
LECTURE 2: EARLY GREEK HISTORY AND GREEK MYTHOLOGY 


Bronze Age

The finding of bronze was A huge breakthrough in about 3000 BC, provided people with hard metal that was easy to make. 
Was extremely easy to mold
Each kingdom has bronze and bronze is the “magic” weapon to create power in wealth in centralization. 
The first great kingdom to arise in the bronze age is Suemena + Akkad (later becomes Babylon), Egypt, and The Minoans of Crete
The Minoans of Crete at this time are not Greek -1900 BC, arise as an imitation of Egypt 
The Minoans of Crete - the emerging Greeks will copycat their technology and religion. 
Bronze Age civilizations that arise: Mesopotamia, Egypt, Minoan Crete, Hittites of Asia (noq known as turkey), and the Mycenaean civilization of Greece 

The Minoan Civilization of Crete: 1900-1490 BC

The Minoans of Crete - the emerging Greeks will copycat their technology and religion 
Called the Minoans because they came to modernize in the year 1900 AD, British archaeologist named sir Arthur Evans had a theory that some greek stories were real due to the Minoans 
King Minos - the son of zeus, wealthy and powerful king on the island of Crete. 
Crete was not a rich place. The idea of a wealthy place on Crete did not make much sense in the time of Plato or Aristotle. 
Evans goes to the capital of the Minos Kingdom, Knossos, in 1900 AD. Within a few days he starts to undercover evidence of a civilization in the bronze age. He found a palace that may have been the model of the labyrinth in greek mythology. Finds evidence of limestone, navy worships, etc. Starts to realize that this is all behind the greek myths.
Evans named the civilization Minoans.
A ceramic figurine shows either a woman or a goddess. Either a human priestess, or a goddess. Wearing a typical Minoan costume for an upperclass lady, holding two snakes, a feline is sitting on her head (a lion). Often called the snake goddess, shows worship of wilderness by female priestess. 
Picture of the top of gold ring - seams to show that there is a religious ceremony going on. There is a female goddess who is being worship by three women. The women are bare breast in the Minoan fashion. 
Can be concluded that there was archaeological evidence found that depicted the worship of a female goddess that was commonly used by the Minoans.
A wall painting from the place called the Fresco, shows the famous and myserteous ancient and Minoan practice of bull leaping/bull dancing. This is something that went on in the court in some of the big court yards in the palace. A bull is seen with an acrobat/dancer that has jumped over bull horns and is bolting over creatures back and is heading towards back of creature. Conveys a charging bull as the dancer is heading towards the acrobat. The dark skin (dancer hoping bull) means he is a male, therefore, he is leaping towards the female due to the fact that the female has white skin. (Men are showed with dark skin, women are showed with light skin). Sport may have been a religious right to somehow capture the energy of the bull by fooling him.
Minoans were commonly known to worship bulls and cows, would be a high end sacrifice to the gods, bull is associated with god Zeus and Poseidon.
A minion picture shows people waving goodbye from the palace as the ships are heading out. The next picture shows the ships going towards somewhere, maybe Asia Minor, one of the greek islands, etc. The last picture shows boat showing up on island, we do not know what it means but is an image of power and extension. Is in line that king Minos was a commander on sea.

The Mycenaean Civilization of Mainland Greece: 1600-1200 BC[image: ]

arrived by copycatting the Minoans 
Were Greeks
Mycenaean are Greeks, the Minoans are not Greeks
In 1876, a rich archaeologist named Heinrich Schliemann had a theory (before Evans, this is how he got the idea), had a theory that what if King Agamemnon was real. What if there was an expedition of greeks that went to troy and had a war. When he started digging, he found proof of very rich and advanced civilization in Mycenae, found buildings in limestone, broke into tombs that were filled with fresh gold, bronze swords, carved ivory. Proved that Mycenae had been the capital of a extremely rich and powerful civilization. 
Was named Mycenaeans because it was found in Mycenae 
Agamemnon was a king of Mycenae. (You have to know where this is!!!!)
Castle surrounded by heavy wall of limestone
Found a gold face and believed that it was Agamemnon, ended up being the death mask of a Mycenaean king, often referred to as the dead mask of Agamemnon
The lion gate - there is a famous carve emblem of lions above the gate, the lions have lost their heads and are flanking the image of a pilar (all carved out of limestone), serving the king of Mycenae 
Found a sword that had an image of a lion hunt (a male lion), shows square and hour glass shapes. Greeks carried a big square shield, anticipates some of what is to come in the trojan war due to its photos
Lions play a big roll in greek mythology and in greek art and here is an image of a lion - did ancient Greece really have lions? Yes, the lions were probably real. 
An image of a goddess from Mycenaean archaeology, dressed in a manner of the Minoan, art starting to copy Minoan art. In the image, she is flanked by two lions, there is a human male worshipper that is saluting her. She is receiving his worship. May be a nearly form of the “the lady of the animals”
We know they were greek because they left behind writings on clay tablets that were written in Greek, called Linear B (found this out in 1950)
Tablets also tell us the name of Gods, shows the ancient lists of the Olympian Gods. There is a line up of what they were worshipping in 1200 BC and what they were worshipping in 200 BC. The only named that is missing is the goddess Aphrodite.
The archaeology tells us that the civilization arises in 1600-1200 BC, in 1200 BC it is destroyed 

