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Theo 202 final exam:

Class 15: The Return and Persian period: 
Answers//
Second Isaiah and the exiles begin to return to a Judah as a large group. Bible says only the highly devoted returned, reality is only a very small percentage of the whole group returned. Judah was surrounded/ruled by Persian empire at this time.
Deals with problems of the return
Haggai and Zechariah preach that if the temple is built the promised restoration will come, others argue for the opposite, must fix the economy first then build temple for promised restoration
Returnees view themselves as the true Jews, they view the people of the land (non-returnees) with disdain. Returnees are returning elites, while the people of the land are farmers and peasants. Ezra and Nehemiah condemn intermingling between both types of people
Exiles had developed a new understanding of who they are; monarchy was wrong, God being the only God; monotheism replaces monolatry, and set themselves apart from the others; circumcision, the sabbath, laws on food. Remnant of Isaiah, people of the land hadn't gone through what they did
Believed to have come around 450 BCE, date is debated, should of come later on; around 350 BCE
Mission was to repair/rebuild Jerusalem walls
Jerusalem was in poor condition with few people living their
Ezra is known for making the scribe of the Torah and establishing it in Judah. This is important because before it was only read by a few people, now by the average person
Sabbath and the Festival of the Booths were not practiced till after Ezra
Ezra and Nehemiah thought that the people of YHWH should only include the returnees, they believed in segregation between the two groups of YHWH followers
The Sanballat family in Samaria, and the Tobiad family in Ammon
Some returnees and high priests had no problem with associating with other YHWH followers
Contained stories of the Tobiad family as good Jews/Israelites, never worshipped at Bethel and Dan, but instead went directly to Jerusalem
Two main differences: Temple became centre apposed to king; pay taxes there, priests as administrative functions, and Torah taught to all; domain of everyone, viewed as holy
A newly written book of history; emphasis on temple and history of Judah restored
Hezekiah surpasses Josiah, Manasseh reforms, Josiah reforms but less
Hezekiah: Many of Josiah reforms credited to him. Manasseh: Prayer of Mannasseh written, he repents. Josiah: becomes second to Hezekiah as most righteous king
Originally a problem of returnees vs. people of the land, turned into a problem of rich vs. poor
Some people of the land were actually rich and never left, they eventually become known as ‘uneducated and poor’. Poor and rich returnees become known as ‘educated and rich’ they started to abuse the poor
God was supposed to reward the righteous, and punish the wicked. In Parisian time this was not the case, many wicked were prospering, and many righteous poor were suffering
Problem of evil: With monotheism, God is good and singular, how does he allow evil? Evil is explained via polytheism by other evil Gods. Problem: Why worship a God who allows evil and doesn't reward righteousness
Book of Job describes how Job is subject to evil yet never curses the name of God, Job and his friends question God since Job did no wrong. God appears and says to never question him or his authority, God returns peace and order in Job’s life
Very dark pessimistic work. Repeated phrase “all is vanity”
Evildoers not only prosper, but when they put God to the test they escape
All the dead simply went down to Sheol forever; both good and bad
In the Greek period the book of Enoch is written, it is about overseers (watchers) another name of Angels, who describe how evil came to be before the flood. They are the first to mention how the dead are raised and judged 
This book solves the crisis of faith because it says the righteous who did not receive their reward will be raised to enjoy the new perfect creation with all evil removed, and the wicked who did not receive their punishment will be thrown in hell
The day of YHWH is the day which the dead are raised and judged to go either to heaven or hell
Class 16: The Novella: 
Answers//
The book of Jonah, the book of Ruth, the book of Tobit, the book of Esther, the book of Daniel (first half), and the book of Judith
All books use the Hebrew language of the Second Temple period and reflect problems faced in Second Temple period.
