Psychology 2400R
Introduction to Forensic Psychology
Early Summer Term 2018
Course Outline


Instructor:		Adelle Forth
Office: 		Loeb A519, Carleton University Campus
Office Phone: 	613-520-2600, ext. 1267
E-mail: 		adelle.forth@carleton.ca (please put Psyc2400 in subject heading)

Office hours: 	Wednesday, 1:00 – 3:00 (on campus)
Online office hours:	By appointment

Class time:	Anytime you want but budget 5 - 7 hours per week
Class location:	Anywhere you are but you need fast and reliable internet connection

Prerequisites:	Psyc 1001 & Psyc 1002

TEACHING ASSISTANTS (TBD)
					 
HOW TO CONTACT INSTRUCTOR OR TEACHING ASSISTANT?

The best way to contact the instructor or teaching assistants is through e-mail. Because of the large number of students in this course, we will likely receive a large number of e-mails. We will do our best to reply to you as soon as possible. When emailing put Psyc2400R in the subject heading.

WHAT WILL THE COURSE FOCUS ON?

Hello and welcome to Forensic Psychology. This course, Introduction to Forensic Psychology, will provide an overview of the applications of psychology to various components of the criminal justice system. Topics covered include: police investigations; deception; eyewitness testimony; jury decision-making; criminal responsibility and fitness to stand trial; sentencing and management of offenders; and assessment and treatment of psychopathic offenders, young offenders, sexual offenders, and homicidal offenders. A wide range of forensic issues will be discussed in this course. Some of them may be upsetting to you. Should you have any concerns about a specific topic please contact the instructor. 

If you do become upset or distressed by the course content, please contact Health and Counselling Services (www1.carleton.ca/health or tel. 613-520-6674).

WHAT WILL I LEARN IN THIS COURSE?

The specific learning objectives of this course are the following:

1. To gain a better understanding of the field of forensic psychology both historic and current. 
2. To develop an understanding of the research methodologies commonly used in forensic psychology and to become familiar with the strengths and limitations of each method. 
3. To develop an understanding of potential role conflicts and ethical issues applicable to forensic psychologists. 
4. To develop an understanding of how psychology can be useful to the legal system by applying knowledge, techniques, and instruments available to psychologists.


HOW DOES THIS COURSE DIFFER FROM ON CAMPUS CLASSROOM COURSES

This is an online course with no physical classroom or required meeting times. This course is designed so that it will take about the same amount of time as an in class course consisting of 3 hours of in classroom and several hours per week of preparation time outside the class. Each week you will need to participate in a variety of ways. There are weekly lecture videos to view (the number of these varies across the weeks), textbook readings to do, and viewing and reading of material online. There are also content related quizzes for you to do and online viewpoint forum to engage in. There are specific deadlines for quizzes and mid-term that must be completed. You will need to be self-starter to succeed. Without the pressure of having to “attend” classes you might start to procrastinate. One tip is to schedule a regular time to view the online lectures and to do the textbook readings. One big advantage of an online course is that it does allow lots of flexibility. 

Please ask questions as you encounter them. Email me, the TA, or post a question on the ask Dr. Adelle in cuLearn. If you have a question, it is likely that other students have similar questions. Forensic psychology is a fascinating topic and the TAs will be posting information and questions on the Viewpoint Forum for you to participate in. 

REQUIRED TEXT

Pozzulo, J., Bennell, C., & Forth, A. (2018). Forensic psychology (5th edition). Toronto, ON: Pearson. 

Please ensure you have the correct edition of this textbook which is the 5th edition. The ISBN is 978-0-13-430806-7. 

Textbook is available to purchase at the University Bookstore. 

You will do much better in this course if you have the textbook! You should be able to find used copies of the textbook but make sure it is the 5th edition. If you are on campus, there are 2 copies of the textbook on reserve in MacOdrum Library. 

Note you will NOT be responsible for material covered in chapters 2, 6 and 13. 

cuLearn

On cuLearn students can access the course outline, video lecture modules, power point lecture slides, self-test items, quizzes, written and engagement assignment, mid-term exam, a viewpoint forum, announcements, grades, and the cuLearn webmail to easily contact me or the TA. You should download the lecture slides associated with each video lecture module and make notes as you listen. Also on cuLearn is a web-conferencing facility called Big Blue Button that you will use if you want to meet with me online or the TA.  Familiarity with cuLearn will be helpful in all the courses you take at Carleton.

To be successful you should view all video lectures and read the textbook and regularly access cuLearn. To access your course on cuLearn go to http://carleton.ca/culearn. 

For help and support, go to http://carleton.ca/culearn/students. Any unresolved questions can be directed to Computing and Communication Services (CCS) by phone at 613-520-3700 or via email at ccs_service_desk@carleton.ca.

