Chapter 7&8 Important Questions

1. Explain the difference between iconic and echoic memory
-Both iconic and echoic memory are components of sensory memory.
-momentarily preserve images in sensory memory
-iconic lasts only a fraction of a second, visual trace
-echoic lasts up to about 4 seconds, auditory trace

2. What are the 3 processes of memory and what does each involve?
-Encoding: transforming info into a form that can be stored in memory (listening, taking notes, *studying)
-Storage: maintaining (storing) in long term memory
-Retrieval: information stored in memory is brought to mind (remembering on an exam)

3. What are the primacy and recency effects?
-Primacy effect: tendency to remember initial information (if you try to memorize a list of words, it will be easier to remember the first few then the words in the middle)
-Recency effect: tendency to recall latest information (when studying for a test, the last material you looked at is often the freshest in your mind an easier to recall)

4. How are short term and long term memory different?
-Short term memory is involved in the retention of information for brief periods, where as long term memory can retain information indefinitely 
-Short term memory has a capacity of 5-9 bits of information (7+ or -2), whereas long term memory does not have this limit, so long as it is encoded properly.
-short term memory only lasts about 20 seconds 
 -within long term memory, there are “systems”.  1 is explicit/implicit memory.  The other is semantic/episodic/procedural memory

5. Explain the serial-position effect?
-directly related to question #3.  Serial-position effect states that the recall of first and last items on a list is greater than recall of items in the middle of the list

6. What are episodic memories and semantic memories?
-episodic memories are more biographical.  They are memories about personally experienced events and the contexts in which they occurred
-semantic memories are general information.  They include memories about objectives, facts, rules, concepts

7. Explain consolidation
-the process through which information in the short term memory is transferred to long term memory (so reviewing, elaborating, studying, coming up with examples, relating to older material)
8. Why should you use deep processing while studying for the final?  How 
would you do this?
· Deep processing involves encoding information by processing the meaning of information (really engaging with it, trying to understand, come up with detailed examples, etc.) instead of just skimming through information looking at surface details.  
· To study for the final, this would include doing things like re-defining terms in your own words and coming up with personal examples, finding connections between new and old material, looking up concepts that are still confusing)

9. Explain decay theory
-decay theory states that information and memory traces fade away with time.  (the “use it or lose it” explanation.  If you don’t use the information/ engage with it on a regular basis, you forget it)

10. What is a morpheme
- a morpheme is the smallest unit of meaning in a language (so in English, words like ‘a’ and ‘I’).

11. Describe language development in children
-at around 6 months the ‘babbling’ that infants do starts to resemble words in their environment 
-children typically say their first real words around their 1st birthdays
-at first, vocabulary growth is slow but speeds up around 18-24 months
-at around age 2 children begin to combine words, using telegraphic speech (omitting all but the most important content words - gets the point across, but with poor grammar)
-sentence length gradually increases, but speech still marked by over-regularizations (not aware of exceptions in grammar – ‘goose’ becomes ‘geese’, not ‘gooses’, or verb tenses – the dogs ‘runned’ instead of ‘ran’)
-syntax improves during school-age years

12. Explain ‘mental set’
- when people continue to use strategies that have worked in the past but may not be optimal anymore (just re-reading notes  might have been a good strategy on high school but isn’t anymore)

13. What is a heuristic?
[bookmark: _GoBack]-is a rule of thumb or mental shortcut used in solving problems or making decisions   examples are the availability heuristic and the representativeness heuristic
