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Opposing Viewpoints Study Guide


Youth Pathway to Prostitution - There is a strong link between childhood abuse, running away, situational poverty (low income, marginal skills, unemployment, inadequate services and a steady demand for sex) and entering into the sex trade.
“Regime Shopping” – The process by which corporations will search for countries / foreign governments that will allow them to conduct their businesses in an economically ‘efficient’ manner

Feminism - Feminism refers to a set of theories about women’s oppression and a set of strategies for achieving liberation

Primary deviance – According to Lemert’s labelling theory, there are two types of deviance. Primary deviance is the initial action of an individual that elicit  social response. They are random and occur for a variety of reasons (does not define you)

Secondary deviance – Problems that arise out of social response to primary deviance; official responses can fundamentally change a person, shaping their character and understanding of themselves. They begin to self-identify as criminals.  

Instrumental Marxism - Instrumental Marxists believe that the state and law are in direct service of the capitalist class (the rich and powerful members of society). 

Structural Marxism – Structural Marxists believe that the state and law work on behalf of, but are not directly controlled by, capitalists. The law cannot be too blunt an instrument of oppression, or else people would revolt against it. By giving government and law a measure of justice and legitimacy, it will stop people from asking too many questions. 

De-Criminalize – De-criminalization is a process whereby criminal charges for an activity (such as smoking marijuana) are removed. The substance is not ‘legal’ per se, but there are simply no rules or regulations around it.  Hackler advocated for the decriminalization of drugs. 

Legalize – Legalization is process whereby the activity (such as smoking marijuana) becomes a totally legal substance, which can then be bought and sold, regulated, and taxed by the government. 

Fraser Committee – Government committee that looked at issues of adult prostitution. 

Badgley Committee – Government committee that looked at sexual offenses against children and youth; studied youth prostitution. 

First degree murder – Planned and deliberate murder, with a minimum life sentence (25 years before parole). 5% of the 600 homicides per year are 1st degree murder.

Second degree murder – Intentional homicide (but not planned or deliberate), with a minimum life sentence (10 years before parole). 30% of 600 homicides per year are 2nd degree murder. 

Manslaughter – Voluntary or involuntary murder, can either be caused by passion / provocation, or accidentally. 60% of homicide cases are manslaughter. 

Infanticide – A woman who causes the death of her newly-born child, not having recovered from the effects of childbirth. Maximum sentence of 5 years; very rare. 

Serial murder – When one individual targets and kills other individuals repeatedly over time (such as Picton)

Mass murder – When an individual targets and kills a large number of individuals in a single incident (such as 9/11) 

Cycle of violence – The phenomena whereby children who are abused often grow up to abuse others, such as their own children. 

Victim – A person to whom harm was done or who suffered physical or emotional damage as a result of the commission of an offense; if the person is dead, ill, or otherwise incapacitated as a result of the crime being committed against them. 



Hierarchy of justice - In a court room, the hierarchy of justice goes: Judge –> Jury –> Defence attorney (who represents the accused) and the Crown attorney (who represents the state); the victim is not represented in this scenario. 

Bill C-10 - A new crime bill introduced by the Conservative Government of Canada which calls for more prisons, tougher sentences for youth, mandatory minimum sentences and allowing greater access to information for victims. Stephen Harper likes ignoring academics and logic when he makes policy. 
Victim’s Movement - Movement for victims rights than began in the 1980s. The system isn’t designed to support victims; they even have to “apply” to be considered a victim and apply to submit an impact statement. Spawned the Federal Crime Prevention Strategy in 1988, which aimed to achieve recognition of victim’s rights. 

Corporate crime – Systematic, every day operations in organizations designed to benefit the organization itself, such as polluting or producing faulty products. 

White collar crime – People who use their positions of power to commit criminal acts designed to improve their own personal wealth (for example, embezzlers) 

Mala in Se – Crimes that are morally offensive to all people, regardless of context. For example, murder and rape. 

Mala Prohibita – Crimes that are ‘illegal’ because they have been deemed to be problematic for some reason, but are not morally offensive in and of themselves. For example, a person walking across a street is not morally offensive, but J-Walking is against the rules because it can cause problems. 

Crime - Crime is a social construct (not a fact), which reflects a society’s understanding of what constitutes mala in se and mala prohibita forms of deviance. 

Dark figure of crime – Much of crime is unknown to police. This is called the “dark figure of crime”. Police can reduce the dark figure of crime in certain areas, but in doing so might increase it in others. For example, if police shift their focus to drug crime, they will reduce the dark figure of drug crime, but may neglect other areas. 

Deterrence – The idea that the punishment should outweigh the pleasure of a crime in order to prevent others from committing the crime (general) and the offender from re-offending (specific). In order for a punishment to deter others, it must be public, prompt and certain and laws must be clear, simple and socially accepted.

Unified Crime Reports – Since 1962, police in Canada have had to follow guidelines regarding crime statistics called VCRs. These are uniform procedures developed by Statistics Canada and analysed by the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics. 

Theoretical crime funnel – This is a theoretical funnel from actual crime to prison sentences which illustrates why “offenses known to the police” is the best level at which to rapture crime statistics. 

Consensus philosophy – Acts are defined as crimes because they offend morals and we all agree they are bad; all guilty offenders are punished according to the law. The lower class are more likely to commit crime, and crime is a problem that needs to be addressed. 

Conflict philosophy – The interests of the ruling class define crime; the ruling class violate with impunity while the lower class are punished and there is no consensus around crime. The lower class are more likely to be labelled as “criminal”. Crime is a reaction to social conditions and depends on political and economic structures. 

