Week #4 – The Pious Age (622-661 A.D.):
Note:
· The Pious Age remains within Arabia 
· Until 660, the Arabic language was limited to Arabia (so only Jahiliyya and Pious Age)
· Because of the Islamic conquest, other territories up to North Africa, Persia, Syria, Punjab, etc. extended the Arab empire
· Focus of culture moved to Medina 
· When Islam came around, we also had the Roman empire and advanced cultures in Syria, and the Persian empire
· In Arabia, people were either Christian, Jewish, or idols (only a few for the latter)
· Coming of Islam caused a major departure in Arabic literature
· This is because the first 30-yrs of Islam was very revolutionary, and strict order of Islam was meant to be imposed 
Background:
· The prophet Muhammad (born 570) spreads the message of Islam in 610 till his death in 632
· His life was a transition to Muslim society since he was born in the Jahiliyya 
· 632-661: The Four Pious Caliphs (al-Kholafa al-Rashidoun) who succeeded Muhammad are: Abou Bakr al-Saddiq (632-634), Omar ibn al-Khattab (634-644), Othman bin Affan (644-656), Ali ibn Abi Taleb (656-661)
· Caliph = successor (comes from verb “to succeed”), it is a political world, not religious 
· Jahel = ignorant person
· Aakel = mature/adult 
· Rashid = also mature/adult 
· So jahel vs. aake/rashid are antonyms 
· This is the transition, hence why we call the caliphs “al-Kholafa al-Rashidoun”
· Pious Age = Assr al-Rashideen 
· Even the clothing standards changed 
· After 661, Arab state moved to Damascus = sharp departure (we will see this later)
· Why is it called Pious Age? Two main reasons
· Historical
· There were two pious caliphs who revolutionized the way of life 
· Literary
· Sharp departure from older literary styles 
· They dislike poetry, was forbidden unless it was praising Muhammad 
Main literary events:
· In a hitherto traditional and formant Arabia, the arrival of Islam caused a revolution in Arabic literature. The Pious Age of Arabic Literature is really about the Koran, Muhammad’s discourses (Hidtih) oratory and some poetry. The movement focused on Mecca and Medina in 622 and from there it spread to other settlements and tribes of Arabia. 
· The capital moved from Mecca to Medina in 622 (denotes victory of Islam there)
· No longer took topics of reminiscing over ruins, women, etc. 
· This is because raiding others became wrong in Islam, can’t attack brothers in Islam
· Poets lost their job 
· Poetry disappeared, but was followed by more influential works in literature 
· During the four pious caliphs, poetry lost its paramount value in Arabia, nut three other forms of Arabic literature appeared and played a major role in the maintenance and development of Arabic:
1. The Quran: Islam’s Holy Book, revealed in the Arabic language of the period 610-632 (from the beginning of his message till death through the Angel Gabriel) 
2. The Hadith, wise sayings of Muhammad in 610-632, collected in the next 100-years and became part of the Muslim tradition
· In the thousands
· First collection of Hadith was made only 100 years after his death 
· But then exploded to hundreds of thousands, so the early ones are taken more seriously 
· The Hadith have higher Arabic value, and instructional 
· Reliability? People had great memories back then, and his companions (sahaba) always were with him, who remembered and spread his sayings
· Some were written right away, drafted his letters to the tribes 
· More proof: the first collection beings distinctly; “told by abi [insert name]” and then sequences follow for backup and proof
3. Orators: Ziyad Ibn Abih, Ali Ibn Abi Taleb. These are speeches and instructions of leading men and women 
· This shows the development of classical Arabic 
· Ex) Kahlil Gibran in the US studied the Quran and speeches of Ali to develop Arabic and modernize it (despite being Christian)
4. Poets: Hassan Ibn Thabit (d. 661), Kaab inb Zuhair (d. 648)
· Praise of the prophet 
1- The Koran as Literature:
· Although Arabic was fully developed by the year 500, the script was still rudimentary: no dotting and no minor vowels. This took a further two centuries after the Daw of Islam (610-632) to allow for grammar, syntax, and phonology to be established. Example of early script of Quranic verses (no minor vowels and no dots)
· Ex) B depending on dot can be N, or TH
· The accents (minor vowels) are also essential to intention (ex. Kataba, vs. kutub vs. kutiba = he wrote vs. books vs. written)
· The minor vowels = fatha, dumma, kasra, sukun
· In early Arabian culture, homes were basically open to visitors who would arrive without notice. This also applied to people in high authority, religious or political. 
