Hellenism is the blend of Greece and the Orient that arose in the wake of Alexander’s conquests and embraced all aspects of life. 
Alexander the Great (356-323 BCE)
· King of Macedonia (Southeastern Europe) 336-323
· Overthrew the Persian Empire, carried Macedonian arms to India, and laid the foundations for the Hellenistic world of territorial kingdoms
· Educated by the philosopher Aristotle
· extending from 332 B.C.E. onward
Hellenism:
· Spreading from India to Spain and including Persian, Semitic, and Egyptian tracts, Alexander’s empire made possible the universalization of Greek culture. Hellenism was effectively spread by Roman emperor Augustus, who made Romans the patrons of Hellenism.There was a mixture of Roman and Greek unity after Augustus.
· Above all, Hellenism refers to a specific cultural phenomenon, a world culture that permeated the western and eastern parts of the Mediterranean world; it extended well into Roman times. In fact, although the Romans were the ones who helped Greek culture to its victory, the Greeks’ influence around the world was already felt prior to the Hellenistic period and the Roman takeover, and remained dominant in the East up to the 4th century C.E. 
· It now denotes that blend of Greece and the Orient arising in the wake of Alexander’s conquests and embracing all aspects of life. Beyond the command of the Greek language, it came to mean the adoption of Greek education and all its ideals. 
· Hellenistic culture was dominated by two figures: Alexander the Great, who dreamed it, and Augustus, who Hellenized the most important regions of the realm and made Romans the patrons of Greek culture. 
Hellenism in Palestine The process of Hellenization in Palestine began with Alexander’s conquest in 332 and was intensified thereafter. Greek became the language of commerce, government, and literature in the cities and in the upper levels of society. Aramaic and Hebrew continued to be used in other areas of life, so that a truly bilingual (or trilingual) society emerged, especially in cities like Jerusalem. 
· From 250 on, all Judaism were under the spell of the ascending culture. Palestinian Judaism stood in a situation of uneasy tension between acceptance and rejection of the Hellenistic spirit. It was clear to mobile strata of society that, were they to climb the social ladder and share in the “blessings of civilization,” they had to invest in better education, that is, Greek paideia, and multiply contacts with the non-Jewish world. 
· A movement appeared around 175 B.C.E., predominantly made up of well-to-do aristocrats of Jerusalem around the high priest Jason, that espoused the so-called Hellenistic reform; it was symbolized by the construction, due to the same Jason, of a gymnasium at the foot of the temple mount. 
· Encouraged by the Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV Epiphanes, it sought to transform the largely international Jerusalem into a Greek polis, to alter the traditional way of life, and to bring about what was perceived by some as an excessive Hellenization of the land, even as an attempt to abolish Torah. The Maccabees revolted (168–164) and led a movement of self-assertion to overcome cultural and religious assimilation, and to counter the policy of alienation sponsored by the Jewish reform party. In spite of the success of the nationalistic revolt, the Hasmoneans did not stop nor even really slow down the process of Hellenization in Palestine; as soon as they themselves came to power they pursued it. 
· In fact, with the passing of time, Jewish faith felt less and less threatened by Hellenization. Greek models were imitated without inhibition; With Herod and the Herodians the process reached a new climax. Jerusalem was then a Hellenistic city through and through. In Judea in the first century C.E., and still more in Galilee, epigraphic evidence shows that a strong minority spoke Greek as the mother-tongue; most inscriptions connected with the Temple and Jewish burials in the first century are in Greek. It is likely that Jesus himself spoke some Greek. All of them were no less “Jewish” or “native” for that fact. Thanks to Hellenism and imperial rule, the rather fluid identities blossomed and actually became crystallized. 
The Generals: Some of Alexander’s generals founded the dynasties of the:
· Antigonids (ruled over Macedonia)
· Ptolemies (ruled over Egypt)
· Seleucids (ruled over Babylonia, Syria and Palestine) They all contributed to the spread of Greek culture.
Hellenism and Judaism
· In Palestine, Hellenism was introduced as early as 332 BCE, when Alexander conquered the territory
· Palestinian Judaism was faced with either accepting or rejecting the Hellenistic way of life
· Antiochus IV Epiphanes Hellenized Judaism to the point of placing a statue of Zeus in the temple in Jerusalem
· The Maccabean Revolt (168-164 BCE) ensued and attempted to re-establish the Jewish way
· Jerusalem was a highly Hellenized city, with many of its inhabitants being conversant in Greek
· Actual rejection of Hellenism in Palestine took place after 50 BCE and was completed in the Jewish wars of 66 and 135 CE
· In the movement, however, Hellenism was not rejected by Jews
· Philo of Alexandria (20 BCE-50 CE) is an example of a Hellenized Jew who did not speak Hebrew, but did speak Greek, lived in Egypt and was an admirer of Hellenism. Judaism rejected Hellenism in Judaea but not outside of Judaea
Christianity and Hellenism
· Unlike Palestinian Judaism, the first Christians (with some exceptions) did not reject Hellenism
· Many early Christian converts made by Apostle Paul were Greek-speaking Jews from the movement
· The New Testament (NT) books were written in Greek
· Paul was not adequately prepared philosophically to engage in dialogue with the real Gentiles (non-Jews)
Greek Philosophy
	Unlike Greek and Roman religions, Greek philosophy promoted ethical teachings. It was similar to the teachings of Judaism and Christianity in this regard. It promoted virtue and happiness and spoke of dissatisfaction with the actual human condition.