Actus Reus – The guilty act

Mens Rea – The guilty mind

Justice – Justice defies straightforward definition, but may involve human rights, fairness or just deserts. Justice can range from formal to information. There are five types of justice: criminal justice, civil justice, regulatory justice, restorative justice and social justice. 
Civil / Tort law – The branch of law dedicated to dealing with personal arrangements, individual contracts and other individual vs. individual issues (like suing somebody for libel)

Administrative law – The branch of law dedicated to regulatory concerns; noncriminal regulations developed at a provincial level that deal with mala prohibita issues in society

Criminal Law – The branch of law governed by the Criminal Code of Canada. Offenses are “against the state” rather than against individuals. There are three types of offenses in criminal law: indictable offenses, summary conviction offenses, and dual procedure. 


Indictable offense – Most serious criminal offenses, including rape, murder and kidnapping.


Summary conviction offense – Crime you’re more likely to get fines for than jail time. These crimes are less serious and carry a maximum sentence of 6 years jail time and/or $2000 fine. These include crimes like nuisance crimes and communication for the purposes of prostitution. 


Dual procedure offense – The crown has the option to pursue the offense as either one or the other of the above (indictable offense or summary conviction offense).

Common law – Common law is judge-made law or “case law”. Essentially, the Federal government will introduce a law but leave it purposefully vague, allowing judges (through a series of cases which establish jurisprudence or “precedence”) to interpret the law according to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. 

Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms – One of the most important laws in Canada, developed in 1982. It empowers judges to declare laws are invalid and/or reinterpret laws. It ensures our rights to religious freedoms, safeties and securities.

Donald Marshall – Aboriginal man who was wrongly accused for a crime and spent 16 years in jail in Nova Scotia.

David Milgaard – Wanderer who was wrongly accused of rape and murder and spent 23 years in jail; police targeted him and ignored other evidence. 

Steven Truscott – Young boy who was wrongly accused of rape and murder of a classmate; the police had ‘tunnel vision’ and ignored any counter-evidence. 

Crude Crime Rate - # of crimes reported in a year / estimated yearly population x 100,000

Clearance rates – Police efficacy is measured by clearance rates. These are expressed as crimes solved / crimes known. 

Hazardous products - Products that harm or kill consumers. There are 30,000 deaths and 20 million injuries annually from hazardous products sold in North America. 

Observational studies – Studies about criminology which view crime in its natural setting. These come in the form of first-hand accounts, and academic studies wherein theorists immerse themselves in communities they wish to study.

Victim Surveys – Victim surveys ask for information about experiences of victimization over the course of the “past year”. These surveys are conducted by phone and ask many questions about peoples’ victimization. Primary example: The Canadian Victimization Survey (1982). 

Self-Report studies – Studies wherein people are asked to confess their crimes. Usually highschool students are asked these questions. 

Maturational reform – The phenomenon of declining crime rate as people age. 


Protection of Sexually Exploited Children Act - An Alberta government act which gave power to police to “detain” youth prostitutes and provide “treatment” against their will. 

Bhopal Disaster - An example of corporate crimes against the environment. Union Carbide Corporation mismanaged their plant in Bhopal India, and toxic chemicals spilled into the air causing thousands of deaths and long-term health issues for those who survived. 

Workplace injuries / fatalities - When unsafe working conditions cause death or injury. In Canada, one employee is injured every six seconds and a death occurs every 2 hours (3rd leading cause of death) - about half of these are due to negligence.  The occupational death rate is 7 / 100,000 compared to only 2 / 100,000 for murder rate. 

Fraser Committee - Committee formed by the government to look at the issue of adult prostitution. Argued that soliciting laws failed to meet objectives and ended up dehumanizing and victimizing prostitutes. In the long term, it advocated for programs to address social and economic conditions faced by prostitutes; in the short term it advocated for government establishing areas in the city (or private dwellings) where prostitution can occur. Government responded with the communication laws, which simply made matters worse.

Badgley Committee - Committee formed by the government which looked at the issue of youth prostitution. Found that a majority of young prostitutes are women, and a surprisingly large percentage are under the age of 16. Recommended criminalizing pimping, procuring and providing youth prostitution; made matters worse by recommending criminalizing the trade. 



Reed Paper -Between 1960 and 1972, Reed Paper discharged 900 kgs of mercury into surrounding water systems in Dryden Ontario, devastating the environment and local Aboriginal populations. Government did not hold them accountable. Example of the second type of corporate crime - crimes against the environment. 

Sydney Tar Ponds - 1990s, Sydney Steel Corp dumped 700,000 tons of carcinogenic waste into waters near downtown Sydney. Caused the closing of the lobster industry. While they were seen to have violated the Clean Air Act and their employees died of cancer at a disproportionate rate, they were never held accountable. Example of the second type of corporate crime - crimes against the environment. 

Ford Pinto Case - Ford produced a car called the Pinto in the 1960s to capitalize on the new interest in compact cars. It had a faulty gas tank, but rather than fix it, Ford calculated that it would cost less just to sell them and then pay damages after the fact. 500 killed or maimed.  Nobody held accountable. Example of the third type of corporate crime - crimes against consumers. 

Carragh Resources - 1988, a $100M coal mine project was installed in Nova Scotia. It was heavily funded by public and private interests, despite the fact that the area of the mine was known to be unstable and dangerous. Despite warning signs, nothing was done to improve safety and in 1992 there was a methane explosion that killed 26 workers. It was proven that safety precautions were not taken and workers were intimidated into accepting unsafe conditions. Nobody was held accountable. Example of the fourth type of corporate crime - crimes against employees.

