CLA2323 practice test                         Closed book: 70 minutes                               Sept. 20, 2017
This test covers (a) class lectures of Sept. 12 and 19, (b) Buxton pp. 6–101 and 178–193, and (c) material posted on Virtual Campus as of Sept. 20.  

Please write your answers on paper or a Word file or etc.  Plan to bring your answer sheets to Sept. 26 class.  An answer key will be posted on Virtual Campus around Sept. 22 so that you can “grade” your own paper.  We will go over the possible correct answers in Sept. 26 class, but your individual answer sheets will NOT be collected.

Anywhere on the test, you are free to write beyond the suggested answer-lengths—but please watch the clock, and please DON’T give any contradictory or alternative answers within one answer.  Generally, try to say more rather than less, and try to give approximate historical dates if relevant.

Answer six from Part I and three from Part II (but see the Part II further instructions).  See also the extra-credit question at the end.  You have 70 minutes.  

Part I: short answer: 36 points
Answer any six.  Don’t answer more than six.  For an explanatory answer, give a minimum of two sentences (unless otherwise instructed).  Note that some questions contain more than one question: Please answer all.  

1) From the archaeology of Neolithic sites in mainland Greece, Crete, and Asia Minor, what are the “goddess figurines”?  Were they produced by Greeks?  What might be their significance for the formation of Greek religion and mythology?

2) Answer in point form.  Name three major farming plains of Greece, and name an ancient city located on each plain. 
 
3) Answer in point form.  Translate any six of the following ancient Greek words.  Write the word and your translation: Don’t write any further explanation.  Don’t do more than six.  If you cannot do six, do as many as you can: 
       aoidos, leschē, symposion, Hellas, hēroes [a plural], chaos, pithos, lekythos, numphai [a plural], muthos, Dioskouroi [a plural]

4) Among hundreds of examples, the Greek name Καδμος from mythology can be transliterated two different ways into English.  Give both transliterations, and briefly explain the two relevant traditions.  You need not discuss the mythical character himself. 

5) Based on your reading of Buxton, name three durable ancient materials that contribute to our knowledge of Greek mythology.  Then explain clearly in two sentences, minimum, how a material can help tell a story.  Give real-life examples or generic, made-up examples.  Write at least three sentences and preferably more. 
     
6) Answer in point form.  Aside from Homer and Hesiod, name three ancient Greek writers who are sources for our knowledge of Greek mythology.  Give an approximate date for each writer.  

7) Answer in point form.  Name three virgin goddesses of Greek mythology. 

8) In real-life history, who were the ancient Minoans?  Answer in three or more sentences, including reference to date-range and place.

9) Answer in point form.  Literally, what are the meanings of the poem titles Iliad and Odyssey?  Just translate the two Greek words.                                                                                                       More…


10) Describe the birth of the goddess Athena [Athene], according to the poet Hesiod.  Write at least three sentences. 											

11) Answer in point form.  Name three females—whether goddess, demigoddess, or mortal woman—with whom the god Zeus had sexual relations, and name the offspring of each union.  

12) Answer in point form.  Name two mortal men with whom the goddess Aphrodite had sexual relations, and name any offspring from either union.  

13) Answer in point form.  For any six of the following animals, name one Greek deity associated with each animal.  Don’t answer more than six.  Write down the animal-name and one deity’s name.  Possibly, a deity’s name may repeat here.   
—owl, eagle, bull, cow, peacock, horse, panther, donkey, dove, sparrow, goat

[bookmark: _GoBack]14) Answer in point form.  For any six of the following attributes, name one Greek deity associated with each.  Don’t answer more than six.  Write down the attribute and one deity’s name.  Possibly, a deity’s name may repeat here.  
—torch, trident, thunderbolt, helmet and spear, ivy, bow and arrows, anvil, winged boots, aegis      

15) Who turned into a laurel tree while being pursued by which god?  Just give the two names.  


Part II: long answer: 64 points
Answer three, but at least one from each section, A and B.  Don’t answer more than three.  For each, write at least two substantial paragraphs: = a minimum of eight sentences, total.  Feel free to write longer, but don’t give contradictory or alternative answers to a question.  Note that some questions have more than one part.

A
1) (a) Identify two prominent aspects of the geography of mainland Greece.  (b) For each one, describe its effects on ancient Greek mythology and religion.  Please be thorough in describing. 

2) Discuss the main crops and the farming cycle of ancient Greece.  Which deities were associated with which crops? 

3) In real-life prehistory—not in Hesiod’s poetry—what might be the origins of the Greeks’ worship of their god Zeus?  What range of evidence supports your answer?  Please answer thoroughly. 

4) Write two or more paragraphs about the geographic formation known as the Peloponnese.  Where is it?  What is it?  What ancient civilization(s) did it harbour?  What were its prominent ancient sites?  What is its importance for Greek mythology?

5) No paragraph-writing required for this question.  Give a timeline for early Greek history, 2100–700 B.C.  Be thorough in annotating your timeline.

6) (a) Identify the ancient Greek poet Homer.  (b) Discuss Homer as being the culmination of a prior Greek cultural tradition.  Include mention of Homer’s historical date-range, subject matter, and artistic technique.  
More…


B
7) No paragraph-writing needed for this.  List the 12 Olympian gods and goddesses.  For each, briefly explain one or more major role or realm of activity.  Do not list more than 12.    			

8) Describe the birth and eventual triumph of the Zeus, in the tale told by the ancient Greek poet Hesiod.  Start off with Zeus’ grandparents.

9) No paragraph-writing needed for this.  List in correct sequence the Five Ages or Races of humankind, as presented by Hesiod.  For each, give a one- or two-sentence description.  

10) (a) Recount fully the myth of Prometheus, including explaining who-or-what Prometheus was.  
(b) Give the names of the two ancient Greek writers who are our major sources of information about the Prometheus myth.


Extra credit: 5 points 
In five or more sentences, recount any Greek myth of your choice—just so long as your answer does not overlap with any other answer on your answer-sheet.  (Your answer could acceptably overlap with an unanswered question on this questionnaire.) 
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