RELIGION 1710

Lecture One: September 7th, 2012

Introduction


· The academic study of religion and the insider practice of religion and theology are fundamentally different
· Religion can be anything you want it to be (52 definitions of religion)
· We study Islam, Christianity and Judaism together because they borrow ideas from each other in there entire history

Theories of Religion

· George Frazer (social anthropologist), Religion helps people explain things that they would otherwise be able to explain, interested In primitive societies, he argued that in many primitive (societies that are tribal non rural, not highly structured) cultures, he noticed that their religion often focused on the real world but believing that the real world was animated, there is something living in the water, water God, Sky Gods, animism. Religion provides answers to people’s questions. Religion does much more than just explain or answer our questions.
· Sigmund Freud (psychologist), Religion exists because people are weak; it is the result of psychological distress, argued that religion is there to solve or cure some mental sickness. Argued religion solved this pain (being afraid of death, etc.) Religion does do this for people. Since he believe that religion had as its source a neurosis, he figured if you could cure a neurosis, then you eliminate the need for religion. 
· Emile Durkheim (sociologist), “God is society, writ large”, Religion was the cement of society, he believed that religion was a construction of each society, that’s why every religion is different. The rules and structures that pertain to the society are written onto the sky, made larger than life. If I a society is patriarchal, is it really surprising that their god is male. All of that happens, if a society is kinship based or patriarchal it is constructed around. He thinks society is the social constructing element of religion.  Religion does always cohere with the culture it represents. Religion functions as cement – bonding agent, holds society together. (Functionalist approach) interested in mostly what religion does, function in the world. 
· Karl Marx (political philosopher), Religion is a tool used to fool the poor and oppressed, not a functionalist, was keenly aware of power. The way religion intersects with power, to control people and cultures. When a culture defines itself as definably mandated, (how I dress), my masculinity, heterosexuality is defined by God, than that culture will tend to look dimly on anything that that doesn’t abide by anything that doesn’t accept this. Form of power, enforces uniform of power on a group. Culture comes from God. “Opium of the masses” religion can be used to put the masses into this drug-induced coma but promising them that things will improve when you die. Marx was right in the sense that religion can be used for oppression. 
· Mircea Eliade (historian of religion), Religion articulates the difference between sacred (up there, Gods world) and profane (real life material life) this is the heart of religion. The problem with his theory he ignores what is different between religions cause he just lumps them in for their commonalities. 

Each of these describes some aspect of religion that is right, and some that are wrong. None of them accounts for religion in its totality. The “word” religion is part of the problem. It’s had a complex history. The term “religion” is what we would call a second order concept term. Until recently, no body used the word religion to describe what they do. Religion is a term we gave what we do and what they don’t do. It is not a term that is native to anybody. That makes this term a scholarly construct. We invented this term to gather data together that we think is related. 
Its how we classify certain terms that we think is related. 

Nobody knows exactly where the term religion derives from. Religion comes from two Latin words. “Reconnect” 


Another problem defining religion, is that it’s a Christian terminology for itself 

The world religion in its first roots: 

Re=again, lig (to join) (as a ligament), connecting our natural world to the sacred world?
Religion 
Din (Islam)
Halakhah (Judaism)  (a path)

Religion definition: Religion is a vehicle for transmitting myth.  

What is a myth?

· narratives
· often with fantastic (not normal) elements (animals talking, etc) (God walking among the people)
· foundational to a community
· transmitting values
· relevant to that community 




How we study religion:

Religion is: eternal, ethereal and transcendent
History: temporal, situated, and contextual


Lecture Two: September 14th, 2012


Judaism

- The mythical history of Jewish history starts in about 1800/1900 B.C.E we don’t really know we guess. More time elapsed between the histories of Judaism; the founding of Judaism is more time between the founding of Islam than there is in the founding of Christianity and today.
-Religion that has passed through millennia
- Extremely small religion. 
-Christians make up of 33% of the world, Muslims 20%, then there is Judaism, is very small. Begs the question of why it is so much smaller. Theological explanation vs. academic explanation. Common theological explanation, is that God favors Christians and Muslims more than Jews (not true) 
- A sociological explanation, Islam and Christianity are missionary religions, they have a system and an expectation of  fairly aggressive outreach seeking to convert the people around them. Judaism is not a missionary religion; there is scholarly debate over it. Never had in its history when it was a missionized religion when it was seeking to convert those around them who were not Jewish. This is not to say that you cannot convert to Judaism, you can. Conversion is an always has been possible, its just never been aggressively sought out as it has in Christian and Muslim history. That alone explains why it is so much smaller. 15 million in the world today are Jewish. 
- Holocaust cut the Judaism population in half
The history of Judaism is so long that you could say to tell the history of the Jews is to pretty much tell the history of humanity, in the west
· Jews, Israelites, etc.…many names for these people. 
· There are many names for the land of the Jews: Judah, Judea, and Israel and Palestine (roman) thought that the philistine was Palestine
· Jews themselves, Judea, Judah and Israel
· Judean vs jew vs Israelite
· The religion they observe, we don’t always call it Judaism, there is a process from what we call it, the religion of Abraham, Isaac and Israelites, etc. 
· The Israelites have interacted with many different types of religious people and at every point, the religion has changed, in every period Jews have intermarried
· Lie that Jews are a pure race
· The issue of who is a Jew? What is Jewishness 
· There is religious Judaism, and there is cultural Jewishness, also called ethnically Jewish. There is Jews who don’t believe in god and eat pork, the don’t live a Jewish lifestyle. But oddly they self identify as Jewish, this is called cultural/ethnic Jewishness. This community as well with a history. 
· Culturally Christian…celebrate Christmas but don’t go to church
· We have dominantly culturally Christianity
· Same thing in Islam. Dress in Muslim attire but aren’t that religious
· We are focusing on religious Judaism
· Jewish law says that a woman must be Jewish for her children to be Jewish, conservative end. Liberal end would reject this. If your parents are both Jewish, religiously Jewish, then there children are Jewish. 
· Oppositicy, opposite of conversion, when you leave the religion. 
· Jewish is like a genetic thing…you are born Jewish, you can do whatever you want, openly reject god, but you never cease being Jewish 
· These debates are unresolvable because there is no central authority. So does Islam. Christianity in one form, Catholicism, has a central authority (useful) yes to this and no to that. 
· What does it mean to be a Jew, what is a Jew, depends entirely on who you are asking

Two types of Judaism:
Ethnic 
Religious 

Two main ethnic groups of global Jews: 

Sephardic: are those form Spain, North Africa, and Palestine

Ashkenazi: are from Eastern Europe and Russia 

Very different culture, radically different diets, food practices, different ways of interpreting scripture, different liturgies, but both consider themselves Jewish, but don’t fight about which one is better, have heard in Israel there is fight. 

Three themes that sit at the core of Jewish Theology:
1) There is one God, monotheists. (weren’t always) takes a while for this religion to develop into. This is expressed in the Shema (prayer)
2) Torah, word of God
3) Future Salvation, the notion that God will intervene in the human course of history and there will be a future salvation, a time after our lifetime. (Not really a central tenant of modern day Judaism) 

Orthopraxy and orthodoxy. Judaism is a religion that sits on the orthopraxis end of the scale. Ortho means correct or right, praxy means practice, action or behavior. Doxy means thought or belief or opinion. 
Christianity is more on this end. Islam sits in the middle somewhere.

Orthodoxic religions are big on creeds (statements of beliefs) isn’t just a person saying this is what it believes, the church says it. It’s prescriptive. Prescribe to the people these are things we believe. The Shema is the closest thing we get to a creed. “The lord god is one”. The core elements of Judaism are the shema. The Torah is the word of god. This means that scripture is authoritative. It is meaningful and totally and completely meaningless, It doesn’t tell us anything. The orthodox and reform household can have different practices but both treat the Torah as the word of God means nothing. Different outlooks depending on who you are as a Jew. 

Terminology: 

Avoiding Christian centric terminology

BC-AD VS BCE –CE

1434 AH (NOV 14)
5773 (ON SEPT 16)

OLD TESTAMENT VS HEBREW BIBLE AND TANAKAH 

BCE (before common era) 
(before christen era)
BC (before Christ)
AD: anodominum (year of our lord) the year of our lord, Jesus was born.