Concerns foreigners accepting YHWH and concerns keeping faith under duress 
Stories:
Jonah: Called by YWHW to preach to the Assyrians, doesn't want to, gets eaten by a fish but prays and is saved—> Jonah preaches to Assyrians who repent, YHWH forgives those who repent, Jonah is upset with YHWH for doing this, YHWH explains he is the God of all people
Tobit: Tobit worships at Jerusalem apposed to temples of Dan and Bethel, Tobit is exiled by Assyrians, Tobit sends his son on a mission to marry a pure Israelite Jew, some goes on mission and is helped by God
Ruth: A man from Bethlehem moves to Moab and his children marry Moabite women, man and his sons die, Ruth; one of the daughter-in-laws, is faithful to to God of her husband, Ruth and Boaz marry, they are great-grandparents of King David
Esther: Esther is an orphan Jewess, she is made queen after Mordecai adopts her, an evil chief minister gets everyone to support him apposed to the new queen and her husband, the new evil minister arranges for the jews and royal family to get killed, Esther arranges with help from fate (God) to have the chief minister killed, festival of Purim is to celebrate this close-call (plan to kill the jews is thwarted)
Judith: General of Assyrian empire is to kill Judah and Jerusalem jewish states, Judith on the word of God is to go visit the general; she represents the nation of Judah, general falls in love with Judith, she kills him by cutting his head off, army sees body and flees
Daniel: Daniel and companions are taken to Babylon as exiles, Daniel becomes chief minister and is called to interpret dreams and signs, Daniel’s faith is tested when he interprets dreams to worship idols and king or will die, God saves them through their loyalty to him
In Persian period their is no themes or evidence of antagonism towards the Jews
Anti-semitism in Greek period: Refusal to sacrifice in name of emperor, Refusing to partake in civil religious ceremonies; faithful jews would not partake, Some Jewish beliefs would cause resentment they are the special people only to God

Class 17: Poetry and Song: 
Answers//
Find them mainly in The Biblical Book of Psalms
The Psalms is the main one, supposed author is King David
The song of Songs: author is supposedly Solomon; a love song, very sexual, seen as a metaphor of love between God and his people. Lamentations: author is Jeremiah after the fall of Jerusalem, very dark and mournful
Class 18: Wisdom: 
Answers//
Narratives like Job, Treatises like Qoheleth (Ecclesiastes), Wisdom of Solomon, Wisdom of Ben Sirach (Ecclesiasticus)
Creation was done through wisdom, creation was a manifestation of wisdom, wisdom is and is all around, this creator God was the primary god off wisdom
Since creation was a manifestation of wisdom, the order of creation is wisdom: law of creation was wisdom, order of creation was truth, justice, good, and righteousness. Wisdom was: truth, justice, good, and righteousness
 Jewish/Israelite terminology was wisdom; the Torah was wisdom
The book of Proverbs is maxims; wisdom personified with Lady Wisdom
Author: Solomon
Wisdom presented through Lady Wisdom
She speaks of being with God at creation
Lady Wisdom was with God as creation, God’s law of creation is thus wisdom
A Proverb is a pithy saying; advice on how to live
Goal of a Proverb was to live righteously: the goal of wisdom was to live according to the order of creation, this goal is according to the Word of God: His Torah
Associations of wisdom as mother, and the Tree of Life = wisdom associated with Asherah (Asherah is associated with Tree of Life). —> Asherah the wife of El was also associated with wisdom
Class 18: The Hellenistic period: 
Answers//
Alexandre the Great conquered the Persian empire around 336–323
Conquers Persian empire to India and Egypt
Once Alexander died: divided into areas: Seleucid Kingdom; Asia Minor and Mesopotamia, Ptolemaic Kingdom; Egypt, Levant between first two
Ruled by Ptolemies at first (320–198)
Centred in Egypt
After Ptolemies, Judah was ruled by Seleucids in 198–168
They controlled Anatolia to Mesopotamia
Governed by an emperor who then appointed a high priest 
High-Priest collected taxes; tax collection went to the highest bidder, winner would collect any amount and keep the difference 
Jews who wished to become more hellenistic were called Hellenizers
City called Polis, economic advantages, Arena was built for public games and competitions, 
Emperor Antiochus IV Epiphanes caused a revolt by banning Judaism
Temple is desecrated and became Temple of Zeus (equated with YHWH)
Started with Mattathias, then lead by his son Judah the Hammer
Dynasty called: Hasmonean dynasty, and Maccabean dynasty
Festival of Hannukah
No they did not take control of Judah all at once, was over many different leaders/empires/dynasties
Samaria, Perea, Idumea, Paralia, Perea…
Class 18: The Hellenistic period: 
Answers//
Two parts: Part 1 (first half): Short stories of Daniel at Babylonian court. Part 2 (second half): an apocalypse with four visions
First vision: Four beasts rises out of the sea, The Ancient of Days hold court and judge the last beast, The Son of Man arrives on clouds, An angel explains to Daniel what the vision means
Sea: Manifestation of dragon in the sea; Leviathan. Four beasts represent the four major empires since the exile; The Babylonians, the Medes, the Persians, and (last) the Greeks
The Ancient One sets up thrones, his hair and clothing are pure white, this is the “El” manifestation of God
The Son of Man comes in riding on clouds (an Angel)
He is son of Adam: Humanity, we are all the children of Adam. The Son of Man figure is then given everlasting dominion, glory, and kingship by the Ancient One
An Angel explains the vision to Daniel 
Three main explanations: 1) He is an angelic representative of Israel, namely Michael; 2) He is simply a metaphorical figure representing Israel much like the beasts representing the empires; 3) He is the YHWH manifestation of God.