	

	Christianity ended up allied with Greek thought.
However, there was also competition between Christianity and philosophy (e.g., the pagan Celsus, but also the Christian Tertullian in his famous “What has Athens to do with Jerusalem”). Philosophy had the appearance of religion in the Jewish and Christian sense of the word. The Roman religion was really interested in promoting worship and the correct relationship with the gods (to make sure people were protected from natural and unnatural disasters); it was not interested in virtue and morality. 
· The Christian fathers of the church embraced Greek philosophy (or whatever parts of it that served their purposes) and rejected paganism or Roman religion.




Justin Martyr (100-165 CE)- 3 main arguments in Greek philosophy 
1. The Loan/theft Theory: 
The philosophers read or borrowed from Moses - hence the similarities between Christianity and philosophy
2. The Demon Theory:
Distortions of the truth in Greek mythology are the works of demons
3. The LogosTheory :
The whole of the Logos (Word/Reason of God) is present in Jesus Christ, but portions (or seeds) of it are found among Jews and Greeks as well
· A case study of a Christian author who embraced Hellenism. He argued that Christianity could be seen as the equal of the great Greek philosophy. He tried to work out the relationship between Christianity and Greek philosophy: his three theories are presented above


Lesson 9: Heyday of Patristic Literature: Augustine of Hippo
· Bishop Augustine 396-430 in Hippo: Human free-will and sexuality and master of spirituality, Became a Christian in his 30s, Manicaheism to Platonism to Christianity. Christian writer, master of spiritual life, theological genius, semi-independent scholar
· Patristic: fathers of the church (2nd century to the 7th or 8th century), Church mothers writings are more rare
· Origenist controversy (4th -6th century): led to the condonation of Origen, he was misunderstood and taken as literally when he was just offering theories/working hypotheses, he was not as narrow minded as people thought, In 553 at the Council of Constantinople, bishops condemned Origen as a heretic
· His controversial ideas: Against the Manichees he defended the place and significance of the Old Testament, and discussed the problems of free will, evil, and God. Against the Donatists he developed the doctrine of the church and sacraments. Against the Pelagians he introduced the doctrine of original sin, along with further elucidations of grace and free will. Against the pagans, who occupied his mind from the time of his conversion, he proposed the doctrine of the “two cities,” clarified the relationship between faith and reason, and sketched a comprehensive philosophy or theology of history
· Which of Origen’s ideas were condemned by the church? The pre-existence of the soul, The universal salvation of all rational beings, The spherical shape of the resurrected body
· Book 7 of the Confession by Augustine: marks the turning point in his thought, astrology is phony (it denies the freedom of the will), Platonic God is eternal and perfect, evil is nothing it occurs only as a corruption of things that are good, Says Christ was fully god and fully human
· Evagrius decisively went beyond Origen’s vision of the fall and return of the soul. He refused to image the incorporeal God, who can be talked about only in apophatic terms. Describing the union with God in terms of absorption, he made contemplative prayer the goal of monastic life. Evagrius did not accept Origen's view that the souls of humans somehow lived in a disincarnate world first and fell into these bodies. This, in fact, was Plato's view and Origen flirted with it. Instead, he accepted teh more mainstream Christian view of humans created body and soul, who fell into sin in this embodied state, not prior to it. Vallee adds that Evagrius was instrumental in Christian mysticism (when he talks about purgation, illumination, union of humans with God). 
Aurelius Augustinus (354-430 AD)
	Bishop of Hippo (now Annaba in Algeria) (396-430 AD)
· Lived most of his life in Roman North Africa
Highly influential until our time:
· Medieval schoolmen – faith and reason
· Western mystics – love of God
· The Reformation and Counter-Reformation
· 18th-century Enlightenment – original sin influenced I. Kant
· Romantic movement’s emphasis on feeling in religion
· Synthesis between Christianity and classical culture
· Psychology, political science, theory of war
· Thinkers and philosophers influenced by or reacted against Augustinus: Anselm, Aquinas, Petrarch, Luther, Bellarmine, Pascal, Kierkegaard, Wittgenstein, Nietzsche and Freud