· One day, Ali ib abi Taleb was in session with his advisors when a man entered and joined the conversation. At one point, the man recited a verse from the Quran: “God renounces both those who worship multiple gods and his messenger. 
· Ali was appalled at the wrong way the man read the verse, and instructed him: “open your mouth when you say the last word, was rassoulohou”
· A simple difference in the use of accent at the end made God and his messenger jointly renounce the infidels 
· This is just anecdotal 
· The usage of syntax, minor vowels and dotting essentially cleared up potential for misinterpretation 
· This revolutionized the Arabic language 
· Such episodes created an environment of fear that sooner or later, Muslims throughout the world will interpret the meaning of the Quran and depending on the way the pronounce word endings, and the initial meanings will be lost. 
· Ali then offered some guidelines about grammar and syntax to one of his aides, Abil Aswad al-Douaali and said “follow this”. Hence, Arabic correct writings is now called al-Nahwu or in popular speech, Nahawi. 
· First attempts about using dots in words 
· Inhu Nahwaha = follow this 
· Side-note: 2 kinds of Arabic today: (1) Modern standard Arabic (MSA), and (2) Spoken Arabic 
· People who did not go to school call MSA as fus-ha or nahawi 
· They call spoken Arabic al-dariha or al-amiyyah 
· The Koran was the first phenomenon of Arabic prose literature. It was written in Meccan Arabic, and is considered the ultimate in eloquence and written expression of both Arabs and all Muslims 
Form them, unlike earlier religions, such as Judaism and Christianity, where for example Jesus and Moses enacted miracles, the miracle of Islam was the Koran itself 
· The Koran is composed of 114 chapters (surats) in 78,000 words. Each chapter is made up of verses (Aya, Ayat); the verses line up sometimes like special rhymed poetry known as saj’
· The Quran has an implicit musical component 
· Not like the lengthy style of Jahilyya and the scales 
· Each verse can be as short as 4 words 
· For the first time, the Arabs had a written ideal of superior and enchanting prose that became a beacon for poets and people of letters and philosophy 
· The Greeks has the Odyssey and Iliad, Indians had writing as well 
· Now the Arabs have their own book and perfected language of literary value 
· It was enchanting 
· Poets wanted to emulate this Arabic because it was the best written 
· Ex) Mahmoud Darwiche’s poems were heavily influenced by the Quran 
· Marcel Khalifa took a poem from Mahmoud Darwiche (I am Joseph my Father) in song form, which resulted in it being banned 
· The Quran was standardized during the reign of the third pious caliph Osman Ibn Affan, and this has revolutionized a hitherto more or less an oral language. Word endings were articulated with accents indicating their location in the sentence, pronunciation of written words was made easier by placing exact accents on particular letters in the word
· For Muslims, the Koran is the very speech of God, revealed word for word to his prophet Muhammad through the archangel Gabirel. Muslim tradition holds that Muhammad was illiterate and incapable of producing such powerful and deeply moving and intellectual verse. 
· Although Arabic of early Arabia was exemplified in the Mu’allaqat, supplied an established linguistic medium, and the practice of oratory, the Koran made a major departure in rhetorical style. 
