







Britain’s European Union Referendum Vote



































With Dave Cameron’s announcement of the June 23rd, 2016 referendum vote on Britain’s future in the European Union, a major question is posed. Should Britain remain in the European Union or should it leave? Based on a certain set of factors and circumstances, I believe that Britain should stay in the European Union.  There are many reasons Britons should vote to stay in the EU, but highlighting the most important ones better gets across my over all point. The reasoning for my stance on this issue is presented below in a structured format that isolates the five major reasons I believe this to be the best course of action. 

Free trade among all European Union states and a pending TTIP agreement

	The free trade brought to Britain by the EU brings together over half a billion people and 28 countries. (Quilty-Harper, 2014) This is a major factor for a country like Britain in that Britain does not have the population to grow economically at the rate of world super powers or rising powers alone. The US at 313.9 million people, China at 1.35 billion, Brazil at 200.4 million, Russia at 143.5 million and India at 1.26 billion are vastly greater than Britain’s population of 64.1 million. The collective population gives way to greater opportunity for Britain’s economic growth than if it were its own separate entity.  Strength in numbers directly applies here. The collective economy created by the EU benefits Britain so much that 47.5% of their goods and services were exported there. This is valued at 211 billion Euros. (Quilty-Harper, 2014) Leaving the EU would generate major uncertainty regarding the future of that massive chunk of Britain’s exports. What financial hits could this portion of Britain’s exports take as well as where may these exports have to be redirected to (or not directed at all) are questions that should be asked and considered. 211 billion Euros in uncertainty is a major risk to take for leaving a system that has not significantly negatively affected Britain to that degree. The unified market brought together by the EU makes it cheaper and simpler to operate.

	Potentially increasing this already massive amount of free trade are the EU’s ongoing negotiations with the US about the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP).  The US is the EU’s biggest market export (About TTIP-basics, benefits, concerns, n.d), so refining the trading processes between both would be majorly beneficial to all member countries. If the EU were to add the US, one of the worlds leading economies, to its free trade agreement, the benefits to Britain and the EU as a whole would be great. Trade between the EU and the US will be streamlined by “reduced regulatory differences”, “lower trade tariffs”, “smoother customs processes”, and “access to US public procurement markets”. (Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership, 2014, para. 6) A greater and cheaper selection of goods to British consumers as well more job opportunities for Britons is likely results. (About TTIP-basics, benefits, concerns, n.d.) Uniting the US and the EU would essentially make every member country part of the most inclusive and reaching free trade agreement. Britain leaving the EU would put them at risk of being excluded from massive and highly beneficial economic progress. 

Security

	In large part thanks to the EU, Europe has been free of major conflict for 68 years, since the end of WW2.  The increased economic and democratic interdependence of European counties, largely due to the EU, has made Europe less volatile than it once was. (Quilty-Harper, 2014) The security offered by the EU cannot be understated. Britain’s Prime Minister has said remaining in the EU would make Britain “safer, stronger and better off”. (Deacon, 2016, para. 6) Under EU policy, there is not one army for all but rather a common security and defense policy. (Foreign & Security Policy, n.d.) Goals of this policy include “conflict prevention”, “crisis management”, “post conflict stabilisation” and “military advice and assistance”. (Foreign & Security Policy, n.d., para. 8) These are major benefits to all EU members. The power of all 28 EU nations is much greater than that of just Britain. To leave the EU would mean Britain’s leaves behind the international backing of the other 27 countries that would join together to offer assistance against any threat Britain might face. Britain’s defences secretary Michael Fallon said leaving the EU would be a “big gamble” to the nations security. Politicians in favour of leaving claim that our national defense relies enough on NATO that leaving the EU would be feasible. The EU adds a level of security that NATO cannot. (EU referendum: Leaving EU ‘big gamble’ for UK security, 2016) Modern threats to European security such as Russia’s recent advances on foreign countries are being assessed and responded to by the collective of the EU. (EU referendum: Leaving EU ‘big gamble’ for UK security, 2016) Were Britain to leave the EU and have a threat like this face them, more importantly from a world power, they would not have the luxury of knowing help would be coming from a massive 28 country coalition. The risk of leaving is not worth it for Britain in terms of national security. 