Memory Fade - The process by which minor incidents are forgotten.

Telescoping - The phenomenon wherein people will report serious old crimes as being more recent (for example, somebody who was robbed 2 years ago might say they were robbed in the past year when called for a victimization survey). 

Albert Cohen - Wrote Delinquint Boys (1955), where he argued that working class school children were measured by the middle class measuring rod. When they failed to achieve the middle class cultural goals, they become frustrated, reject those values, and develop intensified, inverted “contraculture”. Subculture Theory. 
Emile Durkheim - Provided a starting point for those looking at anomie / strain. Felt that society lacked regulatory strength and argued that the transition from mechanical solidarity to organic solidarity caused anomie. 
Robert K. Morton - Strain theorist who modernized Durkheim’s ideas. Said that anomie lead to frustration and unfulfilled promises; strain in society is caused by the conflict between goals (“get rich”) and means (minimum wage labour) 
Kramer & Michalowski - Examined the ability of corporations to influence government laws and policies, and how governments provide legal, economic and political support to corporations. Said there were two types of corporate crime: state initiated and state facilitated. 

Cloward & Ohlin - Wrote Delinquincy and Opportunity (1960), in which they argued that people have differential opportunity to participate in legal and illegal opportunities. People are blocked in these pursuits in different ways. There are three main crime patterns. There is something pathological about society that creates criminals. 
Lemert - Labelling theorist who discussed two types of deviance: primary and secondary. Felt that we cannot separate crime from the reaction to that crime. 
Chicago School - Those who believed that something is pathologically wrong with society, and that community has a major influence on our behaviour. Theorized that we should adopt the human ecology approach to understand crime. Crime occurs because of a breakdown of social organization.
Shaw & McKay - Developed the theory of city “zones” and theorized that the transitional zone was the most crime-prone. Ecological approach. 
Oscar Newman - Wrote Crime Prevention through Environmental Design, in which he argued that we can use architecture, lighting and other strategies to create defensible spaces. 
Lawrence Cohen & Marcus Felson - Wrote “Routine Activities”, in which they argued that the spatial distribution of a people determines crime patterns. Availability of a target, absence of guardians and presence of motivated offenders = criminogenic situation. 
Paul and Pat Brantingham - Discussed the “Geometry of Crime”, claiming that criminals selected targets based on their “awareness space” and that people generally commit crimes in their comfort zones; our life occurs where we work, live and play. 
Austin Turk - Felt that criminality is a status conferred by authorities on subordinate groups; laws are what make criminals. Level of conflict between authorities and subjects is what determines the crime rate. 
Karl Marx - Believed the economy underpinned (and ‘determined’)  all other social institutions, such as education and religion. Felt that the dominant bourgousie design the legal and criminal justice systems to benefit themselves at the cost of the subordinate proletariat and lumpenproletariat. For structural / instrumental Marxist comparisons, see definitions. 
Quinney - Critical radical theorist who developed three types of crime theory: crimes of capital, crimes of repression and crimes of despair.  Crime will disappear with death of capitalism. 
Neil Boyd - Wrote ‘High Society’, in which he concluded that alcohol and tobacco actually cause FAR more deaths than marijuana, cocaine, amphetamines and heroine combines. Called into question our priorities around the criminalization of substances. 
INSITE - Vancouver’s safe injection site; shown to have decreased public drug use, rates of HIV infections and overdose deaths. 
Chris Bruckert - Interviewed 43 sex workers involved in POWER and concluded that street walkers were the most marginalised, and that criminalization makes it much harder for them to get the protection they require. 
Lombroso & Ferrero - Wrote The Female Offender, in which they argued that women are inherently vengeful and criminal and we need to control them with social prescriptions and moral teaching to curb their violent natures. 

Dalton - Wrote Premenstrual Syndrome in the 1960s in which he/she argued that hormonal imbalances in the menstrual cycle render women irrational and nonresponsive. 

Pollack - Wrote Criminality of Women in the 1960s, in which it was argued that women compensate for a lack of physical strength with sneakiness and subversiveness; a woman’s deviance is rooted in her physiology. 

Adler - Wrote Sisters in Crime in  1975, in which she theorized that the women’s revolution had freed women to commit more crime than before. 

Carol - Wrote Smart Women, Crime and Criminology, in which it was argued that women needed to be taken seriously, and that legal reforms should be implemented to protect female survivors of violence and sex assault. 
Glover
- Adopted the Psychopathology of Prostitution perspective, in which he argued that women get into prostitution due to unresolved sexual tension. 


Burley & Symanski - Adopted the sociological approach to prostitution; argued that prostitution results from the male demand to procreate and that women use this to their advantage by selling sex to them. 
Kingsley Davis - Adopted the functionalist perspective of crime; argued that prostitution serves a function in society by allowing men to fulfill their biological imperatives without challenging the status quo. 
Paul Tappan – Founder of the “legal violations” perspective, one of the 9 ways to understand crime. Tappan (1947) felt that “crime is an intentional violation of criminal committed without defense and penalized by the state”. 

Edwin Sutherland – Founder of the “crime as social injury” perspective, one of the 9 ways to understand crime. Sutherland wrote Principles of Criminology (1945), in which he claimed that for a behaviour to be considered a crime, it must be: legally described as socially injurious, and there must be a legal provision of penalty. Developed the theory of differential association in 1939 (“any person can be trained to adopt and follow any pattern of behaviour”. 

