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[bookmark: _GoBack]Family: Social group of people related by ties of marriage (conjugal) and/or blood (consanguineal)

Household: residential unit where economic production, consumption, inheritance, child rearing and shelter are organized

Types of Families
Conjugal/ Nuclear
Conjugal pair and offspring
Stem 
Single parents and offspring
Extended
Includes kin beyond nuclear family
Polygamous
Incorporates multiple spouses
Polygynous- multiple wives
Polyandryous- multiple husbands 

Post Marital Residence Patterns
Matrilocal
Live with /close to bride’s parents
Patrilocal
Live with/close to groom’s parents
Ambilocal
Live with either bride or groom’s family
Neolocal
Couple establishes own household
Avunculocal
Lives with groom’s mother’s brother

Haryana: Subsistence and Economy
Intensive agriculture
Rapid increase in food production since 1965
Introduction of high yield varieties 
Women contribute less directly to subsistence than men
Wheat is main crop
Dadi’s family- Jat (caste) farmers
Average landholding 2 acres; Dadi’s family 30 acres

North Indian 
Joint family
Advantages and disadvantages
Patrilineal; patrilocal

North India Marriage
No cousin marriage
Village exogamous
Caste endogamous
Patrilocal
Joint family household

South India Marriage
Parallel cousin preferred 
Wives from close villages; known families
Caste endogamous
Patrilocal
Joint family household 

MOVIE WATCHED IN CLASS- DADI’S FAMILY 
Dadi- Grandmother
Dada- Grandfather
Beti- Daughter
Banu- Daughter in Law
Meneral- Eldest Son
Darshini- Meneral’s wife (3 sons, 1 daughter)
Mohindar- Second Son
Sita- Mohindar’s wife (2 sons, 1 daughter)
Rajindar- Youngest son, college graduate, marriage pending
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Marriage
Culture institution which is backed by social and legal forces
Control sexual access to limit conflict and spread disease 
Facilitate exchange of economic products and services 
Prolonged care of human infants
Create alliances; facilitate cooperation among groups

Defining Marriage
No distinct marriage definition
Same sex controversies in North America
Gay marriage in Canada is legally sanctioned but not socially welcomed 
Variation and changes in definition
Process of change- contested
Controversy

Marriage Process
1) Find potential spouse/ spouses
2) Secure marriage 
3) Maintain marriage

Explanation of Incest Taboo
Inappropriate spouse
Genetic: Inbreeding, enhances negative genes in population
Instinct/ Avoidance: brother + sister
Social: Creates conflict
Cooperation: Mate with other family units

Number of Spouses
Monogamy- 1 spouses
Serial Monogamy- 1 spouse in sequence
Polygamy- More than 1 spouse
Ideal?
Polygyny- more than one wife
Polyandry- more than one husband (e.g. Khanna)

Polygyny is common and preferred, desired norm
Expensive
More labour power within household
More offspring
Women find that reduces workload in home
“Sisters”- keep bonds in family, SORORAL POLYGYNY
Conflict between wives

Polyandry is rare!
E.g. Nepal
Occurs in “shortage” of women 
Pressure on land (both have access to wife, share workload)

Whom to Marry?
Exogamy- marriage outside “the group”
E.g. Khannna, Shahargaon 
Endogamy- within a group of individuals
E.g. marriage within a caste group

Levirate- widow marries brother of dead husband to preserve household and land
Sororate- widower marries sister of dead wife

Arranged marriage
Do not end in divorce, do not want to shame family
Can choose
Love marriage
Impractical to some 
Cousin marriage
Parallel cousin: Child of mother’s sister, father’s brother
Keeps in male lineage 
Cross cousin: Child of mother’s brother, father’s sister
Expands social relations

Same Sex Marriages
E.g. Nandi
Agro-pastoral, Polygynous
Property controlled by men (inheritance via sons)
Problems for sonless wives
Assume male identity; becomes a female husband 
Provides status and access to male husband’s property
Provides good marriage status to wife- legitimacy for children 

Marriage Exchange (Securing the marriage)
Bride Price (exchange of wealth from groom to bride)
Compensation for lose of person from kin group
Children belong to husbands group
Bride Service (groom goes to work for bride’s family)
Weeks, months of labour
Could continue after marriage
Compensation and get to know son in law
Dowry/ Groom Price (woman’s inheritance to her or husband/ husband’s family)
Bride can control dowry
Outlawed in 1961
Size linked to husband’s social standing
Negotiable
Debt?
Husband’s family could request more dowry, threaten bride
Responsibilities of bride/ groom families
Declaration of permanent union
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Support/ solve problems beyond means of family and household
Kinship
Consanguineal (Blood)
Affinal (through marriage)
Fictive kin- treated as kin but no relation e.g. family friend
Focal point of social organization in pre-industrial societies

