
Summary of what we know about English stress 
English distinguishes heavy and light syllables

syllables with codas and with tense vowels are heavy, others are
light

English builds quantity-sensitive trochaic feet
extrametricality in nouns (final syllable doesn't count)
consonant extrametricality in verbs (final consonant doesn't 
count)



nouns



verbs and adjectives



Directionality
R-to-L for primary stress, in short words
in longer words with secondary stress, things are more complex

àbracadábra
Wìnnepesáukee

Secondary stress seems to be assigned L-to-R
Syllable weight also matters

Tìcònderóga

The details are very complex…



More evidence for English feet: flapping
Flapping usually applies between a stressed and an 
unstressed syllable

flapping:

no flapping:



Foot structure

Flapping applies foot-internally



Flapping or no flapping?

The consonants are not foot-internal



A bonus question (for advanced phonology)



Creek

Light (CV) syllables only



Creek

Heavy (CV: or CVC) and light (CV) syllables



More on syllable weight

In many languages, CV: and CVC syllables behave 
alike

In English and Latin they both count as heavy for the 
purposes of stress

In many of languages, there is a minimum word 
size requirement

sometimes words must have at least two syllables
lots of Pama-Nyungan languages (Australia)

monosyllabic words are allowed to be CV: or CVC but 
not CV



Latin

plenty of CV: and CVC monosyllables

only three CV monosyllables, and all three are 
clitics



Another case where CV: and CVC pattern together 
vs. CV: Ancient Greek comparatives

-o:teros after CV
-oteros after CVV or CVC



Compensatory lengthening: Komi
[l] is deleted syllable-finally
the vowel after such a deletion is lengthened



Questions:
what makes Cs and Vs 'equivalent' in cases like Komi? Why 
lengthen a vowel if a consonant is deleted?
what makes CV: and CVC equivalent in so many cases

why does the same notion of 'syllable weight' matter for several
processes in the same language?

Proposal: another level in the prosodic hierarchy between 
the syllable and the segment

an abstract representation of a timing unit, called a mora
"the thing which a long vowel has two of and a short vowel has one 
of"





Generalizations about moras:
a nucleus projects a mora
a long nucleus projects two moras
a coda projects a mora
onsets do not contribute moras (they don't count for weight)

CV: and CVC are equivalent because they have two moras, 
whereas CV has one mora
Compensatory lengthening

Moras and segments are independent (cf. autosegmental phonology)
The mora of a deleted consonant can show up as a long V



Back to Komi





Moras give us an abstrat way to represent syllable 
quantity

heavy syllables have two moras, light syllables have one 
mora
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