YHWH is also the heavenly representative of Israel: in Deuteronomy 32, the other gods represent the other nations and YHWH represents Israel
The Book of Daniel is to provide reassurance in a time of crisis and to help support the uprising. Does this through: God is in control, God as a plan, the crisis will only last 3 1/2 years, God will restore Israel
Main themes: Maintaining faith under persecution, God punishes arrogant leaders, Monotheistic perspective; God is the only god
Apocalyptic literature: means revelation, revealing heavenly things. 3 characteristics: 1) The revelation is a vision, 2) The revelation is usually guided by an angel, who explains the elements of the vision, 3) The revelation is eschatological (end of times) in nature
Day of YHWH first introduced by Isaiah
Judgement spoken of by the Prophets; reward for the righteous, punishment for the wicked
Related to creation because it is the day of restoration and the reordering of creation
New humans will be perfect, the spirit of God will reside in them, Law/Torah written on their hearts, forever perfect and in perfect health
The people of YHWH will assume their rightful place; they will be the ruling nation, will be completely wealthy, healthy and wise, the lost tribes will be gathered. Great kingdom of God will begin
The leaders will be the “perfect leaders” chosen/anointed by God
There will be 4 messiahs: 1)The heavenly Messiah, 2) The Davidic (or king) messiah, 3) An Aaronide/Zadokite (or high priest) messiah, 4) A prophet messiah.
The Messiah (Hebrew) means = The Anointed (English) = The Christ (Greek)
The book of Isaiah, The book of Ezekiel, The book of Haggai and Zechariah, The book of Joel, The book of Malachi
Class 19: Divisions, Rome, and Herod: 
Answers//
Gives account of the rise of the Hasmonean/Maccabean dynasty
Antiochus IV Epiphanes (168)
 Mattathias dies, and his son Judah the Hammer (Maccabee) leads the revolt. After Judah’s death, his brother Jonathan led the revolt
Jonathon took on the role of leader and high priest
Described Judah under their rules as: his rule was pleasing to them, as was the honour shown him, all his days, the proper running of the order of creation
Was not all peaceful: Judah was a semi-vassal state; a lot of war within, revolt against Alexander Jannaeus, Dynasty ends with fight over the succession
The Hasmoneans took role of high‐priests; By tradition, only Zadokites could be high‐priests. The Hasmoneans were also kings; they were not from the Davidic line. There was a revolt that was brutally squashed
Main groups:
The Essense (Zadokites in the Wilderness): Intense study of scripture and Torah, Very strict, Highly Ascetic (non‐materialistic), Strong expectation of coming of Day of YHWH; Believed in resurrection and judgement of dead
The Sadducees (Zadokites in Jerusalem): Generally supported Hasmoneans, Besides being high‐priests, Hasmoneans did not change who ran temple; Zadokites (Sadducees) still ran temple, Minimalist attitude to law; Did not believe in resurrection or accept oral tradition on law
The Scribes (Priestly Experts on the Law): The scribes were teachers of Torah and lawyers; Believed by many to be priests, Connected with the temple; “Scribes of the Pharisees”
The Pharisees (Non‐Priestly teachers of Law): Focus on studying scripture and Torah; Applied Torah to daily life, Primarily non‐priests; Accepted Jerusalem priesthood: but considered it impure, “Separatists”; Believed to mean they separated themselves from sinners
Some scholars speak of Judaisms: Views of the different sects (the Essenes, Sadducees, and Pharisees) quite different. Common Judaism: They stress the commonality between the different Jewish groups. Five: 1) Israel is God’s people, 2) Monotheistic understanding of God, 3) Torah centred, 4) Temple centred, 5) Eschatological (death and judgment)
Herod descended from Edomite (Edom). Antipater was the father of Herod, he was appointed governor for saving Julius Caesar, then Herod was appointed king in Rome for his loyalty during rebellions and Persian Invasion
Herod rebuilds a lot; took massive rebuilding of the Temple (Jerusalem)
Herod dies in 4 BCE, then gets divided amongst his sons: Judea, Samaria, and Idumea: Herod Archelaus. Galilee and Perea (Transjordan opposite Judea): Herod Antipas. Northeast Transjordan: Philip
High eschatological expectation, anti‐taxation protests. Led Judah to revolt against Romans 
Ended around 70 CE
Class 20: Christology, Gospel, and the Jesus Tradition: 
Answers//
First christians were the followers of Jesus of Nazareth
They believed Jesus was the Christ, thus given the name “Christians”
Christ (Greek) translates to Messiah (Hebrew)
English translation is “Anointed”
Four messiah’s: A Heavenly messiah, A Davidic messiah, A Priestly messiah, A Prophetical messiah
Son of Man (Heavenly messiah): Debated as either simply a human, or an angel. Less common: minority of scholars think he is God
Scholars believe he is an angel; described as Heavenly messiah LIKE a human
Binitarianism: The belief that God manifests in two forms
Christology: The theological understanding a person or group has concerning the nature of someone as Christ
Low christology: The messiah is a normal human. High christology: The messiah is a heavenly being. Highest possible Christology: The messiah is God or an aspect of God
Old scholarly consensus: Christians originally had a low Christology, which developed over time into a high Christology (Jesus was low then became high). New scholarly consensus: Christians had the highest Christology either before or shortly after Jesus’s death
Paul: Jesus first Heavenly, then Human, then Heavenly Messiah. Thus Jesus was originally a heavenly being (High christology)
Jesus as LORD, YHWH for Hebrews
Jesus existed as a Heavenly messiah before he was born a human; Jesus was High christology originally 
Jesus must die in order to change back into the Heavenly messiah aka The Son of Man aka Christ. Jesus has to die in order for the Spirit to come