    Augustine studied and was influenced by the best of Greeks and Romans
· Romans: Cicero for prose and oratory, Virgil and Horace for poetry
· Memorization was an important feature in ancient times and North Africa produced many distinguished writers
· 2nd century – North Africa was Christianized and the Bible was translated into Latin for the new converts (Tertullian, Cyprian of Carthage, Arnobius, Lactantius)
· Augustine was familiar with Aristotle’s Categories and Interpretation
· Plato – an authority, Stoic logic and ethical assertions
· Epicurus - How far language communicates meaning about reality
· Neoplatonism captured his mind when he was 31: Plotinus (205-270 AD), Porphyry of Tyre (c. 250-c. 305 AD)
Marcus Tullius Cicero (106 BC - 43 BC)
	Cicero was highly influential on Augustine:
· Philosophical thinking is needed for any critical judgment, even for people involved in public and political life
· Cicero’s ideal was self-sufficiency
· Happiness is not found in a self-indulgent life of pleasure
· Bodily pursuit of pleasure in food, drink and sex is distracting for the mind in pursuit of higher things
· Cicero’s philosophical dialogues were a clear exposition of the debates between the different Greek philosophical schools
Other influences on Augustine:
· His sexual drive was strong: he had a son, Adeodatus, with his mistress.
· He was unimpressed by the Bible’s naïve story of Adam and Eve. The doubtful morality of the Israelite patriarchs and the incompatibility between the two genealogies of Jesus in Matthew and Luke turned him away from his mother’s church.
· He was drawn to astrology and the occult theosophy taught by Mani (216-277 AD).



Mani: Founder of Manichaeism 3rd century prophet 
	· Jesus had a redemptive role as a symbol of the plight of humanity, not as a historical person or a divine redeemer
· The crucifixion and death of Jesus were only symbols, not actual events
· Origin of evil: a primordial and still continuing cosmic conflict between Light and Dark
· Soul – divine in origin, but scattered throughout the world
· Mani himself – the Paraclete (Advocate) announced by Jesus

Augustine was a Manichee for 10 years, while in teaching posts at Carthage and Rome. He held in contempt the bishops of the church for their lack of education and critical inquiry and converted many friends to Manicaheism.


Plotinus (204-270 AD): An Influence on Young Augustine
	· is said to have had mystical union with the One only four times in his life
· believed in ascetical life, vegetarianism, no baths; a master for many men and women, including for Porphyry

	Plotinus was a Neo-Platonist:
· He valued Plato’s dialectic, especially his analysis of identity and difference
· Believed that the world of the senses is in continuous flux
	
	According to Plotinus:
· The soul perceives the One as a presence transcending all knowing
· The evolution of the hierarchy of being is “emanation”
· Inferior beings are increasingly imperfect, compared to the higher beings