Jews and Muslims have their own ways of counting the years, on Sunday we are starting 5773 on Jewish calendar, and Nov 14 are starting 1434 lunar years after the Hidra. It is the Christian calendar, but common calendar. 

Hebrew bible/Tanakah/ Torah (refers to first 5 books of bible) sometimes refer to the whole of Hebrew bible 

3 categories:
Hebrew bible is chronological order

Mythological
Legendary
Historical

Genesis l-l l – Mythology. Biblical myth. Founding of universe in 6 days. Tempting of Adam and eve with a tempting snake. Decent of humanity. (Has many parts of genesis) Hebrew bible is theological/mythological record
Adam and Eve; Garden of Eden; Creation. Not Jewish history, predate religion. 
The flood 
Tower of Babel 

Legend: (stories that are inherently reasonably but we have no record for) if we did it would become history, myth is something that is inherently plausible) 

Starts with genesis 12, call of a man named Abram, who later had his name changed Abraham and his wife Sarah, get a call from god, to leave their land, in Ur. Goes to the promise land. Origin of Jewish rhetoric goes to this story. God promised this land to Abraham. 1900-1700 B.C.E.  Abraham is the 1st person who answers the call of God after the flood/destruction, the first person of the new humanity. Abraham gets called the 1st patriarch. (Father figure) Father, first of the three fathers of Judaism. The sons are the next 2 patriarchs. Get to the promise land and they realize somebody already lives there – the Canaanites. The people of Abraham have to conquer the land with the belief that God gave it to them. Religiously people always interpret history religiously. Think god is always behind history.  Canaan, Abraham and Sarah are old, (70-80) and are childless. Common practice for a father to impregnate one of the houses holds staff. Impregnates Hagar, and bears Ishmael. Abrahams 1st born, the god played a cruel trick and then allowed Sarah to conceive in her old age. He now has 2 sons. Ishmael, from a handmaiden, and Isaac, 2nd born but from his wife. 

Isaac is the father of Jacob, Abraham Isaac and Jacob are the patriarchs of Judaism. 

Isaac’s name is changed to Isral (he wrestled with God in a dream) 

We notice from this that when someone from the Hebrew bible has an encounter with God, their identity is changed, so they get a new name as a marking of this new identity. 

Famine in the land of Israel, and Israelites leave to move to Egypt where there is no famine. 

Jewish community is established in Egypt

Israelites are in Egypt for 3-400 years
Resentment starts to build with Hebrews and Egyptians. External political forces that are threating Egypt

Pharows take a dislike to Jews, are being threatened from outside by another nation, Israelites, who are Hebrews come to be enslaved by the pharows. This brings upon Moses. The first-born and kill every first-born name of a Jewish household. Only one gets spirited away, placed in a basket put down a river and an Egyptian princess gets him and raises him. This boys name is Moses. And realizes he is Jewish….by seeing he is circumcised. He sees the Israelites who he realizes he is one of being persecuted and punished and steps in kills an Egyptian overlord who is beating a Hebrew slave. Immediately makes him an enemy, feels out into desert. Stumbles across a burning bush, which is not being consumed by that fire. 

Abraham meets burning bush and tells him to go to pharow and represent the people and free them. 

He is concerned the bush is talking to him he asks who are you? It says I am who I am. Tell them I am sent you.

YHWH -- YAHWAH  I AM WHO I AM 

Exodus happens: 1250 BCE (basically the land moves apart) 

- Moses parting the ocean in the middle. 

Good story because it relates a god who is actively present in the action of a people. 

Hapiru: another people, we don’t know, this is the closest we get to external confirmation about any detail of exodus. 

The sea is parted; they go to the other side.
For some reasons they are punished and not allowed to go to the promise land. Wander around for 40 years and go to mount Sinai. 

Mount Sinai – giving of the Torah (law) to the Jews by God. 
Torah = law
Mitzvah = commandment (10 commandments given) 
Mosaic Covenant – treaty (convenance were very common around cultures around this period) 2 parties agree to terms. Often reradified. (Re-discussed) 


God makes a covenant with Moses, and Abraham, he says to Abraham: I will make you father of many if you’re loyal to me and I will protect your people.
 
Nobody knows where exactly the Israelites went for 40 years, but there is a hypothetical route. 

Now, we have a god with a name (Yahweh) we have a Torah (commandments and law), now we are starting to move towards something like Judaism and the people Jews.

 Monotheism – these people are not yet monotheism. 

Israelites were never polytheists. They were henotheists. (Belief and Loyalty to one god and exclusion to all others) recognize there are other gods, they just suck. They are not worth my loyalty but they do exist. 

When Israelites return to promise lands, Canaanites are there again. Canaanite Gods: Ba’al and Asherah (fertility gods) worship other gods. Hebrew narrative says that Israelites arrived there god competed with the Canaanites God. 
-Henotheism vs. monotheism
-One of the reasons that we still can’t refer to this religion, as Judaism in this period is cause there still isn’t monotheism.

Now in 11th century B.C.E, Israelites have now conquered Canaan. 

· Joshua – 6th book of the bible. Tells the story of resettling of Canaan 
· Joshua sets up the land to be governed by 12 tribes ruled over by “judges”, equal to each other by not fully united. Sets up a judge, a judge rules each tribe. Then told in the 7th book called judges. 

Now in the period of the monarchy:

Where we start moving into nationhood, nations require unity. We go from 12 tribes loosely confederated, to a united monarchy) 

· Saul (1st king) 
· David (Ruled c. 1000-960 B.C.E) (2nd king) king of kings, Jewish history adores, represents golden age of Israel. 
· Most famous king, most loved king

1) He was the one who brings the tribe’s together under one king – himself. Now have a nation, called Israel. Don’t have 12 tribes but one nation. Consolidation of the kingdom of Israel, anointed by God to be king. This is the period of wealth, power and autonomy. “ Golden age for Jews” 
2) Peace and prosperity and stability
3) Jerusalem – David has to pick a capital for his new kingdom, a new Israelite city, city inhabited by another people. Conquers it and makes it is capital city of Israel. That’s the point that Jerusalem enters into Jewish history. 

David’s son Solomon is also loved

(Ruled 960-21 B.C.E)
Builds first temple (931 B.C.E)
Solomon renowned for his wealth, wisdom and international power 
Also extremely loved

Gets to do something that David wasn’t allowed to do – build a temple. 
The first Jewish temple
Enter into a new period called “first temple” Judaism which lasted until 586-587. 
With destruction of first temple and gets rebuilt and move into second temple Judaism 


Monarchy then breaks down
Start making policies with the people that they don’t like, taxation, etc. 

12 tribes – united monarchy, divided into two kingdoms
Judah in the south
Israel in the north – (north of the dead sea) 

Monarchy that David built starts to break up into two parts

For a 200-year period, Jerusalem isn’t in Israel anymore its in Judea, northern kingdom
Significant because the Assyrians became the super power 
They conquer northern kingdom, Israel, letting the southern kingdom Judea stand-alone and Babylonians destroy it

Changing political power internationally means that Israel suddenly has enemies
Assyrians sack northern kingdom
721 B.C.E 

The Babylonians come out of the Syria, Babylonia currently makes up Iraq. Babylonians take over and destroy Jerusalem and conquer Judea, the southern kingdom 

And 587 ends the period of the first temple
New enemies 
King Nebuchadnezzar 
· Levels Jerusalem 
· Destroys first temple
· Scatters the aristocracy and land owners


New possibilities:

Three features of new Judaism
-The diaspora Jew (Greek word) scattering of seed, that’s what happens to the Jews, scattered across the Mediterranean, no longer in their land but in other peoples lands.
One of the biggest effects from the Babylonian conquest is of the diaspora Judaism. Form of Judaism that developed outside of Israel. Another thing that develops is the prophet, specific kind of prophet; remember god and these people have a covenant. Any Jew in this period where is the treaty? We were loyal to you and let the Babylonians destroy our land and us. Massive theological problem. The invention of a new prophet, the prophet who says you brought this upon yourself, god still loves us, he hasn’t gotten rid of the promise he just wasn’t very happy with us. We were loosing sight of justice in society. Prophets come up with the explanation that the Babylonian conquest is not evidence that god abandoned us but that he loves us, and calling us to return in a faithful and loyal manner. 

