the prison

Secondary Prisonization:
· “people processing” and “people changing” 
· Ex: school is “people changing”
· Which one of these categorizations applies to the prison visitors?
· Secondary Prisonization: Anyone enters the prison undergoes prisonization to some extent (Clemmer, 1958)
· The experience of being processed is humiliating, hence transforming, followed by immersion in depersonalizing environment constructed to control and modify behavior.
· ‘Prison authorities, charged with processing and temporarily containing visitors, generates change in self-image and behavior through rituals of debasement and the persistent denial pf prestige, through the application of “the pain of imprisonment”
· The difference: is temporal and legal


Disciplinary Powers:
· Imposition of ‘waiting;’ and ‘non-communicating’
· Three types of waits imposed on visitors
· The morning waiting line
· Unpredictable of visiting time
· The count period 
· visitation stops 
· Visitors never know how long counting will take 
· Redial purgatory of appointment scheduling
· People who visit the death row
· They have to call 3 days ahead 
· When the visitor calls – no one picks up the phone 
· Hard to get a hold of someone in the prison to set up a visit 
· “the distribution of waiting time coincides with the distribution of power”
· “Waiting limits productive use of times and in so doing generates distinct social personal cost”
· Queuing: for less privileged groups; whose time is considered inferior to and more expandable that that of the higher-ups
· It also deprecates the importance of the visit itself

Friday, March 9th 

· Abrupt change in policy 
· Scheduling seven days in advance instead of three
· Withholding advice and using designs of “secrecy”
· Lack of information to new visitors
· New method of calling visitors, section A & B
· Are these glitches in the system or a matter of calculated policy?
· ‘Providing explanation carries the implication that those who are ruled have a right to know and the possibility that the rule of order could be changed” (Sykes) 
· The why are these practices are in place in prison?
· Produce feelings of apprehension and powerlessness

The struggle for personhood;
· The regulation of apparel and belonging:
· Contradicting inspections 
· Clothing: a key technique in the performance of identities
· Dress-code: corporal regulation and the management of sexual expression 
· Assumptions of hypersexualized body and the need for enforcement of “moral” attire
· Enforced modification of appearances and restriction on having certain items 
· Clothing regulations transcend the prison boundaries into women’s real life
· Do these guidelines apply equally to all those entering the prison?

Neither fully captive nor fully free:
· The application of extra “security” measures solely to families, suggest the extension of the convict body to the visitor body, which then becomes a permissible subject for punishment and the extraction of retribution 
· The conditions of neglect and indignity imposed are not of the bureaucratic necessity but as a punishment by the institution to communicate the loss of status…
· Deprivation of personal good 
· Courtesy stigma
· Secondary prisonization: neither fully captive nor fully free


Wednesday, March 14th 
Doing time together: The effects of imprisonment on families 

Introduction:
·  Who are prisoners’ families?
· Parents 
· Partners 
· Grandparents are usually the caretakers of the young kids or pick up the slack in general
· War & drugs-demographic shifts in communities 
· Relationship facilitators 
· Emotional, financial and practical support 
· Children
· Lower class & lower education 
· Racial disparities 
· The stereotypical ‘prisoner’s family’
· Diversity and difference: no blood or marital-kin ties…
· Caring as a gendered activity 
· Women as the primary caregivers
· Caring for their loved ones in prison (financial and emotional support) subject to social stigma exclusion

The effects of imprisonment on families:
· Imprisonment, marriage and relationships
· Importance of marriage/common law partnership
· 45% of prisoners lose contact with their families
· Relationship stability: 22% divorce or separation 
· It is the imprisonment or other factors (involving in criminal lifestyle) that leads to divorce or separation 
· Incarceration increase the risk of divorce and likelihood of marriage (offender) 
· Strong and long lasting emotional attachment more important in reintegration than marriage 
· Impact of imprisonment on marriage rates
· In USA, low marriage rates amongst poor African American, low employment rates & high imprisonment rates 
· Research inconclusive 
· Financial impact 
· Poverty and imprisonment are strongly connected
· Loss of main family income: even illegally earned 
· Financial burden heavy for families who have a family member inside and want to maintain the relationship 
· “Shadow punishment”: marginalized families and invisible to the public 
· Families fell victim to credit cards companies and ‘loan sharks’
· Debt: another financial consequences
· Prisoner had debt 
· Credits deliberately being marketed to the poor and socially excluded 
· Cost visits: transportation, food, clothes, lodging 
· Collect calls from prisons and additional charge by prison for monitoring and recording 
· Mothers and wives of prisoners hope to create ‘domestic satellite’ by saving money and hence sacrificing 
· Stigma 
· Stigmatization: a perception of difference and is linked to undesirable traits
· Imprisonment and processes: is a legal manifestation of the social stigmatization of an individual 
· Goffman: the stigmatized person is defied and treated as somehow ‘different’ or ‘other’ and so powerful that families cannot avoid it 
· ‘Refers to actual hostility and/ or lack of respect based on individual status as a prisoner’s wife 
· ‘Courtesy stigma’: individuals may be marked by association with stigmatized other, even if they are not themselves the bearer of a discredited mark
· Shame: subjective feeling: wives of first time offenders 
· Fear; offenders convicted of shocking or ‘taboo’ offences
· How does the community treat /react to families’ of prisoners?
· Interaction of families with official agencies 
· Impact on children
· Number of children with parents in prison
· 160,000 in UK (2007)
· 2.5 million in USA (2002) 
· 350,000 in Canada (CFCN)
· Difficulty in obtaining data about children of prisoners 
· Imprisonment as a dynamic process
· Arrest: for many children witnessing the arrest of a parent can lead to long lasting trauma: 
· Double victim: guilt and responsibility 
· Lack of information communication to children
· Secrecy 
· Imprisonment
· As bereavement exhibit emotions and attitude linked to grieving but ‘disenfranchised grievers’: experiencing a sense of loss but ‘do not have a socially recognized, right, role of capacity to grieve’
· ‘Parentification’: when children take on additional responsibilities and become ‘helper’ and care for younger siblings and bearing the emotional burden of mother
· The psychological impact:
· Acting in: internalized behavior: anxiety, hyper vigilance and guilt and shame
· Acting out: display of anger and aggression
· Positive aspects of imprisonment on families?
· On partners/wives of the prisoners
· If abusive, substance abusers, financial burden 
· Empowerment 
· On children of the prisoners
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Abusive, substance abusers, relocating the family, mental illness