Evil in Plotinus
	The causative emanation explained the source of evil:
The One, the Mind, the Soul – the supreme Triad – has some increasing imperfection in it:
· The Mind can delude itself about its own greatness
· The Soul is even further down the scale, able to create matter
· Matter is utter evil, formless non-being
Plotinus declared that evil is a defect of being and goodness (unlike the Manichees, who were despised by the Neo-Platonists)
Two other explanations for evil:
· Misused free choice grounded in potentiality for weakness in the soul
· Weakness in the soul tended to be absorbed into external, material things

	Reading Cicero led Augustine to Manichaeism, 
reading Plotinus and Porphyry led him to Christ

	· The prologue of the Gospel according to St. John and Paul’s 2 Corinthians 3-4 were Platonizing.
· Young Augustine became convinced that Christianity is nothing but “Platonism for the multitude”. In July 386 AD, in a garden at Milan, he finally decided to become a Christian – “tolle, lege” (pick up, read).
· Augustine abandoned ambitions for a successful career and the intention to marry. He understood sexual passion as an obstacle between the soul and God.
· Augustine's desire was to live with a community of friends with enthusiasm for Plato, St. Paul and Cicero.
· After baptism at Easter in 387 AD, he wrote of authority (Christ) and reason (Plato) as the two sources for knowing the truth.
	


Augustine’s (Exposition of the Literal Meaning of Genesis) begun in 401 AD
	After authoring the Confessions, Augustine turned his attention to two major topics, creation and the Trinity. Augustine composed a number of expositions of Genesis, the most important of which is Exposition of the Literal Meaning of Genesis  
Literal – not a matter-of-fact account, but in the sense that:
· both humanity and cosmos are dependent on the will and goodness of God for their existence
· what the case is and a simple way of talking about the eternity of the world and an inherent immortality of the soul
Matter is good – created by God – and the world was created ‘out of nothing’


Augustine coined the phrase Original Sin, “toddlers the most violent people on earth” if not taken care of this anger will come back later, original disobedience from Adam and Eve
· Augustine saw the world as a developing process.
· God created ‘seminal principles’ or causal reasons for everything that subsequently came to be. Therefore, new genera and species can appear.
· All effects are contained in potentiality in their causes – a Neo-Platonic axiom.
· Augustine did not think chance or randomness played a part in the amazing order and design of the world.
	· Male and female are differentiated only in body, not in soul or powers of the mind, but otherwise Augustine is inconsistent.

	The prime function of woman is biological: “Had Adam needed a helpmate in the sense of a partner in any really intelligent conversation and companionship, God would surely have provided another man; in providing Eve his intention was to ensure the continuance of the race” (GL ix.9).
· In marriage, a wife is to be domestic and supportive
· Unequal in public, husband and wife are equal in conjugal rights
· Resurrection bodies will not bring both men and women into male bodies, as if femininity had been a regrettable mistake


De Trinitate (On the Trinity)
	Augustine uses psychological analogies (vestiges of the Trinity in humans) to explain the Trinity (relations):
· Being, knowing, willing
· Memory, intelligence, will
· Mind, knowledge, love
· Lover, the beloved, love itself
· Thinking, speaking, willing
These are analogies and analogies are not perfect. “Three persons in one substance”  (Tertullian’s formula)