ONLINE POLICIES

Please ensure that any posts you make on the Forums are respectful of others. 

HOW WILL YOU BE EVALUATED?

Students will be evaluated based on completing quiz 1 (2% of final grade), 4 of 11 engagement assignments (each assignment is worth 1% for a total of 4% of final grade), 4 of 5 multiple-choice quizzes (each quiz is worth 6% for a total of 24% of final grade), 1 online midterm exam (30% of final grade), and 1 online final exam (40% of final grade). 

Engagement Assignments: Due 11:55 pm on Friday, June 15, 2018		Value: 4%
· These assignments are designed to encourage you to think about, seek out, and explore course‐related information. There are 11 different engagement assignments you can choose from. You only need to complete 4 of these to obtain your 4%. You may do all 11 if you wish. If you do more than 4 assignments you will not receive any additional marks for these. The TAs will be reviewing your assignment and if you complete the assignment you will be given the 1 mark. You will need to provide sufficient details in your answers to receive the 1 mark (part answers will receive part marks).  

· BONUS MARK: If you complete all 11 engagement assignments you will receive 2 bonus marks. 

· You must complete your online engagement assignments by 11:55 pm, Friday, June 15, 2018. 
Online Quizzes (all quizzes are available at the start of the term; NOTE there are due dates for quizzes)

Quiz 1:		Due: 11:55 pm on Friday May 18, 2018			Value: 2%
		Course outline and unit 1
	
Quizzes 2 – 6 (6% per quiz)						Value: 24%

Quiz 2: 		Due: 11:55 pm on Friday May 18, 2018
		Chapters 1 and 3
Units 2 and 3

Quiz 3: 		Due: 11:55 pm on Friday May 25, 2018
		Chapters 4 and 5
Units 4 and 5

Quiz 4: 		Due: 11:55 pm on Friday June 8, 2018 
		Chapters 8 and 9
Units 7 and 8

Quiz 5: 		Due: 11:55 pm on Friday June 15, 2018
		Chapters 10 and 11
Units 9 and 10

Optional Quiz 6: 	Due: 11:55 pm on Friday June 22, 2018
		Chapters 12 and 14
Units 11 and 12

· Quizzes 2 to 6 are worth 6% each (only 4 quiz marks will count towards your final grade).  You must do 4 of the 5 quizzes. You may do all 5 quizzes. If you do all 5 quizzes I will take the top 4 quiz marks. Your final quiz mark will be based on the 4 quizzes worth 6% each that are worth 24% of your final grade.   

· We do not have the resources to reschedule quiz deadlines for individuals based on conflicts with work, travel, or other commitments. Please plan your work/travel schedule in advance to ensure that you are able to meet the quiz deadlines. Students who do not complete the quiz by its due date will receive a grade of zero for that quiz.
 
· Purposes of the quizzes are to 1) give you practice for the exams, 2) get feedback to you on your performance in the course earlier and more often, and 3) encourage you to study the material more consistently throughout the course. 

· Once started each quiz will only be available to you for 60 minutes.  Please note that all quizzes are available at the beginning of the term however there are due dates.  Due dates are at 11:55 pm on Friday (check course schedule on page 7 for individual quiz due dates). Students who do not complete the quiz by the due date will receive a grade of zero on that quiz. MAKE SURE YOU SAVE YOUR ANSWERS ON THE QUIZ.

· Because all quizzes are available at the beginning of the term, no “late” or “make-up” quizzes will be offered. Extensions to quiz deadlines will be permitted only under extraordinary conditions of illness, bereavement, or religion. Legitimate documentation is required in order to schedule an extension for a quiz deadline. All documentation will be checked and verified. If no documentation is provided, you will receive a grade of zero for the quiz.

· If you run into technical problems with the quizzes on cuLearn, let the instructor know immediately. The quicker you contact the instructor about such problems, the more likely it is that something can be done about it. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL AFTER THE QUIZ IS DUE TO CONTACT THE INSTRUCTOR.

· Quizzes are like open-book tests. You may refer to your notes and textbook during the quiz. However, you should study the material before you start the quiz or you may not have enough time to complete the quizzes. Do not cheat by getting the answers from others before or during the quizzes. Do not cheat by giving the answers to others during or after you have completed the quizzes. Quizzes will consist of 30 multiple-choice questions. Your mark on the quiz will be released after the quiz due date. You will need to do the quiz in order to get access to the quiz results.

· Quizzes are to be done individually. Do not share your quiz questions or answers with others.