- The prophet 
- The Septuagint (LXX) – roman numerals for 70. Refers to a story about the translating of the Hebrew bible into Greek. Babylonian conquest, people got kidnapped and were living in foreign lands and didn’t take long for the Babylonians to be conquered by the Persians. Not all the Jews who left returned, by staying where they stayed, the developed a new form of Judaism, the Septuagint is a form of Jews who went to Egypt and stayed there. (Greece governs Egypt at this time) The Jews who live in Egypt loose their ability to speak Hebrew, which means they cant read their bible. Only bad thing is the Greek translated bible isn’t exactly always right. It had whole books that weren’t even in the Hebrew bible the creation of Septuagint had big ramifications because the Christians based their ideas off the Greek bible, not Hebrew. 

Back to 6th century B.C.E 
Persians – Persia – modern day Iran
King Cyrus of Persia
The ethnic heritage of all Iran is Persian, lead by king Cyrus, defats Babylonians and invites Israelites back to their land and rebuilds the temple that was destroyed by the Babylonians. 

The second temple is rebuilt

-Israelites invited to return (538 B.C.E)
- Temple rebuilt and completed 515 B.C.E (second temple Judaism)
(Many ramifications for development of Christianity)
Now we truly have Judaism, no longer the religion of the Israelites 
God, prophets, Torah, etc. monotheism, realized that God is everywhere, no other God (Develops in the wake of diaspora) all happens because of Babylonian conquest which suggest that Judaism couldn’t have happened with out the trauma of the Babylonian conquest 

Then we have the Greeks, they push back the Persians, brining the Greek empire (Hellenism, refer to the Greekization of the world) had a giant effect, people wanted to be just like the Greeks and partake in Greek culture. Hellenism was extremely attractive to people. One of the other affects of the Greek and roman or “Greco roman” expansion. 

Greece rules for a certain period and Rome takes over militarily… not that long after. And everything falls with the fall of the Roman Empire. When Rome takes over from Greece political and militarily, Greek culture remains dominant. You can’t separate the two cultures. Its politically roman but linguistically Greek. 

- Ezra: stars collection of scriptures in 430 B.C.E 
- Judaism vs. the religion of the Israelites 
- Hellenism, Hellenization
- Greco-Roman 

The Joy of Sects

Sects:

-Sadducees (sadueeces and pharisees don’t get a long) but have all the power 
- Pharisees (have all the people, grassroots movement) those who redefine Judaism as the second temple is destroyed, because they are the people.
-Sicarii  (rebel groups)
-Zealots (rebel groups)
-Christians (they go their own way) 

The people who redefine Judaism 
Sicarri and zealots are rebel groups who are not long withstanding, violet resistance movements to roman occupation in first century. Siccari are named because of their daggers of assignation. Zealots are named because of their religious beliefs; only believe in their God and their beliefs. 

Wars of Independence

66-73 C.E
Jewish War
Rome destroys second temple and second temple Judaism is formed
In 515 B.C.E-70 C.E

Western wall jews go there to pray, holy site, last remaining part of herots temple that romans destroyed in 70 C.E. 

Rabbinic Judaism:

· 70 - 500 CE
· New Religion?
· Synagogue vs Temple
· Prayer vs Sacrifice
· Talmud vs Torah
· Dining room table vs. Altar
· Temple has been the place of sacrifice – the central religious act for Judaism now for 800 years. Sacrifice is where the religious person gives back to God. 
· Jerusalem is the center of religious life, for Jews in medaterrainen and for jews around Israel
· The synagogue is what replaces the temple, where religion happens. Every community has its own synagogue
· Rabbi – means my teacher, very different from priest
· Priest in Catholicism is without sexuality, must be male, no family, etc. protisten has reverns, can have family, kids, sex, etc. 
· Prayer is the religious central act in Judaism as the temple as disappeared
· Sacrifice requires in alter, it is said the dining room table becomes the central location of religious life, the family meal… where purity is controlled. 
· Judaism is a religion of purity, what you can eat what you cannot, etc.
· With the destruction of the temple, purity does not disappear it transfers from alter to the dining room table
· The women of the household is in control of the purity of the house, as she cooks, prepares food, etc. 
· Kashrut (food rules) 
· The Talmud – combination of the oral Torah of the paricees
· Are we actually dealing with a new religion given how much has changed, people don’t think so, how big and how much has changed, the destruction of the temple changed so much in Judaism
· Rabbinic Judaism: Judaism led by the rabbis and defined by rabbis, Talmud is the product of the rabbis 

Medieval Judaism: (modern Judaism) everything from 70 onwards was rabbinic Judaism


· 500-1600 CE
· Encounter with Islam, that will develop in the 7th century and reach its peak in 14th century
· Philosophy – which it will get largely from Islam, and develop in concert with Islam
· As Islam spread, out of Saudi Arabia it was taken over christen lands, its not defeating Judaism is defeating Christianity 
· Christians always saw the Jews as Christ/god killers, Christians come to see Jesus and god as the same person, and by killing Christ you have called God
· Jewish philosophy starts to develop, 

· Saadia (12th c.)
· Judah Halevi (12th c.)
· Moses Maimonides (12th c.)  Jewish philosopher, first to bring in Greek and roman philosophy to answer the question of free will or divine anipetance 
· Rabbi Moses ben Maimon = RMBM = Rambam (nickname) sign of affection 
· He wrote: writes it in Arabic, later it is translated into Hebrew because it is loved so much by Jews. Level of cooperation in 12th century by Jews and Islamic people  Guide for the Perplexed
· 
· History starts to shift, Europe starts to shift, Spain is Muslim, Spain and France are Christian, as Christianity and Islam start to make war against each other, both tart to look at the Jew insider and blame them 
· Jews starts getting expelled from lands they lived in forever
· Expulsion of Jews eastwards due to  (geopolitical tensions, and Christian anti-Semitism) 
· “Blood liable” blaming Jews for everything going on “using Christian blood to make matzah balls”
· Jews go to Poland and eastern Europe (Germany and Austria) (Poland opens its doors to Jewish immigration it is a new country they need a solid middle class to make an economy 
· Yiddish  new language invented, Hebrew words written in German, that results of geopolitical shifting and arrival of Jewish refugees from western Europe to eastern Europe 
· Christian anti-Semitism is part of the refugee crisis
· Poland becomes the heart of the holocaust and concentration camps because there are so many millions of Jews living there 
· End of the 13th-18th century move into a period of Judaism that involves serious times of persecution, but oddly some Jews in this period will find peace, acceptance and advance and will find themselves more free to be whatever they want then ever before 
· Some Jews believe things are getting better, as the yare free to be professionally and political active etc. 
         - Christians forced Jews to live in gated communities, lock them in at night (ghettoization)

Four ways Jews are reacting to this period of persecution, blood liables, crazy accusations, etc. 

· Mysticism: “kabbalah” is the Jewish form/school of mysticism, they are always different from mainstream branches, tend to reject boundaries that separate religious communities, recognize universality of all humanity, think were all the same everywhere. The main writing that defines this is the “Zohar” written by 13th century rabbi (Moses ben shentov of leon) Shabbatai Zvi, becomes new messiah (kind of like a king), has many followers. Seen as the person to save the Jews. Someone captures him and says either convert to Islam or we’ll kill you. So they converted and so did his followers


· Hasidism: a movement – Israel ben eliezer aka the Bal shem tov “master of the good name” and is now Besht. Legend is that he could heal people and put his hands on them and say “gods name” but Jewish people aren’t supposed to say gods name outloud… this worked mostly in German ghettos, and he urged people to find joy in prayerfulness even when surrounded by misery, he is speaking to a persecuted community, he gave people HOPE. Popularity grew so quickly there was even a backlash from main rabbinic stream. Movement survives today in Montreal. Mysticism can be characterized as a form of escapism from persecution. 


