Chapter 3: Socialization

What is Socialization important?

Socialization is the lifelong process of social interaction through which individuals acquire a self-identity and the physical, mental, and social skills needed for survival in society 
-enables everyone to develop their human potential and learn the ways of thinking talking, and acting that are essential for social living
-essential for the individuals survival and for human development
-First 3 years of life= begin to develop a unique identity and the ability to manipulate things and walk
-Essential for the survival and stability of society
Functionalist Perspective:
-Individual conforming to existing norms is not taken forgotten rather basic individual needs and desires must be balanced against the needs of the social structure 
-Socialization differs greatly from lack of society- everyone does everything differently based on culture
-Influenced by our exposure to subcultures of class, ethnicity, religion, and gender
-We all have unique experiences in our families and friendship groupings
-Groups that surround us at birth and during early childhood
-we are largely a product of our interactions with others

Child Maltreatment
Child abuse and maltreatment: refers to the violence mistreatment or neglect that a child may experience while in the care of someone he or she trusts or depends on- example parents
-Abuse can be physical, sexual, emotional, exploitation, neglect
-If abused= more than one form is usually used
-Child abuse is a complex problem that involves individual, familial, and social factors
-Sociologists argue that child abuse is linked to inequalities in our society and the power imbalance that exists between adults and children 
-Child usually dependent on abuser
-Childs vulnerability may be increased by other social factors such as racism, sexism, homophobia, poverty, and social isolation
-Aboriginal children, children from racially/ ethnic minorities, physically/mentally disabled or children living in poverty- were send o institutions= more likely to be abused 

Agents of Socialization

Agents of Socialization: are the persons, groups, or institutions that teach us what we need to know to participate in society
-Most pervasive ones through childhood= the family the school, peer groups, and the mass media

The Family
-Most important agent of socialization in all societies
-Love and nurturance we receive from our families are essential to normal cognitive, emotional, and physical developments
Functionalist Perspective: emphasizes that families serve important functions because they are they primary focus for the procreation and the socialization of children
-Usually we acquire most our beliefs and values within the family context
-Primary source of emotional support
-Especially significant because young children have little social experience beyond its boundaries
Conflict Theory: Stresses that socialization reproduces the class structure in the next generation 
-Stresses that socialization contributes to a false consciousness: a lack of awareness and a distorted perception of the reality of class it affects all aspects of social life
-Socialization reaffirms and reproduces the class structure in the next generation, rather than challenging the conditions that currently exist
-Example: Low income children don’t aspire for more 

The School
- Time in educational setting time has increased and plays a big role in the socialization of young people
-Daycare and preschool programs= more now a days
-Studies show they have a positive effect on the overall socialization of children from less-advantaged backgrounds benefit more- learn valuable experiences not available at home 
-Schools have a profound effect on children’s self-image, beliefs, and values

Functionalist say schools are responsible for:
1. Socialization or teaching students to be productive members of society
2. Transmission of culture
3. Social control and personal development
4. The selection, training and placement of individuals on different rungs in society
Conflict Theory: asserts that the educational system solidifies class inequalities in society and allows the elite to control the masses
-Stephen Richer= hidden curriculum: which children learn to value competition, materialism, work over play, obedience to authority and attentiveness 
-Therefore schools, socialize students for later roles in the work force
-Students destined for leadership/ elite positions acquire different skills/knowledge than those who will enter working and middle class occupation 
Peer Groups
-As we get older we rely heavily on peer groups as a source of information and approval about social behavior 
Peer Group: is a group of people who are linked by common interests, equal social positions and (usually) similar age
-Children: and classmates in daycare, preschool, elementary school
-Adolescences: people with similar interests and include social activities
-Adults: Continue to participate in peer groups of people with whom we share common interests and comparable occupations, income, or social positions
-Peer group agents of socialization by contributing to our sense of “belonging” and our feelings of self-worth
 -They teach and reinforce cultural norms while providing important information about acceptable behavior 
-Peer group is a product of culture and one of its major transmitters
-We must earn acceptance with peers by conforming to a given groups own norms, attitudes, speech patterns, and dress codes
-We are pressured for material possessions =we pressure our parents=that’s how they learn about the latest trends