No scholarly consensus on how Jesus viewed his Christological status
If there was, it would of been part of his public message or teaching to his disciples. His disciples are presented as not understanding his (high) Christological nature
Jesus was seen as The Apocalyptic Prophet. His primary message is an apocalyptic message: The Day of YHWH is at hand, God is giving a special offer of forgiveness, however one must repent
The miracles show he really is from God and his message of forgiveness is true by healing, Jesus brings the perfect state of the future Kingdom of God to those healed
The New Testament is a collection of texts by people who believe Jesus is the Heavenly and Davidic Messiah. It contains: 1) Historical accounts: the Gospels and Acts, 2) Letters, 3) An Apocalypse
Deciding criterion seems to be that the text had to go back to the disciples of the first generation
Two types of Gospels: Synoptic gospels: Mark, Luke, and Matthew, and John’s gospel
All contain: 1) Accounts of Jesus’s teaching, 2) Accounts of Jesus’s miracles, 3) Accounts of Jesus’s arrest, death, and resurrection
“Gospel” in Greek means “good news”; The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. “good news” of Jesus Christ
The good news is both the teachings of Jesus and that Jesus is God
Three main purposes: 1) To give account of Jesus’s words and deeds (Historical purpose), 2) To show that Jesus is the Messiah (Theological purpose), 3) To show that Jesus was not criminal, and that he was wrongly crucified (Political purpose)
Synoptic gospels: Mostly small units of text called pericopae (singular: pericope)
put to together to form a narrative; Each pericope contains either a single teaching of Jesus or a single miracle story; Jesus only goes to Jerusalem once. John’s gospel: Jesus’s teaching in John is not singular pericopae joined together, but long speeches; Jesus goes to Jerusalem several times.
Jesus’s birth—>(A): Jesus is baptized—>(B): Jesus’s mission in Galilee—>(C): Jesus is transfigured—>(B): Jesus’s mission on way to and in Jerusalem—>(A): Jesus is arrested and crucified—> Jesus’s resurrection
Luke and Matthew contain more material than Mark; They have birth stories (Mark does not), They resurrection accounts (Mark does not). Luke and Matthew, however, contain almost all of Mark
Theory: The gospels of Luke and Matthew each used the same two primary sources: 1) Mark and 2) A sayings gospel scholars call Q
Q is a secondary source in which Luke and Matthew were believed to have used for their Gospels, reasons: Luke and Matthew in quoting Jesus’s sayings at times use the exact same wording, Order of sayings is sometimes the same.
Pericopae means: A set of verses which from one coherent thought or unit 
Older view: Oral traditions are unreliable; no control mechanisms, traditions could easily be changed. New view: Oral traditions can be very reliable; often control mechanisms—community does not allow change—mechanisms do not allow for certain traditions to be changed
The community self‐regulates the change allowed; there are guardians of the tradition. The more important the tradition to the community the less the tradition can change. Jesus miracles often change in the details, but the main characters, plot, and point of the story stays the same, Especially Jesus’s words: there is little change in the synoptic tradition
Evidence of leaders: Jesus appoints 12 disciples as leaders and three of these receive special teaching, Letters of Paul speak of people in charge in Jerusalem, and of the twelve and the three, The Book of Acts also presents a definite leadership structure
Class 21: The Gospel of Mark: 
Answers//
Traditionally believed to have been written by Peter’s Scribe, Mark, in Rome early 70s
Seven main sections; Baptism: (1) Jesus receives Holy Spirit. Galilee section in two parts—(2) Jesus is the One of Wisdom and Power, (3) Disciples do not recognized Jesus as the Messiah. (4) Disciples do not recognized Jesus as the Messiah. Jerusalem section in two parts—(5) Jesus’s teaches disciples on leadership on way to Jerusalem, (6) Jesus as rejected cornerstone of temple and Son of Man. (7) Arrest, and death, (and resurrection in longer version)
He announced that the Day of YHWH was arriving soon, He also announced that God was offering a special forgiveness to sinners who repented, John the Baptist also taught kindness and sharing with the poor
Saying his baptism is an entrance to the new eschatological kingdom of Israel
Johns teachings on righteousness have to do with helping, sharing, and being kind to the poor and those with less than you
The turning point is the transfiguration of Jesus, Jesus starts talking about how he must go to Jerusalem to die; he must die in order to transfigured into his heavenly state. This divides the text into two: 1) Mission in Galilee, 2) Journey to and mission in Jerusalem
Mark connects these events: 1) In all three Jesus is declared the Son of God, 2) Reference to the heavens, 3) The Transfiguration is surrounded by Jesus saying he must die
Mark implies that his death is also a transformative event; Just like his Baptism, Just like the Transfiguration
The Transfiguration show’s Jesus’s true God‐like nature; He is described as becoming dazzling white; God’s voice confirms his heavenly status as his Son. Thus become heavenly being
Mark provides meaning in three ways: 1) He has spiritual beings speak, 2) By changing details in stories to make connections, 3) By his arrangement of material
Pattern: (a) Disciples (b) Power panel (a) Disciples (c) Wisdom panel (a) Disciples (a) Disciples (c) Wisdom panel (a) Disciples (b) Power Panel (a) Disciples
Two panels: Power Panel: 4 examples of Jesus’s healing power, and Wisdom Panel: 4 controversy stories. Wisdom Panel: 4 seed parable sections, and Power Panel: 4 miracles showing Jesus’s immense power. Jesus is thus presented as YHWH, THE One of wisdom and power
Beelzebul controversy: Jesus is accused of being possessed by Satan; Jesus can bind Satan