Modern Sectarianism  


Reform Judaism: (can sometimes eat cheeseburgers)

 Moses Mendelosshn, acculturation, liberal interpretation of Torah. Jews have certain ways of dressing/eating and this makes it hard to participate in society. Moses comes to the conclusion that Jewish culture, how one eats/dresses is not the essence of Jewish religion, just things you do, and you can choose what not to do. Argued heart of Jewish religion is what you believe. He said you can be culturally christen/German and be Jewish at the same time. Wanted to be Jewish but participate in German culture – reform Judaism (liberal end) “ethical kosher” ->change what’s eaten and what’s not being eaten according to ethics and not purity. Goal is to stop flood of conversion away from Judaism.  


Conservative Judaism

·  Represented by the idea that if its in scripture you cannot debate it (almost everything to do with dress they can give that away but eating laws they will not adapt to) 
· Zecharias Frankel in Germany 
· Solomon Schechter in the US
· both in the 19th c. 
· Stricter interpretation of Torah


Orthodox Judaism: is what always existed, doesn’t have a founder, but in response of breaking away of reform, orthodox gains a champion (Samson Rafael Hirsh) who says reform is not a better way of being Jewish, traditional orthodox Judaism is what is legitimate. 
· Strict interpretation of Torah 
· As God’s word, Torah is not to be negotiated with 




Zionism (or nationalism): 

· Theodor Herzl argued in 19th century that until the Jews had their own land with own army, they would always be at the mercy of their host nation. They needed independence, security and language. Most thought he was wrong, until the holocaust. Changed everything for Judaism
· Jewish communities notice people aren’t becoming more humane, and he was right, Jews need a land and army. 
· Holocaust was shaping event for modern Judaism
· Anti-Semitism (form of racism)  (our personal traits are inherited based on the group we come from) 
· Shoah (Hebrew word for holocaust)– an act where you burn everything -burnt offering
· In 1933 Adolf Hitler was appointed chancellor of Germany 
· Increasing persecution and pubic harassment of Jews 
· Anti Semitism (hatred of the Jews by Christians) is what allowed the holocaust to happen 
· Kristalnaught  night of broken glass, Jew assassinates a German ambassador 
· Hilter devises “Judenfrage” the question is what are we suppose to do with the jews? And his answer is called “the final solution”
· Final solution starts moving them…Realized its not getting right of them. Then he decided to exterminate them. Starts the process of concentration camps.
· Aushwitz (concentration camps)
· Could be gassed, shot, worked to death, starved, etc. 
· Mass graves once there dead and melted with Lyme, dissolved
· 6 million Jews died during 2nd world war
· 4 million in concentration camps
· 1.5 million in mass executions during the war 
· State of Israel in 1948 
· Palestinians
· Jewish-Muslim relations 
· Problem is we have Jewish people wanting to inhabit a land that is now largely a Muslim land 
· Israel is 66% non religious and 17% Muslim, 
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Christianity:

· All Christians are originally Jewish 
· Jesus himself was also Jewish 
· Before and after Jesus we have a string of people claiming they are messiah, Rome kills them  
· John the Baptist is a response to the temple, much like the people of Qumran 
· John apparently is rinsing people of their sins in the Jordan river, when he is supposed to be doing it in the church, because he is in the river it is seen as going against tradition
· Jesus of Nazareth, born 4 years before Christ, probably born in 4 B.C.E
· He was born in Galilee 
· Jesus appears to have some tension with the temple, but so did the people of Qumran.
· Jesus spoke out against the characteristics of Judaism
· According to new testaments, Jesus has a career of teaching spends time preaching the kingdom of God, presented as a healer in Christian writings, and performing nature miracles, raising people from dead, healing the sick, etc. Jesus was born by a virgin from Mary. Supposed to be a divine person. We know he is Jewish by going to attend Passover with his disciples. Catch’s attentions of roman authorities by staging a protest in the temple. Passover celebrates the liberation from Egyptian domination and slavery.  
· Passion = trial of death by Jesus
· Pesach in Jerusalem
· Crucifixion by romans, killed in the traditional roman way of executing political trouble makers - political because he claimed to be messiah
· He is later resurrected by God, raised from the dead 3 days later
· From here Christianity spreads, his rising from the dead is part of the scripture of Christians and modern day Christians disagree on how to understand this part of scripture. Did he actually start living again or is this resurrection a metaphorical way of Jesus always being present in spirit 

The work of Paul: Apostle to the gentiles, there were others but this guy we have his written stuff

Saul:  (Paul after conversion experience) A Pharisee, diaspora Jew,  (Paul is Jewish but he is a diaspora Jew) 

He writes about the risen Jesus appearing to him as he as on Damascus to persecute christens, Paul’s name changing from Paul to Saul. Abrah changed his name to Abraham, etc. this situates Paul in the stream of Jewish culture, when one has an encounter of the divine your identity changes. Stops persecuting and becomes a champion establishing communities of Christ followers 

He is from Tarsus, but he does his travelling on way to Rome and is arrested by roman people, drops off the face of the earth on his way to Spain

He is redefining Judaism to encourage the gentiles to come

He didn’t think he stop being Jewish he thought he was a Jewish follower of Jesus 
-Pauline Christianity = Greco-Roman religion
-Greece and Asia minor (Turkey) 

-No circumcision and no food restrictions (kashrut)  (biggest barriers between gentile and purity of Jews) 

-Letters in New Testament are letters he writes to different communities, keeps in contact through letters

-The Jesus movement is not growing in Jewish circles 

Christians are outnumbering Jewish Christians, demographics are switching from a religion of purity to a gentile religion (Paul’s work is a shift in Christianity, Jewish identity to gentile identity) 

Giving away circumcision and kashrut in order to attract gentiles 

Different groups of Christians trying to understand Jesus (his identity, his teachings, was he open to Jews or was he against Jews) 

Groups: all coming to different concusions about Jesus
· Gnostics
· Jesus only appeared to be human
·  1st kind of Christian group  Docetic – related to nostics, Christians who champion not faith in Jesus but a special kind of knowledge. All about knowledge, recognizes that jesus is not actually human and took on appearance of human “docetic  to appear” pure spirt, they are anti flesh and material matter
· 2nd kind  Marcion: one of the people who is trying to understand Jesus 
· Demiurges (evil) were behind creation, Judaism, and the Hebrew Bible, he is anti-Jewish. 
· rejected Gospel of Matthew from his canon
· 3rd kind  Orthodoxy (proper belief)(argued they were the proper thinkers of Jesus) and Heresy (wrong belief) 

We cannot decide on which of these groups are proper until one of them has an army, orthodox will become the official type of Christianity.
Orthodox is pro flesh he was human like us, and arguing he was Jewish and you cannot just get rid of Jewish scripture 

This all changes because of one person and that is Constantine 

Imperial Christianity:

· Christianity as minority group
· Persecution
· Constantine fighting to become emperor, night before battle he has a dream and sees a sign and it is a symbol  “chr” in English, Christian symbol for name of Christ, looks like a wheel.
· He wins the battle, gets to be emperor 
· Constantine Roman emperor 306-37 CE
· Christians with armies and power

· He institutes Edict of Milan, 313 CE (religious freedom), makes Christianity safe for the first time before that for 2 centuries it was dangerous to be Christian, and Christianity becomes bigger and bigger because of the edict of Milan, Christianity is now an imperial religion with an empire/army, 100 years before Christians were fed to lions for refusing to fight for Rome.
· Effects of Edict of Milan
· Stability across the empire
· Christianity grows exponentially
· Combination of church and state
· Political Christianity

Debates:


· 4th c.
· Arius, from Alexandria
· Argues Jesus was born like all of us, therefore there was a time when he didn’t exist. Which means is lessor than God and was not eternal but created 
· Jesus was homoi-ousion:  one being of the same similar substance to God but weren’t identical 


· Athanasius, from Alexandria (steps in to end debate)
· co-eternity between God the Father and Jesus the Son.
· Jesus was homo-ousion: one being of the same substance as God


· Nicea (325 CE)
· Nicene creed establishes the concept of the Trinity
· co-equal Father, Son and Holy Spirit. (are all exactly the same) 

“We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being (homo-ousion) with the Father…” (this creed has a political reference) 


· If Jesus is co-equal with God, what does that make Mary? Mary the mother of God as well? Some will say yes (They both are co-eternal) go back to beginning of time and con substantial, are the same. 
· Bishop of Alexandria
· Those who believe Mary was the “Mother of God” 
· They will call her Theotokos = bearer of God
· Bishop of Constantinople
· Mary was the “Mother of Christ” 
· Christotokos = bearer of Christ
· leads to the theological development of the Immaculate Conception (refers to birth of Mary being born without sin) this refers to how she is the mother of God in 1854.