Thorsten Sellin – Founder of the “crime violates social norms” perspective, one of the 9 ways to understand crime. Sellin (1938) argued that we must go above the law to understand crime, and instead look at cultural norms. 

Leslie Wilkins – Founder of the “crime as anomalous behaviour” perspective, one of the 9 ways to understand crime. Theorized that all behaviour fell on a continuum from serious crime à versus the law à sin à normal behaviour à virtue à altruism à saintly behaviour and that it followed a bell-curve (meaning that normal behaviours are most common, and behaviours at the extremes are least common). 

Howard Becker – Founder of the “crime as labelled stigma” perspective, one of the 9 ways to understand crime. Becker wrote Outsiders (1963), in which he argued that “the deviant is one to whom the label has been successfully applied”. 

Herbert & Julie Schwendinger – Founders of the “crime as human rights violation” perspective, one of the 9 ways to understand crime. Argued that the denial of human rights should be the basis of criminalization. 

Paddy Hillyard – Founder of the “crime as social harm” perspective, one of the 9 ways to understand crime. Thought that we must move beyond debates about what crime is, and focus on how people experience physical, financial, psychological and cultural harms.

Taylor, Walton & Young – Founders of the “crime as protest against oppression” perspective, one of the 9 ways to understand crime. Wrote The New Criminology (1973) wherein they argued that crime and other deviances should be understood as expressions of human behavior, and justifiable protest against injustice. 

Michael Lynch – Founder of the “crime has harms to the environment” perspective, one of the 9 ways to understand crime. In 1990, argued that harms against humanity, environment and non-human animals by powerful organizations should be the primary concern. 

Jean Baptiste Della Porta – 1535 to 1615, considered the first criminologist. First theorist to adopt an individualistic notion of crime. 


Adolf Cutelay – First to look at crime statistics like ‘homicide rates’.  

Rick Linden – Identified six major areas of criminology: definitions of crime, origins and role of law, social distribution of crime, causation of crime, patterns of criminal behaviour, and societal reactions to crime. 

J.P. Rushton - Wrote ‘Race, Evolution and Behaviour’ (1999), in which he theorized that some races were more evolved than others (in descending order - Asians, Whites, Blacks). Totally racist. 
Sigmund Freud - Felt that the causes of crime were psychological. Important theories: 5 stages of development, and three components of personality.



Anderson & Anderson – Questioned why marginalized people are more often wrongfully convicted, and theorized that something more than human error or random chance must be involved (2010). 

Donald Marshall – Wrongly convicted. Aboriginal in Nova Scotia who served 16 years in prison; later it was determined that racism lead to his wrongful conviction. 

David Milgaard – Wrongly convicted. 16-year-old who spent 23 years in jail to rape and murder; eye-witnesses were intimidated, and other suspects were ignored. 

Steven Truscott – Wrongly convicted. 14-year-old who spend most of his life in prison for the rape and murder of a 12-year-old classmate. Evidence against him was thoroughly discredited, and the police had “tunnel vision”. 

Caron – Wrote “Go Boy!”, a 1st hand account of his life as a career criminal; an example of ethnographic research. 

Reid – Wrote “Jackrabbit Run”, about his experiences with a bank robbery gang called the Stopwatch Gang; an example of ethnographic research.

Kirkham – Wrote “Signal Zero”, in which he tried to demystify the role of being a police officer. This first hand account from a criminal justice official is another example of ethnographic research. 

William Gordon West – Conducted a study of thieves, observing and conducting interviews with them. He concluded that thieves (1) require few skills, (2) get little income from theft, (3) subscribe to a moral code, and (4) shun violence. 

Cesare Beccaria - Wrote Essays on Crime and Punishment, an influential work in the classical period. Seven main ideas: no one should be exempt from the law; there is consensus about the need to protect property and persons; to prevent a ‘war of all against all’, we freely enter into a social contract with the state and give up some freedoms; punishment must be exercised by the state to deter crime; punishment must be proportional to the crime; there should be as little law and as much due process as possible; all individuals are responsible for their actions and all should be treated equally
Jeremy Bentham - 1748 to 1832, developed prescriptions for fitting punishments to crimes and deterring criminals who rationally use the hedonistic calculus; utilitarian
Cesare Lombroso- Wrote L’Uomo Deliquente (1876). An Italian doctor who worked with both soldiers and prisoners and decided to compare them. Concluded that criminals were “atavists” (less evolved people) who display physical marks of their criminality called “stigmata”. 
William Sheldon - Developed the theory of somatotypes in 1950). An example of 20th century positivism. 
Hervey Cleckley - Theorist who adopted a psychological theory of crime. Wrote The Mask of Sanity, in which he claimed that an underdeveloped superego produced psychopathy. Called this state “moral insanity”. 
Hans Eysenck - Wrote Crime and Personality in 1977 in which he theorized that there were three personality types: extraverts, neurotics and psychotics. An example of a Psychological Cause of Crime theory. 
Kohlberg - Developed his theory about the three stages of moral development: preconventional, conventional, postconventional. An example of a Psychological Causes of Crime theory. 
Walter Reckless - Control / Containment theory, claimed that there are two types of control that keep us in check: outer control and inner control. 
Travis Hirschi
 - Control / Containment theory. His social bond theory maintained that our closeness to society saves us from entering into criminality. The social bond has four components: attachment, commitment, involvement, belief. 
Sykes & Matza - Explored the consciousness of delinquent and were interested in “subterranean values”; people who justify their behaviour can drift into a life of crime
C. Wright Mills – Conceptualized crime as a “private trouble with public roots”; emphasized the need to look at crime through a sociological lens. 