· Rhetoric = the art of effective or persuasive speaking or writing, especially the use of figures of speech and other compositional techniques
· The concision sought by the Jahiliyya poem was replaced by a loose and more expansive discourse, of balancing verse with verse and parallelism in structure. Instead of the elaborate rhyming and metrics of the qassida, the Koran used sai’ among the various verses
· Side-note: in Baghdad, they developed the maqams (musical metrics), and reciting the Quran follows the maqams
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1- The Koran as Literature (cont.):
· People should not read the Koran as they read a newspaper or a novel. Instead they should rely on one of the established recitation (tarteel) musical metrics (maqam, maqamat), following the verse: wa rattilhou tartila (recite the Koran).
· The verb recite is important in Islam, called tarteel
· The best singers in Arabic music of the 20th century learned good recitation techniques (ex. Umm Kulthum, Muhammad Abed al-Wahhab)
· Another example was the verse about burying an infant girl as being equivalent to outwardly horrible phenomena of the universe 
· The Fatiha, Chapter 1 of the Koran
· Similar to the morning prayer
· Recited when in fear, when in need of guidance
· Repetition is used 
· Note: Allah is the Arabic word for God, it is not the name of the Muslim god 
· Christians and Jews who speak Arabic use Allah as the word for God 
· Muslims believe Islam is in the tradition of Abraham, Jesus, and other shared prophets. It is a monotheistic religion, and the god of the Koran is the same for Christianity and Judaism 
· Additionally, Islam is meant to be practiced in Arabic (the language it was revealed), thus Muslims from non-Muslim countries may use Arabic words like Zakaat, Sallat, Ramadan, etc. 
· Muslims believe that the Koran is inimitable in content and style. Every believer has to read it in Arabic and worship. It is to the Muslim believers what the King James Version of the Bible is to the English-speaking people, in terms of eloquence and linguistic excellence
The Koran’s Impact on Arabic Language and Literature:
· The Koran made a lasting impact on Arabic literature: its ideas and language, and its rhythms influenced all subsequent literary works 
· Classical Arabic is the language of the Koran 
· The Koran subordinated the classical Arabic idiom into the expression of through, thus born a bold and strikingly effective rhetorical prose in which all the resources of syntactical modulation are exploited with great freedom and originality. The flexibility of the Koran impacted to the classical Arabic idiom caused prose to quickly develop and the talented people to adjust to the needs of the new society and new dominant beliefs. 
· The Koran elevated the Arabic language to something sophisticated, and not basic 
· First words of the Koran were connected to the need of reading and learning
· The majority of later branches of Arabic literature owe their origin to the fields of knowledge connected to the Koran:
1. Such as grammar and syntax, theology (fiqh), dictionaries, philosophy, and history
2. Study of the Koran led scholars to collect valuable poetry from the Heroic age (Ignorance, Jahiliyya), and use that poetry as a tool to elaborate on Koranic meanings and expand on the lexicon of the Arabic language 
· Ex) for centuries, Europeans never understood the Pharaonic language. In the 19th century, they found a big stone with one side written entirely in Greek and the other in Pharaonic language, and by 1924 they were able to decipher the language (Rosetta stone)
· This is an anecdote to what happened at the time with the Koran 
· The texts from the Jayiliya was cross-referenced with the Koran to help explain the obscure meaning behind complicated verses
3. Many scholars wrote treatise on the meaning and significance of the Koran 
· Treatise: a written work dealing formally and systematically with a subject
· Ex) writing about taxation based on analysis from the Koran 
· Others included texts on good behaviour, treatment of women, divorce and inheritance, etc. 
· Its practical, usually legal based 
4. Poets and writers used the Koran as a source of inspiration, themes, eloquence, power of persuasion, and used verses in their poetry and letters
5. The Koran established the seeds of the Arabic short story and later of the Arabic novel. But this was sporadic and irregular till the 20th century. 
· Jesus used parables in the New Testament (short stories), because at the time people were illiterate and needed oral tradition
· Similarly, the Koran uses storytelling 
· Stories were meant to comfort the reader, and allow them to believe, should not be perceived as historical 
2- Hadith Collection:
· Hadith is the sayings of the Prophet Muhammad, whether a sermon, an explanation, or a rule (fatwa)
· Additionally, some people add into the Hadith the actions of the prophet
· The hadith had a deep impact on Arabic literature as well and in the entire tradition of scholarly learning. It helped spread Arabic, and expand its usage and vocabulary. 