Jobs

	If Britain were to leave the EU, they would compromise the future of close to 3.5 million British jobs directly and indirectly linked to membership in the EU. That is approximately 1 in 10 British jobs. (Reasons to say, n.d.) 2.5 million British jobs are directly (people employed in industries that export to the EU) related to the EU while another 900,000 are indirectly (jobs that result from increased profits and wages thanks to direct EU jobs) related to EU membership. (O’Leary, 2015) Risking 10% of Britain’s jobs could have potentially drastic negative affects on the British economy and social well-being. Leaving the EU would lead to “a loss of prosperity instantly” (O’Leary, 2015, para. 13) for a substantial chunk of Britain’s workforce. Britain’s Chief Secretary to the Treasury Danny Alexander has said the approximately 3.5 million jobs in question are “the measure of risk that isolationists would have us take.” (Dominiczak, 2014, para. 12) As said in the previous sections, the risk of so many Britons lively hoods is not nearly worth the unsure benefits that isolationists claim will come to Britain upon leaving.




World influence

	Britain, as a member of the EU, is many times more powerful on the international stage than it would be alone. The EU forms the “world’s biggest market” (Reason to stay, n.d., para. 5) as a 28 nation coalition. The powerhouse formed by the EU is looking out for Britain’s greater good and has the ability to gain and influence in ways that Britain alone would simply never be able to. The EU’s international influence in trade policy, aid and assistance, and security benefits Britain in such a large way that the only way to know its full extent would be to leave. (Haas, 2009) The EU gives Britain the ability to be a major leader in European affairs. Through this, they have become a world leader on many stages. Leaving the EU would compromise their role as an influencer on the international level. Any future problems or issues that Britain deems important gain that much more exposure and momentum simply from being apart of something as powerful as the EU. 

Crime
	
	With the development of the European Arrest Warrant, criminals in Britain and all other EU member countries can be extradited amongst each other with ease. The European Arrest Warrant replaced the long and complicated extradition policies of each member country to form a standardized way for countries to extradite their wanted criminals. (Reasons to stay, n.d.) It allows the “UK to extradite criminals wanted in other EU countries, and bring to justice criminals wanted in the UK who are hiding in other EU countries.” (Reasons to stay, n.d., para. 15) Criminals on the run from Britain have substantially less countries in which to hide safely. Likewise, foreign criminals will be deterred from entering Britain due to how easily they could be extradited to their home country.

	Another European Union program designed to fight crime amongst EU member nations is Eurojust. Eurojust has simplified the way in which EU countries assist in one another’s investigations and prosecutions. (Missions and tasks, n.d.) Their mission is to “tackle international organised crime such as drug smuggling, people trafficking and money laundering.” (Reasons to stay, n.d., para. 16) Benefits of Eurojust include the power to determine which country is better for prosecution as well as request any necessary information for investigations in any member countries. (Missions and tasks, n.d.) This program benefits Britain’s crime prevention by pooling the resources of 28 countries. It has become easier for Britain to prosecute international crimes that directly affect them. 


Conclusion
	Presented above are what I believe to be the five most important and influential factors regarding Britain’s EU referendum vote on June 23rd, 2016. These five reasons will have the greatest affect on Britons were they to vote to decide Britain was leaving the EU. The unparalleled free trade with all EU member countries and potentially the United States will not be possible outside the EU. The security provided by 28 nations, and the assistance and aid that come with them, could never be matched by Britain alone. Nearly 10% of Britain’s jobs are directly or indirectly linked to membership in the EU. The international influence Britain has in not only in Europe, but also the world stage, is substantially backed by the power of EU membership. Finally, the cooperation amongst member nations to fight crime and prosecute criminals no matter their location is all in part due to the EU. Britain should not leave the EU as it will loose the many benefits, economically, socially, and security wise, that come with membership. It is simply not nessacary to risk leaving. 
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