Rod Stamler - Studied the group attributes of organized crime, and determined that: their activities are conspiratorial, at least part of their activities involve violence or threats, activities are methodical and disciplined, and there is a complex organizational structure that insulates the “higher ups”. 

Thomas Gaber -He argued that theft is actually very common; Canadian retailers lost $1M per day to shoplifting and employee pilfering results in $2 - 10 billion in losses annually. 
Neal Shover -In Great Pretenders (1996) he argued that poverty is the key ingredient in property crime; property crime can become a means to maintain an alternative lifestyle of drug use, for example.
Jack Katz - In Seductions of Crime (1988), he wrote that shoplifting and burglary are done for the thrill of it (it’s a recreational activity). 
Gwynne Nettler -Wrote Lying, Cheating and Stealing (1982) in which he argued that robbery is akin to gambling (short term gain but long term losses). 
Desroches and Gabor - Argued that most bank robbers work alone, stand in line, are unarmed, don’t use disguises, pass a note to the teller and get under $2000 per robbery. Most robbery is relatively unplanned. Robbers apply moral standards to their crimes (avoiding small businesses, elderly people, etc.). Robbery is thrill-inducing but not lucrative. 

Socially constructed myths about crime:
· 
Crime is violent and rampant
· 
Crime is a “lower class” phenomenon
· 
Youth crime is out of control
· 
Stranger danger dominates
Consensus vs conflict perspectives
	Consensus
	Conflict

	Acts are defined as crimes because they offend basic human morals (we all agree they are bad)
	Interests of the ruling class define what crime is (socially defined)

	Guilty offenders should be punished according to the law
	The ruling class violate with impunity while the lower class are harshly punished

	Lower class is more likely to commit crime
	There is no consensus about crime

	Crime is a problem that needs to be addressed
	Lower class is more likely to be labelled “criminal”

	Criminal behaviour is learned / socialized
	Crime is a reaction to social conditions

	All societies have crime and need crime (they allow us to understand the difference between right and wrong)
	Crime depends on political and economic structures


9 ways to understand crime
1. Legal violations (Paul Tappan)
· 1947, views crime as “an intentional violation of criminal law committed without defence and penalized by the state”
· Consensus view - it is not a ‘crime’ unless there is an explicit law against it
· Crime has four elements: a law, actus reus, mens rea and capacity
2. Crime as social injury (Edwin Sutherland)



· 1945, ‘Principles of Criminology’
· Encompassed more than just criminal law, adding unethical and injurious business practices (regulatory law) into the scope
· Crime has two elements: a legal description of the act as socially injurious, and a legal provision of penalty
3. Crime violates social norms (Thorsten Sellin)
· 1938, argued that we must go above law to understand crime; we need to look at conduct norms
4. Crime as anomalous behaviour (Leslie Wilkins)
· Argued that all conduct falls on a continuum (a bell curve) with normal behaviour in the centre and rare behaviour at the extremes

· Continuum moves from serious crime, to versus the law, to sin, to normal behaviour, to virtue, to altruism, to saintly behaviour. 
5. Crime as labelled stigma (Howard Becker)
· 1963, wrote Outsiders in which he argued that “the deviant is one to whom the label has been successfully applied”
· Focused solely on the labelling process and how this creates criminals
6. Crime as human rights violations (Herbert & Julie Schwendinger)
· 1975, argued that the denial of human rights should be the basis for criminalization
· Looked at political and institutional activities that violated human rights
7. Crime as social harm (Paddy Hillyard)
· Wrote ‘Beyond Criminology’, in which he argued we must look beyond crime and focus on the harms people experience
· There are four types of harms: physical, financial, psychological, cultural safety
8. Crime as protest vs. oppression (Taylor, Walton & Young)


· 1973, wrote The New Criminology, in which they argued that crime and other deviances should be understood as expressions of human behaviour / justifiable protest against injustice
· Crime emerges out of conflict between oppressors and the oppressed
9. Crime as harms to the environment (Michael Lynch)
· 1990, argued that harms against humans, the environment and animals by powerful corporations is criminal
· Advocated for better laws and social movements around eco-crime

Rick Linden’s 6 Major Areas of Criminology:
· Definitions of crime and criminals 

· Origins and role of law

· Social distribution of crime

· Causation of crime

· Patterns of criminal behaviour

· Societal reactions to crime


Three Branches of Criminology
1. Sociology of law - interested in why some acts and not others are crimes

2. Social defence (criminal justice) – interested in how crime can be prevented

3. Theories of crime causation – interested in why people commit criminal acts

Five types of justice
1. Criminal justice 

2. Civil justice 

3. Regulatory justice

4. Restorative justice (dialogue, reparations)

5. Social justice effectiveness 

Four official functions of criminal law
1. Maintain social control

2. Discourage revenge

3. Express public opinion / morality (define what we believe)

4. Deter criminal behaviour (general & specific)

Three types of law
1. Civil / tort law – personal arrangements, individual contracts, suing people for libel, etc.

