ENGL386/A: Caribbean Literature

Winter 2017
Professor Jill Didur
Class Time & Location: Tues. & Thurs., 10:15 -11:30 a.m., H-539
Office Location: LB 653-4 

Office Hours: Tues: 11:30-12:30 or by appointment

Office Phone: 848-2424 ext. #2351 

E-mail: jill.didur@concordia.ca
Teaching Assistant: Michael Perry

mi_perry@ live.concordia.ca

Office Location: LB 666
Office Hours: Thurs: 12:00-1:00 p.m. or by appointment

Course description: 

This course explores how Caribbean literature in English from nations such as Trinidad, Jamaica, Antigua and St. Lucia is influenced by the history of slavery, colonialism and post-colonialism. The writing of authors such as Naipaul, Kincaid, Walcott, Cliff, and Shani Mootoo is examined in relation to the writers’ socio-historical context and the political and aesthetic issues raised by their texts. We will examine a range of genres including the novel, drama, and critical essays that reflect on the impact of colonialism and its aftermath in the Caribbean, the experience of creolization, globalization, migration, and the challenges facing postcolonial society. Introductory material includes a discussion of anti-colonial writers such as Fanon and some reflection on the history of European imperialism in the region. Class time will be divided between lectures, films, and discussion. 

Required Reading: (in the Concordia Bookstore and online Library reserves)

Franz Fanon selections from Black Skin, White Masks (course reserves)

V.S. Naipaul, The Mimic Men (1967)

Derek Walcott, “Dream on Monkey Mountain” (1970)
Jamaica Kincaid, Annie John (1983)

Michelle Cliff, No Telephone to Heaven (1987)
Shani Mootoo Cereus Blooms at Night (1996)
Evaluation:
· 10% Class Participation 

· 20% First Essay (1250 words / approx. 4 pages)
      Due Date: Feb 17, 2017
· 30% In Class Test, 
Date: April 6, 2017
· 40% Second essay (6 pages/approx. 2000 words) 
Due Date: April 17, 2017
Please note: Assignments are due in class or my Dept. mailbox by 4 pm on the day specified. I do not accept electronic submissions. Failure to hand in assignments on time will result in a deduction of 2% per day on the final grade for the assignment. 
Schedule of Classes

Week 1, Jan. 10 - 12


    

Frantz Fanon, “Introduction” & “The Negro and Language” from Black Skin, White Masks (course reserves)
Week 2, Jan. 17 - 19
Isaac Julian, Frantz Fanon: Black Skin White Masks (1996) - film
V.S. Naipaul, The Mimic Men
Week 3, Jan. 24 - 26
V.S. Naipaul: The Enigma of Writing (1987) - film
Naipaul cont. 

Week 4, Jan. 31 - Feb. 2

Naipaul cont. 

Jamaica Kincaid, Annie John
Week 5, Feb. 7 - 9
Kincaid cont.
Week 6, Feb. 14 - 16
Kincaid cont.

FIRST PAPER DUE, Friday Feb 17, 4:00 p.m. in my mailbox, English Dept. LB640 

Week 7, Feb. 21 - 24 

Mid-term break—NO CLASSES

Week 8, Feb. 27 - Mar. 2
Derek Walcott “Dream on Monkey Mountain”

Derek Walcott, “The Caribbean: Culture or Mimicry?”

Derek Walcott: The Poetry of Place (film) - 1989
Week 9, Mar. 7 - 9 

Walcott cont.

Week 10, Mar. 14 - 17 
Michelle Cliff, No Telephone To Heaven
Week 11, Mar. 21 - 23 
Cliff cont. 
Week 12, Mar. 28 - 30 
Shani Mootoo, Cereus Blooms at Night
Week 13, Apr. 4 - 6 

Mootoo cont. 
IN CLASS TEST, APRIL 6 
Week 14, Apr. 11 – 13

Mootoo cont. /Wrap up 

SECOND ESSAY DUE Monday APRIL 17, 4:00 p.m. in my mailbox, English Dept. LB640 
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