Midterm exam: Noon Monday, May 28 to 11:55 pm Friday, June 2, 2018	Value: 30%

· This mid-term exam will consist of 75 multiple-choice questions and 3 short answer questions covering units 2 - 6 and textbook readings (Chapters 1, 3, 4, 5, and 7). The mid-term exam will be a 2 hour exam. This is an open book exam. You may refer to your notes and textbook during the mid-term exam. 

· The mid-term exam is to be done individually. 

Final exam: Noon Monday, June 25 to 11:55 pm Thursday, June 28, 2018	Value: 40% 
	
· The final exam will consist of 95 multiple-choice questions and 5 short answer questions and will cover units 7 - 13 and textbook readings (Chapters 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, & 15). The final exam will be a 3 hour exam. This is an open book exam. You may refer to your notes and textbook during the final exam. 

· Students unable to complete a final exam because of illness or other circumstances beyond their control must apply within three working days to the Registrar’s office for permission to write a deferred examination.

· The final exam is to be done individually. 

GRADING

· See information about grading presented on last page of this course outline.

· Students are responsible for making sure that their grades for quizzes, exams, and engagement assignments are received and the grades are recorded. Please let the instructor know immediately of any omissions or errors. 

· Quizzes, engagement assignments, mid-term exam, and final exam grades will be posted on cuLearn. The instructor may adjust mid-term grades, final exam grades, and final overall grade depending on the mean and distribution of marks. 

CUTOFFS FOR GRADES

· The formal grade ranges are provided on the last page. Every term some students are just below some cutoffs, sometimes a point or two and sometimes just a fractional value short. My formal policy is that the cutoffs are those listed in the course outline. I will be using the following rounding rules with grades of .4 being rounded down and .5 being rounded up. These “rounding rules” or other any other grade modifications are not open to discussion or debate. For example, if you receive a final numerical grade of 69.5 to 69.9 your final numerical grade will be rounded to 70 (your letter grade will be B-). If you receive a grade of 69.1 to 69.4 (including 69.49) your final numerical grade will be 69 (your letter grade will be a C+). You may accurately assume that I know you would like to have the highest grade possible and that you would like me to push your grade over the borderline. I also believe that you can probably give me very good reasons for your grade being lower than it should be. Unfortunately, I am in no position to verify individual reasons, so such explanations really don’t change the grading problem for me. To determine grades I will be using the cutoffs specified and will NOT change my ”rounding rules”.  I will also NOT give extra assignments, bonus marks, tests etc… in order for you to boost your mark. Please do not make such requests.

MISSED MIDTERM EXAM

· If you miss the midterm exam, you must notify the Instructor by email within 24 hours after the mid-term exam due date. 

· A make-up midterm will be permitted only under three conditions: illness, bereavement, or for religious obligations. Documentation is required to schedule an alternative time for the midterm. If no documentation is provided, you will receive a grade of zero for the midterm exam. 

· Make-up midterm will be scheduled by Instructor.  


Class Schedule and Readings

	Unit 
	Topic
	Reading

	1
	Welcome to forensic psychology
Quiz 1 due 11:55 pm, Friday, May 18 (Unit 1)
	Course outline

	2
	Introduction to forensic psychology
	Chapter 1

	3
	Psychology of police investigations
	Chapter 3

	
	Quiz 2 due 11:55 pm, Friday, May 18 (Units 2 & 3) 
	

	4
	Deception and malingering
	Chapter 4

	5
	Eyewitnesses testimony 
	Chapter 5

	
	Quiz 3 due 11:55 pm, Friday, May 25 (Units 4 & 5)
	

	6
	Juries: Fact finders
	Chapter 7

	

	Midterm Exam available between Noon Monday, May 28 to 11:55 pm, Friday, June 1
Units 2 – 6; Chapters 1, 3, 4, 5, & 7
	


	7
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Mentally disordered offenders
	Chapter 8

	8
	Sentencing and parole
	Chapter 9

	
	Quiz 4 due 11:55 pm, Friday, June 8 (Units 7 & 8)
	

	9
	Risk assessment
	Chapter 10

	10
	Psychopathy
	Chapter 11

	
	Quiz 5 due 11:55 pm, Friday, June 15 (Units 9 & 10)
	

	11
	Young offenders
	Chapter 12

	12
	Sexual offenders
	Chapter 14

	
	Optional Quiz 6 due 11:55 pm, Friday, June 22 (Units 11 & 12)
	

	13
	Homicidal offenders
	Chapter 15

	
	Final Exam available between Noon Monday, June 25 to 11:55 pm, Thursday, June 28
Units 7 to 13
Chapters 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14 and 15
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This schedule is meant to be a guide and may be subject to change. Any changes will be announced on cuLearn.
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Regulations and Information Common to Undergraduate Psychology Courses