· New artistic styles in writing were adapted from hadith for those writers who want to follow the example of Muhammad
· A new field of study developed around the hadith: those who want to confirm the authenticity of the hadith, worked for many generations on research and the development of a scientific method in substantiating, comparing and studying the hadith 
· The fields of genealogy and history also expanded because of the study of the hadith 
· For genealogy, it is tracing the lineage up to the companions of the prophet 
· Must know the background of every name to authenticate the hadith 
· Literary criticism expanded because of the scholarly works on the hadith, while theological writings on the sharia made hadith a core of their theses. 
· Even the book Kitab al-Aghani of the writer al-Jahiz (this is from the Abbasid period) used the methodologies and styles of the hadith studies in substantiating, referencing and embellishing the manuscript
· The hadith enabled the use of referencing to support your works 
· The biography genre: a biography of Muhammad was written by Ibn Hisham, the first of its kind in using solid techniques of history writing, and is not different from the techniques used today in history writing. 
· Sample of hadith: “the prophet was asked what is the best type of Jihad, he answered ‘speaking truth before a tyrannical ruler’”.
· Other examples about treating neighbours well and being generous, and not being greedy for money and power 
3- Pious Poetry:
· In the period of 610-622, opponents of Islam classed Muhammad’s utterances of the Koran as poetry and sooth sayings, which people believed to be inspired by the jinn (goblins, demons). Even poets made a point of composing poetry attacking Muhammad, ridiculing him message and misrepresenting his techniques. 
· Muhammad was accused of being one more Jahiliyya poet, despite the Koran verse in this regard “we did not teach him to be a poet and he should not be”
· For example, the great poet Labid lived 30-years into Islam, but stopped composing poetry after becoming a Muslim. Many promising poets abandoned the poetic values of Jahiliyya, such as gallantry and heroics that were seen under Islam as arrogance and narrow-mindedness and tribal. Those who continued to be active focused on the moral values of Islam. 
· Islam reacted unfavourably to Jahiliyya poetry and to poets who did not hurry to embrace the new religion
· Islam came very strong against Jahiliyya poetry. Religious edicts (officials) criticized the shameless expression of sentiments poets displayed in Jahiliyya and considered poetry as the work of Satan who whispered the seductive verses in their ears. Even the Koran mentioned “poets are followed by impressionable fans” 
Poet: Hassan Ibn Thabit
· He was Muhammed’s court poet, but he was not enough to battle the strong moral force the Jahiliyya poets exerted on the tribal and Pagan communities, as well as the value of Arabia that Islam had come to destroy.
· Muslims would take Jahiliyya poetry and criticize it for being indulgent in sex, alcohol, etc. 
· Islam came very strong against Jahiliyya poets; religious edicts criticized the shameless expression of sentiments poets displayed, and considered poetry a work of Satan who whispered the seductive verses in their ears. “al-shua’ara yat-ba-ohom al ghawoon” = poets are followed by impressionable fans who don’t know better 
· Hassan ibn Thabit was a good poet, but not one of the greats 
· Poetry in the Pious age was not important 
· Hassan ibn Thabit described Muhammad in praise, he described his presence as illuminating, as a piece of jewelry from Venus 
Poet – Ka’b inb Zuhair (609-646):
· He was a pagan and was trained as a poet by his father ZUhair bin Abi Solma. As late as 628, he composes poems criticizing those who converted and insulted Muhammad. He later embraced Islam and composed the first madih poem, “Banat Souad”. He recited it in front of Muhammad in 631 amd Muhammad was so moved that he removed his mantle (al-burda, or abaya) and bestowed upon Ka’b’s shoulders. The poem became known as al-Burda
· Why the title misleading?