· The Montanists were a third-century Christian group that favored: church of the Spirit and prophecy over one of bishops
· Augustine put the Book of Revelation in a totally new perspective by arguing that: no empire can be evil per se, but church and state should collaborate
· According to Augustine, sexuality: passes easily out of rational control
· The story of “The Slave Child and the Rich Child”, which lead to the realization that astrology was false is found in the book of which theologian? Augustine 
· "Original sin" refers to the: sin of Adam and Eve that was somehow transmitted to the entire human race
· According to Augustine, God created the "seminal principles": as the basis for everything that subsequently came to be
· In his Confessions 7, Augustine finally comes to the understanding of: God, Christ and evil
Lesson 10: The Practice of Christian Life
Practice of Christian Life: Peter Brown
· Cult of Saint in the western Mediterranean – The cult of saints throve and shrines multiplied all around the Mediterranean from the late fourth century. It provided believers with the comforting presence of “invisible companions” who, readily accessible as equal human beings, were able to dispense protection and inspiration. saints should be seen as patrons of their clients/believer 
· Ascetics in Syria - The holy man lived the “life of an angel” as a hermit on the edge of a village, a wild vagrant dressed in skins and fond of striking histrionic gestures, “holding demons at bay and bending the will of God by his prayers.” A life of renunciation, feats of mortification, and the evidence of contact with the supernatural world attracted masses to those spiritual athletes who, like the martyrs of old, seemed to be so much on speaking terms with God.
· Brown has come to a conclusion that this holy man has a high level of power but did not yield the same power as the rich man, also became councillors to the rich and famous
· Mainstream Christianity has emphasized the goodness of God’s creation, what makes us evil is our free will
· [bookmark: _GoBack]At any event, holy men had achieved their high level of power and authority through their exemplary asceticism, baffling the old prejudices in that they had no use for wealth or coercion
Monastic Movement Out of Egypt: “Egypt was the cradle of monasticism. It was in Egypt that the theory and practice of the ascetic life reached its highest pitch of articulateness and sophistication.” From there it soon spawned around the Mediterranean.
Monasticism and the Early Church (310 – 410 AD) – part of the practice of Christian life in the early church
	· Emergence and speedy growth of a new institution: monasticism
· Distinct from the institution of virginity which existed in Christianity form the beginning
· During times of persecution, martyrdom was the highest stage in the spiritual ascent of the soul
· Nonetheless, in time of peace, this had to be replaced with something else: flight from the world
· Not necessarily a Christian concept 
Essenes
· Jewish monastic community was disgusted with what they considered a corrupted priesthood
· They were an apocalyptic group
· Some Essenes retreated to Qumran on the shore of the Dead Sea (The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in a cave in this area in 1947)

	


Matthew 3:1-6
· In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."
· For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.”
· Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
Mary of Egypt:
· Former prostitute who converted to Christianity
· May be a fictitious character
· Zosimas met her in the desert and wrote her story, this monk was literate and really tried to learn the correct interpretation of scripture
· Turning one’s mind within and exercising control conversion
· St. Mary herself is an ascetic and does not participant in the sacraments until the last years of her life
· As they crossed the rover of Jordan, they separated and made the desert their city so many monks in the desert that it almost become like a city
· Some like Mary, received the gift of foresight: gift from God (knew who Zosimas was before they met)
· She assured Zosimas that she was not a spirit or demon, changed his mind about women practitioners… hierarchies between males and females seem to be suppressed in favor of spiritual equality
· Mary struggled with irrational desires for sex in the desert, but through prayer and time the thoughts went away 
· She was illiterate but knew the scripture; gift from God
· This story is highly motivating for those willing to give themselves to God
Beginning of Monasticism:
Matthew 4:1-11 - Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread." But he answered, "It is written, "'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"
Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,"'He will command his angels concerning you,' and "'On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.'" Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.'"
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me." Then Jesus said to him, "Be gone, Satan! For it is written, "'You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.'" Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.
Emergence of Christian Monasticism: disgusted with urban way of life, travelled to the desert to find spirituality, and didn’t find value in physical possession or family.
· Women becoming nuns was a form of empowerment, escape marriage, and seek spirituality
· The desert was dangerous for women and men (thieves and rapists)
· Lived as hermits
· Devil: this is religious language, sociology speaks about lawlessness and human societies tend to collapse if there are no institutions (armies, churches, government, etc.) reality of chaos (sounds very similar to works of the devil) 
St. Antony (the hermit): considered the father of monasticism but there were already people experimenting this way of life, he began to be assaulted by demons (visions) they try to distract him from his spiritual journey
· Monasticism started toward the end of the third century in Egypt, especially in the person of St. Antony (died 356 aged over 100).
St. Augustine:
· In 391, when he was called to become a member of the clergy of Hippo, St. Augustine doubtless renounced this splendid dream of a life of solitude and peaceful meditation, but not his ascetical vocation.
· As a priest he grouped around him a certain number of clerics.
· When he became a bishop some years later in 395 AD, he turned his house into an episcopal monastery, imposing on all his clergy monastic renunciation and notably the vow of poverty.