REQUESTS FOR ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION 
You may need special arrangements to meet your academic obligations during the term. For an accommodation request the processes are as follows:
Pregnancy: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details see the Student Guide
Religious obligation: write to me with any requests for academic accommodation during the first two weeks of class, or as soon as possible after the need for accommodation is known to exist. For more details see the Student Guide
Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: The Paul Menton Centre for Students with Disabilities (PMC) provides services to students with Learning Disabilities (LD), psychiatric/mental health disabilities, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), chronic medical conditions, and impairments in mobility, hearing, and vision. If you have a disability requiring academic accommodations in this course, please contact PMC at 613-520-6608 or pmc@carleton.ca for a formal evaluation. If you are already registered with the PMC, contact your PMC coordinator to send me your Letter of Accommodation at the beginning of the term, and no later than two weeks before the first in-class scheduled test or exam requiring accommodation (if applicable). After requesting accommodation from PMC, meet with me to ensure accommodation arrangements are made. Please consult the PMC website for the deadline to request accommodations for the formally-scheduled exam (if applicable).
PETITIONS TO DEFER
Students unable to write a final examination because of illness or other circumstances beyond their control may apply within three working days to the Registrar's Office for permission to write a deferred examination. The request must be fully and specifically supported by a medical certificate or other relevant documentation. Only deferral petitions submitted to the Registrar's Office will be considered.  See Undergraduate Calendar, Article 2.5.  

WITHDRAWAL WITHOUT ACADEMIC PENALTY
The last day to withdraw from an early summer course, without academic penalty, is June 19, 2018. The last day to withdraw from a late summer or full summer course, without academic penalty, is August 15, 2018.  Students may withdraw on or before the last day of classes.

WDN:  For students who withdraw after the full fee adjustment date in each term (noted in the Academic Year section of the Calendar each term) the term WDN will be a permanent notation that appears on their official transcript.  

OFFICIAL FINAL EXAMINATION PERIOD
Early summer courses:  June 22-28, 2018 and Late summer courses or full summer courses: August 18-24, 2018 (may include evenings & Saturdays or Sundays)

For more information on the important dates and deadlines of the academic year, consult the Carleton 2017-2018 Calendar.

PLAGIARISM
The University Senate defines plagiarism as “presenting, whether intentional or not, the ideas, expression of ideas or work of others as one’s own.”  This can include:  
· reproducing or paraphrasing portions of someone else’s published or unpublished material, regardless of the source, and presenting these as one’s own without proper citation or reference to the original source;
· submitting a take-home examination, essay, laboratory report or other assignment written, in whole or in part, by someone else;
· using ideas or direct, verbatim quotations, or paraphrased material, concepts, or ideas without appropriate acknowledgment in any academic assignment;
· using another’s data or research findings;
· failing to acknowledge sources through the use of proper citations when using another’s works and/or failing to use quotation marks;
· handing in "substantially the same piece of work for academic credit more than once without prior written permission of the course instructor in which the submission occurs." 

Plagiarism is a serious offence, which cannot be resolved directly with the course’s instructor.  The Associate Deans of the Faculty conduct a rigorous investigation, including an interview with the student, when an instructor suspects a piece of work has been plagiarized.  Penalties are not trivial. They range from a mark of zero for the plagiarized work to a final grade of "F" for the course, and even suspension from all studies or expulsion from the University.

GRADING SYSTEM
The grading system is described in the Undergraduate Calendar under Article 2.3, 2.3.1 and 2.3.2.

RESOURCES (613-520-2600, phone ext.)

Department of Psychology (2644)			B550 Loeb
Registrar's Office (3500)				300 Tory
Centre for Student Academic Support (3822)		4th fl Library
Academic Advising Centre (7850)			302 Tory
Paul Menton Centre (6608)				501 University Centre
Writing Services (3822)				4th fl Library
Career Services (6611)				401 Tory

Academic Advising
Visit the Psychology Undergraduate Office, B550 Loeb to discuss your program.  Advisors can answer questions concerning:
· Course selection and meeting program requirements
· Your audit and transfer credits
· Gaining access to courses that are closed
· Information concerning prerequisites and preclusions
· Course equivalencies and substitutions
· Information about whether to pursue the (Honours Project Course) or the Thesis stream and CGPA requirements
· Community Practicum Course
· Concentrations
· Exchanges and course selection

DEPARTMENTAL DROP BOX POLICY – Located outside B550 Loeb
Mail received prior to 4:30pm will be date stamped with the current date. Mail received after 4:30pm will be date stamped with the next business day’s date.
Please ensure to include your name, student number, course code and instructor’s name. We are unable to distribute without this information.