*all these people are all Christians, it just goes to show how many Christians understand God and his teachings differently

theorokos wins the debate, Mary is known as the mother of God, if Mary is born with sin like the rest of us how can she really be the mother of God?  

The last debate is about the nature between Jesus’ human part and Jesus’ divine part. Christians have come to the positron that Jesus was fully human but he was fully eternal, meaning he is divine. What is the percentage of his humanity and his divinity?

Nestorius argued:
- Christ had two persons in him: human and the divine
- Only the human part was born in human part was born, and the divine part was co-eternal and always existed
- These 2 things divide him  

· He was opposed by Monophysites (mono meaning one, and physites meaning nature)
· The human element of Jesus was completely swallowed up into the divine one 
· Jesus had one nature – mono + physis.  


· Council of Chalcedon  (important point in Christian history, it’s a high point a christen dialogue –a comprise was arrived at) (last major theological debate about Jesus) and the issue of Jesus having one nature is resolved here) in 451 
· They arrive at a compromise between Rome and Constantinople 
· Jesus was one person (the mono) but with both human and divine natures in him. 

- There is always a relationship between history and theology, theology argued about christens (his identity, etc.) 

Lecture Four: September 28th, 2012

Continuing Christianity

Fall of Rome:

· Happens over a century over various groups ruin the roman empire 
· 476 C.E. declared over 
· Changed Christianity, no longer a roman empire/emperor
· There is a small universal, catholic church 
· This will step in to gaining the power for the fall of the Roman empire
· We have a holy roman empire, still have popes/bishops, bishop will become known as pope
· Any resistance to the holy roman emperor comes as resistance to the church, meaning resistance against emperor is resistance against god himself 
· Religion and politics brought together 
· Roman bishop starts to extend missions into western Europe, his power starts to grow, he starts to become more powerful/wealthy then other bishops of equal status, resulting in assuming a greater degree of authority than in the past
· Historically, the crusades and the split between east and west in Christianity

The crusades:

· Rise of Islam is happening at the same time, by 8th century, Islam is in Spain 
· Christianity is losing its empire to Muslim armies in 7th century 
· 11th century, things are tense in Israel between Christianity and Islam 
· Church of holy selpelcur is burned down by Muslims
· 1071 Turkish Muslims begin persecuting Christians in Jerusalem  
· In 1095 the first crusade, (only one that was in response to something)
· In 1099 crusaders win back Jerusalem, loose it again in 1187 to Muslims
· Change hands several times in next century and eventually return to Muslims
· They were complicated, mostly about christen empire and were also often about internecine debates
· 1054 brings official split between eastern and western Christianity, between bishop of Rome and other bishop

The Filioque (latin word) for (and the son) Clause: (Nicene creed) trinity  father, son, and Holy Spirit (co-eternal and con-substantial)

From: And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father

To: And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and Son 

In the Nicene Creed is a statement of belief, as vocal public statements of what they believe. 

The bishop of Rome wanted to add fifloque to the end of this, which has the father proceed from father and from the son, and the other bishop didn’t like it. 

He was excommunicated by bishop of Rome

Happens before crusader armies sack the bishop (the last straw) never will the 2 sides reconcile


· Bishop of Constantinople
· Mary was the “Mother of Christ” 
· Christotokos = bearer of Christ
· Leads to the theological development of the Immaculate Conception in 1854.
Bishop of Rome becomes more powerful than bishop of Constantinople because he cannot do missions elsewhere but Rome or into Russia/eastern Europe. The bishop of Rome and his theme for his missionizing is much bigger/wealthier in Western Europe. Bishop of Rome starts to convert Germany, France, etc. Loyalty to holy roman empire and loyalty to the church. 

· Catholic = “universal”
· Rome exercising more control, assuming central authority
· 1054 CE – official split of Bishop of Constantinople/Byzantium from Bishop of Rome
· Bishop of Rome = the Pope
· Creation of Eastern Orthodoxy and Roman Catholicism

They speak different languages, Latin in Rome and Greek in Eastern Europe. 
The roman way is to impose a new Latin language onto the people, to Romanize Western Europe. Cyril goes north into Russia, rather than imposing the Constantinople way, he learns their language and preaches to them in their language…Cyrillic named after Cyril.  


Eastern Orthodoxy:

· Cyril (826-69 CE)
· Vernacular 
· New alphabet based on Greek letters
· Their clergy has their own style of dress 
· Many eastern orthodoxies
· All united in their resistance to Rome, in tracing their theological foundation to chalcedin, and their in veneration of artistic depictions “trinity, or Jesus” lots of Gold in their art work, very distinctive
· 7th century debate about art work, whether its okay to have these images as Christians and whether its ok to use them in worship – iconoclasts vs. iconodules 
· iconoclasts: those who smash the icons , they argue that by praying in front of or to these icons your basically performing idolatry (you are to worship God and God alone) 
· iconodules: who think the icons are okay, legit, not idolatry.  (Icon supporters) they argue we aren’t worshiping the painting were worshiping God but it points us in the right direction, they won this debate. (Mostly of God, Jesus and Mary/Son)

It is with the expulsion and excommunication of the bishop of Constantinople that we move to small c catholic Church to a capital Catholic Church in Rome 

Before we had many bishops of Rome, now we have one bishop who operates in contrast to eastern orthodox church 

Next Shift:

Europe is in the midst of social/technological change and urbanization – increasing amount of people to live in cities. Urban centers grow, rural centers start to shrink, and most people want to be in cities. Literacy increases (people more interested in reading, not just for the elite), vernacular languages grow, printing press (1456).

They start reading the bible; newspaper isn’t up and running yet, they only have one book and that’s the bible and the church controls the bible

You need a priest to give you parts of the bible and to give you a framework to understand it, as the bible can challenge your faith. So priests control the bible.

Power struggle, people who want to see their bible and church saying no, and you cannot have it in the language your learning to read in (old German, old English and old French) and bible is in Latin and is the language of catholic church. It is illegal to translate the bible, and owning a bible is illegal people will get executed. 

This all comes to head with the invention of the printing press, revolutionized the world, technological shift.  The first thing printed was the bible. 
Rome is the center of the world; it is where the Vatican is, where the bishop is…Rome is building a palace for the pope, building beautiful buildings…etc. 

Books were made by hand before this
Martin Luther: Catholic Priest (1483 to 1546) CE

· Corruption in Rome
· Exploitation of Northern European churches
· Indulgences (you can buy an indulgence, get you into heaven faster and lesser years in purgatory) and this is where Rome gets all its money to make nice buildings, expand the city, etc. 
· 95 Theses of Luther (1517 CE) 
· Wittenburg
· Direct challenge and refutation of many Catholic ideas 

Intellectual debates happened on the weekend, He nailed theses to a church door, however he said something very ground shaking.

He posted 95 theses to a church door in Wittenberg; these debates are as much political as they are theological

Many people agreed with Luther, many rich people

Luther is then charged with excommunication – religious punishment, put them outside of Christianity, of the church, in this worldview if your not christen you cannot be saved. Also charged with political subversion. 

