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Tuesday, May 1st, 2018
The Sociological Imagination

Frank is trying to tell us that
· "Posting lecture notes makes us weak"/makes you lazy;
· Makes things less serious;
· Limits creative ideas - taking notes is the spring board of your education 
· It limits your critical thinking/It helps you understand your learning when you write it down
· The answers
1. Students should learn how to interpret lecture notes;
1. Students need to learn how to think for themselves;
1. The distribution of notes on a website is a disincentive for attending class
 
Understanding sociological imagination (think of it like an onion - peel it back)
· A sociological imagination is the capacity to think systematically about how things we experience as personal problems are really social issues that are widely shared by others living in similar time and social location as us. 
· The levels include:
· Global community
· Society
· National organizations, institutions, and ethnic subcultures 
· Local organizations and community
· Me (and my inner circle)
 
What is Sociology?
· Sociology is the study of the diverse contexts within which individuals' lives unfold and the social world is created. The social worlds humans create have two key components: social interaction and social structure. 
· Social interaction refers to the way people act together, including how they modify and alter their behaviour in response to the presence of others. It's governed by a set of norms, which are the basic rules of society that help us know what is and what's not appropriate to do in any situation. 
· Social structure describes the many diverse ways in which the rules and norms of everyday life become enduring patterns that shape and govern social interactions. Social structures lie in the background of every social interaction. It includes everything from enduring customs and traditions to formal laws and regulations that governments establish. 
· Two critical components of social structure that provide essential frameworks for almost everything we do in our daily lives:
· Complex set of roles and social hierarches - a set of important and enduring social positions that often grant some individuals and groups higher status and more power than others. 
· The norms and institutions of society - institutions refer to longstanding and important practices, as well as the organizations that regulate those practices. 
· Comparing the social sciences
· [bookmark: _GoBack]All study aspects of human behaviour & social life, but each has a different focus:
· Cultural anthropology: claim expertise in the practices of diverse cultures and how they vary across time and place. The culture or way of life of a society
· Psychology: interested in understanding individual behaviour and mental processes;
· Political science: primarily concerned with topics that involve government systems and power (the policies they produce);
· Economics: mainly concerned with individuals' economic behaviour (microeconomics) and the performance of the national (or global) economy (macroeconomics). economic conditions and how people organize, produce, and distribute goods - we focus on why people buy certain things. 
· Sociology: sociologists claim scientific expertise over those parts of life we call the "social" and in topics with social significance. For example: human interaction, group, and social structure. 
· Gender, race/ethnicity, and socio-economic status for social structure 
· The systematic study of human groups and their interactions (that separate them from journalists)
· Sociological perspective (we stand on the shoulder's of Giants)
· The unique way in which sociologists see our world and can dissect the dynamic relationships between individuals the larger social network in which we all live. 
 
Charles Wright Mills
· The sociological imagination
· Developing an appreciation of how individual challenges are influenced by larger social forces
· Personal troubles result from individual challenges;
· Social issues are caused by larger social factors. 
· He was drawing attention to social issues to police brutality by taking a knee during the national anthem. It was other people who noticed. 
· The "trick" is in understanding how these personal troubles may indeed be due to larger social issues;
· Quality of mind refers to one's ability to look beyond personal circumstance and into social context. 
· The social context is defined as "an invented social phenomenon (for example a belief, discourse, or category) that is shaped by the social forces present in the time and place of its creation". 
· "The sociological imagination enables us to grasp history and biography and the relations between the two within society". 
 
Peter Burger
· Seeing the General in the particular is the ability to look at seemingly unique events (particular) and then recognizing the larger (general) features involved.
· Think about what is familiar and see it as strange 
 
What makes you, you?
· Agency refers to the idea that each of us has, to some extent, the ability to alter our socially constructed lives;
· Structure is the network of relatively stable opportunities and constraints influencing our individual behaviours. 
· Can you see, in your own life thus far, that both agency and structure have played a role in who you are?
· Which is more influential? Why? 
· Some of your experiences have become influential - what has pushed you there? 
 
Engaging your sociological imagination 
· Our perception of ourselves and others are the products of many factors, for example:
1. Minority or majority status - or lack of/how does it affect how you see the world around you?
1. Gender - are you a woman? Are you trans? - how does it affect how you see the world around you? 
1. Socioeconomic status - your circle of friends may be elite 
1. Family structure - [nuclear family structure is no longer the majority], how is your family life? 
1. Urban-rural differences - where are you from? 
1. Referred to as your reflected screens - methodological terminology - lens that help you see the world. 
 
The Origins of Sociology
· The scientific Revolution: 1650-1800
· Auguste Comte (the father of sociology)
· Hard science should be applied to the social world. 
· Comte envisioned that sociological science would entail both what he called "social statics" (the study of societies as they are) and "social dynamics" (the processes of social change). 
· Positivism and anti-positivism 
· Positivism is a theoretical approach that considers all understanding to be based on science.
1. There exists an objective knowable reality - we can know the world.
1. Are we seeing that we think that we're seeing? Or is it an illusion?
1. Singular explanation - also known as grand theory.
2. There's always going to be multiple ways of looking at things
1. Value-free 
3. It's really not value-free. For example: women in makeup and how companies test their cosmetics on male rats 
2. Anti-positivism is a theoretical approach that considers knowledge and understanding to be the result of human subjectivity. 
2. Rejects each of the positivist assumptions 
 
Sociology in Canada
1. Geography and regionalism 
0. Ability to survive overtime;
0. Role of regionalism
1. Political economy 
1. Clement - interest in the interactions of politics, government and the social and cultural constitution of markets, institutions and actors 
1. Canadianization movement
2. Influenced by American sociology 
1. Radical nature
3. Greater focus on macrosociology as well as feminist ideas 
 
Sociology in Global Perspective
· Looking beyond our own boundaries to consider the dynamic forces of globalization;
· Globalization is a worldwide process involving the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services;
· Capitalism as a defining feature of the global economy. 
· Capitalism is defined as an economic system organized around private property and market exchange. In a capitalist economy, goods that are produced for consumption are distributed via exchange on the market. 
 
Levels of Analysis
· Levels of analysis: size of the social groups being considered, from the smallest to the largest;
· Understanding sociology requires understanding multiple levels of analysis;
· Picture levels of analysis in our social environment as an interconnected series of small groups, organizations, institutions, and societies.
· Important question: how do the levels connect or conflict with one another?
· This is an important issue due to conflict taking place in many instances, such as:
· Religion vs. gender vs politics;
· Religion vs. gender 
· Conflicts also connect us too 
 