Mass Media
-Comprises large scale organizations that use print, or electronic means to communicate with large numbers of people 
Media Socializes by: 
-Informs us about events
-Introduces us to a variety of people
-They provide an array of viewpoints on current issues
-They make us aware of products and services that will make us socially acceptable
-Entertain us by providing the opportunity to live through other peoples experiences
Sociological Theories of Human Development
-Self represents the sum total of perceptions and feelings that an individual has of being a distinct, unique person 
Self Concept is the totality of our beliefs and feelings bout ourselves
4 components of self concept:
-The physical self (I’m Short)
-The active self (I’m good at skating)
-The social self (I’m nice to others
-The psychological self (I believe in world peace) 
-It’s the foundation for communication with others-continues to develop and change throughout our lives
Self Identity: is our perception about what kind of person we are
Symbolic Interactions: we do not know who we are until we see ourselves as we believe others see us
-Gain info about us through language, symbols and interaction with others
-Our interpretations and evolution of these messages is central to the social construction of our identity  

Cooley, Mead and Symbolic Interactionism Perspectives 
Social Construction: is a term that is applied to theories that emphasize the socially created nature of social life
-Linked to symbolic interactionism 
Cooley and the Looking Glass Self
[bookmark: _GoBack]Charely Cooley=Looking-Glass: refers to they way in which a person’s sense of self is derived from the perceptions of others
-Looking glass is based on our perception of how other people think of us
0Looking-glass self is a self-concept derived from a 3 step process:
1. We imagine how we appear to other people
2. We imagine how other people judge the appearance that we think we present
3. If we think the evaluation is favorable, our self-concept is enhanced. If we think the evaluation is unfavorable, our self-concept is diminished
-Our sense of self is not permanently fixed; it is always developing as we interact with others 

Mead and Role-Taking
-George Mead linked self-concept to:
Role taking: the process by which a person mentally assumes the role of another person to understand the world from that person’s point of view
-Usually done through play and games as children try different roles and gain an appreciation for them
Significant others: are those persons whose care, affection, and approval are especially desired and who are most important in the development of the self
-When we can represent ourselves in our own minds as objects distinct from everything else-our self has been formed
-“I” is the subjective element of the self that represents the spontaneous and unique traits of each person
-“Me”: is the objective element of the self, which comprises the internalized attitudes and demands of other members of society and the individuals awareness of those demands
3 Stages of Self-Development
1. Preparatory Stage: Until age 3, interactions lack meaning, and children imitate the people around them. Children are preparing for role taking
2. Play Stage: 3-5, children learn to use language and other symbols, thus enabling them to pretend to take the roles of specific people
-Begin to see themselves in relations to others, but don’t see role-taking as something they have to do
3. Game Stage: Begins in early school years children understand not only their own social position, but also the positions of others around them
-Games are structured and competitive and involve a number of players
-Become concerned about the demands and expectations of others and the larger society 
-Generalized other- refers to the child’s awareness of the demands and expectations of the society as a whole or other child’s subculture 
Social Psychological Theories of Human Development

Freud and the Psychoanalytical Perspective 
-Sigmund Freud known as the founder of psychoanalytic theory 
-Freud says human development occurs in 3 states that reflect different levels of the personality, referred to as the ID, the ego, and the superego 
ID: is the component of personality that includes all the individuals basic biological drives and needs that demand immediate gratification 
Ego: Is the rational reality- orientated component of personality that imposes restrictions on the innate pleasure-seeking drives of the ID
Superego: (conscience) consist of the moral and ethical aspects of personality

Piaget and Cognitive Development
-Pioneer in cognitive development
-Cognitive theorists are interested in how people obtain, process and use information-how we think
-Relates to changes over time in how we think
-Children’s activities are governed by their perception of the world around them 
1. Sensorimotor Stage (0-2): Children understand the world only through sensory conduct and immediate action because they cannot engage in symbolic thought or use language
2. Preoperational Stage (2-7): Children start to use words as mental symbols and to form mental images
-Limited in their ability to use logic to solve problems of to realize physical objects may change in shape or appearance while still retaining their physical properties 
3. Concrete Operational Stage  (7-11): Children think in terms of tangible objects and actual events. They can draw conclusions about the likely physical consequences of an action without always trying it out 
4. Formal operational stage (12-adolescence): By this stage, adolescence are able to engage in highly abstract thought and understand places, things and events they have never seen. They can think about the future and evaluate different options or courses of action