 


He stood before Diette of Worms (trial) in which he was charged with political subversion
· Charges (1521 CE):
· Excommunication
· Political subversion
· Excommunication:  Placing one outside the community of believers

What was the cause of this? Because of his 95 theses…and pretty much came down to two principles: (Latin phrases) Luther Believed that humans were saved by God’s grace, something he dispenses without you deserving it. He had a pessimistic view of humans. And by extension, Luther argued humans can’t earn gods grace, or you can’t by buying indulgences. Humans are saved by gods grace alone and by faith alone. Christians are supposed to believe in Jesus Christ himself upon his resurrection on faith alone and that is what saves them, nothing of what they do. If a belief or practice cannot be found in scripture/bible, it has no legitimacy. This was one of the major dividing points of Catholics/Protistans. Catholic church doesn’t apologize for its theology, and how it’s bigger than the bible. Prosistens will reject this, only think god is apparent in scripture. 


· Sola fide / Sola gratia
· “By faith alone” / “By grace alone”
· Humans can do nothing to effect salvation
· Sola scriptura
· “By scripture alone”
· All practice and belief must be found in scripture
· Jewish Karaites (they believe that god revealed in Hebrew bible, the ongoing revelation didn’t happen) they are responding to the Talmud – the idea that there is a supplementary revelation. They reject the Talmud, and rabbinic Judaism and its authority that it bases on the Talmud. 
· Christian Lutherans
· Muslim Wahhabis – most well known group that argued that any form after the Koran has no legitimacy. 

All three religions have some sort of group that argues the same thing; no development after the first one is not possible.

1st effect:
Luther than protests the Catholic Church and results in a reformation of western Christianity – protestant reformation 

Will then splinter into hundreds of different types of prodestan christianties 

Luther argued that the catholic priest is not the boss of everyone; he argued every believer could be a priest and have a direct line of communication with God, he said everybody could have that. They are not a mediatory between God and people. This will become democracy in a couple of centuries. Democracy replaced monarchy (kings are kings because god made them king) everyone should interpret scripture as he or she see fit. There is a positive/negative. Anyone can now start a church. 

2nd protest effect:
· Local authority = multiple splintering of different kinds of Christianity’s
· Calvin / Calvinism (Calvin argued that God knows whether we will be saved at the end of time, nothing we can do, which means I can be a murderer and I will still go to heaven)  pre destination
· Presbyterianism
· Anabaptists 
· Mennonites
· Puritans
· Quakers
· Baptists


Third effect of Luther’s protest: 

· Council of Trent – 1545-63 (met to respond to Luther many prominent protestants were invited and weren’t allowed to vote, attempted to make some sort of reconciliation, got rid of indulgences, but it was to late) when catholic church responded they did so with persecution and blood shed, which guarantees the 2 groups remain separated.
· Counter Reformation
· Too little too late for reconciliation



Protestants have no rules, they can interpret scripture however they like, Catholics have some one to enforce how they should interpret (priests) 

The next split that happens is the breaking off of the Anglican Church from Catholicism 

 The king of England, Henry VIII, has many wives and wants to divorce one of his wives but catholic church/pope says no to the king of England and he says, “piss off, I’m the king of England.” Basically the Church of England broke away from the Roman Catholic Church cause of the issue of divorce/land. They are catholic, can divorce, and can have gay/women ministers, and don’t follow authority of the pope. 

· Henry VIII
King of England
· Church of England (Anglicanism) 
· 1534 CE
· Episcopaleans (in U.S they are called this, but in Canada called Anglicans)

The queen is head of the Anglican Church – symbolic role. 
Archbishop of Canterbury the greater figure head of the church, rowan Williams, not the pope, but a symbolic leader 

Anglican communion / modern issue: Anglican church looks like it’s on the split – sexuality/same sex marriage, no pope in Anglican church so some congregates have gone the liberal route and some are conservative and say no and others are performing same sex marriages 


A collection of churches called diocese Is geographically based, organizationally administrative system. 





Modern Catholicism:

· Vatican II:  1962-65 (Was the last time the catholic church had a council of global bishops to revisit some aspects of catholic theology) vernacular language, now we have a modern catholic church in France, Canada, south America, Germany, etc. nobody wants to worship in Latin and is still the language of the catholic church. Vatican 2: They allow churches to run their service/church in the language of each community, also priest would never turn its back to the cross, disconnect from the people/to the priest, changed this and allowed priest to face his people. Music got modernized, rock bands, etc. Ways in which it didn’t: papal and falibity, when the pope speaks as pope, the Catholic Church believes it is infallible, it is directly inspired by God and not to be questioned.  Birth control is forbidden, etc., nor did women’s priest hood. Vatican 2 also reached out to other religions, had a long history of anti-Semitism, christens would pray for conversion of the Jews to Christianity. But now recognizes Judaism as a religion under God, but not to be prayed away nor persecuted. Accepted protestants too, that they can go to heaven as well. The necessity of enfant baptism – (used to think babies would go to hell if they don’t get baptized) baptism still practiced but largely symbolic now. All sign that theology develops. 


· Modernization of some Catholic practices, not others
· Ecumenical (reaching out to other religions, recognizing they have a legitimacy and its okay that they exist) 
· “Traditionalists” 
· Pope is Pope Benedict



Islam:


· Arabic-Hebrew words built on a three letter root
· S + l + m:  islam, muslim
· Islam word refers to = complete trust of and surrender to God
· Muslim = the person who submits to the will of God

· can be born into a Muslim family or community; 
· can convert by confessing Shahadah (not baptism, not circumcision, i.e. actions)
· There is no god but God and Muhammad is his messenger

· Muslim does not equal Arab
· 80% of Muslims are NOT Arab
· Muslims in:  Arab world, but also Turkey, India, Pakistan, Indonesia, Europe, Africa, US, Canada

Islam like Christianity, is a missionizing religion

In Christianity, you get baptized, in Judaism it is circumcision, in Islam there is no physical thing that happens for your body, you just recite the shaddah. Nobody gets to say haha your muslim now, the person has to have the intent of converting when saying it. (niyah = intent) 

Mohammed is the messenger of God

Indonesia has the highest count of Muslim people, following Pakistan, then India, then Bangladesh, lowest is Iran.

61% of the world’s Muslims live in 8 countries.

Talks about how we associate a look to the traditional Arab  head dress, beard, etc. 

· Arab does not equal Muslim
· Arabs can be Jewish, Christian, Muslim, Zoroastrian, Atheist 
· 10% Arabs not Muslim
· Arab = language/geography

Muslim God is not a different God, all 3 religions pray to the same God….Allah is just an Arabic word for God

Origins of Islam 

· Abraham – a wife Sarah and slave handmaid Hagar and a child with that handmaid Ishmael, then a child with Sarah who is Isaac. 
· Sarah
· Hagar
· Ishmael & Isaac – asked to leave the house upon jealousy on Sarah’s part, go south from Israel, Saudi Arabia. 
· Descendants of Isaac get called Israelites – Ishmael get called Ishmaelite’s in Saudi Arabia

Mohammed claims to be an Ishmaelite tracing his descendent back to Abraham. All three religions claim their beginning from the same person. All of their writings, Abraham is who they trace their ancestry back to, especially in the letters of Paul (in new testament, he talks about Abraham as the true model for Christians) 

Before Mohammed, the Arabian pen Sula had a religion/culture, it worshipped many gods, but also believed one of those gods was supreme – called him Allah (God). One thing that distinguished these people from Muslims that would come after them, they didn’t make a moral imperative connection to that creator God aspect of Allah.  One of moral imperatives is god/Allah being the creator of the universe. 

 Arabian Religion and Society 

· Henotheistic – Allah greatest of the Gods (believed god was the creator but didn’t connect any moral imperative to that) this makes pre- Mohammed Arabians henotheistic not polytheistic. 
· Result of Jews and Christians in Arabia (hanif) (monotheists) 



· Arab religion also worshipped three goddesses, considered to be daughters of Allah, believed the god was distant from them, far away…so they would address these lesser deities because they were closer to home. One of the key religious practices was to go to Kabah (square building) at Mecca - site of pilgrimages before he instituted it as a Muslim practice it was a standard Arab religious practice 
· A black stone (some claiming it was a meteorite) of mysterious origins is the only thing that remains in kabah now 
· Pre Muslim Arabian society did not believe in an afterlife and they had a fear of death, which Muslim cured 
· Arab society had a set of social values:  family and male honour, hospitality, defence of the socially defenceless (the poor, the widows and the orphans)
· Warlords and tribal loyalty


Muslims and Gnostics believe Jesus did not die on the cross 

Mecca – capital of Arabia 


This starts to change, just before the rise of Islam, mecca is becoming powerful and wealthy, it is the religious capital of the Arabian Peninsula, and it is economic center. Who ever controls mecca also controls peninsula economically… who ever controls mecca by this also controls it politically… by Quraysh tribe.