2. Criminal law – Criminal Code of Canada, includes indictable offenses, summary conviction offenses and dual procedure offenses

3. Administrative law – Regulatory noncriminal regulations developed at provincial level

Criticisms of Deterrence Theory (5) 
· Prisons can reduce deterrence

· The rational choice model is too simplistic

· Detection is problematic (most people don’t get caught, or think they will get caught)

· Punishing is expensive, and recidivism is still very high

· Punishment creates inequality; it doesn’t rehabilitate

Criminal defences (9)
· Insanity

· Mistake of fact

· Intoxication

· Necessity

· Provocation

· Duress

· Self-defence

· Battered woman syndrome

· Autonomatism

Two levels of analysis of wrongful convictions
· Structural – societal inequalities on class and race lines

· “On the ground” issues – issues with administration of justice, such as tunnel vision, untrained lawyers and judicial malpractice

Four Approaches to Understanding Crime Statistics
1. Prima Facia – Take statistics at face value, “what you see is what you get”

2. Constructionist-institutionalist – Assume that statistics reflect the priorities of law enforcement agents

3. Structural – Assume that statistics reflect broader social context

4. Integrationist – Assume there is some value to all above three approaches

Three different alternatives to official statistics
1. 
Observational – Studying crime in natural setting, including 1st hand accounts

· Caron’s “Go Boy!”, Reid’s “Jackrabbit Run”, Kirkham’s “Signal Zero”, William Gordon West’s study of thieves

2. 
Victim surveys – Surveys of victims 

· Born out of the victims rights movement; asked about their experiences of victimization

· Canadian Victimization Survey (1982; 61,000 Canadians) 

3. 
Self-report studies – Asking people to self-report their criminal behaviour

· People asked to report their own crimes

· Minor; usually youth; confirms that we’re all criminals


Theoretical Perspectives on Criminal Behaviour
· Classical – Theories which assume that individuals have free will and make choices rationally based on principles of maximizing pleasure and minimizing pain

· Positivist – Theories which assume that individuals are ‘predestined’ for crime by their biology and/or social conditions

Crime and Criminal Justice Trends (10)
· Homicide rates (peak rate in the 1970s, decrease since then)

· Relationship of victim to offender in solved murder cases (only about 15% of murderers are unknown to their victims)

· Canadian Crime Rates – Types of Offenses (most offenses are nonviolent and property related; those offenses which are violent are most often minor)

· Crime rate by province (crime rates decrease from North to West to East)

· Men / Women (men commit significantly more crime than women, particularly violent and sexual crime)

· Age of criminals (crime rates peak between age 15 and 22, and decrease after that)

· Household victimization (people in urban neighbourhoods, living in dwellings for short periods of time, living in row housing are most likely to be household victims)

· Violent victimization (young men, people who go out more often, people in urban areas, single people, and people with very low household incomes are most likely to be victims of violent crime) 

· Admissions to corrections (people in remand, on probation and serving provincial / territorial sentences represent a vast majority of people in prison)
· Aboriginals (across every province, aboriginals represent a significantly higher percentage of the prison population than of the population in general; 3% of population, 18% of people in federal prisons) 

Problems with official statistics: numerator (number of crimes reported in the year)
· It is unclear what counts as a crime (how many ‘crimes’ do you report if there is one aggressor but many victims, or vice versa?)

· If many crimes occur in a string (breaking and entering and assault, for example), only the most serious crime is recorded.

· Crimes are counted using “clearance rates”, which are not always a reliable picture of actual crime in society



Problems with official statistics: denominator (population)
· Some sex offence rates would be doubled if only men were counted
· The denominator “mix” changes across time and space and can give the misleading  appearance of less criminality



The Classical School vs. The Positive School
· The Classical School developed in the Enlightenment Period in 1700s Europe. The central idea is that must protect rights of individuals versus corrupt and arbitrary governments and laws. There is a central belief that people are free-willed and rational, and choose to commit crime willingly based on the perceived rewards it will provide. Central figure: Cesare Beccaria. 
· The Positive School developed in the late 1800s with the Italian School of Criminal Anthropology. The central idea was that people who commit crime are “different” from others, biologically and/or psychologically, and that we can discover (using science) this difference. Central Figure: Cesare Lomroso’s L’Uomo Deliquente.  



Positivism’s five main principles:
· The idea of natural crime should replace legal definitions (individual criminality should be determined by the subjective judgement of experts)
· Criminology is a science
· Paramount question concerns the individual origins of crime
· Deterministic belief that people are compelled to commit crime by internal and external conditions (criminals are not rational)
· Response to crime should be individual treatment (rehabilitation), not punishment, until the person is cured

Theoretical Crime Funnel
· The criminal justice system is a crime funnel

· Actual Crime –> crime detected –> crime reported –> crime recorded –> arrests –> trials –> convictions –> dispositions

Freud’s Five Stages of Development:
· Oral

· Anal

· Phallic

· Latency

· Genital

· Theorized that getting caught in any one of these stages and not resolving the corresponding issues would result in pathologies and criminal behaviour

Freud’s Three Components of Personality:
1. ID - Subconscious drives (“pleasure principle”)

 

2. EGO - Conscious negotiator between ID and SUPEREGO (“reality principle”)
3. SUPEREGO - Conscience, moral thinking, partially conscious / unconscious 

Hans Eysenck’s three personality types:
1. Extraverts (under-stimulated and seek arousal)

2. Neurotics (overstimulated, become touchy and compulsive)

3. Psychotics (lack empathy)

Kohlberg’s 3 Stages of Moral Development:
1. Preconventional (morality defined by rewards vs. punishments)

2. Conventional (morality is doing what others expect)

3. Postconventional (morality based on social contract and wider ethical values)

William Sheldon’s Somatotypes
· Endomorphs - Soft, round body, jovial and friendly (Jonah Hill)

 

· Ectomorphs - Frail and delicate, withdrawn and over-sensitive (Woody Allen) 

· Mesomorphs - Heavy muscle, active and assertive, aggressive, most likely to be violent (The Rock)