· He followed the metrics of Jahiliyya poetry in the beginning and his love
· The purpose of the poem later was to praise Muhammad 
· This poem is very valuable, has been highly analyzed 
· Umm Kulthuum also sang verses from this poem 
· Poetry in the Pious Age was merely an extension of the Jahiliyya tradition in its language and style and choice of vocabulary, even if meanings and content were changed. 
· Excerpt: “the messenger is a sword, lighting the way, forged in India, a word of God, unsheathed.”, “Among a band of Quraysh someone spoke, in the belly of Mecca when they gave themselves – away!”, and “they left, and left behind arrows with broken heads, the weak in battle, the leaners, the unarmed”
· Def: sword = sayf, sword made in India = Muhannad 
5- Oratory:
· The art of writing speeches developed along the oratory skill. It borrowed heavily and relied upon passages of the Koran to inspire people and explain the new faith; it became a tradition to have a speech or a religious sermon, as well as on all public ceremonies and feasts. 
· Friday prayers were collective (day renamed), and tradition required two speeches: (1) a short one that delivers a du’a (praying for God), and (2) a second one that addresses the issues of the day (politics, moral values or social ailments, taking drugs, poverty, etc.) or economic and social challenges. 
· Ex) Wide-spread epidemics, so the Imam would say to not lose hope and quote the Koran, and say that you must not detest God for this
· Has to be very eloquent wans well-written
· At the beginning Muslims needed a full- day of prayers because they believe it was a continuation of a series of Abrahamic religions (God created everything in 6 days, and rested on the 7th) 
· Decided for it to be Friday since the other religions had Saturday (Jews) and Sunday (Christians) 
· How they changed the name for Friday:
· 1 = wahid, Sunday = al-ahad 
· 2 = ithneyn, Monday = al-Ithnayn 
· 3 = thalatha, Tuesday = al-Thulathaa 
· 4 = araba, Wednesday = al-Arbaa
· 5 = khamsa, Thursday = al-Khamees 
· 6 = sitta, Friday = al-sidda (group of people means = jama’s; people praying together is juma’a; therefore to remind Muslims the day was renamed to al-Joma’a)
· 7 = sabaa, Saturday = al-Sabt
· Oratory propagated knowledge about faith and other tropics in public ceremonies, similar to town criers in Europe of the Middles Ages for public communication (Hear Ye! Hear Ye!)
· Delegations from tribes and countries needed a main spokesperson as an orator about the purpose of the meeting or the visit to the Caliph or the Prophet. Wars were preceded by speeches that would encourage the faithful to wage battles. 
· This still continues today
· Ex) People can still go to the King of Saudi Arabia to present a poem
· Ex) In Lebanon, the president may be Christian, but they have to have someone speak with perfect Arabic a message to the president in ceremonies 
Caliph – Ali bin Abi Taleb:
· He pioneered Arabic oratory; a scholarly of Arabic literature; he advanced Arabic grammar and rhetoric. Numerous sayings of Ali became part of general Arabic and Muslim cultures and are quoted as aphorisms (sayings of truth) and proverbs. 
· Recall when he and that other guy came up with the dotting and syntax etc. 
· They have also become the basis of literary works or integrated into poetic verse in many languages.
· Eloquence in Arabic is Adab or Balagha 
· Ali’s book Path of Eloquence (Najh al-Balagha) contains an extract of Ali’s quotations from his oratory and letters.
· The eloquence of the writing can improve the Arabic of the reader (ex. Kahlil Gibran, who used it in his writing and standardized modern Arabic)
· It was taught as a method of Arabic language teaching 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ex) “Strive in your life as if you would live forever; and work for you afterlife as if you would die tomorrow”
· Ex 2) “Avarice is a disgrace; cowardice is a defect; poverty often disables an intelligent person from arguing his case; a poor person is a stranger in his own country; patience is bravery; to sever attachments with the wicked world is the greatest wealth”
· Ex 3) “Often your utterance and expressions of your face leak out the secrets of your hidden thoughts” (similar to Jesus: Eye is the mirror of the soul)
· Ex 4) “The best form of devotion to the service of Good is not to make a show of it”