· Religious centre
· Kabah, pilgrimages
· Political centre
· Home of the Quraysh Tribe
· Economic centre
· Trade routes and markets

Theological Constructions:


· This period is known as: Jahiliyya, The Time of the Ignorance
· Theological construction of the past
· Muslims
· Christians
Islam brings the cure to ignorance; everything before Islam was ignorance and Islam brings enlightenment, just like Christianity 


Life of Mohammed: theological narrative of Islam (most accepted/talked about within Islam) 

· 570 CE:  born a Qurayshi (into a tribe that controls Mecca)
· Raised by uncle, Abu Talib (orphaned his father died before he was born, he was raied by his uncle, mother died to) (works in family business market trading)  
· Married Khadijah at 25 (c. 595 CE) (married a widow and she is 40, starts spending more time doing prayer around mecca, retreats, she is a wealthy widow no need to work) 
· c. 610 CE – Night of Power – Angel Gabriel appears to Mohammed, on mount Hira in a cave. And says “recite” this is the origin of the name Quran, the body of scripture, comes from recitation. Receives this message according to reports he is troubled by it, wife encourages him to have faith, the 2nd revelation is a long time coming leading him to become depressed, and eventually they start coming. The messages are about social justice. He begins his work in mecca, his criticism is against poverty, and money hoarding by the wealthy. Calling for assistance to poor/oppressed and speaking against idolatry. 
· Month of Ramadan
· Mt. Hira
· c. 610 CE – Night of Power
· Month of Ramadan
· Mt. Hira
· “Recite!”
· Qur’an = recitation
· Muhammad began his work in Mecca
· Social and religious reform 
· Idol worship and polytheism
· Care for the poor
· Assist the oppressed
· Give alms
· Direct challenge to the elite, wealthy, powerful of Mecca
· Lots of enemies, a few supporters, his wife, and close friends
· Khadijah (wife), Abu Bakr (close friend), Zayd (manumitted slave), Ali (cousin)
Quyrash will eventually go to uncle and ask him to silence Muhammad because they are irritated of criticism (kind of like Luther for catholic church as he went against society) and his uncle will refuse 

· 619 CE:  both Khadijah and Abu Talib (uncle) dies, its open season on Muhammad because no one can protect him now, will go to other people/patronage, but no one wants to make an enemy of the quyrash. 
· Support/protection system collapses
· 622 CE:  invitation from Yathrib city… (Later renamed Medina)developed a trust worthy relationship with him and ask him to be arbitrator in a long standing civil war


· Hijra:  flight from Mecca to Yathrib/Medina:  
· Becomes the start date of Islam (Anno Hijra)
· New Year on Nov 14 (=1434 AH)
· Ummah
Mohammed (prophet) and his followers go north to Yahrib, will become important city, first Ummah is established (first Muslim community), Muslim city, brings peace by 2 groups by rallying them around submission to God, where they are equal to each other. 
 Islam and its origin unlike Christianity, Islam was a political religion; it established a religious community and a political community, a constitution of medina is a testimony to the freedom of religion. Muhammad is now the prophet of yathrib – medina. There are Jews in medina, he does not ask them to switch their religion. He asks them not to anger quyrash tribe. Muhammed now needs to turn his attention to mecca, number of battles will happen between mecca and medina. Battle of Badr (624 C.E), where the Muslims are extremely outnumbered by meccans and win. Theologized, religious people interpret history religiously; Muslim narratives talk about angels on the battlefield to help the medinas win the battle against the meccans. The medinas will loose badly against the meccans. Battle of Uhud. Cleansing the kabah, amnesty is given to the meccans. Devoting the kabah to god alone, purifying the kabah making it a place of pilgrimage for god only. Muhammad returns to medina,that will be his home. He will make 2 pilgrimages to mecca before he dies in 632.  Problem arises, Muhammed is dead. 

Shia/Suni’s divison of Muslims 



Caliphate: 

· Khalifah = steward (who watches over the place not owner, Caliph)
· Imam = prayer leader (older, established in the community, speaks authoritatively)
· Rightly Guided Caliphs

· 1st Caliph = community elects Abu Bakr (ali and his supporters were okay with it)
· 632-34 CE
· Brings stability 
· Establishes Islam throughout Arabia
· Establishes bonds of loyalty and peace to Muslims 
· 2nd Caliph = Umar (more adjated)
· 634-44 CE
· Appointed by Abu Bakr (to not have dynasty…next son in line)
· Extends Islam into the Middle East
· Captures Jerusalem in 637 CE
· As Islam is starting to pour out of Arabia it establishes tradition of just treatment of Jews and Christians, because Jesus was a prophet of God and his followers should be treated with respect 
· Umar is killed by a Persian slave, a hiring committee is established to find a successor to Umar, one is uthman, very little experience and the other is Ali, who always (believed) should have been successor, tension rises with this choice
· 3rd Caliph = Uthman (ali supporters become increasingly adajated) 
· 644-56 CE
· Elected by a committee established by Umar
· Takes Islam into Asia Minor (Turkey) and North Africa
· Oversees creation of the Qur’an, he destroyed ever competing text
· Assassinated in a coup 
· 4th Caliph = Ali (cousin and son-in-law of Muhammad) 
· 656-61 CE
· Battle with Mu’awiyah at Siffin (657 CE)
· Announces an anesty for the killers of uthman, supporters of uthman feel justice is not been dead, rebellion against Ali, lead by a lady. Uthman had be caliph for 12 years, a sense of entitlement happened and it should stay in their family now..his cousin mu’awiyah wanted to be caliph. He fights with Ali for this at battle of Siffin. Instructs his army to raise their copies of the Quran on their swords. Ethical question of what to do. Humanitarian character to Ali. Decides not to declare war. Mu’awiyah becomes a self-declared caliph. Ali is killed by his own supporters. 
· Caliph = Ali (cousin and son-in-law of Muhammad)
· Assassinated by a Kharijite (group of people who kill Ali who was his own party)

Fight continues with Uthman family now with Mu’awiyah and Ali’s family and his sons (Hasan and Hussain) Hussain is killed by Yazid with a sphere and his head is paraded around in the peninsula, hussain is the grandson of the prophet, makes yazid many enemies. He destroyed the Kabah…has to be rebuilt. (not a unique experience) 

Islam Splits:

· Hasan (Ali’s son) – powerless (he is killed eventually) left to Hussain to fight Mu’awiyah’s son Yazid (family battle) happens at battle of karbala 
· Mu’awiyah has already set him self up as Caliph
· Loses Caliphate to Mu’awiyah
· Rise of the Umayyad tribe
· Skirmishes between supporters of Ali and Umayyads
· Battle of Karbala in 680 –Husayn (Ali’s last surviving son) vs Yazid


· Shi’at Ali = Party of Ali = Shi’a / Shiite
· Umayyad Dynasty represent Sunni
· Shi’at Ali – Party of Ali
· Caliphate should have always stayed in the family of Muhammad

We have a total split between Sunni and Shia, tensions building, cooperation between Ali and other Caliphs, once the battle happens the split is final. Versus eastern orthodox and roman Catholicism, certain point where there is no going back. 