Sociological Theories of Crime:
· Control / Containment - Instead of asking “why did Fred commit crime?”, these theorists ask “why don’t we all commit crime?”; Walter Reckless & Travis Hirschi

· Drift / Neutralization - Most of us learn the norms of society, but criminals are able to rationalize and justify their violations; people who justify their behaviour “drift” into a life of crime; Skyes & Matza 

· Subculture - Raises criminological theory to the level of the social; operates on the assumption that some groups fail to absorb (or actively resist) the dominant value systems of society; Albert Cohen

· Differential Association - Crime is a learned behaviour; there is something pathological about a community that causes crime, we can all become criminals, people are just exposed to learning opportunities and then have those ideas reinforced; Edwin Sutherland

· Anomie / Strain - We need to look at disorganization in society to understand crime; as society becomes more industrialized, this causes more strain as people become less cohesive; Durkheim, Morton

· Labelling - Looks at how the criminal label is applied to certain individuals, and question why it is not applied to others. 

· Ecological - the idea that we ought to look at human behaviour / society in the same way we study natural ecology. This involves understanding relationships and societal organization; Shaw & McKay, Oscar Newman, Cohen & Felson. 

· Pluralist Conflict - Builds from the labelling theory to grapple with power; conflict rooted approach. Belief that conflicts between authorities and subjects is the basis for criminality. 

· Critical Radical - Focus on impact of crime and unequal distribution of power and wealth in society; to understand who becomes a criminal we must study economic structure and class composition; Marxism. 

Four Assumptions of Consensus Theories
1. Every society is stable and persistent

2. Every society is well-integrated

3. Every element in society contributes to the maintenance of the system (functionalism), even crime

4. Society is based on shared values

Walter Reckless’s Two Main Kinds of Control:
· Type 1: Outer Control - Group pressure and training that give us a sense of identity and belonging and prevent us from committing crime.

· Type 2: Inner Control - Development of a crime fighting conscience. If there is NO inner control, then outer control will be fruitless.

Walter Reckless’s “Crime Fighting Conscience” (5 features)
· Good self-concept

· Goal-directedness

· Realistic objectives

· Tolerance and frustration

· Identification with lawfulness

Techniques of Neutralization (drift / neutralization theory)
· Denial of responsibility

· Denial of injury

· Denial of a victim

· Condemnation of the condemners

· Appeal to higher loyalties

· Self-fulfilment 

· Biological drives

Four main principles of differential association theory:
1. Criminal behaviour is learned in interaction with other persons in a process of communication

2. Learning includes: defining certain situations as appropriate for deviance; techniques of committing the crime; and the motives, drives and rationalizations for crime

3. A person becomes delinquent because of an excess of definitions favourable to the violation of law over the opposite

4. Differential Association may vary in frequency, duration, priority and intensity

Robert K Morton’s Styles of Adaptation
	Styles of Adaptation
	Goals of dominant culture
	Structural means to achieve goals

	Conformists
	Yes
	Yes

	Ritualistis
	No
	Yes

	Retreatists
	No
	No

	Innovators
	Yes
	No

	Rebels
	Yes/No
	Yes/No


Cloward & Ohlin’s three main crime patterns:
1. Stable criminal pattern (exposed to illegitimate opportunities)

2. Conflict pattern (no way to achieve society’s goals)

3. Retreatists (reject both legitimate and illegitimate influences)

Four Assumptions of Conflict Theory
1. Everything is subject to change

2. Dissensus and conflict are everywhere

3. Every part of society contributes to disintegration and change

4. Society is based on the coercion of some by others

Five focal concerns of labelling theory
1. Explores the careers of criminals, which often parallel legitimate careers (labels work both in the criminal and in the non-criminal world in the same way)

2. Focuses on institutions and officials who define crime and enforce the law

3. Looks at crime as not only behaviour but also a master status selectively applied to some members of the community

4. Labelling is a self-fulfilling process

5. Concentrates on self-concept / identity of people who are defined as criminals

Shaw & McKay’s Zones:
· Zone 1: Business

· Zone 2: Transitional (where crime occurs)

· Zone 3: Working class

· Zone 4: Residential

· Zone 5: Commuter

According to Austin Turk, authorities and subjects may vary in their:
· Convergence (behavioural commitment to values)

· Organization (more organization leads to more conflict)

· Sophistication (less sophistication, more conflict)

Quinney’s Three Crime Types:
1. Crimes of capital (crimes that flow from privileges enjoyed by the rich and powerful; under-defined and under-punished)

2. Crimes of repression (harms by the powerful against the powerless; Ford Pinto, Bhopal)

3. Crimes of despair (property offences committed by the poor for survivor or out of frustration) 

Five Implications of Critical Radical Theory:
1. Street criminals are part of an oppressed underclass

2. Many criminals are political resistors challenging the status quo

3. We focus on the wrong kind of crime; more harm is perpetrated by the powerful with faulty products, pollution and workplace death

4. Changing the structure of society is the only way to eliminate crime

5. Criminologists must engage in praxis, become activists, and work for social justice

Limitations of Conflict / Marxist Theory:
1. Not all crimes are result of social conflict

2. There is consensus about some forms of crime

3. Many criminals don’t even see themselves as revolutionaries

4. Most socialist countries still experience a lot of crime

5. It doesn’t address the gendered nature of crime

Hackler’s Opinions about Drug Law (7): 

· The concept of addiction is a myth
· There is no significant difference between drug users and non drug users

· Society is hypocritical when it criminalizes some drugs but prohibits others which are even more harmful