Begins the section: Jesus possessed by Spirit is tempted in wilderness, Ends the section: Jesus in the wilderness teaches people and gathers twelve baskets
Mark’s message in this section is: indicate that Jesus’s purpose in receiving the Spirit is to gather Israel
The symbolic significance of Jesus stilling the storm is that the Kingdom of God is very soon
Pharisees and Herodians plotting to kill Jesus because he heals on the Sabbath
The Kingdom of God means both kingdom and rule; Present: Act of creation, Future: Righteous future people/elect/chosen of God
Both present and future. Future: Will take place after Day of YHWH; The fully perfect kingdom of God will then ensue for all time. Present: present in creation; Will be fully present in future, 
The disciples are portrayed both positively and negatively: Positively: Personally chosen by Jesus, the LORD, Taught everything by him, Represent the new Israel of the Kingdom. Negative: They do not understand that he is YHWH/the Messiah, They do not understand that he must die, They desert him when arrested
1) Faith, prayer, and forgiveness can supply everything, 2)  Double‐love commandment more important than temple sacrifices
Temple destroyed because Temple leadership did not bear fruit; Fig tree is seen as symbolizing the temple, Temple also destroyed because instead of bearing fruit it has focused on making money. The destruction of Jerusalem is presented as the birth‐ pangs that will usher in the Day of YHWH
Faith and prayer is presented as replacing the temple
No, not anti-semitic because Mark was a Jew, This is a typical Jewish response to national disaster, Destruction becomes viewed as part of God's plan
———
Class 22: Jesus’s death and the Gospels of Luke and Matthew: 
Answers//
Jesus’s death is important for 2 reasons: It was believed that through his death he became the Messiah, and his death as a criminal needs to be explained
An apologetic narrative is written to present history and evidence, and defend christianity from objections. Jesus’s story is apologetic because it defends the fact that Jesus was killed for criminal charges yet still the “christ” (Messiah) (gives christianity reason)
The most probable reason he was killed is that Jesus was collecting crowds and generating messianic fever
Yes, Romans indirectly ruled Judah, and the Jewish authorities managed administrative functions and would look out for trouble; high Priest chief representative to Roman governor
Messianic and/or apocalyptic fever was viewed as dangerous as it would form big crowds of people which was viewed as volatile 
The Gospels are not in chronological order, but rather in order of theme; geographically
We write history in chronological order
Words of Jesus are very similar if not the same in the synoptic gospels
Very similar because the more important the oral tradition the less likely it is to change
Stories seem to be the same, but the details are different. For example: in the exorcism of legions of demons, Matthew as two instead of one demoniacs
The feeding stories show that the oral tradition of what Jesus did/said (the point of the story) did not change due to its high level of importance, however small details changed in regards to numbers 
12 = 12 tribes of Israel; 5 = significance unknown, but 5 is found in The Book of Numbers; 4 = number for worlds; 7 = number for the creation of the world
Two–source theory states that their is a “less known” second source; Luke and Matthew use Mark as frame + “Q” source as the second source
Luke and Matt both use Mark, then either add or remove info which is substituted with Q; Luke has 2 insertions form Q, Matt has 5 insertions from Q
Both add different birth stories with genealogies at the beginning; Both add different resurrection accounts at the end
Through insertions called: the lesser interpolation and the greater interpolation
Significance: 5 = found in The Book of Numbers, and Matthew’s goal seems to symbolically provide a new Torah
Only Luke removes Mark material, Matthew simply rearranges it
L material: material special to Luke; M material: material special to Matthew
1) Gospel to the Gentiles, 2) Gospel of salvation to tall, 3) Gospel that includes women, 4) Gospel of the Spirit, 5) Gospel for the poor
It is called Gospel of the Gentiles because: Less concern with Torah issues, Luke uses Septuagint rather than Hebrew versions, Salvation is for all… thus focus on Gentiles (not Jewish)
Matthew has 5 teaching blocks; adds Q info; 5 is a significant number. Arranged in 5 teaching blocks just like the Torah 
Because of his focus on the Torah, Genealogy beginning with Abraham (not Adam like Luke), and Jesus is presented as a new Moses
Gospel is also anti-jewish: Long section against Pharisees and scribes, tend to emphasize Gentiles, Gospel ends with the resurrected Jesus sending the disciples to the Gentiles
Connects Moses to Jesus by: Birth stories; The killing of the babies by Herod echoes the killing of babies by the Pharaoh, Jesus’s family escapes to Egypt and returns, Jesus gives Sermon on Mount; It is given on mountain—> Moses received his law on a mountain…
Jesus does not abolish the Torah
He presents Jesus’s teachings as surpassing the torah by Jesus saying a law then adding additional conditions
Not murder + Jesus: must not even have anger and must reconcile. Not commit adultery + Jesus: must not even have lust; it is better to pluck out eye. An eye for an eye + Jesus: do not even retaliate, but give to everyone
In general the outward commandment of action is internalized and spiritualized; made moral
Jesus’s teaching focuses on interior mental attitude; the double love commandment: 1) Love God with all your heart (Shema) + 2) Love your neighbour as yourself. This wasn't uncommon, Rabbi Hillel did the same
 Matthew by his emphasis is saying Jesus’s teaching foreshadowed the future coming of Spirit; to be seen at the time of Matthew by some Christians as replacing the Torah. 