Descent group- based on genealogical connection to common (real or mythical) ancestor

Function of Descent Groups
Provide Aid
Identity
Security
Intergeneration transfer of productive resources (land) and cultural knowledge (rituals, religion)
Access to land and labour
Support old and sick
Help with marriage (determine who can marry)
Post marital residency related to systems of descent
Patrilineal> Patrilocal
Matrilineal> Matrilocal
Ambilineal> either
Bilateral> Neolocal (own household)
Help with life transition such as death

Unilineal Descent Groups 
Mother- Matrilineal
Father- Patrilineal
Double Descent- both

Kinship Chart
Ego- focal point of chart 
B- Brother
Z- Sister
H- Husband

Double Descent (double lineal)
Both patrilineal and matrilineal 
Patrilineal controls land and agriculture
Matrilineal controls livestock and tools
Differences in ceremonies and gathering 
Rare
E.g. Yakö (Nigeria)

Ambilineal
Non unilineal or cognatic
Flexible
Choice of group affiliation
E.g. Samoans

Lineages
Group of people related through a known ancestor
Corporate descent group- exists through time
Consanguineal kin who can trace genealogical links to common ancestor
Own property
Regulate relations with others
Exogamous 

Clans
Descent through common ancestor BUT exact genealogical links are unknown
Lacks unity
Does not hold property
Mostly ceremonial or extra support
Usually exogamous
Result of split of large lineages 
Clan identification often reinforced by totems
MOIETY>PHRATRY>CLAN>LINEAGE
E.g. New Mexico
Pueblo People; Tewq- have summer and winter people, split ceremonial responsibilities 
Clans provide access to different regions

Bilateral Descent
Affiliates person with close relatives through parents of both sex
Kindred: group of people closely related to one living individual through both parents
Ego- centred: never the same for any two people except siblings
“Kin-Keeper”- Social capital is tracked (older females keeps track of kindred history)

[bookmark: _WNSectionTitle_3][bookmark: _WNTabType_2]Kinship and Descent	Nicole Kuntz







Reflects type of descent group
Eskimo or Lineal- Bilateral descent
Uncle- Parents’ male sibling
Aunt- Parent’s female sibling
Cousin- Parents’ siblings’ children

Hawaiian- Ambilineal Descent
Every adult generation has same status as MOTHER or FATHER
Ever person in same generation has same status as BROTHER or SISTER
Suggests closeness in relation

Social Groups and Associations
Provide structure for other activities
Exclusions of some people
Members with common characteristics (age, ethnicity, gender, interests)
Provide sense of pride/ belonging 

Achieved vs. Ascribed Membership
Achieved: Must achieve something to gain status
Ascribed: Given status

Age Grades
Individuals more through age grades as a group (similar to grades in school)
Aid in transition from one life stage to another
Members in group/ grade remain close through life
Teach skills, provide economic assistance
Age Sets- People who move through Age Grades
Not exact same age
E.g. Nyakuysa (Tanzania)
Patrilineal, patrilocal cattle herders
Live in village with same age set
Moving to next age grade= ceremony
Patrilineal groups do not live together

Common Interest Association
Linked with rapid social change and urbanization
Similar values/ morals= belonging, finding mate
Increasingly assume roles formerly played by kinship or age group
Membership may range from voluntary to legally compulsory
Decrease in conventional association, increase in online association

Social Stratification Criteria
Wealth
Legal status
Birth
Personal qualities- gender, race, ethnicity

Stratification and Level of Inequality
Egalitarian society- Not stratified, members enjoy equal access to resources and status position
Rank Society- Differs in prestige/ status according to series of recognized, ranked social groups
Class Stratified Society- Set of family enjoy equal resources, based on wealth

Class Mobility- Open vs. Closed Class
Open Class Mobility (achieved)- Movement possible from class to class (degree related to education, family, wealth)
Closed Class Society (ascribed)- Movement seldom possible, structure is ridged
Caste- a social system in which membership is determined by birth and fixed for life

Indian Caste Categories
Caste endogamy- Marry within own caste
Brahmins- Priest, farmer, money lender
Warriors- KACHHI, farmers
Artisans- KHHAR, labourer
Labourer- DARZI, tailor, labourer
Untouchables (Scheduled caste)- DHOBI, washer man

Jats (Shahargaon+ Karimpur)
Debates where fit in caste system, some argue that not part of caste
Predominantly farmers
Among wealthiest in Haryana

Jajmani System (India)
System of long term economic patron/ client relations between families based on caste

Jajman: Patron who served for Kamins
Also connected with ritual system
Obligations/ rights both ways
NOT PREVALENT TODAY 
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