· Social conditions and government reaction to drug use are the real problems
· Criminalization drives drugs underground and causes secondary crime

· The war on drugs hasn’t stopped substance abuse

· We need to adopt a harm reduction approach

Four pressing concerns for criminologists studying women:
1. Criminalization of prostitution and communication laws

2. Canadian sexual assault law reform (since 1983)

3. Raise awareness of spousal assault & protect women

4. Address aboriginal and other minority females in conflict with law

Hackler’s Overall Recommendations for the Criminal Justice System (9)
· Humanize the system

· Reduce costly and inefficient punitive responses

· Adopt peaceful measures

· Non-custodial solutions are preferable to prison

· Eliminate myths about criminals being different from others

· Counter the subculture of power abuse

· Improve conditions of poor and marginal
`

· Provide more opportunities to youth

· Promote lightly engaged strangers

Findings of Victimization Surveys (6): 
· Serious violent crime is relatively infrequent

· A vast majority of crime is non-violent

· Most violent & property crime is minor

· Fewer than 42% of victimizations are reported (reasons for not reporting include “not important”, “police couldn’t do anything”, “dealt with in another way”, and “the incident was personal”) 

· 93% of sexual assault is not reported; women are more likely than men to say they didn’t report it because of fear of revenge

· Young people, students and those outside the home are the most frequent victims

Why is it so difficult to control organized crime? (5)

· New opportunities arise out of technical innovation
· Globalization and transnational markets make it easier to operate outside of government control

· Criminal organizations offer status and success for many people whose opportunities are otherwise blocked (strain theory)

· There is demand for the services of illegal organizations (functionalism)

· Organized crime is sometimes tolerated when it helps to fulfill political objectives

Lowman’s Six Theories of Prostitution:
1. Biological positvism - Women become prostitutes because they are not as evolved as men (Lombroso)

2. Psychopathology of prostitution - Women become prostitutes because of unresolved sexual tension (Glover)

3. Undersocialization / disorgamization - Women become prostitutes because of disorganization (Shaw & McKay) 

4. Sociology: Sex roles as genetic imperative - Women become prostitutes because men have a genetic imperative to procreate and women use this to their advantage (Burley & Symanski)

5. Functionalist perspective: Hooker as guardian of virtue - Prostitution exists because it serves a function in society by allowing men to fulfil their biological urges without challenging the status quo (Kingsley Davis) 

6. Feminist approaches - Very different from the previous approaches; argue that prostitution occurs because of inequality, sexual commodification and patriarchy. 








The Four Ws (and one H) of Homicide in Canada
· Who - Single victims and single offenders; males between the ages of 15 and 34; undereducated people; Aboriginals overrepresented as both victims and offenders


· What - One-on-one conflicts that spin out of control; 10% of murderers commit suicide afterwards 

· Where - 3/4 of women killed in private residences, ½ of men killed in private residences

· Weapons - Handguns cause 112 homicides in Canada in 2009, compared to 9000 in the USA during the same year

· How - 36% stabbing, 30% shooting, 20% beating, 7% strangulations, vehicular and fire, 1% poison

Hackler’s Opinion about Violent Crime:
· Corporate violence is more injurious than individual violence

· Individual violence is related to poverty, rage, marginalization and despair

· Availability of guns contributes to the existence of violence

· Nations that wage war have high rates of criminal violence

· The abuse of children spawns adult violence (cycle of violence)

· To curb violence, we must nurture children, provide equal opportunity to the poor and Aboriginal populations, and work to foster a “peaceful” society

Hackler’s Opinion about Property Crime:
· We need to recognize that thieves have not abandoned moral values

· We must make sure every citizen has reasonable access to basic needs, feel tied to the norms of society, and have strong inhibitions against stealing (instilled at a young age through child-rearing).

· More punishment is not the answer

· We need to pay attention to WHY property crimes are committed 

Five different types of white collar crime
1. Financial / Economic (price fixing, illegal mergers, unfair competition, tax evasion)

2. Crimes against the environment (pollution, resource management, habitat destruction)

3. Crimes against consumers (false advertising, harmful products, price gouging)

4. Crimes against employees (unsafe working conditions, pension fund abuse) 

5. State corporate crime (concerned with the ways in which corporations and government produce corporate crime)



Four Perspectives on Women & Crime, and the 3 questions they all ask:

· Four perspectives:
· Traditional conservative
· Liberal feminism (equality)
· Radical feminism (revolution)
· Socialist feminism (all of the above + Marxism) 
· Three questions they all ask:
· Where does gender originate?
· What are the causes of gender inequality?
· How do we change the lives of women and men for the better? 

Two types of corporate crime, according to Kramer & Michalowski:
· State initiated - The state is directly involved and responsible (Challenger shuttle)

· State facilitated - The state enables the crime by not enforcing regulations or turning a blind eye

Five Theories about Women in Crime:
· Lombroso & Ferrero, The Female Offender (women are inherently vengeful and criminal and we need to control them with social prescriptions and moral teaching to curb their violent natures)

· Dalton, 1960, Premenstrual Syndrome (hormonal imbalances in the menstrual cycle render women irrational and nonresponsive)

· Pollack, 1960s, Criminality of Women (women compensate for a lack of physical strength with sneakiness and subversiveness; a woman’s deviance is rooted in her physiology) 

· Adler, 1975, Sisters in Crime (Theorized that the women’s revolution had freed women to commit more crime than before). 

· Carol, Smart Women, Crime and Criminology (Argued that women needed to be taken seriously, and that legal reforms should be implemented to protect female survivors of violence and sex assault). 
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