Stress Assignment

Homeric Infixation:

Basic -ma- Pattern:

The basic form of Homeric Infixation is to insert the -ma- (/-mə-/) infix in between the second and the third syllable of the word. The words provided in dataset (1) provide an example of this basic pattern. From a stress perspective, what's interesting is that all of these words have stress on one of the initial three syllables. 

Two-syllable words:

Words that possess only two syllables, however, do not place the infix -ma- at the end of word (which by definition  of infix would be impossible anyways). Instead, disyllabic word in which the first syllable is closed add the infix -ama- (/-əmə-/), in accordance with dataset (2). Disyllabic words in dataset (3) also insert -ama-, but do so somewhat differently. Instead of inserting -ama- between the first and the second syllable, they insert it after the onset consonant of the second syllable. Following the suffix, the reduplicate this aforementioned consonant. So for instance, for the word 'oboe', we end up with o-ba-ma-boe (Surely a much better choice than Virgil No-damna-goode (which is not proper Homeric Infixation, but I still despise the reactionary, bigoted bastard) or Mitt Romamaney, but I would take the Chom-ama-sky-endorsed Doc-ama-tor Stein, Rock Ander-ma-son, or Rose-ama-anne Barr over Obamama any day of the week).

Dataset (4) forms:

What's strange about dataset 4 is that while I would surely say Medi-ma-terranean, -ma- sounds strange after any of the other words if its used after the second syllable, as would be predicted by dataset 1. Multipli-ma-cation, Winnepe-ma-saukee, abraca-ma-dabra, delica-ma-cy, gobbledy-ma-gook, hullaba-ma-loo, navrati-ma-lova, and torrea-ma-dor all sound more natural to me than the pattern predicted in dataset 1. In each of these cases, we find -ma- being inserted prior to the stressed syllable if the stressed syllable falls after the 3rd one. 

Asheninca

Foot-type: Iamb

Non-degenerate feet are right-headed.

Directionality: L-to-R

The right-most syllable is never stressed, suggesting that the language is extrametrical. The second last syllable is never stressed in words with an even number of syllables because it is a degenerate foot. That the last syllable is never stressed and the second last syllable is only stressed when there is an even number of syllables points to a language that is both iambic and possessing left-to-right directionality. We never have a situation in which the two left-most syllables are not stressed.

Word head: right

The primary stress is on the right-syllable of the right-most, non-degenerative foot (final syllable is ignored, language is extrametrical).

Extrametricality:

The right-most syllable is NEVER stressed, the second left-most syllable is always stressed, and the second right-most syllable is never stressed in words with an even number of syllables.

Degenerative Feet:

The language is extrametrical and words with an even number of syllables do not have any kind of stress on either of the last two syllables. This suggest that the second last foot is degenerative in words with an even number of syllables.

Iterativity: Yes

Words have secondary stress.

Quantity sensitive: No

Nothing in my analysis would suggest that some syllables are counted differently from others.