All the Gospels have the same “high Christology” however, Matthew sees Jesus has even higher christology on earth
Class 23: The Teaching of Jesus: 
Answers//
Four main categories: 1) Apocalyptic message, 2) Social justice message, 3) Leadership message, 4) Message to those apposing
The message does not differ from John the Baptist’s
Kingdom of God: Kingdom is like a sower (Jesus), sowing seed (his teaching) on different types of ground (hearers) for a harvest (the kingdom). Kingdom is like seed growing: nobody knows exactly how. Kingdom is like mustard seed: starts tiny grows large
The kingdom is constituted as: Sower=Jesus; Sowing seeds=His teachings; Grounds=Hearers; The harvest=The Kingdom
Other translation: Rule
Right not, God’s full rule is only in heaven. Not fully on earth because his rule is challenged by evil
In the future, The Day of YHWH will happen, and when this happens all evil/chaos/disorder will be eliminated
God’s rule is present right now through his continuous act of creation; without God’s “rule” nothing would exist. 
Jesus and his disciples viewed his miracles as evidence that the kingdom is very, very, close
Jesus sums up the Torah with the double-love commandment: Love God with all your heart, and Love your neighbour. Repentance is thus shown through love
Rabbi Hillel also introduced the emphasis on loving our neighbour
Two main critiques: 1) He does not have the right to forgive sins, and 2) Jesus associates mostly with sinners and not good people
Answers: 1) Message of forgiveness proven by miracles: if God did not forgive, then he would not allow healing to take place. And 2) God is merciful and loving and wants people to repent and rejoices when they do, thus Jesus associates with sinners, because he is calling people to repent
At first called themselves followers of the “way” 
The “way” of Jesus is summed up by following the Double Love commandment
Other qualities that place emphasis on love, mercy, and compassion
Jesus was of the view that the Torah over complicated things, teachers over complicate: the Pharisees and Scribes; trying to follow the Spirit of the Torah and adapt it to every day life there is danger of creating countless further rules
Mental attitude of the “way” is described as one should not have hate, anger, pride, lust, but rather one should have love, compassion, mercy. Emphasis on being humble too
Yes, what one also does externally is important. Jesus uses the metaphor of bearing fruit; people will be judged by the fruit they bear 
Jesus is an advocate for sharing wealth and material possessions; helping the poor, wealth is not for storing
 Jesus was not ascetic like his mentor John the Baptist
Jesus says to be merciful and to not judge
Jesus’s way is imitation dei because he is imitating God; One must love and not hate or have anger, One must be merciful and not be judgemental
The Way of Jesus is summarized in Luke’s Sermon(6:20–49) on the Plain and Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount (5–7)
Class 23: The Gospel and Letters of John: 
Answers//
Gospel of John: When: end of first century; Where: region of Ephesus; Who: John—> Unlikely John, son of Zebedee, one of the twelve
Tells us that there was many authors
Many authors due to: Inconsistencies, Overly repetitious, and No apparent structure. One author due to: Consistent style and language, Consistent themes, and Highly structured
Three common goals with synoptic gospels: 1) To cause people to believe Jesus is the Messiah, 2) To explain that Jesus died for theological reasons not criminal reasons, and 3) To show and justify why the gospel went to the Gentiles
Unique to John: 1) To show Jesus and God are one, 2) To show that Jesus came in the flesh/how the Heavenly Messiah could be human, and 3) Emphasis on the importance of the coming of the Spirit for salvation
John was described as being the “mystery” gospel, mystery can be translated into spiritual. John’s gospel was spiritual because it had literal meaning and a symbolic or spiritual (theological) meaning (Clement)
John’s gospel was to be read metaphorically; it acts as both history and story, however it expresses theological truth not physical what happened truth
Very few similarities: The Gospel of John is a gospel, Baptism and receiving Spirit, Calling disciples to help with mission, Dual activities of teaching and performing miracles, and Confrontation with Jewish leaders
Reasons for thinking he knew the synoptic gospels: Lack of evidence (little mention) is not evidence of lack (no knowledge), and the widespread communication going on. Reasons against thinking: The Gospel of John for the most part does mention Jesus’s teaching and miracles as found in the synoptic tradition; therefore, he does not know them 
Silent in regards to synoptic tradition because: These aspects of the Jesus tradition are already well covered in Mark, Luke, and Matthew, and His desire is to focus on other things
Main themes: Witness and belief and doing, Love and the Spirit, The beloved disciple
Jews could of meant: Geographic: person from Judah. Ethnic/genetic: member of tribe of Judah. Religious: follows Torah; includes converts. Political: Jewish leadership
