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Questions we will try to answer in this course

1) What might be the origins of the Greek myths?  Did people just “make them up,” originally?  If not, how were these tales agreed on?

2) How were the myths handed down in ancient Greece, including in an era without writing (1200–800 B.C.)?  How did the myths come to be written down?  

3) Today, how do we know about this or that Greek myth?  What are our earliest extant written sources for the myth of Oedipus or the Trojan War myth or the tales of the god Zeus?  What later ancient sources do we have?    
       Further, how does extant visual evidence—ancient vase paintings, stone carvings, etc.—fit in?  Are there ancient pictures that tell us things that ancient writings don’t?  

4) Did the real-life Greeks of about 400 B.C. actually believe their myths?  Did they believe that these tales had really happened in “the old days”?     

5) Were the myths intended to “mean” anything?  Do they hold moral truths or other intended lessons?  What did the ancient Greeks think that their myths meant?    

6) How to explain the phenomenon of the Greek heroes?  (Our word “hero” comes from Greek hērōs, plural hērōes, meaning “protector”.)  
       Specifically, here’s the question: Most world mythologies tell stories mainly about gods, but Greek mythology statistically talks mainly about humans: Heracles, Theseus, Atalanta, etc.  In the myths that have come down to us, tales of heroes outnumber tales purely of the gods, at a 5-to-1 ratio.  Why?
 
7) What was the relationship between ancient Greek religion and myth?  The real-life Greeks worshipped their 12 Olympian gods as being universal principles: Zeus for justice, Athena [or Athene] for wisdom, Apollo for harmony and poetry, etc.  Yet in myths, individual gods appear as characters who might act selfishly, cruelly, or childishly.  As the Greek philosopher Xenophanes rightly complained, circa 530 B.C., “Homer and Hesiod have ascribed to the gods everything that is shameful and hateful among humans: theft and adultery and perjury.”  Why the disconnect?

8) What are the 10 or so most important or most influential myths?  What are their main characters and stories?  What variant versions exist?  Why are there sometimes several different versions?  
       Furthermore, what are the 10 or so most important “themes” or ideas in the Greek myths?  Are there approximately 10 ideas that we could identify as predominant?

[bookmark: _GoBack]9) Why have the tales and personality of the hero Heracles [or Herakles] proven supremely popular and influential for the past three thousand years?  And why is he sometimes called “Hercules” instead?

10) Why do we know so many Greeks myths—over 200 major tales—as compared with our knowledge of other peoples’ mythologies, down through world history?  Were the Greeks more creative than other people?  Or did their myths just get more fully preserved somehow?

11) How did the Greek myths influence subsequent civilizations, including the ancient Romans (after 500 B.C.), medieval and Renaissance Europe, and modern cultures?  
       And what are some ways in which the myths live on, today, in movies, novels, videogames, modern dance, etc.?

12) …Any other questions, from students?