The top Mycenaean cities:

Mycenae - the most rich and powerful of Greece at the time
When taking about Mycenaean, were talking about the culture not just Mycenae 
Pylos 
Thebes
Iolkos
Athens
Corinth
Tiryns
These cities will also be the most important in greek mythology.

Mycenae and Thebes had two wars
At this time, going from city to city was the same as going a totally different country (i.e. no civil rights)
Found Mycenaean artifacts on Asia Minor and Cyprus due to their ventures for war trying to dominate tray groups 
The reason Mycenaeans were so into going eastward is because they were looking for copper and tin (which makes bronze), this is why they were trying to get to Cyprus because they were trying to get a hold of copper (the word copper derives from Cyrpus which was ancient latin)
If you were a mycenaean king, tin was your headache. Tin came to the Mycenaean really far away. Some sources were Afghanistan and England.
Mycenaean kings started to come under pressure because they could no longer give tin to their people, start to undergo some social unrest where a revolution occurs
Lack of tin was caused by the wars and violence happening in the middle east during 1250-1200 BC
In 1220, Mycenaeans decided to fight Troy in order to open up their imports from the east to obtain tin, this is believed to be a real life Trojan war
By 1200 BC, the Mycenaeans cities are crashed down into their ruins other than Mycenae (which is later destroyed in 1150)
Factors include the conflicts between cities 

The Greek Dark Age and Oral Storytelling: 1200 (1150??? Idk he confused me) -750 BC

the bronze age is now over, the long-distance trade routes for tin and copper are now all gone
Linear B is now forgotten, there is no writing, money,  safety, peace, bronze - called the dark age because we have lost a lot of archaeological information, nothing can be recovered, everything basically goes “dark”.
There was only oral storytelling
They were building in wood, mud brick, leather, canvas, living in villages that were in the wrecked palaces 
1100 BC - living on the outskirts of wrecked Mycenaean palaces, there is social organization in a very local level, there is a chief that has a sword that’s handle is gold and is worth more than the city
Due to the fact that there was no written language, only stories, looking around at the limestone, the sword the chief has, and the palaces around them, there was constant wonder as to why they were so poor and those who used to lived there were once so rich, they began to believe that those who lived there before were the children of the God’s. The only explanation is that hey must have had a different relationship with the God’s.
This is the beginning of Greek Mythology
Gods will live forever, below them are the heroes who will all die because they are not God’s, but they do have special abilities. 
Heroes are usually the sons of God’s. Their father (sometimes mother) has slept with a mortal human
Mythology became an attempt to those now living in the ruins as to who the Mycenaean people were, how they accomplished so much, and what had happened to them
Believed that the God’s were disgusted with the Trojan war, and decided that they would no longer mingle on earth and impregnant human woman and perpetuate the species of the heroes 
“1220 BC - The Trojan War” is believed to be the end of the race of the heroes 
The Mycenaeans then became the “hereos” of Greek mythology
During the dark age, these stories were maintained by oral story tellers, they weren’t only maintained but they were also flourished. 
These stories were maintained by a professional kind of story teller called bards (oral poets) , in greek called aoidoi (also known as singers) or rhapsoidoi (stitchers of song). Would be an expert on all of the old stories.
A bard can tell the same story two nights in a row and the story will change. This is because they would have to tell the stories spontaneously by memory and would have nothing written.
800 BC - 600 BC - the invention of the Greek alphabet, they copy it from the phoenicians of Lebanon
Once given literacy, the Greek’s are now starting to write down their stories about the God’s and the heroes in order to serve as a sort of photograph to capture these stories. There were now mass copies of these stories, this is why we have so many greek mythology stories now because these stories were still being told during this time but they were now being written down
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