John used the term “Jews” to refer to the Jewish authorities in Jerusalem who oppose Jesus
The Jewish peoples both supported Jesus and didn't support him; True to say “the Jews” believed and accepted Jesus as the Messiah as it is to say “the Jews” rejected and killed Jesus—> All of the first disciples and first generation leadership were Jewish
Class 24: Main Themes of John: 
Answers//
See powerpoint
See powerpoint
He performs 7 miracles which signify that he is the Messiah
John calls Jesus’s miracles Signs, signs that Jesus is the heavenly Messiah
Two major themes: 1) Jesus and God are one, 2) Gentiles included in the people of God
John’s Christology amongst the other Gospels is extremely high Christology. Jesus is explicitly the Messiah from heaven, Jesus is explicitly pre‐existence, Jesus is otherworldly, all knowing, and always in control in John, and Jesus is present as YHWH on earth
There are seven “I am” sayings, YHWH means “I am Who I am”, meaning when Jesus says he is something, he is showing that “I am” a manifestation of YHWH on earth; he is everything he is
John greatly emphasizes that Jesus is flesh and blood because it shows he is the Word made flesh at the beginning of the gospel meaning Chris himself was made a real human
He was fighting the belief (heresy) of Docetism which is the belief that Christ from heaven was either: 1) Actually a spirit that only appeared to be in physical form as Jesus, 2) Or, as a Spirit possessed the physical Jesus, but was distinct from Jesus
Two worlds; realm of divine (Gods), and the physical realm (earth), Greeks believed God who is fully real cannot participate in the physical world, and was purely spirit. Only the spiritual realm is “real” 
John’s gospel promotes the full inclusion of the Gentiles as the people of God because there is an emphasis that Word became flesh for the salvation of all people
Class 24: Acts and the Spread of the Gospel: 
Answers//
See powerpoint
The main theme is Spirit and Gospel going to the Gentiles
Acts is a continuation of the gospel of Luke, written by Luke
It is a community full of the Spirit, that prays, teaches, and completely shares its wealth
There are 3 trials of the community
Jesus has 3 trials; 1) Before assembly of chief priests, elders, and scribes, 2) Before Herod, 3) Before Pilate
Luke connects them both by the wording, which is found in no other gospels
Paul has 3 trials
Luke is showing that we must forgive our enemies and repent; they say to forgive the enemies and yell to God to take their spirits, then immediately they die. Shows the theme of Spirit and Gospel going to the Gentiles
Gospel first spreads to semi-gentiles; The Samaritans and Ethiopians. These people are YHWH worshippers but not Jewish
Was a council called to settle the question of the Gentiles
It was called for two reasons: 1) Should Gentiles be accepted as full members of the community? and 2) If yes, should they have to follow the Torah? It was decided that: since God had accepted (yes(1)) the Gentiles without following the Torah, they did not have to follow it (yes(2))
Arguments for: If they are going to be part of the people of God, then they should follow the rules God gave for his people. Arguments against: God had accepted the Gentiles without following the Torah, they did not have to follow it
Class 25: Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles: 
Answers//
Paul made 3 major journeys 
Saul was a Hellenistic Jew from Tarsus
Saul (Paul) was originally there to persecute to Christians
Saul’s opinion was changed on his way to Damascus when he saw a blinding light from the heavens which was Jesus talking to him: "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting”
He experiences Jesus as LORD through a flashing light from the heavens
During Paul’s lost years he returned to Jerusalem, and is in Tarsus for several years
The Community in Antioch formed from many pilgrims that would come to Jerusalem from all over the diaspora (the Mediterranean and Mesopotamia). There was an attack on the “Hellenistic” or Greek‐speaking Jewish Christians in Jerusalem which caused many to flee home or to Antioch
Paul’s first journey was to Cyprus to check‐up on what is happening to the Christians in Antioch
Paul sets up communities in 3 ways: 1) He would spend a few weeks in the community, 2) He would keep in contact, 3) He seems to have appointed people in charge
No, he would return to communities to see how they're doing 
Paul’s letters are responses to things he has heard about in the communities he has established (letters are thus part of his checking‐up process)
His letters are “occasional” because they would only be sent to check–up on communities once their was a specific situation or occasion
Some other authors are: John, Peter, James, and last author is unknown
Authorship is difficult to determine because there are many pseudepigrapha (false writings), may have been mostly written by scribes, and They may have also been written mostly by his co‐authors. Only 7 undisputed letters are not in question
General significance is to show a desire for unity, to each address a problem, and indicate contact maintained
Only 7 letters are proven to be written by him, the rest are unknown and either written by a co-author or written by a scribe
