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Objectives for today

*Explain why experiments are the ideal
research design

*Be able to define and use the concept of
internal validity

*Describe ethical concerns in
experimentation
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What is the cause of the difference in 2
outcomes?

Experiments try
to simulate this
scenario by
creating equivalent
groups in which
the only difference
isin the
independent
variable
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Experimental designs &

©®Manipulate the independent variable
« Set specific levels of the i.v.

®Random assignment of participants to
levels of the manipulation

» Each participant has an equal chance of being in
any group (level of the i.v.)

©Control extraneous relevant variables

Experimental designs maximize
internal validity
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Taking care of the auditors An
experimental design?
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Ethics of experimentation

«Coercingindividuals to participate

*Not allowing participants to withdraw
*Notrevealingtrue purpose of experiment

*Not explaining procedures to be followed
«Exposure to physical/mental stress, hazards, etc.
*Debriefing participants after experiment
*Withholding benefits from control groups
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