Kohlberg and the Stage of Moral Development
Carol Gilligan= Major critic of Kohlberg’s theory of moral development
-She thought his model was developed solely on the basis of research with male respondents
-She thought men were more concerned with law and order but that women tend to analyze social relationships and the social consequences of behavior
-She identified 3 stages in female moral development

1. Women is motivated primary by selfish concerns
2. She increasingly recognizes her responsibility to others 
3. She makes her decision based on her desire to do the greatest good for bother herself and others
-Men: What is the fairest thing to do?
-Women: Who will be hurt least? 

Gender Socialization
Gender socialization is the aspect of socialization that contains specific messages and practices concerning the nature of being female or male in a specific group or society 
-Important in determining what we think the preferred sex of a child should be and in influencing our beliefs about acceptable behaviors for males and females 
-Infants; parents are more rough with males
-Girls and boys get to do different things
-Schools, peer groups and the media also contribute to gender socialization
-Media provides subtle and not so subtle messages about “masculine” and feminine behavior 
Socialization through the Life Course
-Every time we experience a change in status we learn a new set of rules, roles and relationships 
Anticipatory Socialization: The process by which knowledge and skills are learned for future roles   
Rite of Passage: based on age or other factors, which publically dramatizes and validates changes in a persons status

Infancy and Childhood
-Symbolic interactionism emphasize that during infancy and early childhood family support and guidance is crucial to a child’s developing self 
-Children that grow up in fear, danger and risks that are created by parental neglect (abused children) experience low self-esteem an inability to trust, feelings of isolation and powerlessness and denial of their feelings 

Adolescence
-Anticipatory socialization often is associated with adolescence where many young people spend much of their time planning or being educated for future roles they hope to occupy
-While developing their own identities, some young people come into conflict with parents, teachers, authority figures who attempt to restrict freedom
-Everyone’s adolescences experiences varies according to their ethnicity, class and gender  

Adulthood
-Difference between child and adult socialization is the degree of freedom of choice
-In early adulthood people work toward their own goals of creating meaningful relationships with others, finding employment and seeking personal fulfillment
Workplace/ Occupational Socialization: is one of the most important types of adult socialization
-Wilbert Moore divided this into 4 phases:
1. Career choice
2. Anticipatory socialization: learning different aspects of the occupation before entering it
3. Conditioning and commitment learning the ups and downs of the occupation and remaining committed to it
4. Continuous commitment: remaining committed to the work even when problems or other alternatives may arise 
-Erikson noted the difficult changes in adult attitudes and behavior occur in the last years of life, when people experience decreased physical ability, lower prestige and the prospect of deals 
Social Devaluation: wherein a person or group is considered to have less social value than other individuals or groups
-Is especially acute when people are leaving roles that have defined their sense of social identity and provided them with meaningful activity 


Resocialization:
-Is the process of learning a set of attitudes, values, and behaviors, that is new and different from those in ones previous background and experience
-May be voluntary or involuntary
Voluntary Resocialization  
-Resocialization is voluntary when we assume a new status (student, employee, retiree) of our own free will 
-Can involve medical or psychological treatment or religious conversion-a persons existing attitudes, beliefs, and behavior must undergo strenuous modification to a new regime and new way of life

Involuntary Resocialization
-Resocialization occurs against a persons wishes and takes place within:
Total institution: a place where people are isolated from the rest of society for a set period of time and come under the control of the officials who run the institution 
-People are stripped of their former selves or depersonalized through a degradation ceremony 
-Their official identification is a number 
-They must leave behind their personal possessions and their family and friends
-The institution attempts to build a more complainant person
-They encourage conformity to intuitional norms
-Point to reform persons so that they will conform to societal standards of conduct after their release 
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