Letters not written by him are called pseudepigrapha
Difficult to determine because he used scribes or had co-authors
Unity is the most central theme of Pauline letters; issue of unity; christians getting separated. Metaphors would be the division of the Lord’s Supper and no division in the Spirit
Problem with the Gentiles was sexual morality; Greek sexual mores were different from Jewish sexual mores. Sacrificing good meat to Idols (only God is real, sacrifice to Idols is pointless)
Sacrificing meat to Idols had no point, Paul stated that eating meat at Pagan festivals did no harm however, one cannot eat at the table of the Idols (demons) and at the table of the Lord, thus sacrifice is still necessary
Faith vs. Works: opposition fits belief in Jesus and his teaching (faith) against the Torah (works). Thus, Gentiles did not need to follow the Torah. Paul argues: without fait, doing work is pointless; Paul argues that salvation comes via faith and not by performing the physical aspects of the Torah
Problems: There is no evidence of Jews practising the Torah without faith, no conflict between following Torah and having faith, Jesus’s teaching which insists that one must also bear fruit…
Letter of James argues:  one cannot have faith without works, and Jesus’s teaching which insists that one must also bear fruit
Paul was not against doing things, but against doing things without faith or the Spirit or love
Doing things was called bearing fruits; “the fruits of the Spirit”
Says that the Torah is only the physical imperfect representation of the “heavenly Torah”, thus, he argues that the Spirit of God represents the perfect heavenly Torah
Class 26: Hebrews and I John: 
Answers//
Jesus’s death differs by: In John Jesus dies at the same time as the Passover Lambs vs. In the synoptic gospels Jesus dies the day after Passover
John is saying he becomes the ultimate Passover sacrifice, thus Jesus’s blood replaces the saving blood of Passover
Same from the Synoptic Gospel because the Eucharist where one drinks the blood of Jesus replaces the blood of Passover. Thus, different but similar 
Passover remembers the last Plague in Egypt and the Exodus from Egypt, they were to sacrifice a lamb and dab the blood on the doors of their house
Jesus is the perfect sacrifice because: He was the Son of God, He had no sin and was beyond temptation, and Jesus “takes away the sin of the world”, he is called the “Lamb of God”
Lamb of God because: The same way the Lamb blood takes away the plague and the blood of Jesus takes away sin and allow for Christians to enter the New Israel, the Kingdom of God
It allows him to be obedient unto death and gives him the name above names. It takes away the sin of the world
The central theme of Hebrews is that sacrifice needed to be done in a temple by a high priest. Jesus replaces this by becoming both sacrificer and sacrificed; both priest and lamb
He needs to die to take away all sin, then this allows him to return to what he was, the Word of God, the Heavenly Messiah, which then allows him to return and give the Spirit, a gift and grace of God to redeem sin
It is Grace, because the spirt of God becomes an unearned gift
Baptism was not enough because one needed to stay repentant and not sin; Since only Jesus was perfect, we all sin
When on sins, one falls out of the state of grace—> One receives the Spirit at baptism, and all one has to do is turn to the Spirit inside—> this Spirit that gives one the ability to resist evil and be righteous
1 John outlines this theory of receiving Grace
For John the Spirit connects one to God; it is described in three ways: 1) Light, 2) Righteousness, and 3) Love. All three are the same thing—> the spirit of God
Faith defines our work—> the Word of God that defines and is righteousness; the Torah, thus Jesus defined the Torah and thus righteousness as Love. We must not simply abide (faith), but we must practice Love (work)
Class 26: Revelation: 
Answers//
Apocalypse means Revelation; a revealing of heavenly things
Three characteristics of an apocalypse: 1) The revelation is a vision, 2) The revelation is usually guided by an angel, who explains the elements of the vision, and 3) The revelation is eschatological in nature
We find it in John’s Apocalypse, and in The Book of Revelations
The number 7 is predominant; 7 is the number of creation and the world
See Powerpoint
An apocalypse of all apocalypses because: John’s Apocalypse draws on almost all visions of God we know in Hebrew literature, and also draws on the imagery of all the previous apocalyptic literature
Structure shows that: God is in complete command, and All has been foreseen and is part of God’s plan
Merkabah Mysticism is: A  tradition of Jewish mysticism that is based on having visions of God’s throne; God’s throne, God’s court… (7 throne visions)
Babylon is a cipher for Rome; Represented as whore: idolatry, Drunk on blood of witnesses to Jesus. Criticism focuses on rich rulers and merchants and ships that trade
The new Jerusalem represents Church. The city is based on the number 12; 12 tribes, but now nations, Perfect cube of 12 thousand units, Walls have twelve precious stones; twelve gates of pearl…
No there is no temple, it is not needed