Shia I’slam (quietism) some groups respond to strife, lay low. (miniority) 
· Sunni:  who trace their authority/heritage Rightly Guided Caliphs
· Sunnis: have caliph and imam
· Shi’a:  Imam (who descend from Ali) (back to Ali) 
· Just imam - Divinely mandated leader, have a unique connection to God through blood they share with the prophet, Ali has 2 connections to the prophet – as the son of Abutulab, makes ali his cousin, ali marries one of Muhammad’s daughters. (explains why ali is so important in shia thinking) 

Shia – Islam Divisons 
· Ali – fourth Caliph, first Imam
· All Shi’a agree on the legitimacy of the first four Imams
· Ali,  Hasan,  Husayn,  Ali-Zayn

Problem at the 5th Imam – 2 sons in contention, Al-baqir (older son) and in most schools that puts you in line to be the successor, but his mother is a granddaughter of Ali. (has age on his side and he has a blood relation) obious contender to be successor, but Zayad leads a revolt against the uhmines, that marks him as a better successor (felt by some people) a group of followers will develop of him as the 5th caliph, Zaydis (the group) 
5th Imam:  Zayad vs. al-Baqir
· Zaydis:  Shi’a sect who followed Zayad as 5th Imam
· Rest of Shi’a follows al-Baqir as 5th Imam

6th imam: Jafar names his next son to be his next successor (musa) next imam 

Shia- islam Seveners 
7th Iman:  Ismail  (eldest and dies before jafar) vs. Musa
· Isma’ilis: Shi’a sect that traces Imamate though Isma’il’s sons
· Also called “Seveners”
· Rest of Shi’a follows from Musa


· Ali
· 2. Hasan
· 3. Husayn
· 4. Ali-Zayn
· 5. Al-Baqir		      Zayad (Zaydis/Fivers)
· 6. Jafar
· 7. Musa			  Ismail (Isma’ilis/Seveners)
· 8. Imams 8-11
· 12. Mehdi (Imami/Twelvers) disappears 5 years after he is born

Shia Islam: Twelvers 
· 874 CE:  12th Imam 
· Occultation:  hiding (darkness) 
· Develops tradition of Babs = gates (though the 23th imam is somewhere the babs act as communication conduits between him and the shia community, call it the lessor occultation, greater occultation begins when the line of babs ends a 4 
· Greater and Lesser Occultation (total darkness) no form of communication between 12th imam and shia community, shia belief is that the 12th imam will return at the end of time, jesus will return as well, but muhammed cannot because he did die. 
· Mahdi = Messiah complex/beliefs (all three religions hold this) messiah is going to be some sort judge/freedom/deliverer 
· Ayatolla Khomeini (Iran) (was proclaimed by his followers as the messiah) 
· Twelvers also called Imami Shi’a  
· Shi’a make up ~ 20% of Muslims


Umayyad Dynasty 661-750 C.E (which has the fastest growth) in 113 years, the Muslim empire is going to grow from Saudi sole to reach include all of Spain in the west and reach into France border, and expands militarily to as far as India 
· Islam spreads to 
· Spain in the West
· Iran and Pakistan in the East
· Stopped from taking France in 732
· 691 CE:  Dome of the Rock on the Temple mount in Jerusalem was built (took over Jerusalem) (Al-aqsa Mosque) dome of the rock sits where the jewish temple used to sit. Really shows how this one very point is a flash point, holy site for both Jews and Muslims and Christianity enters because Christianity in its mythology, Jesus is going to return, and it’s the state of Israel is going to return. But for in order for it to return, Jews cant believe in God. Zionism exists in Christianity as well as in Judaism. A lot of people want the dome of the rock to diminish because they need it to be gone for their religion to come back to life (Jesus) etc. 

· Damascus -- Umayyad capital (ends in 750) starting to show signs of breaking down and decimated by the Abbasid clan (great blood shed) take over Islamic world 
· Islam spreads by military expansion, trade, and teachings

Abbasid Dynasty (750-1258) 

· Abbasids:  competing clan
· Massacred Umayyads in 750, took control
· Establish Baghdad as capital

· Height of Abbasid Dynasty:  800s (represents golden age for many Muslims) period for height of medicine, math, education, economy, science, etc. 
· Height of Muslim culture and learning:  political, legal, philosophical, theological, scientific, mathematical
Muslim expansion into different places happens in this movement, there all Christian before they’re Muslim, conquers Christian empires and meets Christian cultures, and practices and is changed because of this. Islam encounters Christian mystic. Asetics (athletic) punish the body, sleep on the ground, wear rough clothing, eat little and drink little. Aseticism in Christianity is their reaction against the corruption against wealth (a direction they disapprove of) 

Sufism: movement of people against corruption/wealth in society 

· Mystical Islam
· Protests power, wealth, corruption of mainstream Islam
· Sufis embraced asceticism, poverty
· Will not be celibate but take on many of the Christian practices 
· Dhikr = remembrance (god should be on every breath/thought that Muslim has) 
· Language of sexual love and union common among mystics (they become one with God like two lovers do) deeply intimate, become one with the divine. 
· Mystical ecstasy
· This mystical experience is called - Fana = annihilation, women tend to be mystics, same in all religions, tend to mark them as strange and counterculture and persecuted 
· One of the motivations of Sufism is the legalism of Islam  antinomianism (anti-legalism) they acted against the mainstream Islam people 

Four stages of mystical progression to come closer and closer to God:

· Pure love of God
· Ideally this brings you in to nearness to God
· Eternally mystical experience, boundaries are blurry between you and the divine – called bliss
· annihilation (fana) (like a moth in flame) they become one with god and their identity ceases to exist, this can mean that the Sufi mystic returns from these experiences saying alarming things: when people first hear them saying these things they kill them, this is worse than idolatry, but it was a misunderstanding, not claiming to be God they were becoming one with God, tortured until Al-Ghazali (revered legal scholar) becomes a mystic, he tones things down. He argues that mysticism is great but it must happen within legalistic framework of Islam. Ends period and enters mainstream Islam. Sufism is not a sect it is a practice, tendency, not a sect like Shia and Sunni. Can be Shia Sufi and Sunni Sufi
· Whirling dervishes  most known in the west for being Sufi’s  (constant spinning, revolving around a center of guys then going in a circle to initiate the universe) mystical oneness with god is through dance/movement. Rumi is the Muslim world’s Shakespeare. 
· “How great is my majesty” 
· “I am the absolute truth”
· Al-Ghazali, 11th c.

Islam in Crisis:

Ghenis Khan (leader in Mongolia), 13th century, Mongolia comes and takes over the whole world. The Abbasid empire collapses and ghenis khan leads the Mongols. 1258 Bagdad fall, no more Muslim empire. 

· Fatimid / Seljuq mini-empires
· Abbasid Dynasty seen as Golden Age (esp. 750-950 CE)

· Mongols converted:  Three Empires (1500s - )
· Mughal Empire in India and east
· Safavid Empire in Iran 
· Ottoman Empire in Turkey and Eastern Europe
· A new empire rose “quickly”  business mogule… built over night essentially (new word from this time period) 
· Mughal Empire (TajMughal) most associated with Mongol empire 
· 

East and West (three new Muslim empires developing out of the Mongolian conquest) Islam moves into a period of conservatism, golden age is behind, its expertise in fields are behind it, now, Christian Europe is in its enlightenment (renaissance) is now advancing in its learning, science, education, etc. Christen west is now dominate militarily. Colonialism comes with this from Great Britain. The Muslim experience is one of quietism, doesn’t really do much with arrival of christen Europeans, not in any position to resist military, not in intellectual height historically. This starts to change in 20th century.

· Crusades – Catholic West vs. Muslim East
· Both sides come away with skewed ideas of the other
· Islam
· Period of conservatism
· The West
· Period of scientific and intellectual growth
· Renaissance and Enlightenment

Political Islam:

· Islamism – is a political ideology, all Isla mists are Muslim, develops in three stages from quietism (ignoring presence of Britain) to speaking out
· First thing that happens: Founding of Pakistan, British are influential, India is British run, founding of Pakistan is largely peaceful, lead by a poet, this creates a sense of political activism among Muslims as Muslims (founding of a Muslim country) founded on Islamic principles. First time in history a political Islam is occurring. 
· Afghan war against Russia – between 1979 and 1989 height of cold war, funneling, as many weapons as they can from freedom fighters that are resisting Russia occupation, don’t want Russia to own more territory. All the weapons have to go through Pakistan, Pakistan is starting to become militarily capable and drugs are coming through Pakistan, now is a key player between Russia and United States. Eventually Russian is expelled and total political disaster in Pakistan.  
· Palestine/Israel Conflict
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